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INTRODUCED BY BILL NO. ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

POLICE TO DISPOSE OF ABANDONED VEHICLES SEIZED ON CITY 

STREETS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-12-402 THROUGH 61-12-405 AND 

61-12-407 I MCA. II 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-12-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 61-12-402. Notice to owner. (1) Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is removed and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol or--tfte--ei~y--poi±ee, ~hey the 

highway patrol shall notify the sheriff of the county in 

which the vehicle was located at the time it was taken into 

custody and the place where the vehicle is being held. In 

addition the Montana highway patrol or-the-e±ty-poi±ce shall 

furnish the sheriff a complete description of the vehicle to 

include year, make, model, serial number, and license number 

if available, any costs incurred to that date in the 

removal, preservation, and custody of the vehicle, and any 

available information concerning its ownership. 

(2) The sheriff or the city police shall make 

reasonable efforts to ascertain the name and address of the 

owner, lienholder, or person entitled to possession of the 
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vehicle taken into custody under 61-12-401. If such name and 

address are ascertained, the sheriff or the city police 

shall notify such owner and lienholder or person of the 

location of the vehicle. 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of motor vehicles of this state, notice shall be 

deemed given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, if 

any, at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division, return receipt requested and postage 

prepaid thereon, is mailed at least 30 days before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

(4) If the identity of the last registered owner 

cannot be determined, or if the registration contains no 

address for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in the county where the motor vehicle 

was abandoned shall be sufficient to meet all requirements 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such notice by publication 

can contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles. Any 

such notice shall be within the time requirements prescribed 

for notice by certified or registered mQil and shall have 

the same contents required for a notice by certified or 

registered mail. 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
'56 ;If"~ 
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(5) If the abandoned vehicle is in the possession of a 

motor vehicle wrecking facility licensed under 75-10-511, 

the wrecking facility may make the required search to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall give 

the notices required in subsections (2) through (4). The 

wrecking facility shall deliver to the sheriff or the ci.~ 

police a certificate describing the efforts made to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall 

deliver to the sheriff or the city ~~]ice proof of the 

notice given. 

(6) A vehicle found by law enforcement officials to be 

a ''junk vehicle" as defined by 75-10-501 and certified as 

having an appraised value of $100 or less as determined by 

the county assessor in accordance with the rules of the 

department of revenue may be directly submitted for disposal 

in accordance with the provisions of part 5 of chapter 10, 

Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff or the city 

police. In the release the sheriff or the city police shall 

include a description of the vehicle including year, make, 

model, serial number, and license number if available. A 

release provided by the sheriff or the city police under 

this section shall be transmitted to the motor vehicle 

wrecking facility and shall be considered by that facility 
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to meet the requirements for records under 75-10-512 and 

75-10-513. Vehicles described in this section may be 

submitted without notice and without a required holding 

period.'' 

Section 2. Section 61-12-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

''61-12-403. Reclaiming vehicle. The owner, lienholder, 

or person entitled to possession of the vehicle may reclaim 

it at any time after it is taken into custody and before it 

is sold. He shall present to the sheriff of the county or 

the city police of the city in which the vehicle was located 

at the time it was taken into custody satisfactory proof of 

ownership or right to possession, and pay the costs and 

exper1ses incurred in the removal, preservation, and custody 

of the vehicle. He shall not be required to pay storage 

charges for a period longer than 90 days.'' 

Section 3. Sectiun 61-12-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

1'61-12-404. Sale ot vehicle if not reclaimed. (1) If a 

vehicle is not reclaimed as provided in 61-12-403 within 30 

days after notification by registered or certified mail or 

prescribed publication, the sheriff of the county or the 

~police of the city in which it is located at the time 

it was taken into custody shall sell it at public auction in 

the manner provided in 25-13-701 through 25-13-709. 

{2) After any vehicle has been so sold, the former 

owner or person entitled to possession has no further right, 

-4-
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title, claim, or interest in or to the vehicle." 

Section 4. Section 61-12-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

''61-12-405. Certificate of sale. (1) When any vehicle 

is so sold, the sheriff or the city police at the time of 

the payment of the purchase price shall execute a 

certificate of sale in duplicate.--He and shall deliver the 

original certificate to the purchaser and retain the copy. 

(2) The certificate of sale shall contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the 

consideration paid, a description 

date 

of 

of sale, the 

the vehicle, and a 

stipulation that no warranty is made as to the condition or 

title of the vehicle.'' 

Section 5. 

"61-12-407. 

proceeds. ( 1) 

Section 61-12-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

Transmitting return of sale and balance of 

When any vehicle is sold as provided in 

61-12-404 the sheriff or the city police shall transmit to 

the division and to the county treasurer or to the city 

treasurer, respectively, a return of sale setting forth a 

19 description of the vehicle, the purchase price, the name and 

20 address of the purchaser, the costs incurred in the sale, 

21 and the costs and expenses incurred in the removal, 

22 preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

23 (2) With the return of sale, the sheriff shall 

24 transmit to the county treasurer or the ci~y police shall 

25 transmit to the city treasurer the balance of the proceeds 
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of the sale after deducting the costs incurred in the sale 

and the costs and expenses incurred in the removal, 

preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

(3) Upon receipt of the return of sale and such 

balance from: 

(a) the county sheriff, the county treasurer shall 

file the return in his office and deposit the balance in the 

county road fund on all vehicles seized by the sheriff or 

highway patrolo~ ~he-eo~ftty-trea~~~er-shall-transm~t-to 

the-eity-t~e~s~rer-the-8al8ftee-of-the-proeeeds-or--the--sale 

8Eter-dedttetin9-the-eosts-ifte~rred-~n-the-sale-and-th@-eosts 

and--expenses--±ne~rred--±n--tne--remo~aiT-preser~at±on7 -and 

ettstody-oE-vehtel@s-seized-8y 

(b) the city police, and the city treasurer shall file 

the return in his office and deposit stteh--proeeeds the 

balance in the city street fund on all vehicles seized b~ 

the city police.'' 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

POLICE TO DISPOSE OF ABANDONED VEHICLES SEIZED ON CITY 

STREETS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-12-402 THROUGH 61-12-405 AND 

61-12-407, MCAe 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-12-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

K61-12-402. Notice to owner. (1) Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is removed and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol e~--~he--ei~y--poiiee, ~hey the 

highway patrol shall notify the sheriff of the county in 

which the vehicle was located at the time it was taken into 

custody and the place where the vehicle is being held. In 

addition the Montana highway patrol or-the-city-police shall 

furnish the sheriff a complete description of the vehicle to 

include year, make, model, serial number, and license number 

if available, any costs incurred to that date in the 

removal, preservation, and custody of the vehicle, and any 

available information concerning its ownership. 

(2) The sheriff or the city_ __ po1ice shall make 

reasonable efforts to ascertain the name and address of the 

owner, lienholder, or person entitled to possession of the 
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vehicle taken into custody under 61-12-401. If such name and 

address are ascertained, the sheriff or the city police 

shall notify such owner and lienholder or person of the 

location of the vehicle. 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of motor vehicles of this state, notice shall be 

deemed given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, if 

any, at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division, return receipt requested ~nd postage 

prepaid thereon, is mailed at least 30 days before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

(4} If the identity of the last registered owner 

cannot be determined, or if the registration contains no 

address for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in the county where the motor vehicle 

was abandoned shall be sufficient to meet all requirements 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such notice by publication 

can contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles. Any 

such notice shall be within the time requirements prescribed 

for notice by certified or registered mail and shall have 

the same contents required for a notice by certified or 

registered mail. 

-2- SECOND READING 
513 ~-:rs 
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(5) If the abandoned vehicle is in the possession of a 

motor vehicle 

the wrecking 

wrecking 

facility 

facility licensed under 75-10-511, 

may make the required search to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall give 

the notices required in subsections (2) through (4). The 

wrecking facility shall deliver to the sheriff or the city 

police a certificate describing the efforts made to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall 

deliver to the sheriff or the city police proof of the 

notice given. 

(6) A vehicle found by law enforcement officials to be 

a "junk vehicle" as defined by 75-10-501 and certified as 

having an appraised value of $100 or less as determined by 

the county assessor in accordance with the rules of the 

department of revenue may be directly submitted for disposal 

in accordance with the provisions of part 5 of chapter 10, 

Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff or the city 

police. In the release the sheriff or the city police shall 

include a description of the vehicle including year, make, 

model, serial number, and license number if available. A 

release provided by the sheriff or the city police under 

this section shall be transmitted to the motor vehicle 

wrecking facility and shall be considered by that facility 
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to meet the requirements for records under 75-10-512 and 

75-10-513. Vehicles described in 

submitted without notice and without 

period." 

this 

a 

section 

required 

may be 

holding 

Section 2. Section 61-12-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-403. Reclaiming vehicle. The owner, lienholder, 

or person entitled to possession of the vehicle may reclaim 

it at any time after it is taken into custody and before it 

is sold. He shall present to the sheriff of the county or 

the city police of the city in which the vehicle was located 

at the time it was taken into custody satisfactory proof of 

ownership or right to possession, and pay the costs and 

expenses incurred in the removal, preservation, and custody 

of the vehicle. He shall not be required to pay storage 

charges for a period longer than 90 days." 

Section 3. Section 61-12-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-404. Sale of vehicle if not reclaimed. (1) If a 

vehicle is not reclaimed as provided in 61-12-403 within 30 

days after notification by registered or certified mail or 

prescribed publication, the sheriff of the county or the 

city police of the city in which it is located at the time 

it was taken into custody shall sell it at public auction in 

the manner provided in 25-13-701 through 25-13-709. 

(2) After any vehicle has been so sold, the former 

owner or person entitled to possession has no further right, 

-4-
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title, claim, or interest in or to the vehicle." 

Section 4. section 61-12-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-405. Certificate of sale. 11) When any vehicle 

is so sold, the sheriff or the city police at the time of 

the payment of the purchase pr1ce shall execute a 

certificate of sale in duplicateo--He and shall deliver the 

original certificate to the purchaser and retain the copy. 

(2) The certificate of sale shall contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date 

consideration paid, a description of 

of sale, the 

the vehicle, and a 

stipulation that no warranty is made as to the condition or 

title of the vehicle." 

Section 5. Section 61-12-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-407. Transmitting return of sale and balance of 

proceeds. (1) When any vehicle is sold as provided in 

61-12-404 the sheriff or the city police shall transmit to 

the division and to the county treasurer or to the city 

treasurer, respectively, a return of sale setting forth a 

description of the vehicle, the purchase price, the name and 

address of the purchaser, the costs incurred in the sale, 

and the costs and expenses incurred in the removal, 

preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

{2) With the return of sale, the sheriff shall 

24 transmit to the county treasurer or the city police shall 

25 transmit to the city treasurer the balance of the proceeds 
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of the sale after deducting the costs incurred in the sale 

and the costs and expenses incurred in the removal, 

preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

(3) Upon receipt of the return of sale and such 

balance from: 

(a) the county sheriff, the county treasurer shall 

file the return in his office and deposit the balance in the 

county road fund on all vehicles seized by the sheriff or 

highway patroleL__££ The-eo~nty-treas~rer-shall-tra~~mie-~e 

~he-e±ey-t~ea~~rer-ene-balonee-e~-the-p~eeeed~-o£--the--sale 

areer-dedttetin~-the-eests-i"etl~re~-i"-the-~a±e-anrl-ehe-eosts 

and--expenses--inetirred--in--the--removal,-preser~ation,-and 

ett~tody-ef-veh±e±es-ee±~ed-by 

~ __ the city police, a"d the city treasurer shall file 

the return in his office and deposit stte~--proeeeds the 

balance in the city street fund on all vehicles seized by 

the city_..E.S'_lice.'• 

-End-

-6-
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INTRODUCED BY BILL NO. ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

POLICE TO DISPOSE OF ABANDONED VEHICLES SEIZED ON CITY 

STREETS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-12-402 THROUGH 61-12-405 AND 

61-12-407, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-12-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-402. Notice to owner. (l) Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is removed and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol or--~ne--ei~y--poiiee, they the 

highway patrol shall notify the sheriff of the county in 

which the vehicle was located at the time it was taken into 

custody and the place where the vehicle is being held. In 

' addition the Montana highway patrol or-the-e±ey-pol±ee shall 

furnish the sheriff a complete description of the vehicle to 

include year, make, model, serial number, and license number 

if available, any costs incurred to that date in the 

removal, preservation, and custody of the vehicle, and any 

available information concerning its ownership. 

(2) The sheriff or the city police shall make 

reasonable efforts to ascertain the name and address of the 

owner, lienholder, or person entitled to possession of the 
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vehicle taken into custody under 61-12-401. If such name and 

address are ascertained, the sheriff or the city police 

shall notify such owner and lienholder or person of the 

location of the vehicle. 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of motor vehicles of this state, notice shall be 

deemed given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, if 

any, at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division, return receipt requested and postage 

prepaid thereon, is mailed at least 30 days before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

(4) If the identity of the last registered owner 

cannot be determined, or if the registration contains no 

address for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in the county where the motor vehicle 

was abandoned shall be sufficient to meet all requirements 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such nqtice by publication 

can contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles. Any 

such notice shall be within the time requirements prescribed 

for notice by certified or registered mail and shall have 

'the same contents required for a notice by certified or 

registered mail. 

-2- THIRD READING 
5B ~1-e 
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{5) If the abandoned vehicle is in the possession of a 

motor vehicle wrecking facility licensed under 75-10-511, 

the wrecking facility may make the r.equired search to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

persdn entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall give 

the notices required in subsections (2) through (4). The 

wrecking facility shall deliver to the sheriff or the city 

police a certificate describing the efforts made to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall 

deliver to the sheriff or the city police proof of the 

notice given. 

(6) A vehicle found by law enforcement officials to be 

a "junk vehicle" as defined by 75-10-501 and certified as 

having an appraised value of $100 or less as determined by 

the county assessor in accordance with the rules of the 

department of revenue may be directly submitted for disposal 

in accordance with the provisions of part 5 of chapter 10, 

Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff or the city 

shall police. In the release the sheriff or the city police 

include a description of the vehicle including year, make, 

model, serial number, and licemse number if availabl-e. A 

release provided by the sheriff or the city police under 

this section shall be transmitted to the motor vehicle 

w-r-ecking facility and shall be considered by that facility 
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to meet the r-equirements for records under 75-10-512 and 

75-10-513. Vehicles described in this section may be 

submitted without notice and without a required holding 

period. •• 

Section 2. Section 61-12-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

''61-12-403. Reclaiming ~ehicle. The owner, lienholder, 

or person entitled to possession of the vehicle may reclaim 

it at any time after it is taken into custody and before it 

is sold. He shall present to the sheriff of the county ££ 

the city police of the city in which the vehicle was located 

at the time it was taken into custody satisfactory proof of 

ownership or right to possession, and pay the costs and 

expenses incurred in the removal, preservation, and custody 

of the vehicle. He shall not be required to pay storage 

charges for a period longer than 90 days." 

Section 3. Section 61-12-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-404. Sale of vehicle if not reclaimed. (l) If a 

vehicle is not reclaimed as provided in 61-12-403 within 30 

days after notification by registered or certified mail or 

prescribed publication, the sheriff of the county 2.!__ the 

city police of the city in which it is located at the -time 

it was tak-en into custody shall sell it at public auction in 

the manner provided in 25-13-701 through 25-13-709. 

(2) After any vehicle has been so sold, the former 

owner or person entitled to possession.has no further right, 

-4-
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title, claim, or interest in or to the vehicle." 

Section 4. Section 61-12-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 61-12-405. Certificate of sale. (1) When any vehicle 

is so sold, the sheriff or the city police at the time of 

the payment of the purchase price shall execute a 

certificate of sale in duplicate~--He and shall deliver the 

original certificate to the purchaser and retain the copy. 

(2) The certificate of sale shall contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the 

consideration paid, a description of the vehicle, and a 

stipulation that no warranty is made as to the condition or 

title of the vehicle.•• 

Section 5. Section 61-12-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-407. Transmitting return of sale and balance of 

proceeds. (1) When any vehicle is sold as provided in 

61-12-404 the sheriff or the city police shall transmit to 

the division and to the county treasurer or to the city 

treasurer~ respectively, a return of sale setting forth a 

19 description of the vehicle, the purchase price, the name and 

20 address of the purchaser, the costs incurred in the sale, 

21 and the costs and expenses incurred in the removal, 

22 preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

23 (2) With the return of sale, the sheriff shall 

24 transmit to the county treasurer or the ci~y police shall 

25 transmit to the city treasurer the balance of the proceeds 
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of the sale after deducting the costs incurred in the sale 

and the costs and expenses incurred in the removal, 

preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

(3) Upon receipt of the return of sale and such 

balance from: 

(a) the county sheriff, the county treasurer shall 

file the return in his office and deposit the balance in the 

county road fund on all vehicles seized by the sheriff or 

highway patr017L__Q£ ~he-eo~ftty-~reastlrer-shall-transmit-to 

~he-e~~y-t~eas~~e~-~he-balance-ot-the-p~oeeeds-or--~he--sele 

aE~er-ded~eting-the-eos~s-ine~rred-ift-the-sale-and-the-eosts 

and--expeft~es--ffte~r~ed--in--the--remo~al,-preservation,-and 

etlstody-of-vehieies-se±zed-by 

{b) the city police, en~ the city treasurer shall file 

the return in his office and deposit saeh--proeeeds the 

balance in the city street fund on all vehicles seized by 

the city police." 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 278 

INTRODUCED BY BOYLAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

POLICE TO DISPOSE OF ABANDONED VEHICLES SEIZED ON CITY 

STREETS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-12-402 THROUGH 61-12-405 AND 

61-12-407, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-12-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-402. Notice to owner. (1) Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is removed and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol or--the--e~tr--~e~~ee, ~hey the 

highway patrol shall notify the sheriff of the county in 

which the vehicle was located at the time it was taken into 

custody and the place where the vehicle is being held. In 

addition the Montana highway patrol er-~~e-e~tr-~e~~ee shall 

furnish the sheriff a complete description of the vehicle to 

include year, make, model, serial number, and license number 

if available, any costs incurred to that date in the 

removal, preservation, and custody of the vehicle, and any 

available information concerning its ow~ersh1p. 

(2} The sheriff or the cicy ~cllce shall :nake 

reasonaole efforts to ascertain the r.ame and address of the 

owner, :ienholder, or person entic!ed to possess1on of t~e 
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SB 0278/02 

vehicle taken into custody under 61-12-401. If such name and 

address are ascertained, the sheriff or the city police 

shall notify such owner and lienholder or person of the 

location of the vehicle. 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of motor vehicles of this state, notice shall be 

deemed given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, if 

any, at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division, return receipt requested and postage 

prepaid thereon, is mailed at least 30 days before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

(4) If the identity of the last registered owner 

cannot be determined, or if the registration contains no 

address for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in the county where the motor vehicle 

was abandoned shall be sufficient tc meet all requirements 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such notice by publication 

can contain multiple listings of aoandoned vehicles. Any 

~~en notice shall be within the time :equirements prescribed 

E~r notice by certified or registe:ed mail and shall have 

:he same contents required for a ~OLlCe oy certified or 

:egist.ered mail. 

REFERENCE BILL 
-2- SB 278 
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{5) If the abandoned vehicle is in the possession of a 

motor vehicle wrecking facility licensed under 75-10-511, 

the wrecking facility may make the required search to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder. or 

pecson entitled to poss-ession of the vehicle and shall give 

the notices required in subsections (2) through (4). The 

wrecking facility shall deliver to tbe sheriff or the city 

police a certificate describing the efforts made to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle and shall 

deliver to the sheriff or the city police proof of the 

notice given. 

(6) A vehicle found by law enforcement officials to be 

a ''junk veft'icle" as defined by 75-10-501 and certified as 

having an appraised valu@ of $100 or less as determined by 

the county assessor in accordance with the rules of the 

department of r@venue may be directly submitted for disposal 

in accordance with the provisions of part 5 of chapter 10, 

Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff or the city 

police. In the release the sheriff or the city police shall 

include a description of the vehicle including year, make, 

model, serial number, and license number if available. A 

release provided by the sheriff or the city police under 

this section shall be transmitted to the motor vehicle 

wrecking facility and shall be considered by that facility 
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to meet the requirements for records under 75-10-512 and 

75-10-513. Vehicles described in this section may be 

submitted without notice and without a required holding 

period." 

Section 2. Section 61-12-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-403. Reclaiming vehicle. The owner, lienholder, 

or person entitled to possession of the vehicle may reclaim 

it at any time after it is taken into custody and before it 

is sold. He shall present to the sheriff of the county ~ 

the city police of the city in which the vehicle was located 

at the time it was taken into custody satisfactory proof of 

ownership or right to possession, and pay the costs and 

expenses incurred in the removal, preservation, and custody 

of the vehicle. He shall not be~·-required to pay stora9e 

charges for a period longer than 90 days." 

Section 3. Section 61-12-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 61-12-404. Sale of vehicle if not reclaimed. (1) If a 

vehicle is not reclaimed as provided in 61-12-403 within 30 

days after notification by registered or certified mail or 

prescribed publication, the sheriff of the county or the 

city police of the city in which it is located at the time 

it was taken into custody shall sell it at public auction in 

the mannet provided in 25-13-701 through 25-13-709. 

(2) After any vehicle has been so sold, the former 

owner or person entitled to possession has no further right, 

-·- SB 278 
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title, claim, or interest in or to the vehicle.'' 

Section 4. Section 61-12-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

''61-12-405. Certificate of sale. (1) When any vehicle 

is so sold, the sheriff or the city police at the time of 

the payment of the purchase price shall execute a 

certificate of sale in duplicateo--He and shall deliver the 

original certificate to the purchaser and retain the copy. 

(2) The certificate of sale shall contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the 

consideration paid, a description of the vehicle, and a 

stipulation that no warranty is made as to the condition or 

title of the vehicle.~ 

Section 5. Section 61-12-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-12-407. 

proceeds. 11) 

Transmitting return of sale and balance of 

When any vehicle is sold as provided in 

61-12-404 ~he sheriff or the city police shall transmit to 

the division and to the county treasurer or to the city 

treasurer, respectively, a return of sale setting forth a 

19 description of the vehicle, the purchase price, the name and 

20 address of tne purchaser, the costs incurred in the sale, 

21 

22 

23 

and the costs and expenses incurred in 

preservation, Q~d custody of the vehicle. 

(2} Wi~h the return of sale, the 

c.he removal, 

sheriff snall 

2~ ~ransm1t to Lne county treasurer or the city police shall 

25 ::ansm1t tj ~he CltV treasurer the balance of the proceeds 
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of the sale after deducting the costs incurred in the sale 

and the costs and expenses incurred in the cemoval, 

preservation, and custody of the vehicle. 

(3) Upon receipt of the return of sale and such 

balance from: 

(a) the county sheriff, the county treasurer shall 

file the return in his office and deposit ~he balance in the 

county road fund on all vehicles seized by the sheriff or 

highway patrol~L__Q£ ~h~-eoHnty-~~ea~H~er-~naZl-t~an~m±t-~o 

t"e-e±ty-treasn~e~-e~e-O~ianee-o£-t~e-~~oeeeds-or--t~e--~aie 

srt~~-dedttetin9-the-eo~t~-±ne~~~ed-±~-t~e-~~te-an0-the-eo~~~ 

anO--expen~e~--ineHrred--±n--the--remo~at;-pre~ervae~on,-anO 

en~toOy-o£-y~h±e~e~-~e±zed-by 

(b) the city police, and the city treasurer shall file 

the return in his office and deposit ~tleh--ptoceeds the 

balance in the city street fund on all vehicles seized by 

the city police.'' 

-End-
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