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INTRODUCED BY BILL NO. 31..&._ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING AUTHORITY TO 

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ALLOW CLOSURE OF CERTAIN 

RAILROAD FACILITIES NOT REQUIRED BY THE PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 

AND NECESSITY; AMENDING SECTION 69-14-202, MCA." 

BE I' ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-14-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 69-14-202. Duty to furnish shipping and passenger 

facilities. t~t Every person, corporation, or association 

operating a railroad in the state shall maintain and staff 

facilities for shipment and delivery of freight and shall 

ship and deliver freight and accommodate passengers in at 

least one location, preferably the county seat, in each 

17 county through which the line of the railway passes and at 

18 any point upon the line of such railway where ~here--is--s 

19 e*ty--er--tewn--ha¥iftg--a--populetienT-aeeordinq-te-the-iast 

20 £ederal-eensus,-ef-aot-iess-than-!,9&9~--provided,--heweverr 

21 that--this--seetion--shall--not--~e~~ire-the-maifttenaftee-and 

22 starr±ng-of-~neh-faeilities-in-any-eo~nty-or-a~-afty-eity--or 

23 town--in--wh±eh--s~eh--facilitiee--were--not--ma±ntained-and 

24 staffed-on-d~iy-%,-1969~ such facilities were maintained and 

25 staffed on January 1, 1985, However, if a person, 
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cor~!~tj~n,_ or association operating a railroad 

demonstrates to the public service commission, following an 

oppqrtunity for a public hearing, that a facility is not 

req~ired for public convenience and necessity, the 

commission shall authorize the closure, consolidation, or 

centralization of the facilitY. 

tit--Nothing---in---th±s---~ection----a~thorizes----the 

diseont±n~anee--of-any-faeiiity-presently-estab%±shed-in-any 

cityT-townT-or-other-location-ha¥±n9-a--pop~iation--ef--less 

than--lT899--w±thout--a--hearift~--be£ere--the-p~biic-serviee 

coiiUiliasion7-aa-preY-i:~e~-by-iaw.-" 

NEW SECTION. Se~tion 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the public service commission to make 

rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

extended to the provisions of this act. 
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