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INTRODUCED BY 

~ BILL NO. _At}_ 
~ 51-e-, J.k...J 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE ADMISSION AND EVALUATION OF YOUTHS AT 

THE MONTANA YOUTH TREATMENT CENTER AND MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-523, 53-21-501, 53-21-505, 

AND 53-21-506, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 53-21-507, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIN" FECTIVE DATE.'' 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-5-523, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-5-523. Disposition of delinquent youth and youth 

in need of supervision. ( 1) If a youth is found to be 

delinquent or in need of supervision, the court may enter 

its judgment making the following disposition: 

(a) place the youth on probation; 

(b) place the youth for substitute care into a youth 

care facility as defined in 41-3-1102 or a home approved by 

the court; 

(c) place the youth in a private agency responsible 

for the care and rehabilitation of such a youth; 

(d) transfer legal custody to the department of 

institutions; provided, however, that in the case of a youth 
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LC 1216/01 

in need of supervision, such transfer of custody does not 

authorize the department of institutions to place the youth 

in a state youth correctional facility and such custody may 

not continue for a period of more than 6 months without a 

subsequent court order after notice and hearing; 

(e) such further care and treatment or evaluation that 

the court considers beneficial to the youth; or 

(f) order restitution by the youth. 

(2) At any time after the youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may, with the consent of the youth in the 

manner provided in 41-5-303 for consent by a youth to waiver 

of his constitutional rights or after the youth has been 

adjudicated delinquent or in need of supervision, order the 

youth to be evaluated by the department of institutions for 

a period not to exceed 45 days of evaluation at a reception 

and evaluation center for youths,--exeept--that--~£--the 

ev8%b~tion-i~-to-be-done--at--the--Montana--yotl~h--treatment 

eente~,--the--eomm~tment--prov±~±on~--~£--53-Zi-565--mb~t-be 

fo±lowea-a"d-"o-e~a±uation-o£-a-yetltn-may-be-done-~t-Me"tena 

!!tate-1'\0!"!;p±t.!!i. 

{3) At any time_after a youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may request that the youth be evaluated 

at the ~~ntana youth treatment center, ~q~~ oeriod not to 

exceed 60 days, for the s_C?_~urpo§.e of advising the court 

as to whether the youth is seriously mentally ill, as 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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defined in 53-21-102, but the court must first find that 

reasonable grounds exist to believe that the youth is 

suffering from a mental disorder as defined in 53-21-102. 

(4) No evaluatio~ of a youth may be performed at the 

Montana state hospital unless such youth is transferred to 

the district court under 41-5-206. 

t3t~ No youth may be committed or transferred to a 

penal institution or other facility used for the execution 

of sentence of adult persons convicted of ccirnes. 

t4t1!1 Any order of the court may be modified at any 

time. In the case of a youth committed to the department of 

institutions, an order pertaining to the youth may be 

modified only upon notice to the department and subsequent 

hearing. 

t5ti1~ Whenever the court vests legal custody in an 

agency, institution, or department, it must transmit with 

the dispositional judgment copies of a medical report and 

such other clinical, predisposition, or other reports and 

information pertinent to the care and treatment of the 

youth. 

t6t--Bxeep~-a~-provided-±n-53-il-59i7-±f-the-ctl~~ody-oE 

a-ye~th-±~-eran~~erred-eo--ehe--depa~emene--oE--in~eietit~on~ 

~nder--3~b~eet~on-tit7 -ehe-yo~th-may-noe-be-~ommitt~d-~o-the 

Mon~ana--yo~th--treatment--eeneer--~nles~---the---:ommitm~nt 

prov~~ion~-of-53-i!-595-are-fo~lowed~ 
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~L If the court determines that a del inguent _ _youth or 

youth in need of supervision is in neen of treatment at t~e 

Montana youth tr~?tment center, the court must first 

determine, based on testimony of a professional person, as 

defined in 53-21-102, that th_~Myouth is se:r iously mentally 

ill as defined in 53-21-102. __ !1]~ youth is entitled to all 

rights provided by 53-2l-ll4 through 53-21-119. 

(9) Upon a finding of serious mental illness, the 

court may corrur1it a delinquent youth to the department of 

institutions and recommend that the yOtlth be place§ at the 

Montan~outh treatment center. Upon release or d~scharge 

from the center, if the court order has not expired or if 

the youth is less than 21 years of age, he must be retained 

under the superv!_sion of the department until the expiration 

of the court order or until he attains the age of 21. 

t~ti!Ql The order of cornrnitment to the department of 

institutions shall read as follows: 

ORDER OF COMMITMENT 

State of Montana 

ss. 

County of ..... . 

In the district court for the .... Judicial District. 

On the-·~·· day of .... , 19 .. , .... ,a minor of this 

county, years of age, ·was brought before me charged 

with ..... Upon due proof I find that l.S a suitable 

-4-
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person to be committed to the department of institutions. 

It is ordered that .... be committed to the department 

of institutions until .... . 

The names, addresses, and occupations of the parents 

are: 

Name Address Occupation 

••••• 0. 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••• 

•••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••••• 

The names and addr~sses of their nearest relatives are: 

•• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••• 

Witness my hand this ••.. day of •••• , A.D. 19 •.. 

Judge" 

Section 2. Section 53-21-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

''53-21-501. Location and function of center. There is 

a Montana youth treatment center located at Billings, 

Montana. The function of the center is the careL and 

treatment of-person~-betwee~-the-a;e~-ot-Yr-end-!8-years-who 

have-bee~-£o~nd-to-be-ser±otls!y-mente}Ty-ill--an0--who--heye 

been--appropr±ately--eveluated--and-eommitted-to-the-eenterL 

and evaluation of individuals 18 years of age and under who 

are committed pursuant to 53-21-505 or 41-5-523." 

Section 3. Section 53-21-505, M.CA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-505. No voluntary admissions commitment 
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provisions. (1) There may be no voluntary admissions or 

commitments to the Montana youth treatment center. All 

admissions to the center, other than those provided for in 

41-5-523, must be by appropriate district court commitment, 

pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-114 through 53-21-127. 

(2) The duration of the initial commitment to the 

treatment center is 3 months, and the commitment may be 

renewed or extended pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-128 

for 6 months and then yearly thereafter. 

(3) In addition to the determinat±on--by--o--d±~triet 

eettrt--that--the--indiv±dttoi--±~--~er~ott~~y-me~te:lly-iii 1 -8~ 

def±ned--~y--53-~%-±9~ commitment procedures required in 

subsection (1), an individual mey-not-be-~~der-1~-year~-o£ 

e:~e-or-more-enan must be less ~-~-~ 18 years of age upon the 

date of his admission to the center. Individuals under the 

age of 12 may_ be admitted only pursuant to -~_tl~ ~___l::!__J..:_es 

promulgate_d by the depart~_ent of institutions under the 

provisions of 53-21-502_~ _ _.. 

Section 4. Section 53-21-506, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-506. No corrunitrnent to Montana state hospital. 

No--one-ttnrler-XB-year~-of-a9e-me:y-be-v~ltt~terily-adm±tted-or 

eommitted--by--a--eottrt--to--Mo~tana--~tate---ne~pitalo An 

individual less than 18 years of -~e may not be voluntarily 

admitted or committed by ___ a court to the Montana state 

hospital unless such individual is transferred to district 

-6-
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1 court pursuant to 41-5-206.'' 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 53-21-507, 

3 MCA, is repealed. 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Severability. If a part of 

5 this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

6 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

7 invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains 

8 in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

9 the invalid applications. 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of social and 11 

12 

13 

rehabilitation services or the department of institutions to 

make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

14 extended to the provisions of this act. 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. This act is 

16 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-7-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 411 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

A statement of intent is needed for this bill because 

6 section 3 grants rulemaking authority to the department of 

7 institutions. 

8 The rules should address the following: 

9 ( 1) the need of the child for intensive inpatient 

10 mental health treatment in a psychiatric hospital setting; 

11 {2) the ability of the center to provide the needed 

12 treatment: 

13 (3) the ability of the center to provide for the 

14 child's safety and security; 

15 

16 

(4) the unavailability of other treatment options; and 

(5) whenever proper and in the best interests of the 

17 child, segregation of persons under the age of 12 from 

18 remaining patients should be considered. 

~n> , •• ., .. ,, •• COUnal 

SECOND READING 
'5"1.3 1' 1/ 
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SENATE BILL NO. 411 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE, WALDRON, STEPHENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE ADMISSION AND EVALUATION OF YOUTHS AT 

THE MONTANA YOUTH TREATMENT CENTER AND MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-523, 53-21-501, 53-21-505, 

AND 53-21-506, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 53-21-507, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-5-523, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-5-523. Disposition of delinquent youth and youth 

in need of supervision. (1} If a youth is found to be 

delinquent or in need of supervision, the court may enter 

its judgment making the following disposition: 

(a) place the youth on probation; 

(b) place the youth for substitute care into a youth 

care facility as defined in 41-3-1102 or a home approved by 

the court; 

(c) place the youth in a private agency responsible 

for the care and rehabilitation of such a youth; 

(d) transfer legal custody to the department of 

institutions; provided, however, that in the case of a youth 

~.,. ,..,,..,,., counc• 
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in need of supervision, such transfer of custody does not 

authorize the department of institutions to place the youth 

in a state youth correctional facility and such custody may 

not continue for a period of more than 6 months without a 

subsequent court order after notice and hearing; 

(e) such further care and treatment or evaluation that 

the court considers beneficial to the youth: or 

(f) order restitution by the youth. 

(2) At any time after the youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may, with the consent of the youth in the 

manner provided in 41-5-303 for consent by a youth to waiver 

of his constitutional rights or after the youth has been 

adjudicated delinquent or in need of supervision, order the 

youth to be evaluated by the department of institut~ons for 

a period not to exceed 45 days of evaluation at a reception 

and evaluation center for youths,--~xe~pt--that--i£--hb~ 

e~aT~et±en-±~~to-be-dene--at--the--Mentene--yo~tb--t~eetment 

eente~7--the--eommitment--p~ovisione--of--S3-i%-565--mHet-be 

£o%loved-and-ne-eval~ation-or-a-youtft-may-be-done-at-Montana 

stete-fto~pite±. 

(3) At any time after a youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may request that the youth be evaluated 

at the Montana youth treatment center, for a period not to 

exceed 60 days, for the sole purpose of advising the court 

as to whether the youth is seriously mentally ill, as 

-2- SB 411 
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defined in 53-21-102, but the court must first find that 

reasonable grounds exist _.!_q b~Jiev~_ tha~ the youth is 

suffering from a mental disorder as defined in 53-21-102. 

(4) No evaluation of a youth may be performed at the 

Montana state hospital unless such youth is transferred to 

the district court under 41-5-206. 

t~tiil No youth m3y be committed or transferred to a 

penal institution or other facility used for the execution 

of sentence of adult persons convicted of crimes. 

t4-~ffi Any order of the court may be modified at any 

time. In the case of a youth committed to the department of 

institutions, an order pertaining to the youth may be 

modified only upon notice to the department and subsequent 

hearing. 

t5till Whenever the court vests legal custody in an 

agency, institution, or department, it must transmit with 

the dispositional judgment copies of a medical report and 

such other clinical, predisposition, or other reports and 

information pertinent to the care and treatment of the 

youth. 

t6t--Exe@pe-as-p•o¥ided-in-53-~!-567,-if-the-etlstody-ef 

a-yo~~n-~~-tran~re~red-~o--~he--depa~~m~ft~--e£--in~t±ttttio~~ 

ttnder--s~b,eetion-titT-th~-yotttft-mey-no~-be-committed-~o-t~e 

Montane--yottth--treatment--ee~~er--ttnie~~---tne---eommitment 

pro~isions-of-53-ii-565-are-roiiowe~. 

-3- SB 411 
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1!1_ If th~_~ourt determines that a_delinguent youth or 

youth in need of supervision is in need of treatment at the 

Montana youth treatment center, the court must first 

determine, based on testimony of a professional person, as 

defined in 53-21-102, t!tat the youth is seriously mentally 

!!!__~def~ed i~ 53-2~-102. The youth 1s entitled to all 

right5 provided by 53-21-114 through 53-21-119. 

(9) Upo~ a finding of serious mental illness, the 

court may commit a delinquent yout~-· to the department of 

institutions and recommend that the youth be placed at t~~ 

Montana youth treatment centpr. Upon rele~se or discharge 

from the center, if the court order has not expired or if 

the yoyth is less than 2l~ars of ase, he 8USt be retained 

under the supervisien oF the depz..~tment until the expiration 

of the court ordt:H· or until he at. tains the ~~1__~.:.. 

tTtl!Ql The order of commitment to the department of 

institutions shall read as follows: 

ORD~R OF COMMITMENT 

State of Montana 

ss. 

County of •..... 

In the district court for the .... Judicial District. 

On the •.•• day of •... , 19 •• , •.•• , a minor of this 

county, . .•. yea~s of age, was brought before me charged 

with ••.•• Upon due proof I find t.hat . . . . .lS a suitable 

-4 -· SB 411 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0411/02 

person to be committed to the depa~tment of institutions. 

It is ordered that •.•. be committed to the department 

of institutions until ....• 

The names, addresses, and occupations of the parents 

are: 

Name Address Occupation 

•••••••••••••• 0. 0. 0 .. 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0. 0. 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 0 •• 0 ••••• 

The names and addresses of their nearest relatives are: 

••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0. 0 0 0 0 ••••••••••• 00 •• 0 •••••••••••• 0 •••• 

••••••••••••••• 0. 0 0. 0. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Witness my hand this •... day of ..•• , A.D. 19 •.• 

Judge" 

Section 2. Section 53-21-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-501. Location and function of center. TheJ:"e is 

a Montana youth treatment center located at Billings, 

Montana. The function of the center is the care.!. and 

treatment o£-person~-b~twee"-erte-ttt1es~of-i-%-a,ft-%8-years-w~o 

have-been-£e~"d-eo-be-se~iott~~y-mentaiiy-iil--and--who--have 

been--app~epriately--evai~aeed--and-eommitted-to-the-eenterL 

and evaluation of individuals 18 years of age and under who 

are committed pursuant to 53-21-505 or 41-5-523. THE CENTER 

IS A MENTAL HEALTH FACILITY AS DEFINED IN 53-21-102(6)." 

Section 3. Section 53-21-505, MCA, is amended to read: 

-5- SB 411 
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provisions. (1) 

commitments to the 

No voluntary 

There may be 

SB 0411/02 

admissions commitment 

no voluntary admissions or 

Montana youth treatment center. All 

admissions to the center, other than those provided for in 

41-S-523, must be by appropriate district court commitment, 

pursuant to the pi:"ovisions of 53-21-114 through 53-21-127. 

(2) The duration of the initial commitment to the 

treatment center is 3 months, and the commitment may be 

renewed or extended pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-128 

for 6 months and then yearly thereafter. 

(3) In addition to the d~~erm±"at±on-by-a-d±striet 

eoHre-enat-the-~"~±vid~ai--±s--serio~sly--mentaiiy--ill7--a~ 

defined--by--53-i%-ier commitment procedures required in 

subsection (!1, an individual may-noe-be-~"der-±r--yea~~--o£ 

age--o~-more-tftan must be less than 18 years of age upon the 

date of his admission to the center. Individuals under the 

age of 12 may be admitted only pursuant to the rules 

promulgated by the department of institutions under the 

provisions of 53-21-502." 

section 4. Section 53-21-506, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-506. No commitment to Montana state hospital. 

No-one-~nder-18-yea~~-o£-aqe-may-ee-voi~nterily-adm±eeed--or 

eommitted---by---a--eoort--to--Mo"~a"a--~tate--ho~p±tal7 An 

individual less than 18 years of age may not be voluntar~ 

admitted or committed by a court to the Montana state 

-6- SB 411 
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1 hospital unless such individual is t~ansferred to district 

2 court pursuant to 41-5-206.'' 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 53-21-507, 

4 MCA, is repealed. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Severability. If a part of 

6 this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

7 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

8 invalid in one or more of its appllcations, the part remains 

9 in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

10 

11 

12 

the invalid applications. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. 

existing authority of the 

Extension of 

department 

authority. 

of social 

Any 

and 

13 rehabilitation services or the department of institutions to 

14 make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

15 extended to the provisions of this act. 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. This act is 

17 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-7- SB 4ll 
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senate Judiciary committee 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 A statement of intent is needed for this bill because 

6 section 3 grants rulemaking authority to the department of 

7 institutions. 

8 

9 

The rules should address the following: 

(1) the need of the child for intensive inpatient 

10 mental health treatment in a psychiatric hospital setting: 

11 (2) the ability of the center to provide the needed 

12 treatment; 

13 (3) the ability of the center to provide for the 

14 child's safety and security; 

15 (4) the unavailability of other treatment options; and 

16 (5) whenever proper and in the best interests of the 

17 child, segregation of persons under the age of 12 from 

18 remaining patients should be considered. 

~ ............. '""""' 

THIRD READING 

'5'"13 ~II 
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SENATE BILL NO. 411 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE, WALDRON, STEPHENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE ADMISSION AND EVALUATION OF YOUTHS AT 

THE MONTANA YOUTH TREATMENT CENTER AND MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-523, 53-21-501, 53-21-505, 

AND 53-21-506, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 53-21-507, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 41-S-523, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-5-523. Disposition of delinquent youth and youth 

in need of supe[vision. (l) If a youth is found to be 

delinquent or in need of supervision, the court may enter 

its judgment making the following disposition: 

(a) place the youth on probation; 

(b) place the youth for substitute care into a youth 

care facility as defined in 41-3-1102 or a home approved by 

the court; 

(c) place the youth in a private agency responsible 

for the care and rehabilitation of such a youth; 

id) transfer legal custody to the department of 

institutions; provided, however, that in the case of a youth 
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in need of ~upervision, such transfer of custody does not 

authorize the department of institutions to place the youth 

in a state youth correctional facility and such custody may 

not continue for a period of more than 6 months without a 

subsequent court order after notice and hearing; 

(e} such further care and treatment or evaluation that 

the court considers beneficial to the youth; or 

(f) order restitution by the youth. 

(2) At any time after the youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may, with the consent of the youth in the 

manner provided in 41-5-303 for consent by a youth to waiver 

of his constitutional rights or after the youth has been 

adjudicated delinquent or in need of supervision, order the 

youth to be evaluated by the department of institutions for 

a period not to exceed 45 days of evaluation at a reception 

and evaluation center for youthsT--eMeep~--ehat--i£--the 

evel~a~ion-±s-to-be-done--at--~he--Mo~ta~a--yo~th--trea~ment 

eenterr--the--eomm±tment--~rovts±ons--ot--53-iY-595--mHs~-be 

fo~rowed-aftd-no-evar~at±on-o£-a-yo~th-may-be-done-at-Montafta 

state-hosp±te%. 

(3) At any time after a youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may request that the youth be evaluated 

at the Montana youth treatment center, for a period not to 

exceed 60 days, for the sole purpose of advising the court 

as to whether the youth is seriously mentally ill, as 
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defined in 53-21-102, but the court must first find that 

reasonable qraunds exist to believe that the youth is 

suffering from a mental disorder as defined in 53-21-102. 

(4) No evaluation of a youth may be performed at the 

Montana state hospital unless such youth is transferred to 

the district court under 41-5-206. 

t3tl2l No youth may be committed or transferred to a 

penal institution or other facility used for the execution 

of sentence of adult persons convicted of crimes. 

t4t~ Any order of the court may be modified at any 

time. In the case of a youth committed to the department of 

institutions, an order pertaining to the youth may be 

modified only upon notice to the department and subsequent 

hearing. 

t5t1ll Whenever the court vests legal custody in an 

agency, institution, or department, it must transmit with 

the dispositional judgment copies of a medical report and 

such other clinical, predisposition, or other reports and 

information pertinent to the care and treatment of the 

youth. 

t6t--B~e@pt-as-pre¥~eed-in-53-~l-5&?,-ir-th@-ettstody-er 

8-re~~h-is-~ransfe~red-~o--the--depar~mene--e£--±n~~it~t~oft~ 

ttnder--s~bsece~on-tZt;-~~e-yo~~h-may-no~-be-eomm~tted-to-the 

MOft~ana--yeutn--tre8tmene--eente~--ttft%ess---ehe---eomm±tment 

pr .... bi.ens-er-53-~i-595-•re-foHew@d; 
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{8) If the court determines that a delinquent youth_ or 

youth in need of supervis1on is in need of treatment at the 

Montana youth treatment center, the court must first 

determine, based on testimony of a professional person, as 

defined in 53-2!-102, tha~ the youth is seriously mentally 

ill as defined in 53-21-102. The youth is entitled to all 

rights provided by 53-21-il4 through 53-21-119. 

}9) Upon a finding of serious mental illness, the 

court may commit a delinquent youth to the department of 

institutions and recommend that the youth be placed at the 

Montana youth treatment center. upon release or discharge 

from the center, if the court order has not expired or if 

the youth is less than 21 years of age, he must be retained 

under the supervision of the department until the expiration 

of the court order or until he attains the age of 21. 

t?tl!Ql The order of commitment to the department of 

institutions shall read as follows: 

ORDER OF COMMITMENT 

State of Montana 

ss. 

County of ...••. 

In the district court for the ••.. Judicial District. 

On the ..•. day of ••.. , 19 •. , .... , a minor of this 

county, •... years of age, was brought before me charged 

with ..••• Upon due proof I find that . . . . is a suitable 
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person to be committed to the department of institutions. 

It is ordered that .... be committed to the department 

of institutions until ••... 

The names, addresses, and occupations of the parents 

are: 

Name Address Occupation 

0 • 0 ••• 0 • 0 •••• 0 0 •••• 0 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••• 0 ........ 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 ............. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The names and addresses of their nearest relatives are: 

0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 0 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••• 0. 0 0 ••••• 0 0 •• 0 0 ••••• 

Witness my hand this ··~· day of •••• ,A.D. 19 •.• 

Judge" 

section 2. Section 53-21-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-501. Location and function of center. There is 

a Montana youth treatment center located at Billings, 

Montana. The function of the center is the care~ end 

treatment o£-pe~~on~-betwee"-the-eqes-o£-%%-and-%8-years-who 

"e¥e-been-£~~nd-to-be-ser±ott~}y-menta%%y-±Ti--and--who--ha~e 

been--app~opr±ateiy--e¥al~ated--and-eomm±tted-to-the-eenter~ 

and evaluation of individuals 18 years of age and under who 

are committed pursuant to 53-21-505 or 41-5-523. THE CENTER 

IS A MENTAL HEALTH FACILITY AS DEFINED IN 53-21-102(6)." 

Section 3. Section 53-21-505, MCA, is amended to read: 

-5- SB 411 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"53-21-505. 

provisions. { 1) 

No voluntary 

There may be 

SB 0411/02 

admissions commitment 

no voluntary admissions or 

commitments to the Montana youth treatment center. All 

admissions to the center, other than those provided for in 

41-5-523, must be by appropriate district court commitment, 

pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-114 through 53-21-127. 

{2) The duration of the initial commitment to the 

treatment center is 3 months, and the commitment may be 

renewed or extended pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-128 

for 6 months and then yearly thereafter. 

(3) In addition to the determ±nae±en-by-a-distr±et 

eo~re-ehat-t~e-±nd±v±dtta%--~~--ser~otts~y--menea!iy--t%%7--as 

d~fined--by--53-i%-%9% commitment procedures required in 

subsection_Lll, an individual mey-not-be-ttnder-%%--yea~s--of 

age--or-more-than must be less than 18 years of age upon the 

date of his admission to the center. Individuals under the 

age of 12 may be admitted only pursuant to the rules 

promulgated by the department of institutions under the 

provisions of 53-21-502." 

Section 4. Section 53-21-506, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-506. No commitment to Montana state hospital. 

Ne-one-ttnder-iO-years-e£-age-may-be-vo!dntariiy-adm~tted--or 

eomm±tted---by---a--eo~rt--to--Montana--~tate--ho~p~tat. An 

individual less than 18 years of~~y not be voluntarily 

admitted or committed by a court to the Montana state 
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1 hospital unless such individual is transferred to district 

2 court pursuant to 41-5-206." 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 53-21-507, 

4 MCA, is repealed. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Severability. If a part of 

6 this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

7 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

invalid in one or more of its appl"ications, the part remains 

in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

the invalid applications. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of social and 

rehabilitation services or the department of institutions to 

14 make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

15 extended to the provisions of this act. 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. This act is 

17 effective on passag-e and approva-l. 

-End-
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE March 22 85 
···································································· 19 ........... . 

Speaker: 
MR •..•.•..•..........•...................•.•..••••.•..••••••..... 

. Judiciary We, your committee on ................•.............................•..............................•...................•...........................................•.........• 

having had under consideration ................•.•........................................ ~.~-~~!:~ ....................................... Bill No .... ~J.L ... . 
Third Blue ________ reading copy(--:---

color 

ADMISSION AND TREATMENT OF YOUTHS TO STATE TREATMENT 
CENTER AND HOSPITAL 

Senate . 411 
Respectfully report as follows: That .•.•••.••••.••••••.•.••.••.••.•..........•••.....•••.•....•.•..•........•..............•.•••.......•........ B1ll No .................. . 

be amended as follows: 

1. Strike: statement of intent in its entirety. 

2. Page 5, line 22. 
Following: "individuals" 
Strike: "18 years of age and under" 
Insert: "who are 12 years of age or older and under 19 years of age" 

3. Page 6, line 15. 
Following: "t:he.B" 
Strike: "must be less than" 
Insert: "may not be under 12 years of age or more than" 

4. Page 6, line 16. 
Foll6wing: "center." 
Strike: "Individuals" through "53-21-502." on line 19. 

AND AS AMENDED I 
BE CONCURRED IN 

.... ~ ....... ~ ....... .-....................... . 
REP • TOM HANNAH Chairman. 
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3rd reeding copy 1 blue 1 as follows: 

REJECT 

Color 

1. Paqe 6, line 10. 
Strike: •then yearly thereafter• 
Insert: •further extensions may be obtained under the same 
procedures as 53-21-128(2)" 
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SENATE BILL NO. 411 

INTRODUCED BY TONE, WALDRON, STEPHENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE ADMISSION AND EVALUATION OF YOUTHS AT 

THE MONTANA YOUTH TREATMENT CENTER AND MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-523, 53-21-501, 53-21-505, 

AND 53-21-506, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 53-21-507, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-5-523, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-5-523. Disposition of delinquent youth and youth 

in need of supervision. (1) If a youth is found to be 

delinquent or in need of supervision, the court may enter 

its judgment making the following disposition: 

(a) place the youth on probation; 

{b) place the youth for substitute care into a youth 

care facility as defined in 41-3-1102 or a home approved by 

the court; 

(c) place the youth in a private agency responsible 

for the care and rehabilitation of such a youth; 

(d) transfer legal custody to the department of 

instiLutions; provided, however, that in the case of a youth 

~"" Leg.,tat-.• cou~" 
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in need of supervision, such transfer of custody does not 

authorize the department of institutions to place the youth 

in a state youth correctional facility and such custody may 

not continue for a period of more than 6 months without a 

subsequent court order after notice and hearing: 

(e) such further care and treatment or evaluation that 

the court considers beneficial to the youth; or 

(f) order restitution by the youth. 

(2) At any time after the youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may, with the consent of the youth in the 

manner provided in 41-5-303 for consent by a youth to waiver 

of his constitutional rights or after the youth has been 

adjudicated delinquent or in need of supervision, order the 

youth to be evaluated by the department of institutions for 

a period not to exceed 45 days of evaluation at a reception 

and evaluation center for youths,--exe~~~--eftat--i£--~h~ 

eva%tta~ion-*s-eo-~-dofte--ae--ehe--Mo"~ana--yotttft--treatme"t 

eenterT--ehe--eommitmeftt--provisiofts--oE--53-i%-595--mttst-b~ 

£e~~ewed-and-no-eva~ttatieft-ef-a-yottth-may-be-done-at-Men~afte 

state-hosp±ta~. 

{3) At any time after a youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may request that the youth be evaluated 

at the Montana youth treatment center, for a period not to 

exceed 60 days, for the sole purpose of advising the court 

as to whether the youth is seriously mentally ill, as 

-2- SB 4ll 
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defined in 53-21-102, but the court must first find that 

reasonable grounds exist to believe that the youth is 

suffering from a mental disorder as defined in 53-21-102. 

(4) No evaluation of a youth may be performed at the 

Montana state hospital unless such youth is transferred to 

the district court under 41-5-206. 

t3t~ No youth may be committed or transferred to a 

penal institution or other facility used for the ~xecution 

of sentence of adult persons convicted of crimes. 

t4tl&J. Any order of the court may be modified ao: any 

time. In the case of a youth committed to the department of 

institutions, an order pertaining to the youth may be 

modified only upon notice to the department and subsequent 

hearing. 

t5t12l Whenever the court vests legal custody in an 

agency, institution, or department, it must transmit with 

the dispositional judgment copies of a medicQl report and 

such other clinical, predisposition, or other reports and 

information pertinent to the care and treatment of the 

youth. 

t6t--Exeepe-a~-pro¥~ded-i~-53-ii-5S~,-~r-~ne-e~~tody-~t 

~-yont~-i~-tren~fer~ed-to--the--depertment--of--±~~t±t~t±on~ 

~ftder--~tib~eet±on-tit,-tne-yo~th-mey-not-be-eommitted-to-the 

Mont~n~--yo~th--treatment--eenter--~nies~---the---eomm~tment 

provt~*On3-of-53-Zi-5&5-e~e-fo~±owed~ 
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(8) If the court determines that a delinquent youth or 

youth in need of supervision is in need of treatment at the 

Montana youth treatment center, the court must first 

determine, based on testimony of a professional person, as 

defined in 53-21-102, that the youth is seriously mentally 

ill as defined in 53-21-102. The youth is entitled to all 

rights provided by 53-21-114 through 53-21-119. 

{9) Upon a finding of serious mental illness, the 

court may commit a delinquent youth to the department of 

institutions and recommend that the youth be placed at the 

Montana youth treatment center. Upon release or discharge 

from the center, if the court order has not expired or if 

the youth is less than 21 years of age, he must be retained 

under the supervision of the department until the expiration 

of the court order or until he attains the age of 21. 

t7tl!Ql The order of commitment to the department of 

institutions shall read as follows: 

ORDER OF COMMITMENT 

State of Montana 

ss. 

County of ....•. 

In the district court for the ...• ~udicial District. 

On the .... day of ..•. , 19 .. , •... , a minor of this 

county, years of age, was brought oefore me charged 

with .••.• Upon due proof I find that lS a sui table 

-4- SB 411 
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person to be committed to the department of institutions. 

It is ordered that .••. be committed to the department 

of institutions until •••.. 

The names, addresses, and occupations of the parents 

are: 

Name Address Occupation 

••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 0 0 •• 

•••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0. 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 0 0 •••• 0. 0 0 ••• 0 •••• 0. 

The names and addresses of their nearest relatives are: 

0 • 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 •• 0 ••• 0 0 • 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••• 0 0 0 0 • 0 ••••• 0 • 0 0 ••• 

••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••• 0 0 0. 0. 0 •• 0 .... 0. 

Witness my hand this ••.• day of .... , A.D. 19.,. 

Judge'' 

Section 2. Section 53-21-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-501. Location and function of center. There is 

a Montana youth treatment center located at Billings, 

Montana. The function of the center is the careL end 

treatment o~-persons-be~ween-~he-a9e~-o£-i~-and-±9-year~-w~o 

he~e-been-£oand-~o-be-~eriotls±y-mentai%y-±%±--enrl--wno--have 

been--appropria~ely--eve±tleted--end-eommitted-to-~he-~enter~ 

and evaluation of individuals %8-year~-of-ege-and-~nder WHO 

ARE 12 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND UNDER 19 YEARS OF AGE who 

are committed pursuant to 53-21-505 or 41-5-523. THE CENTER 

IS A MENTAL HEALTH FACILITY AS DEFINED IN 53-21-102(6)." 
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Section 3. Section 53-21-505, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-505. No voluntary admissions commitment 

provisions. (1) There may be no voluntary admissions or 

commitments to the Montana youth treatment center. All 

admissions to the center, other than those provided for in 

41-5-523, must be by appropriate district court commitment, 

pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-114 through 53-21-127. 

(2) The duration of the initial commitment to the 

treatment center is 3 months, and the commitment may be 

renewed or extended pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-128 

for 6 months~ and then-ye~riy-~h~reaf~e~ FURTHER EXTENSIONS 

MAY BE OBTAINED UNDER THE SAME PROCEDURES AS 53-21-128(2). 

(3) In addition to the determi~at±o~--Oy--a--distriet 

ee~rt--tha~--the--±"divid~8i--±~--~er±otl~iy-mentaiiy-±iir-as 

defined--by--53-~i-%9~ commitment procedures required in 

subsection (1), an individual may-no~-be-~nder-i~-year~-or 

a9e-or-more-~ken mtt~e-be-ie~9-t~an MAY NOT BE UNDER 12 YEARS 

OF AGE OR MORE THAN 18 years of age upon the date of his 

admission to the center. rnd±~id~ai~-~nder-the-age-o£-ii-may 

be--adm±tted--oniy--~~r~ttan~-to-the-r~ie~-prom~igated-by-the 

depertment--of--±nst±ttlt±ons---tlnder---~he---prov±~;on~---of 

53-~t-se~.· 

Section 4. Section 53-21-506, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-506. No commitment to Montana state hospital. 

No-ene-ttnde~-l8-year~-of-a9e-mey-ee-vo%~ntar±iy-a0m±tted--or 

-6- SB 411 
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1 eomm±~ted---ey---8--ee~rt--to--Me~tefte--~tet~--~o~pital~ An 

2 individual less than 18 years of age may not be voluntarily 

3 admitted or committed by a court to the Montana state 

4 hospital unless such individual is transferred to district 

5 court pursuant to 41-5-206." 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 53-21-507, 

7 MCA, is repealed. 

8 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Severability. If a part of 

9 this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

10 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains 

in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

the invalid applications. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. 

existing authority of the 

Extension Of 

department 

authority. 

of social 

Any 

and 

rehabilitation services or the department of institutions to 

make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-7- SB 411 



CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ReportNo .... l ................ .. 

.... N?R .. ).~.t. ..... 19.~.~ ...... 
MR. SPEAKER 

We, your _______ ___,F!:..;RE=E~-------------- Conference Committee on 

SENATE BILL N0.411, reference copy, 

met and considered---~· --'o""nu.....AD.p~r=.i.=.l-..~.12"'--L•--:!:1.z.9..!:!8~5:...t,~S~e:!:n~a~t:::::e~B:!..:i!:..:l!:..:l!::........!N:!.:o:::..~4:!.:1~1=--l.=· n~.=.i.=t~s __ _ 
entirety. 

We recommend as follows: 

That SENATE BILL N0.411, reference copy, be amended as 
follows: 

1. Page 6, line 16. 
Following: "individual" 
Insert: "must be at least 12 years of age, but less 
than• 

2. Page 6, lines 17 and 18. 
Following: "~l'utft 11 

Strike: "MAY ~BE UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE OR MORE THAN" 

FCCSB411 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

FOR THE SENATE rv-
~~~ 

FOR THE HOUSE 
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5 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 411 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

A statement of intent is needed for this bill because 

6 section 3 grants rulemaking authority to the department of 

7 institutions. 

8 The rules should address the following: 

9 (l) the need of the child for intensive inpatient 

10 mental health treatment in a psychiatric hospital setting; 

ll (2) the ability of the center to provide the needed 

12 treatment; 

13 (3) the ability of the center to provide for the 

14 child's safety and security; 

15 

16 

(4) the unavailability of other treatment options; and 

(5) whenever proper and in the best interests of the 

17 child, segregation of persons under the age of 12 from 

18 remaining patients should be considered. 

~.,. , .... ,., .. Ca.mcil 

SB i./11 
REFERENCE BILL: Includes Fn 
Conference Committee Report 
Dated "#•I ~. fS 
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SENATE BILL NO. 411 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE, WALDRON, STEPHENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE ADMISSION AND EVALUATION OF YOUTHS AT 

THE MONTANA YOUTH TREATMENT CENTER AND MONTANA STATE 

HOSPITAL; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-523, 53-21-501, 53-21-505, 

AND 53-21-506, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 53-21-507, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-5-523, MCA, is amended to read: 

''41-5-523. Disposition of delinquent youth and youth 

in need of supervision. (1) If a youth is found to be 

delinquent or in need of supervision, the court may enter 

its judgment making the following disposition: 

(a) place the youth on probation; 

(b) place the youth for substitute care into a youth 

care facility as defined in 41-3-1102 or a home approved by 

the court; 

(c) place the youth in a private agency responsible 

for the care and rehabilitation of such a youth; 

(d) transfer legal custody to the department of 

institutions; provided, however, that in the case of a youth 

~-"'"'""""""' 
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in need of supervision, such transfer of custody does not 

authorize the department of institutions to place the youth 

in a state youth correctional facility and such custody may 

not continue for a period of more than 6 months without a 

subsequent court order after notice and hearing; 

(e) such further care and treatment or evaluation that 

the court considers beneficial to the youth; or 

(f) o<der <estitution by the youth. 

{2) At any time after the youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may, with the consent of the youth in the 

manner provided in 41-5-303 for consent by a youth to waiver 

of his constitutional rights or after the youth has been 

adjudicated delinquent or in need of supervision, order the 

youth to be evaluated by the department of institutions for 

a period not to exceed 45 days of evaluation at a reception 

and evaluation center for youthsT--exeept--that--~f--the 

e¥a±~atio~-ts-to-be-do~e--at--tfte--Mofttana--yodth--~reatment 

eenter,--the--eomm±tment--provisions--o£--53-~%-585--must-be 

re%%ow~d-end-no-evei~etion-or-e-yodth-mey-be-don~-a~-Mo~tana 

~tat~-hosp±tai. 

{3) At any time after a youth has been taken into 

custody, the court may request that the youth be evaluated 

at the Montana youth treatment center, for a period not to 

exceed 60 days, for the sole purpose of advising the court 

as to whether the youth is seriously mentally ill, as 

-2- SB 411 
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defined in 53-21-102, but the court must first find that 

reasonable grounds exist to believe that the youth is 

suffering from a mental disorder as defined in 53-21-102. 

(4) No evaluation of a youth may be performed at the 

Montana state hospital unless such youth is transferred to 

the district court under 41-5-206. 

t3t111 No youth may be committed or transferred to a 

penal institution or other facility used for the execution 

of sentence of adult persons convicted of crimes. 

t4tlil Any order of the court may be modified at any 

time. In the case of a youth committed to the department of 

institutions, an order pertaining to the youth may be 

modified only upon notice to the department and subsequent 

hearing. 

t5till Whenever the court vests legal custody in an 

agency, institution, or department, it must transmit with 

the dispositional judgment copies of a medical report and 

such other clinical, predisposition, or other reports and 

information pertinent to the care and treatment of the 

youth. 

t6t--Exeep~-as-pro¥ided-ift-53-it-58~7-if-~he-eHs~ody-of 

s-yo~th-is-~rsnsEe~~ed-~e--~he--depertment--of--instit~tions 

~nder--subseetion-tltt-~he-yo~~h-may-not-be-eomm±tted-ta-the 

Montana--yo~th--trestment--eenter--Hnless---the---eomm~tment 

provisions-of-53-i%-595-sre-foiiowedo 
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(8) If the court determines that a delinquent youth or 

youth in need of supervision is in need of treatment at the 

Montana youth treatment center, the court must first 

determine, based on testimony of a professional person, as 

defined in 53-21-102, that the youth is seriously mentally 

ill as defined in 53-21-102. The youth is entitled to all 

rights provided by 53-21-114 through 53-21-119. 

(9) Upon a finding of serious mental illness, the 

court may commit a delinquent youth to the department of 

institutions and recommend that the youth be placed at the 

Montana youth treatm~nt center. Upon release or discharge 

' 
from the center, if the court order has not expired or if 

the youth is less than 21 years of age, he must be retained 

under the supervision of the department until the expiration 

of the court order or until he attains the age of 21. 

t~tl!Ql The order of commitment to the department of 

institutions shall read as follows: 

ORDER OF COMMITMENT 

State of Montana 

ss. 

County of .••••• 

In the district court for the •••• Judicial District. 

On the ••.. day of •••. , 19 •• , •... , a minor of this 

county, •••• years of age, was brought before me charged 

with .•••• Upon due proof I find that •••• is a suitable 

-4- SB 411 
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person to be committed to the department of institutions. 

It is ordered that .... be committed to the department 

of institutions until ••... 

The names, addresses, and occupations of the parents 

are: 

Name Address Occupation 

•••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 

The names and addresses of their nearest relatives are: 

Witness my hand this ••.. day of .... , A.D. 19 ... 

Judge" 

Section 2. Section 53-21-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-501. Location and function of center. There is 

a Montana youth treatment center located at Billings, 

Montana. The function of the center is the careL a"d 

treatment of-pe~~o"~-betwee"-tke-ege~-of-i~-a"d-~8-yea~~-who 

he•e-been-fotl"~-to-be-~e~iott~~y-mentaliy-i±±--a"d--who--ho~e 

~ee"--app~opriately--e~al~ated--and-committed-to-the-eenter~ 

and eva 1 ua t ion of -~-·~di v iduals :1:9-yea~~-of-eg_e-and-~nder WHO 

ARE 12 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND UNDER 19 YEARS OF AGE who 

are committed pursuant to 53-21-505 or 41-5-523. THE CENTER 

IS A MENTAL HEALTH FACILITY AS DEFINED IN 53-21-102(6)." 
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Section 3. Section 53-21-505, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-505. No voluntary admissions -- commitment 

provisions. (1) There may be no vo1unta~y admissions or 

commitments to the Montana youth treatment center. All 

admissions to the center, other than those p~ovided for in 

41-5-523, must be by appropriate district court commitment, 

pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-114 through 53-21-127. 

(2) The duration of the initial commitment to the 

treatment center is 3 months, and the commitment may be 

renewed or extended pursuant to the provisions of 53-21-128 

for 6 monthsL and ehen-yea~ly-thereafter FURTHER EXTENSIONS 

MAY BE OBTAINED UNDER THE SAME PROCEDURES AS 53-21-128(2). 

(3) In addition to the determi"8e±o"--by--a--d±~tr±ee 

eoort--that--t~e--±"~±~±d~a~--i~--~eriott~iy-m~~ta~ly-±ll,-a~ 

def±ned--by--53-%±-19~ commitment procedures required in 

subsection (1), an individual may-not-be-~nder-1~-year~-o£ 

age-or-more-than mtl~t-be-ie~~-than MA¥-N9T-BB-BNBER-l%-¥EARS 

9F-A6B-9R-M9RB-~HAH MUST BE AT LEAST 12 YEARS OF AGE BUT 

LESS THAN 18 years of age upon the date of his admission to 

the center. In~ividMai~-~n~er-the-age-of-1~-may-be- adm±teed 

only--ptlr~tlant-to-t~e-~tlle~-p~omolgated-by-~he-departmen~-o£ 

±n~t±totio"~-ander-the-pro~±~io"~-o£-53-it-59~7'' 

Section 4. Section 53-21-506, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-506. No commitment to Montana state hospital. 

No--one-onder-±8-year~-of-aqe-may-be-~oiontariiy-adm±tted-or 

-6- SB 411 
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1 

2 

3 

eemmieted--by--a--eoHre--to--Me~~ana--eeate---he~p±tai7 An 

individual less than 18 years of age may not be voluntarily 

admitted or committed by a court to the Montana state 

4 hospital unless such individual is transferred to district 

5 court pursuant to 41-S-206.u 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 53-21-507, 

7 MCA, is repealed. 

8 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Severability. If a part of 

9 this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

10 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

11 invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains 

12 in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

13 

14 

15 

the invalid applications. 

NEW SECTION, Section 7. 

existing authority of the 

Extension 

department 

of authority. Any 

of social and 

16 rehabilitation services or the department of institutions to 

17 make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

18 extended to the provisions of this act. 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. This act is 

20 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-7- ss 411 


