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Aft ENTITLf>: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT WHE~ER 71l 
A VEHICLE IS ESTABLISHED TO HAVE BEEN IN VIOLATION OF THE 

LAW PROHIBITING THE PASSING OF A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS, THE 

REGISTERED OWNER OF THE VEHICLE IS PRIMA FACIE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE VIOLATION; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 61-8-351, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

identification of violator -- penalty. (l) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus which has 

stopped on the highway or street for the purpose of 

receiving or discharging any school children shall stop the 

vehicle not less than 10 feet before reaching such school 

bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual flashing 

red signal as specified in 61-9-402 and said driver shall 

not proceed until the children have entered the school bus 

or have alighted and reached the side of the highway or 

street on which they live and until such school bus resumes 
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motion or the driver has signaled traffic to proceed. In 

addition the driver of a vehicle must slow and proceed with 

caution when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus which is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 

school children as indicated by flashing amber lights as 

specified in 61-9-402. 

(2) Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly 

visible signs containing the words 11 SCHOOL BUS'1 in letters 

not less than 8 inches in height, and in addition shall be 

equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements of 

61-9-402. Amber flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approximately 150 feet in cities and approximately 

500 feet in other areas before the bus is stopped to receive 

or discharge school children on the highway or street. Red 

lights shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the 

highway or street whether inside or outside the corporate 

limits of any city or town for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging school children. However, a school district 

board of trustees may, in its discretion, adopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

is stopped at the school site for purposes of receiving or 

discharging school children and such receipt or discharge 
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1 does not involve street crossing by the children; and such 

2 lights may not be operated in violation of such a policy. 

3 (3) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

4 for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

S children either to or from school all markings thereon 

6 indicating "SCHOOL BUS" shall be covered or concealed. 

7 (4) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

8 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

9 school bus which is on a different roadway or when upon a 

10 controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in a 

11 loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway 

12 and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 

13 roadway. 

14 (S) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

15 violation of subsection (1), the person in whose name the 

16 vehicle is registered is prima facie the driver of the 

17 vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. 

18 (6) Violation of subsection (1) is punishable upon 

19 conviction by a fine of not more than $500." 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 327 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN, YELLOWTAIL, 

PINSONEAULT, MCCALLUM, COBB, PECK, 

KEYSER, HARRINGTON, KOEHNKE, 

EUDAILY, GRADY, NELSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT WHENEVER 

A VEHICLE IS ESTABLISHED TO HAVE BEEN IN VIOLATION OF THE 

LAW PROHIBITING THE PASSING OF A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS, THE 

REGISTERED OWNER OF THE VEHICLE IS PRfMA--PAElB--RESP9NSfBbH 

ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE VIOLATION: PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE 

VIOLATION; AMENDING SECTION 61-a-351, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-a-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

identification of violator -- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any cit.y or town upon mee:.ing or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus which has 

stopped on the highway or street for the purpose of 

receiving or discharging any school children shall stop the 

vehicle not less than 10 feet before reaching such school 

bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual flashing 

red signal as specified in 61-9-402 and said driver shall 
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not proceed until the children have entered the school bus 

or have alighted and reached the side of the highway or 

street on which they live and until such school bus resumes 

motion or the driver has signaled traffic to proceed. In 

addition the driver of a vehicle must slow and proceed with 

caution when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus which is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 

school children as indicated by flashing amber lights as 

specified in 61-9-402. 

(2) Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly 

visible signs containing the words "SCHOOL BUS" in letters 

not less than 8 inches in height, and in addition shall be 

equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements of 

61-9-402. Amber flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approximately 150 feet in cities and appro~imately 

500 feet in other areas before the bus is stopped to ~eceive 

or discharge school children on the highway or street. Red 

lights shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the 

highway or street whether inside or outside the corporate 

limits of any city or town for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging school children. However, a school district 

board of trustees may, in 1ts discretion, adopt a policy 
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1 prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

2 is stopped at the school s1te for purpose~ of receiving or 

discharging school ch1ldren and such receipt or discharge 

4 does not involve street crossing by the children; and such 

5 lights may :lot be operated in violation of such a policy. 

6 

7 

(3} When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

8 children either to or from school all markings th~reon 

9 indicating "SCHOOL BUS'' shall be covered or concealed. 

10 {4) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

11 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

12 school bus which is Otl a different roadway or when upon a 

13 controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in a 

14 loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway 

15 and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 

16 roadway. 

17 (5) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

18 violation of subsection (1) AND THE IDENTITY OF THE DRIVER 

19 OF SAID VEHICLE CANNOT BE ESTABLISHED, the person in whose 

20 name the vehicle is registered is ~~~m~-r~e±e-the-dr±ve~--o~ 

21 the-vehicle-~t-the-t~me-o£-~he-ai!ege~-~±e%ation ACCOUNTABLE 

22 FOR ANY VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION THAT IS CAUSED BY HIS 

23 VEHICLE. 

24 (6} violation of subsection (1) is punishable upon 

25 conviction by a fine of not more than $500." 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 327 

INTRODUCED BY B. BRONN, YELLOWTAIL, 

PINSONEAULT, MCCALLUM, COBB, PECK, 

KEYSER, BARRINGTON, KOEIINKE, 

EUDAILY, GRADY, NELSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT WHENEVER 

A VESICLE IS ESTABLISHED TO SAVE BEEN IN VIOLATION OF THE 

LAN PROHIBITING THE PASSING OF A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS, THE 

REGISTERED OWNER OF THE VEHICLE IS PRfMA-PAefB PRIMA FACIE 

RBSPEIHSIBbB Ae~ABbB RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VIOLATION1 

PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION; AMENDING SECTION 

61-8-351, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61~8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

identification of violator -- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus which has 

stopped on the highway or street for the purpose of 

receiving or discharging any school children shall stop the 

vehicle not less than 10 feet before reaching such school 

bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual flashing 
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,·1, 

red signal as specified ln 61-9-402 and said driver shall 

not proceed until the children have entered the school bus 
I' 

or have a\ighted and reached the side of the highway or 

street on which they live and until such,school bus reau .. s 

.ation or the driver has signaled traffic to proceed. In 

addition the driver of a vehicle must slow and proceed with 

caution when meeting or overtaking froa eithea direction any 

school bus which is preparing to stop o~ the highway or 

street for the purpose of receiving or'discharging any 

school children as indicated by flashing amber 1 ights as 

.specified in 61-9-402. 

(2) Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly. 

visible signs containing the words "SCHOOL BUS" in letters 

not less than 8 inches in height, and in addition shall be 

equi~d· with visilal signals meeting the require•ents of 

61:;9-402. Aaber flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approximately 150 feet in cities and approximately 

500 feet in other areas before the bus is stopped to receive 

or discharge school children on the highway or street. Red 

lights shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the 

highway or street whether inside or outside the corporate 

li•its of any city or town for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging school children. However, a school district 

THIRD ttBADIIICi' 
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board'of trustees may, in ita discretion, adopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

3 is stopped at the school site for purposes of receiving or 

4 discharging school children and such receipt or discharge 

5 does not involve street crossing by the'children: and such 

6 lights may n'ot be operated in violation of such a policy. 

1 (l) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

B for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

9 children either to or from school all markings thereon 

10 indicating "SCHOOL BUS" shall be covered or concealed. 

11 (4) The driver of a 'vehicle upon a highway with 

12 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

13 school bus which is on a different roadway or when upon a 

14 

15 

16 

controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in a 

loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway 

and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 

11 roadway. 

18 (5) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

19 violation of subsection (1) AND THE IDENTITY OF THE DRIVER 

20 OF SAID VEHICLE CANNOT BE ESTABLISHED, the person in whose 

21 naaa the vehicle is registered is pri.a-faeie-~he-driwer-of 

22 the-•ehieie-at-the-time-of-the-atieged-yioiation PRIMA FACIE 

23 THE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE AT THE TIME OF THE ALLEGED 

24 VIOLATION. AeeBUN~AB&B--PeR--AN¥--Y£9&A~fBN-9P-!Hf9-9Be!f9N 

25 !HA!-19-eABSBB-B¥-H£9-YBHfe&B~ 
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(6) Violation of subsection (1) is punishable upon 

conviction by a fine of not more than $500." 

-End-

•:.: 
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SENATE BILL NO. 327 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN, YELLOWTAIL, 

PINSONEAULT, MCCALLUM, COBB, PECK, 

KEYSER, HARRINGTON, KOEHNKE, 

EUDAILY, GRADY, NELSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING TRAT WHENEVER 

A VEHICLE IS ESTABLISHED TO HAVE BEEN IN VIOLATION OF THE 

LAW PROHIBITING THE PASSING OF A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS, THE 

REGISTERED OWNER OF THE VEHICLE IS PR±MA-PAE±B PRIMA FACIE 

RBSP8NSf8bil AEeSHH~ABbB RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VIOLATION; 

PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION; AMENDING SECTION 

61-8-351, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

identification of violator -- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus which has 

stopped on the highway or street for the purpose of 

receiving or discharging any school children shall stop the 

vehicle not less than 10 feet before reaching such school 

bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual flashing 
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red signal as specified in 61-9-402 and said driver shall 

not proceed until the children have entered the school bus 

or have alighted and reached the side of the highway or 

street on which they live and until such school bus resumes 

motion or the driver has signaled traffic to proceed. In 

addition the driver of a vehicle must slow and proceed with 

caution when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus which is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 

school children as indicated by flashing amber lights as 

specified in 61-9-402. 

(2} Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly 

visible signs containing the words 11 SCHOOL BUS" in letters 

not less than 6 inches in height, and in addition shall be 

equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements of 

61-9-402. Amber flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approximately 150 feet in cities and approximately 

500 feet in other areas before the bus is stopped to receive 

or discharge school children on the highway or street. Red 

lights shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped an the 

highway or street whether inside or outside the corporate 

limits of any city or town for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging school children. However, a school district 
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board of trustees may, in its discretion, adopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

is stopped at the school site for purposes of receiving or 

discharging school children and such receipt or discharge 

does not involve street crossing by the childreni and such 

lights may not be operated in violation of such a policy. 

(3) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

9 children either to or from school all markings thereon 

10 indicating 11 SCHOOL BUS 11 shall be covered or concealed. 

11 {4} The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

12 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

13 school bus which is on a different roadway or when upon a 

14 controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in a 

15 loadihg zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway 

16 and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 

17 roadway. 

18 (5) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

19 violation of subsection {l) AND THE IDENTITY OF THE DRIVER 

20 OF SAID VEHICLE CANNOT BE ESTABLISHED, the person in whose 

21 name the vehicle is registered is pr±me-faete-~he-e~±ver-o£ 

22 ~he-veh~ele-at-the-~~me-o£-the-eiieged-Y~e±at±on PRIMA FACIE 

23 THE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE AT THE TIME OF THE ALLEGED 

24 VIOLATION. A€€8BNTA8hB--P8R--AN¥--Yi9hAT£9N-8F-THfS-SB€T£9N 

25 THAT-£S-€ABSBB-BY-HfS-YBH£€hB~ 
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(6) Violation of subsection (l) is punishable upon 

conviction by a fine of not more than $500.'' 

-End-
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