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~~:"E¥ INTRODUCED BY ~- ,, . . ~~ ~ __ 

~ irf.,t: i ·' ;. '( ~'~"' 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN I<CT R£VISING VOTER 

~EGISTRATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-203, 13-2-301, AND 

13-2-401, MCI<." 

BE IT ENI<CTED BY 'fHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section" l. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. ( l) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

{2) The election adn1inistrator shall send registration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, 1n addition, arrange for the 

forms to oe w1dely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration furm shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state, and an explanation __ of 

the voter registration laws :;hall~tached to or prinr_ed 

on t_l1_e standard regis~~!:_~?n for_!!!. 

(3) The Plector shall complete, sign, and e%t~er 

~erify-or-af~irm-~~e-mail-regt~trat~on-form-befare~a--Motary 

~ttblie--~r--o~ner--eff~eer--em~~wered-te-edm±n±ster-eeth~-er 

ee~ple~e--~nd--~i9n--the--form--end--obta±n--the--~iqnattlre7 

~"" "9""'"· """"' 
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1 addre~~,--and--voe±ng--pr~einee--or--~t-~~e~t-on~-re~±~tered 

2 voter-in-the-eonnty-who-~ha~i-w±tne~~-t~~--faet~--~tated--en 

3 the--re9i~trat±on--form return the registration form to the 

4 election administrator. 

5 {4) The registration form must be received by the 

6 election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

7 registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

8 later than i5 30 days after the date it is signed by-t~e 

9 w±tne~s-or-off±eer-before-whom-signed." 

10 Section 2. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

ll ''13-2-301. Close of registration -- procedure. {l) The 

12 election administrator shall: 

13 (a) close registrations for 30 days before aGy 

14 election; and 

15 (b) publish a notice specifyi11g lhe day registrations 

16 will close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 

l7 through 2-3-107 or in a new~paper of generdl circulation 1n 

18 the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close 

19 of registration. 

20 I 2 J Information to be included in the notice shall be 

Ll prescribed by the secretary of state. 

22 (3) An in.dividu§__l who_§__ubm!_::.:;; a completed registrdti_s::o_CJ_ 

23 form to the electi.on adrr.ini:;;trator before the deadline --- -~ ~-----

H p_rovi9_ed in subseccion (l)j_~_) __ ~-~~.:lowed _ _S:_o_ correct a 

25 mistake on the compl~_t_e_~~istratio_n __ __f__Q_rm~ ~_y time 

~2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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before the election, and thereafter the qualified elector is 

eligible to vote !n the next election.'' 

Section 3. Section 13-2-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-401. Cancellation of registration for failure to 

vote -- reregistration. (1) Except as provided in subsection 

(3), within 60 days after every general election in which a 

president is elected, the election administrator shall: 

(a) send a postcard to each elector in each precinct 

who did not vote, as shown by the oftlcial pollbook and 

precinct register, to notify the elec~-~~_that his name will 

be removed from the voter register unless the postcard is 

signed and returned to the election adrninistra_~~r within 14 

days after mailin~ 

tat~ cancel the registration of the electocs who 

have not voted in each precinct, as shown by the official 

pollbook and precinct register of each precinct~~~ess the 

election administ~~ .. tor receives the signed notification 

return within 14 days after the mailing required 1n 

subsection (l){a); 

tbt.i.£1 mark the form of each elector whose 

registration has been canceled; and 

tetill place canceled forms for the entire county in 

alphabetical order in the canceled file. 

24 (2) An elector whose registration is canceled may 

25 reregister in the same manner as if he were registering for 
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the first time. 

(3) The registration of an elect~r who votes by 

absentee ballot but whose ballot does not arrive in time to 

be counted may not be canceled if his ba:~~t is received and 

rejected by the election administrator within 10 days 

succeeding the election. 

(4) When the election administrator has completed 

cancellation of the electors' registration as provided in 

this section, a notice of cancellation shall be published on 

radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 through 2-3-107 

or in a newspaper of general circulation in the county once 

a week for 2 weeks. The notice shall be ~~n in a display 

advertisement (known as ROP in the trade) if in a newspaper 

or as an announcement if on radio or television and shall be 

in a form prescribed by the secretary oE state. The names 

of those electors whose registration has been canceled need 

not be published.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the secretary of sLate to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this ac: is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

-End-

-4-
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ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 308 

INTRODUCED BY BLAYLOCK, PINSONEAULT, LYNCH, 

MOHAR, LYBECK, JACOBSON, FARRELL, B. BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING VOTER 

REGISTRATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-102, 13-2-203, 

13-2-301, AND 13-2-401, MCI\." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 13-2-102, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-2-102. Deputy registrars. (1) A notary public who 

fulfills the requirements of subsection {4) may be a deputy 

registrar in the county in which he resides. 

(2) (a) The governing body of each county may at its 

discretion appoint two or more deputy registrars for each 

precinct in the county before March 15 of each even-numbered 

year. 

(b) The number of deputy registrars, if appointed, 

shall be equally divided between the political parties 

meeting the requirements of 13-10-601 unless one or more of 

the parties fail to submit the list required in subsection 

{3) or submit an incomplete list. A political party which 

qualifies under 13-10-501 may request the appointment of 

deputy registrars and shall submit a list for such 

appointments within 30 days of such qualification. 
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(c) An appointed deputy registrar must be a resident 

elector in the precinct for which appointed but may register 

electors in all precincts in the ee~nty state. 

(3) Deputy registrars shall be appointed from lists of 

individuals recommended by the qualified political parties, 

submitted by February 1 of even-numbered years. If no lists 

are submitted by political parties, the governing body may 

appoint two deputy registrars for each precinct without 

party recommendations. 

(4} Each election administrator shall provide training 

to all deputy registrars in registration procedures and 

shall issue a certificate to each deputy registrar on 

successful completion of the training. A deputy registrar 

may not register voters without a current certificate. All 

certificates expire on March 15 of each even-numbered year. 

(5) Deputy registrars shall forward all completed 

cards to the county registrar within 3 days. Registration 

cards properly executed before a deputy registrar prior to 

the close of registration shall be accepted for 3 days after 

the close of registration. 

(6) Each election administrator shall certify to the 

secretary of state the ngmes of each deputy registrar to 

whom a certificate has been issued. The secretary of state 

shall then compile a list of deputy registrars with current 

certificates and make that ~ist available to each election 

-2- SB 308 
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administrator and the public." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms foE mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of stateT-~nd-an-~xplanae~en-:of 

~he--vo~e~-~egis~rat±on-laws-shait-ee-~ttaened-to-or-printe~ 

en-~~e-~ta~~e~d-registr8tion-£orm. ~QRM PRESCRIBSD BY THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE EXPLAINING VOTER REGISTRATION 

QUALIFICATIONS, DEADLINES, AND PURGE INFORMATION SHALL BE 

DISTRIBUTED WITH THE MAIL REGISTRATION FORM. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and either 

veri£y-or-aff~rm-~~e-maii-~eg~~~ration-form-be£ore-~--notary 

pttbi±e--or--other--or~±ee~--empowered-to-arlmtn±stet-ost~~-or 

eomptete--and--3i9n--the--~orm--e~d--obtain--the--s±~n8ttlre7 

addre~~ 7--aftd--~otin9--pree±net--of--at-tea3t-one-re9i~te~ed 

'ti"Ote r -+ n-ehe-eott 1"1: ty-who -shal: t -w± t 1\1!5 e-t ~e--£a;: t ~-·-sea ted--Oft 

the--~eq±stret~on--·£-orm rett1rn.-tl'ie-r~±!lt-ra~~o~-forM-t~-the 

f!l:eetie_!"J-e;t~I'ftin±~tr~_~!':" EITHER VERIFY OR AFFIRM ___ Ti:!:E MAIL 
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REGISTRATION FORM BEFORE A NOTARY PUB_LIC OR OTHER OFFICER 

EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS OR COMPLETE AND SIGN THE _FORM 

AND OBTAIN THE SIGN~.TUf<E,_~DRESS, AND VOTING PRECINCT OF A1' 

LEAST __ <J.NE REGISTERED VOTER IN THE COONTY WHO SHALL WITNESS 

THE FAC'I'S STATED ON THE REGISTRATION FORM. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than iS 36 !2 days after the date it is signed Oy-the 

w±tne~5-or-~££±ee~-be~ore-whom--~ign~d BY THE WITNESS OR 

OFFICER BEFORE WHOM i>IGNED." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-301. Close of registr~tion --procedure. tl) The 

election administrat0r shall: 

(a) close registrations for 30 days 

election; and 

befoLe any 

{b} publish a notice specifying the day registrations 

will clcse on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 

through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close 

of registration. 

{ 2) lnforma't ion t:o be inc 1 uded in the not ice shall be 

pcescribed by the secretary of state. 

ll.l__~n individual who s~l!bmits a complet_~.Q_--~~strat ion 

K<2E .. ~--~~_!£!~~-~i?._~ administrator be_fore the deadline 

-4- SB 308 
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provided in subsection (l) (a} is allowed to correct a 

mistake on the completed registration form ee-eny-~±me 

be£o~e-the-eleetion UNTIL 5 P.M. ON THE ~OTH DAY FOLLOWING 

THE CLOSE OF REGISTRATION, and thereafter the qualified 

elector is eligible to vote in the next election.'' 

Section 4. Section 13-2-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-401. Cancellation of registration for failure to 

vote -- reregistration. (1} Except as provided in subsection 

(3), within 60 days after every general election in which a 

president is elected, the election administrator shall: 

tat--~~nd-a-p63eee~d-eo-ea~h-e~eetor-~n--eaen--eree~net 

who--O±d--not--vote,---a~-~hown-by-tne-offie~~~-poilboo~-and 

~ee~net-reg~~ter,-to-~ot~~the-e±eetor-that-hi~-"eme--w±ZZ 

be~-removed--fr~m--the-voter-reg±~ter-~~ze~~-the-po~tea~d-~~ 

signed-and-ret~rned-to-the-eleetie~-adm~ni~trator-with±n--±4 

~1~~efter-ma~r±~9~ 

tat~ cancel the registration of the electors who 

have not voted in each precinct, as shown by the official 

pollbook and precinct register of each precinctr-~ni~~s-~he 

e~~~t~on--adm±n±strator--reeei~e~-~~ne--~iqned--not±~±eation 

retHrn---with±n--14--day~--after--the--ma±i~~--reguired--±n 

~tlbseetion-tlttat; 

tiotf_e_tllll mark the form of each elector whose 

registration has been canceled; and 

tettdt(C) place canceled forms for the entire county 

-5- SB 308 
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in alphabetical order in the canceled file. 

(2) An elector whose registration is canceled may 

reregister in the same manner as if he were registering for 

the first time. 

(3) The registration of an elector who votes by 

absentee ballot but whose ballot does not arrive in time to 

be counted may not be canceled if his ballot is received and 

rejected by the election administrator within 10 days 

succeeding the election. 

(4) Wh~n--the--eiee~~on--~dm±nistr8tor--ha~--compieeed 

eanc~iietton-o£-ehe-e%eetors~-re~±~trae±on--as--proy~ded--±" 

th±~--~eetionr-a ~ notice of cancellation shall be published 

on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 through 

2-J-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

county once a week for 2 weeks PRIOR TO ~HE DATE OF 

CANCELLATION. ------ The notice shall be run in a display 

advertisement (known as ROP in the trade) if in a newspaper 

or as dn announcement if on radio or television and shall be 

in a form prescribed by the secretary of state. The names 

of those electors whose registration has been canceled need 

not be published." 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the secretary of state to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

-End-
-6- SB 308 
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SENATE BILL NO. 308 

INTRODUCED BY BLAYLOCK, PINSONEAULT, LYNCH, 

MOHAR, LYBECK, JACOBSON, FARRELL, B. BROWN 

A BILL FOR 

REGISTRATION 

AN ACT 

LAiiS; 

ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING VOTER 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-102, 13-2-203, 

13-2-301, AND 13-2-401, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 13-2-102, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-2-102. Deputy registrars. (l) A notary public who 

fulfills the requirements of subsection (4) may be a deputy 

registrar in the county in which he resides. 

(2) (a) The governing body of each county may at its 

discretion appoint two or more deputy registrars for each 

precinct in the county before March 15 of each even-numbered 

year. 

(b) The number of deputy registrars, if appointed, 

shall be equally divided between the political parties 

meeting the requirements of 13-10-601 unless one or more of 

the parties fail to submit the list required in subsection 

(3) or submit an incomplete list. A political party which 

qualifies under 13-10-501 may request the appointment of 

deputy registrars and shall submit a list for such 

appointments within 30 days of such qualification. 
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(c) An appointed deputy registrar must be a resident 

elector in the precinct for which appointed but may register 

electors in all precincts in the eeanty state. 

(l) Deputy registrars shall be appointed from lists of 

individuals recommended by the qualified political parties, 

submitted by February 1 of even-numbered years. If no lists 

are submitted by political parties, the governing body may 

appoint two deputy registrars for each precinct without 

party recommendations. 

(4) Each election administrator shall provide training 

to all deputy registrars in registration procedures and 

shall issue a certificate to each deputy registrar on 

successful completion of the training. A deputy registrar 

may not register voters without a current certificate. All 

certificates expire on March 15 of each even-numbered year. 

(5) Deputy registrars shall forward all completed 

cards to the county registrar within 3 days. Registration 

cards properly executed before a deputy registrar prior to 

the close of registration shall be accepted for 3 days after 

the close of registration. 

16) Each election administrator shall certify to the 

secretary of state the names of each deputy registrar to 

whom a certificate has been issued. The secretary of state 

shall then compile a list of deputy [egistrars with current 

certificates and make that list available to each election 

-2- SB 308 
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administrator and the public." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-2()3. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual m~.Y reg.ister by mailipg, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration .. form to .the election administrator in 

the co~nty in which h.e resides . 

(2} The election ~dministra.tor shall send r_~gistration 

forms foG mail registrations to all qualified individua.ls 

requesting them and shall, in add.ition, arrange for the 

forms to ~e ~idely and conveniently available within the 

.county. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

pre$cribed by the secretary of stateT-and-an-expi-llfta~i::eft--e.£ 

t-h!!!--vot:er-re;*st:r-et:.i-on-±aws-:~h.ai%-b!=;-At .. t.aehed-to-or-prift_t:ed 

!>n-tb~-stan<iar<i-reg±strat±on-torm. II FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE 

SECRETI\RY OF STATE E)Cl>LIIINING VOTER REGISTRATION 

QUALIFICATIONS, DEADLINES, AND .PURGE HIFORMATION SHALL BE 

DISTRIBUTJ;:D WITH nlE AAIL REGISTRATION FORM. 

( 3) T.he elector shall complete, sign, and _.ither 

.YerHr-er-.,£Url!l-t~-!lllii-r,gistraHen-fe .. m-befer.e-a--f!ot:ary 

,ettplic--.or--et:ber--of£icer--eli!P"l!lere.<i-to-admtni::ot.e .. -.eot:l!s-er 

c.omple.tf!!--8 n!!- -11 *~·"--the- -f.or!l- -.al\d--obtain-- t:h.e- -s ;;,,.,.,,.,,., 7 

a<~<irfl!ur--.'!'J).d--y!>tin<;~--precinct--ef--,.t-least-ene-regist:ere<i 

.Yoter-±n-t:l'!e-cottnty-who-;:ojuti~-lJfit:ne:os-the--facts--.etated--ort 

tt,~-- reg1: :st ra:t:i-on--for 1ft J"et 1:1 r"-tfte-re't :s-t:r-e: t i-on- £-o:rm- toe- ttfte 
• • ~- -· L 

eicetien-administroter~ EITHER V~IF¥ OR AFFIRM THE MAIL 
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REGISTRATION FORM BEFORE ·A NOTARY PUBLIC OR OTHER OFFICER 

EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS OR COMPLETE AND SIGN THE FORM 

liND OBTAIN THE SIGNATURE, ADDRESS, liND VOTING PRECII'ICT OF AT 

LEAST .ONE ·REGISTERED JJOTER liN THE COUNTY WHO SHALL WITNESS 

THE FI\.CTS STA-TED ON THE ··REGISTRATION FORM. 

(4} The .registration ~orm must be received by the 

election admi-nistrator ·On or -before the day of the close -of 

r:egi-strat.ion and must be .returned to the administ-rator no 

later than iS ~e J.5 days after the date it is signed loy-the 

·wHness-or-orriecr-bcfe,.._hOIII--Sii!Jfte<i BY THE WITNESS OR 

OFFICER BEFORE oiii!OM SIGNED." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-301, ·MCA, is ame-nded to re-ad: 

•• 13-2-lOJ. ~ Close of registration -- procedurre.~ ( l) The 

elec-tion administrat-or shall: 

(a) ·Close .registrations .for 30 days 

election; and 

be·fore any 

(b·) publish a noti-ce specifying tiN! day r~istrations 

w.ill clo.s-e on radio o-r television as provided i-fl 2-3-105 

tbrough 2-3-lJl7 or i.n a -paper of general circulation in 

t:h.e county at leaet once a. week for 3 weeks befoc@ the Cl"O&e 

of ceQi~trati~A 

I 21 Informatt<:>n to be inclladed in the notice shall be 

.pr"s"ribed l>y tne secretary of state. 

(31 ~n individual wbo s1.1b!llits a completed registration 

fo.rm to the election administrator before the deadline 

-4- sa 1oa 
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provided in subsection (l)(a) is allowed to correct a 

mistake on the completed registration form a~-afty-time 

befere-the-eieetion UNTIL 5 P.M. ON THE lOTH DAY FOLLOWING 

THE CLOSE OF REGISTRATION, and thereafter the qualified 

elector is eligible to vote in the next election." 

Section 4. Section 13-2-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-401. Cancellation of registration for failure to 

vote -- reregistration. (1) Except as provided in subsection 

(3), within 60 days after every gene[al election in which a 

president is elected, the election administrator shall: 

tet--~@ftd-a-p&stea~d-eo-eaeh-ei@e~er-ift--eee"--preeiftet 

wfto--did--ftot--vote,---as-shown-by-the-offieiai-po±ieoo~-aftd 

preeinct-reqisterr-te-aet~!y-~he-e~ee~o~-th8~-h±s-name--w±±i 

be--~emevee--Erom--the-vot~r-~egiete~-~ftiess-the-pos~eard-±s 

s±g~ed-~n0-~etnrned-~o-the-eieet±on-adm±n±strator-within--i4 

days-a£ter-me±i±n~ 

tet~ cancel the registration of the electors who 

have not voted in each precinct, as shown by the official 

pollbook and precinct register of each preci..;:;t.,-t2ni:ess-the 

e l eet ±on--t!dm ± n± .s t ra tor.-- r eee ± 'lte~ -:-the--s ± 9 fted-- not± f ± et.1 t i: on 

rett2rn---w±~~±n--~•--deys--a£tet--the--ma±%~ng--reqt2~red--in 

St2b~eet±on-t±ttat; 

tbtter~ mark the form of ea. en elector whose 

regist:ac~on has been canceled; and 

tettdt ( Cj place canceled forms for the entire countj" 
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in alphabetical order in the canceled file. 

(2) An elector whose registration is canceled may 

reregister in the same manner as if he were registering for 

the first time. 

(3) The registration of an elector who votes by 

absentee ballot but whose ballot does not arrive in time to 

be counted may not be canceled if his ballot is received and 

rejected by the election administrator within 10 days 

succeeding the election. 

(4) When--~he--eieeti~ft--adm±fti~tteto~--has--eomp±eted 

eaneei%at±oft-o£-the-eieetors~-re9istration--a~--pre•±ded--±n 

this--eeetion,-a ~ notice of cancellation shall be published 

on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 through 

2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

county once a week for 2 weeks PRIOR TO THE DATE OF 

CANCELLATION. The notice shall be run in a display 

advertisement (known as ROP in the trade) if in a newspaper 

or as an announcement if on radio or television and shall be 

in a form prescribed by the secretary of state. The names 

of those electors whose registration has been canceled need 

not be published. 1
' 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authorlty of the secretary of state to make rules 

on the subject of the ptovision~ o( this act is extended to 

tne provisions of this act. 

-End-
-6- SB 308 
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SENATE BILL NO. 308 

INTRODUCED BY BLAYLOCK, PINSONEAULT, LYNCH, 

MOHAR, LYBECK, JACOBSON, FARRELL, B. BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING VOTER 

REGISTRATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-102, 13-2-203, 

13-2-301, AND d-2-401, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 13-2-102, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

''13-2-102. Deputy registrars. 11) A notary public who 

fulfills the requirements of subsection {4) may be a deputy 

registrar in the county in which he resides. 

(2) (a) The governing body of each county may at its 

discretion appoint two or more deputy registrars for each 

precinct in the county before March 15 of each even-numbered 

year. 

(b) The number of deputy registrars, if appointed, 

shall be equally divided between the political parties 

meeting the requirements of 13-10-601 unless one or more of 

the parties fail to submit the list required in subsection 

(3) or submit an incomplete list. A political party which 

qualifies under 13-10-501 may request the appointment of 

deputy registrars and shall submit a list for such 

appointme:1ts within 30 da·ys of such qualification. 
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(c) An appointed deputy registrar must be a resident 

elector in the precinct for which appointed but may register 

electors in all precincts in the ee~ftt7 state. 

(3) Deputy registrars shall be appointed from lists of 

individuals recommended by the qualified political parties, 

submitted by February 1 of even-numbered years. If no lists 

are submitted by political parties, the governing body may 

appoint two deputy registrars for each precinct without 

party recommendations. 

(4) Each election administrator shall provide training 

to all deputy registrars in registration procedures and 

shall issue a certificate to each deputy registrar on 

successful completion of the training. A deputy registrar 

may not register voters without a current certificate. All 

certificates expire on March 15 of each even-numbered year. 

(5) Deputy registrars shall forward all completed 

cards to the county registrar within 3 days. Registration 

cards properly executed before a deputy registrar prior to 

the close of registration shall be accepted for 3 days after 

the close of registration. 

{6) Each election administrator shall certify to the 

secretary of state the names of each deputy registrar to 

whom a certificate has been issued. The sec~etary of stace 

shall then compile a list of deputy registrars with current 

certificates and make that list avai:able to each election 
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administrator and the public." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state7-and-an-expie~8t±on--of 

the--voter-registration-iaws-shaii-he-a~taehed-eo-e~-pri"~~d 

eft-the-staftdard-reqistratieft-£erm. A FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE EXPLAINING VOTER REGISTRATION 

QUALIFICATIONS, DEADLINES, AND PURGE INFORMATION SHALL BE 

DISTRIBUTED WITH THE MAIL REGISTRATION FORM. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and either 

ver~£y-o~-a££i~m-the-mei%-regietrat~on-form-berore-a--"otary 

p~Diic--or--other--offieer--~mpewe~ed-to-admi"ister-oaths-or 

eompiete--and--sig"--the--£orm--and--ebtai"--th~--~ignatttr~7 

address,--and--voti"9--precinct--of--at-ieast-one-re9ist~red 

Yoter-in-the-eo~nty-wfte-shaii-witfte~s-the--£acte--stated--o" 

the--regist~ation--form return-the-r~gistratie"-£o~m-to-the 

e%eet±e"-adm±"istraterT EITHER VERIFY OR AFFIRM THE MAIL 
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REGISTRATION FORM BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC OR OTHER OFFICER 

EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS OR COMPLETE AND SIGN THE FORM 

AND OBTAIN THE SIGNATURE, ADDRESS, AND VOTING PRECINCT OF AT 

LEAST ONE REGISTERED VOTER IN THE COUNTY WHO SHALL WITNESS 

THE FACTS STATED ON THE REGISTRATION FORM. 

(4} The registration form must be received by the 

·election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than %5 38 15 days after the date it is signed by-the 

witness-or-o!£±eet"-before-vftom--s±gned BY .THE WITNESS OR 

OFFICER BEFORE WHOM SIGNED." 

Section J. Section 13-2-301, MCA, :s amended to read: 

"13-2-301. Close of registration -- procedure. (1) The 

election administrator shall: 

(a) close ~egistrations for 30 days 

election; and 

before any 

(b) publish a notice specifying the day registrations 

will close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 

through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close 

of registration. 

(2) Information to be included in the r.otice shall be 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) An individual who submits a compleLed registration 

form to the election administrator before the deadline 

-4- SB 308 
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provided in subsection (l)(a) is allowed to correct a 

mistake on the completed registration form at-anr-time 

berere-the-electieft UNTIL 5 P.M. ON THE lOTH DAY FOLLOWING 

THE CLOSE OF REGISTRATION, and thereafter the qualified 

elector is eligible to vote in the next election." 

Section 4. Section 13-2-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-401. Cancellation of registration for failure to 

vote -- reregistration. (1) Except as provided in subsection 

(3), within 60 days after every general election in which a 

president. is elected, the election administrator shall: 

tat-- send-a-po:!l t es r-d-to-eac:h.- e leetot"- -t"--ea eoh-- 2 r- e e it~:e.t 

who--dicl--~ot--vote,---as-showft-by-tke-o£r±eial-pollbook-and 

pree±net-regis~er,-to-noti£y-the-el~etor-that-h±~-~ame--w±%% 

be--~emoved--Erom--~he-¥oter-register-ttrt%e~s-~he-pe~tea~d-±~ 

~~gned-and-ree~r~e~-~o-the-e%ee~ie"-adm~~istrator-w±th±n--%4 

days-a~ter-mail±ng; 

tat~ cancel the registration of the electors who 

have not voted in each precinct, as shown by the official 

pollbook and precinct register of each precinct,-~"le~s-the 

eleetio~--adm~nistrator--reee±~e~--the--~±g~ed--~et±~±eat±e" 

ret~rn---w±thin--t4--days--atter--the--ma±~±~g--regHtred--t" 

~~bseetto~-tlttat; 

tbt~ mack the form of each elector whose 

registration has been canceled~ and 

tet~ place canceled forms for the entire count'y 
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in alphabetical order in the canceled file. 

(2) An elector whose registration is canceled may 

reregister in the same manner as if he were registering for 

the first time. 

(3) The registration of an elector who votes by 

absentee ballot but whose ballot does not arrive in time to 

be counted may not be canceled if his ballot is received and 

rejected by the election administrator within 10 days 

succeeding the election. 

(4) Whert--th@--eleetion--admirti~~ra~o~--ha~--eomp~~~e~ 

e8~eeiiation-o£-the-e%ee~or~~-regi~trs~ion--a~--pro~±ded--in 

eh~s--seetiert,-a ~ notice of cancellation shall be published 

on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 through 

2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

county once a week for 2 weeks PRIOR TO THE DATE OF 

CANCELLATION. The notice shall be run in a display 

advertisement (known as ROP in the trade) if in a newspaper 

or as an announcement if on radio or television and shall be 

in a form prescribed by the secretary of state. The names 

of those electors whose registration has been canceled need 

not be published." 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the secretary of state to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of thi5 act. 

-End-
-6- SB 308 


