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INTRODUCED BY i
/

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING AUTHORITY TO
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ALLOW CLOSURE OF CERTAIN
RAILROAD FACILITIES NOT REQUIRED BY THE PUBLIC CONVENIENCE

AND NECESSITY; AMENDING SECTION 63-14-202, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 69-14-202, MCA, is amended to read:
"69-14-202. Duty to furnish shipping and passenger

facilities. ¢t} Every person, corporation, or association

operating a railroad in the state shall maintain and staff
facilities for shipment and delivery of freight and shall
ship and deliver freight and accommodate passengers in at
least one location, preferably Lthe county seat, in each
county through which the line of the railway passes and at
any point upon the line of such railway where there--is--a
ctty--er-—town--having--a-—pepulatisnr-according-teo-the-tast
federal-census;-ef-not-tesas-than-1;666:---provideds--hewever;
that——-this——aection--shail--not--require-the-maintenance—and
staffing—of—aueh—facéiities—in-any—county—or—at—any—city—-or
town--in--which--such--facitities--were--not--maintained-and

staffed-on-duty—-7-13969+ such facilities were maintained and

staffed on January 1, 1985, However, if a person,
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corporation, or agsociation operating a railroad

demonsgtrates to the public service commission, following an

opportunity for a public hearing, that a facility is not

requited for public convenience and necessity, the

commission shall authorize the closure, consolidation, or

centralization of the facilit&.

t2¥--Nothing-—-in-—-chis--—section———--auvthorirea-—--the
discontinuance--of-any-facitity-presentiy-estabiished-in-any
citys-tawny-ot-ether-tocation-having-a—-population--ef-—-less
than--17800--without--a-~-hearing-~before--the-public-service
commiassiony-as-provided-by-itaws"

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Aany
existing authority of the public service commission to make
rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is
extended to the provisions of this act.
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