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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do pass. 
Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 49: Noes, 1. 

Transmitted to House. 
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Introduced and referred to 
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Administration. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

Returned to Senate. 
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Sent to enrolling. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

RESO~N NO.~. 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA RECOGNIZING AND 

SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF SENATOR DAVE MANNING ON BEHALF OF 

OFF-STREAM STORAGE HYDROPOWER DEVELOPMENT IN THE YELLOWSTONE 

RIVER BASIN AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO COLLECT AND CENTRALIZE THE 

INFORMATION SUPPORTING THE GRAVITY DIVERSION CONCEP1', 

DOCUMENT FUTURE WATER NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT THIS CONCEPT, AND 

PURSUE PROJECT PLANNING AND FINANCING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

WHEREAS, the 47th Montana Legislature passed House Bill 

No. 861 directing an evaluation of a concept envisioned by 

Senator Dave Manning for developing off-stream hydropower 

generation in the Yellowstone River Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the evaluation administered by the Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation and conducted by 

Morrison-Maierle, Inc., identified 30 potential projects 

which satisfied the concept of gravity diversion of excess 

Yellowstone River flows to off-stream hydropower generation 

sites with eventual return of water to the Yellowstone 

River; and 
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WHEREAS, the dedicated and persi~tent efforts of 

Senator Dave Manning tesulted in a substantial foundation of 

information supporting the concept, including assessments of 

hydropower potential, land ownership, site identification, 

preliminary engineering reports, cost estimates, and various 

informational reports·; and 

WHEREAS, a series of off-stream gravity diversion 

facilities along the Yellowstone River could harness the 

substantial energy-generation potential of the river's 

floodwaters and provide multipurpose benefits resulting from 

off-stream storage without restricting the normal river 

flows: and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Montana to 

promote the conservation, development, and beneficial use of 

the state's water resources to secure maximum economic and 

social prosperity for its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the state to 

protect Montana's water in any future interstate proceedings 

by documenting future water requirements of the gravity 

diversion concept and by pursuing project planning and 

financing discussions with the federal government. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OP REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

( 1) Th~t the Legislature of the Stat'e of Montana 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
5.J(?. 2.'1 
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1 recognizes the outstanding efforts of Senator Dave Manning 

2 and supports his concept of gravity diversion, off-stream 

storage, power 3 

4 Yellowstone River 

5 waters. 

generation, and multipurpose use of 

flood flows and excess unappropriated 

6 12) That the Department of Natural Resources and 

7 Conservation, within its staffing and budget limitations 

8 under legislative appropriation. for this purpose, collect 

9 and centralize the information supporting the gravity 

10 diversion concept, document the future water needs of the 

11 gravity diversion concept, and pursue project planning and 

12 financing discussions with the federal government. 

-End-
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA RECOGNIZING AND 

SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF SENATOR DAVE MANNING ON BEHALF OF 

OFF-STREAM STCRAGE HYDROPOWER DEVELOPMENT IN THE YELLOWSTONE 

RIVER BASIN AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO COLLECT AND CENTRALIZE THE 

INFORMATION SUPPORTING THE G~~VITY DIVERSION CONCEPT, 

DOCUMENT FUTURE WATER NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT THIS CONCEPT, AND 

PURSUE PROJECT PLANNING AND FINANCING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

WHEREAS, the 47th Montana Legislature passed House Bill 

No. 861 directing an evaluation of a concept envisioned by 

Senator Dave Manning for developing off-stream hydropower 

generation in the Yellowstone River Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the evaluation administered by the Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation and conducted by 

Morrison-Maierle, Inc., identified 30 potential projects 

which satisfied the concept of gravity diversion of excess 

Yellowstone River flows to off-stream hydropower generation 

sites with eventual return of water to the Yellowstone 

River; and 
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WHEREAS, the dedicated and persistent efforts of 

Senator Dave Manning resulted in a substantial foundation of 

information supporting the concept, including assessments of 

hydropower potential, land ownership, site identificat-ion, 

preliminary engineering reports, cost estimates, and various 

informational reports; and 

WHEREAS, a series of off-stream gravity diversion 

facilities along the Yellowstone River could harness the 

substantial energy-generation potential of the river's 

floodwaters and provide multipurpose benefits resulting from 

off-stream storage without restricting the normal river 

flows; and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Montana to 

promote the conservation, development, dnd beneficial use of 

the state 1 s water resources to secure maximum economic and 

social prosperity for its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the state to 

prctect Montana's water in any future interstate proceedings 

by documenting future water requirements of the gravity 

diversion concept and by pursuing project planning and 

financing discussions with the federal government. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

{l) That the Legislature of the State of Montana 

-2-
SECOND READING 
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1 recognizes the outstanding efforts of Senator Dave Manning 

2 and supports his concept of gravity diversion, off-stream 

3 storage, power generation, and multipurpose use of 

4 Yellowstone River flood flows and excess unappropriated 

5 waters. 
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10 

(2) That the Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, within its staffing 

under legislative appropriation 

and centralize the information 

and budget limitations 

for this purpose, collect 

supporting the gravity 

diversion concept, document the future water needs of the 

11 gravity diversion concept, and pursue project planning dnd 

12 financing discussions with the federal gov~rnment. 

-End-

-3-
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA RECOGNIZING AND 

SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF SENATOR DAVE MANNING ON BEHALF OF 

OFF-STREAil STORAGE HYDROPOWER DEVELOPMENT IN THE YELLOWSTONE 

RIVER BASIN AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO COLLECT AND CENTRALIZE THE 

INFORMATION SUPPORTING THE GRAVITY DIVERSION CONCEPT, 

DOCUMENT FUTURE WATER NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT THIS CONCEPT, AND 

PURSUE PROJECT PLANNING AND FINANCING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

WHEREAS, the 47th Montana Legislature passed House Bill 

No. 861 directing an evaluation of a concept envisioned by 

Senator Dave Manning for developing off-stream hydropower 

generation in the Yellowstone River Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the evaluation administered by the Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation and conducted by 

Morrison-Maierle, Inc., identified 30 potential projects 

which satisfied the concept of gravity diversion of excess 

Yellowstone River flows to off-stream hydropower generation 

sites with eventual return of water to the Yellowstone 

Riverr and 
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WHEREAS, the dedicated and persistent efforts of 

Senator Dave Manning resulted in a subst~ntial foundation of 

inforaation supporting the concept, including assessments of 

hydropower potential, land ownership, site identification, 

preliminary engineering reports, cost estimates, and various 

informational reports; and 

WHEREAS, a series of off-streaa gravity diversion 

facilities along the Yellowstone River could harness the 

substantial energy-generation potential of the river's 

floodwaters and provide multipurpose benefits resulting from 

off-stream storage without restricting the normal river 

flows; and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Montana to 

promote the conservation, dev~lopment, and beneficial use of 

the state's water resources to secure .axi~ economic and 

social prosperity for its citizens; and 

IIREREAS, it is in the best interest of the state to 

protect Montana's water in any future interstate proceedings 

by documenting future water requireBents of the gravity 

diversion concept and by pursuing project planning and 

financing discussions with the federal government. 

NOll, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That the Legislature of the State of Montana 

-2- THIRD READING 
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l recognizes the outstanding efforts of Senator Dave Manning 

2 and supports his concept of gravity diversion, off-stream 

3 storage, power generation, and multipurpose uae of 

4 Yellowstone River flood flows and excess unappropriated 

5 waters. 
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(2) That the Department of 

Conservation, within its staffing 

under legislative appropriation 

and centralize the information 

Natural Resources and 

and budget limitations 

for this purpose, collect 

supporting the gravity 

10 diversion concept, document the future water needs of the 

11 gravity diversion concept, and pursue project planning and 

12 financing discussions with the federal government. 

-End-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY WEEDING, TOWE, GALT 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA RECOGNIZING AND 

SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF SENATOR DAVE MANNING ON BEHALF OF 

OFF-STREAM STORAGE HYDROPOWER DEVELOPMENT IN THE YELLOWSTONE 

RIVER BASIN AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO COLLECT AND CENTRALIZE THE 

INFORMATION SUPPORTING THE GRAVITY DIVERSION CONCEPT, 

DOCUMENT FUTURE WATER NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT THIS CONCEPT, AND 

PURSUE PROJECT PLANNING AND FINANCING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

WHEREAS, the 47th Montana Legislature passed House Bill 

No. 861 directing an evaluation of a concept envisioned by 

Senator Dave Manning for developing off-stream hydropower 

generation in the Yellowstone River Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the evaluation administered by the Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation and conducted by 

Morrison-Maierle, Inc., identified 30 potential projects 

which satisfied the concept of gravity diversion of excess 

Yellowstone River flows to off-stream hydropower generation 

sites with eventual return of water to the Yellowstone 

River; and 
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WHEREAS, the dedicated and persistent efforts of 

Senator Dave Manning resulted in a substantial foundation of 

information supporting the concept, including assessments of 

hydropower potential, land ownership, site identification, 

preliminary engineering reports, cost estimates, and various 

informational reports; and 

WHEREAS, a series of off-stream gravity diversion 

facilities along the Yellowstone River could harness the 

substantial energy-generation potential of the river's 

floodwaters and provide multipurpose benefits resulting from 

off-stream storage without restricting the normal river 

flows; and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Montana to 

promote the conservation, development, and beneficial use of 

the state's water resources to secure maximum economic and 

social prosperity for its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the state to 

protect Montana's water in any future interstate proceedings 

by documenting future water requirements of the gravity 

diversion concept and by pursuing project planning and 

financing discussions with the federal government. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Legislature of the State of Montana 

-2-
REFERENCE BILL 

SJR 29 



SJR 0029/02 

1 recognizes the outstanding efforts of Senator Dave Manning 

2 

3 
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and supports his concept of gravity diversion, off-stream 

multipurpose use of 

excess unappropriated 

storage, power 

Yellowstone River 

waters. 

generation, and 

flood flows and 

(2) That the Department of 

Conservation, within its staffing 

under legislative appropriation 

and centralize the information 

Natural Resources and 

and budget limitations 

for this purpose, collect 

supporting the gravity 

10 diversion concept, document the future water needs Of the 

11 gravity diversion concept, and pursue project planning and 

12 financing discussions with the federal government. 

-End-
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