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INTRODUCED BY -,-
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE APPROVAL 

OF ELECTORS RESIDING IN EACH MUNICIPALITY AND OF THOSE 

RESIDING IN THE REMAINDER OF THE COUNTY FOR ADOPTION OF A 

PLAN CONSOLIDATING OR TRANSFERRING SERVICES BETWEEN OR AMONG 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR THE 

ELECTORS TO TERMINATE A SERVICE CONSOLIDATION OR TRANSFER 

PLAN; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-ll-304 AND 7-ll-308, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-11-308. General ballot requirements. ( 1) The 

question of adopting a service consolidation or transfer 

shall be submitted to the electors of the local governments 

affected by the proposal in substantially the following 

form: 

Shall the plan for {consolidation or transfer) of 

(insert name of service or function} services proposed in 

the (petition or recommendation of the inter local 

cooperation commission) and service plan to the (insert the 

names of local government units) be adopted? 

0 YES. 

0 NO. 
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LC 1037/01 

(2) If the question of adopting a service 

consolidation or transfer alters the elective status of any 

official, it shall be submitted to the elected county 

electors of the local governments affected by the proposal 

in substantially the following form: 

[]For adoption of (consolidation or transfer) of 

(insert name of service or function) proposed in the 

(petition or recommendation of the interlocal 

cooperation commission) and service plan to the 

(insert names of local government units) in which 

the office of (insert name of county office) is 

(insert description of changes in elective status). 

[]For existing service delivery arrangements. 

(3) In any election involving the question of service 

consolidation or transfer, an affirmative vote of a simple 

majority of those voting on the question i~ residing in each 

of the municipalities and a simple majority of those voting 

on the question residing in the remainder of the county are 

required for adoption. 

(4) If the electors disapprove the proposed service 

consolidation or transfer, each local government retains its 

existing service delivery method until changed or modified 

as provided by law. 

(5) Except for nonsubstantive adjustments required to 

insure efficient and effective operations, a service 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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or transfer effected by the procedures consolidation 

contained in this part may be amended or otherwise changed 

only in the same manner as required for its adoption." 

Section 2. Section 7-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-11-304. Service plan. (1) The petitioners or the 

interlocal cooperation commission shall prepare a service 

plan governing the service or activity proposed to be 

transferred or consolidated. 

(2) The plan shall p[ovide: 

(a) the nature of service or function to be 

consolidated or transferred; 

(b) the effective date of the proposed consolidation 

or transfer; 

(C) the responsibility for administration of the 

service to be consolidated or transferred, ~ncluding the 

succession of the performance of duties currently performed 

by an elected officer if the elective status of an office is 

affected; 

(dJ the manner in which affected employPes ~~l~rer~ly 

engaged in the performan~e of the function 

transferred, reassigned, or otherwise treated; 

will be 

(e) the manner in which real property, facilities, 

equipment, or other personal property required in the 

exercise of the function are lo be transferre1 2olc or 

otherwise disposed of; 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

-;;_; 

25 

LC 1037/01 

(f) the method of financing, es~ablishing, and 

maintaining a budget for the service: and 

(g) the procedures _!~~e used in terminating the pl~_I]_~ 

including the method for disposing _:?f property if the plan 

is te_£!_rlinated as provided in [section ]; __ ~nd 

tgt~ other legal, financial, and administrative 

arrangements necessary to effect the transfer in an orderly 

and equitable manner. 

(3) The service plan may include provisions for an 

administrator or joint board responsible for administering 

any joint or cooperative undertaking. 

(4) The service p.an shall be attached to the petition 

or to the interlocal c0operation commission's recommendation 

when it is submitted to the governing bodies affected by the 

service consolidation or transfer.'' 

NEW SECTION, Section 3. Petition for terminating 

service plan-- election. {1) A petition for terminating any 

consolidat~on or transfer of a service between one or more 

municipalities and a cou: t~ way be presented to the 

governing bodies of the ltlcal governments included in the 

consolidation or transfer. 

(2) The petition must be signed by at least 15% of the 

electors residing in any municipality included in the 

consolidation or transfer or by 15% of the electors residing 

in the remainder of the county. 

-4-
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4 an election on the termination in the manner provided in 

5 7-11-307. 
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(4) In the election on the question of terminating a 

service consolidation or transfer plan, an affirmative vote 

of a simple majority of those voting on the question 

residing in each of the municipalities and a simple majority 

of those voting on the question residing in the remainder of 

the county are required for termination. 

(5) If the electors approve the proposed termination 

of the service consolidation or transfer, the service plan 

must be terminated according to the provisions included in 

the plan under 7-ll-304(2)(g). 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. 

Section 3 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 7, chapter 11, part 3, and the provisions of Title 7, 

chapter 11, part 3, apply to section 3. 

-End-

-5-



~·· 

49th Legislature LC 1037/01 

COMH. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE APPROVAL 

OF ELECTORS RESIDING IN EACH MUNICIPALITY AND OF THOSE 

RESIDING IN THE REMAINDER OF THE COUNTY FOR ADOPTION OF A 

PLAN CONSOLIDATING OR TRANSFERRING SERVICES BETWEEN OR AMONG 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR THE 

ELECTORS TO TERMINATE A SERVICE CONSOLIDATION OR TRANSFER 

PLAN; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-11-304 AND 7-11-308, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-11-308. General ballot requirements. (1) The 

question of adopting a service consolidation or transfer 

shall be submitted to the electors of the local governments 

affected by the proposal in substantially the following 

form: 

Shall the plan for (consolidation or transfer) of 

(insert name of service or function) services proposed in 

the ( petition or recommendation of the inter local 

cooperation commission) and service plan to the (insert the 

names of local government units) be adopted? 

0 YES. 

0 NO. 
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( 2) If the question of adopting a service 

consolidation or transfer alters the elective status of any 

elected county official, it shall be submitted to the 

electors of the local governments affected by the proposal 

in substantially the following form: 

[] For adoption of (consolidation or transfer) of 

(insert name of service or function) proposed in the 

(petition or recommendation of the interlocal 

cooperation commission) ana· service plan to the 

(insert names of local government units) in which 

the office of (insert name of county office) is 

(insert description of changes in elective status). 

[]For existing service delivery arrangements. 

{3) In any election involving the question of service 

consolidation or transfer, an affirmative vote of a simple 

majority of those voting on the question i~ residing in each 

of the municipalities and a simple majority of those voting 

on the question residing in the remainder of the county are 

required for adoption. 

(4) If the electors disapprove the proposed service 

consolidation or transfer, each local government retains its 

existing service delivery method until· changed or modified 

as provided by law. 

(5) Except for nonsubstantive adjustments required to 

1nsure efficient and effective operations, a service 

-2- SECOND READING 
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consolidation or transfer effected by the procedures 

contained in this part may be amended or otherwise changed 

only in the same manner as required for its adoption.'' 

Section 2. Section 7-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-11-304. Service plan. (1) The petitioners or the 

interlocal cooperation commission shall prepare a service 

plan governing the service or activity proposed to be 

transferred or consolidated. 

(2) The plan shall provide: 

(a) the nature of service 

consolidated or transferred; 

or function to be 

(b) the effective date of the proposed consolidation 

or transfer; 

(c) the responsibility for administration of the 

service to be consolidated or transferred, including the 

succession of the performance of duties currently performed 

by an elected officer if the elective status of an office is 

affected; 

(d) the manner in whi~h affected employees currently 

engaged in the performance of the function will be 

transferred, reassigned, or otherwise treated; 

(e) the manner in which real prope(ty_ facilities, 

equipment, or other personal property required in the 

exer'Cise of the functi·on .,are to -.be t..cansferr.ed, sold,. or 

otherwise disposed of; 
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(f) the method of financing, establishing, and 

maintaining a budget for the service; eftd 

(g) the procedures to be used in term~nating_ the plan, 

incl_udil}_g the method for disposing of property if the plan 

is t~minated as provided in (section 3]; and 

tqt~ other legal, financial, and administrative 

arrangements necessary to effect the transfer in an orderly 

and equitable manner. 

(3) The service plan may include provisions for an 

administrator or joint board responsible for administering 

any joint or cooperative undertaking. 

(4) The service plan shall be attached to the petition 

or to the interlocal cooperation commission 1 s recommendation 

when it is submitted to the governing bodies affected by the 

service consolidation or transfer." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Petition for terminating 

service plan --election. (1) A petition for terminating any 

consolidation or transfer of a service between one or more 

municipalities and a county may be presented to the 

govern~ng bodies of the local governments included in the 

consolidation or transfer. 

{2) The petition must be signed by at least 15% of the 

electors residing in any municipality included in the 

co.c..solj._de,tion or t;a.nsfe~ or by ).5% pf the eleC"'tors residirtg 

in the remainder of the county. 
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l (3) Upon determination of the sufficiency of the 

2 petition, the governing body of each of the local 

3 governments affected by the proposed termination shall call 

4 an election on the termination in the manner provided in 

5 7-11-307. 

6 (4) In the election on the question of terminating a 

7 service consolidation or transfer plan, an affirmative vote 

8 of a simple majority of those voting on the question 

9 residing in each of the municipalities and a simple majority 

10 of those voting on the question residing in the remainder of 

11 the county are required for termination. 

12 (5) If the electors approve the proposed termination 

13 of the service consolidation or transfer, the service plan 

14 must be terminated according to the provisions included in 

15 the plan unde< 7-11-304(2)(91· 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. 

17 Section 3 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

18 Title 7, chapter 11, part 3, and the provisions of Title 7, 

19 chapter ll, part), apply to section 3. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED B'l 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE APPROVAL 

OF ELECTORS RESIDING IN EACH MUNICIPALITY AND OF THOSE 

RESIDING IN THE REMAINDER OF THE COUNTY FOR ADOPTION OF A 

PLAN CONSOLIDATING OR TRANSFERRING SERVICES BETWEEN OR AMONG 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS: PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR THE 

ELECTORS TO TERMINATE A SERVICE CONSOLIDATION OR TRANSFER 

PLAN: AMENDING SECTIONS 7-ll-304 AND 7-11-308, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED B'l THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 7-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-11-308. General ballot requirements. ( l) The 

question of adopting a service consolidation or transfer 

shall be submitted to the electors of the local governments 

affected by the proposal in substantially the following 

focm: 

Shall the plan for (consolidation or transfer) of 

(insert name of service or function) services proposed in 

the (petition or recommendation of the inter local 

cooperation commission) and service plan to the (insert the 

names of local government units) be adopted? 

0 YES. 

0 NO. 
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( 2) If the question of adopting a service 

consolidation or transfer alters the elective status of any 

elected county official, it shall be submitted to the 

electors of the local governments affected by the proposal 

in substantially the following form: 

[] For adoption of (consolidation or transfer) of 

{insert name of service or function) proposed in the 

(petition or recommendation of the interlocal 

cooperation commission) and service plan to the 

(insert names of local government units) in which 

the office of (insert name of county office) is 

(insert description of changes in elective status}. 

[]For existing service delivery arrangements. 

(3) In any election involving the question of service 

consolidation or transfer, an affirmative vote of a simple 

majority of those voting on the question is residing in each 

of the municipalities and a simple majority of those voting 

on the question residing in the remainder of the county are 

required for. adoption. 

(4) If the electors disapprove the proposed service 

consolidation or transfer, each local government retains its 

existing service delivery method until changed or modified 

as provided by law. 

(5) Except for nonsubstantive adjustments required to 

insure efficient and effective operations, a service· 

-2- THIRD READING 
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consolidation or transfer effected by the procedures 

contained in this part may be am.ended or o_therw.ise changed 

only in the same manner as required for its adoption.•• 

Section 2. section 7-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-11-304. service plan. 11) The petitioners or the 

interlocal coop:eration commission shall prepare a service 

plan governing the service or activity proposed to be 

transferred or consolidated. 

(2) The plan shall provide: 

{a) the nature of service or function to be 

consolidated or transferred; 

{b} the effective date of the prOposed consolidation 

or transfer; 

(c) the responsibility 

service to be consolidated 

for administration of the 

or transferred, including the 

succession of the performance of duties currently performed 

by an elected officer if the elective- S·tatus of an office is 

affected; 

(d) 

engaged 

the manner in which affected employees currently 

in the performance of the function will be 

transferred, reassigned, or otherwise treated: 

(e) the manner in which real property, facilities, 

equiP!ll~t, oc other pe-rsonal property required in the 

exercise of the function are to be transferred, sold, or 

otherwise disposed of: 
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(f) the method of financing, establishing, and 

maintaining a budget for the service; a~d 

(g) the procedures to b~ use.d in termina-ting ~_lan, 

including the method for disposing of property if the plan 

is terminated as provided in [section 3]; an~ 

tgt!hl other legal, financial, and administrative 

arrangements necessary to effect the transfer in an orderly 

and equitable manner. 

(3) The service plan may include provisions for an 

administrator or joint board 1esponsible for administering 

any joint or cooperative undettaking. 

(4) The service plan shall be attached to the petition 

or to the interl~cal cooperation commission's recommendation 

when it is submitted to the governing bodies affected. by the 

se-rvice consolidation or t-ransfer." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Petition for te-rmina.t ing 

service plan -- election. 11) A petition fo·r terminating any 

consolidatjon or transfe-r of a service between one or more 

municipal.i ties and a county may be presented to the 

governing bodies of the local governments included in the 

consolidation or transfer. 

(2) The petition must be signed by at least 15% of the 

el.ectors residing in any municipaJ.ity inc1uded in the 

consolidation or transfer or by 15% of the electors residing 

in the remainder of the county. 
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1 (3) Upon determination of the sufficiency of the 

2 petition, the governing body of each of the local 

3 governments affected by the proposed termination shall call 

4 an election on the termination in the manner provided in 

5 7-11-307. 

6 (4) In the election on the question of terminating a 

7 service consolidation or transfer plan, an affirmative vote 

8 of a simple majority of those voting on the question 

9 residing in each of the municipalities and a simple majority 

10 of those voting on the question residing in the remainder of 

11 the county are required for termination. 

12 (5) If the electors approve the proposed termination 

13 of the service consolidation or transfer, the service plan 

14 must be terminated according to the provisions included in 

15 the plan under 7-ll-304(2)(g), 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. 

17 Section 3 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

18 Title 7, chapter 11, part 3, and the provisions of Title 7, 

19 chapter 11, part 3, apply to section 3. 

-End-
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