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INTRODUCED BY / /16 'Xt_ { '} 1'-.--. ~Z<)t/YU: .. /~"'"' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING CERTAIN 

DENTAL HYGIENISTS TO ADMINISTER LOCAL ANESTHETIC AGENTS; 

REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT AN APPLICANT FOR A LICENSE TO 

PRACTICE DENTAL HYGIENE SUBMIT TO AN ORAL INTERVIEW; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 37-4-401 AND 37-4-402, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA'rE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-4-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

''37-4-401. Practice of d~ntal hygiene. The practice of 

dental hygiene is services, performed by a licensed 

preventive oral health practitioner known as a dental 

hygienist, that are educational, therapeutic, prophylactic, 

or preventive procedures in nature, as the board in writing 

defines and authorizes. These services include and the board 

shall authorize the administrati?n of local anesthetic 

agents by_a licensed dental hygienist certified by the board 

to administer the agents under the direct ?upervision and 

authorization of a licensed dentist. However, this section 

does not allow the board or a licensed dentist to delegate 

any of the following duties: 

(l) diagnosis, treatment planning, and prescription; 
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(2) surgical procedures on hard and soft tissues other 

than root planing and subgingival curettage; 

(3) restorative, prosthetic, orthodontic, and other 

procedures which require the knowledge and skill of a 

dentist; 

(4) prescription for drugs or medications or work 

authorizations." 

Section 2. Section 37-4-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-4-402. License --examination. (1) The department 

may issue licenses for the practice of dental hygiene to 

qualified applicants to be known as dental hygienists. 

( 2) Except as provided in subsections ( 1), ( 2), and 

(3) of 37-4-404, no person may engage in the practice of 

dental hygiene or practice as a dental hygienist in this 

state until he has passed an examination approved by the 

board under rules it considers proper and has been issued a 

license by the department. 

(3) Applicants for licensure shall take and pass an 

examination in order to be licensed. The examination shall 

consist of a written part, ?nd a practical or clinical part 7 

ftnd-~n-oraY-±n~e~viev--with--the--board--whieh--may--ine~tld~ 

q~e~e±on~--pe~taininq-to-the-praetiee-o£-dentai-hyq±ene. The 

board may accept, in satisfaction of the written part, 

successful completion of an examination by the national 

board of dental examiners and, whenever the board determines 
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nacessary, successful completion of a board examination in 

jurisprudence. The board may accept, in satisfaction of the 

practical part, successful completion of an examination by a 

board-designated regional testing service. 

(4) The board has the right to administer its own 

examination in lieu of acceptance of the national board 

written examination and a regional testing service practical 

examination. The board is authorized to make rules 

governing any such examination procedures. 

f5) Applicants for licensure shall submit ~n 

application, which shall include, when required: 

(a) certification of successful completion of the 

national board written examination; 

(b) certification of successful completion of a 

regional board practical examination; 

(C) two affidavits of good moral character; 

(d) certificate of graduation from a board-approved 

dental hygiene school; 

(e) an examination fee commensurate with costs and set 

by the board; 

(f) a licensure fee commensurate with costs and set by 

22 the board; 

23 

24 

(g) a recent photograph of the applicant; and 

(h) copies of all other state licenses that are held 

25 by the applicant. 
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(6) Applications must be submitted no less than 20 

days prior to the boare--iftte~view--en~ jurisprudence 

examination. Applicants may not take the jurisprudence 

examination or--~he--orar--~nter~iew without first having 

completed and passed all other parts of the examination. 

(7) Examination results will be accepted for a period 

of time as set by board rule. An applicant failing to pass 

his first examination, if otherwise qualified, may take a 

subsequent examination on payment of a fee commensurate with 

o..:v::.L.::> d.UJ ::tt:ot. Uy the hoard. 

{8) The board is authorized to adopt necessary and 

reasonable rules governing application procedures." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of dentistry to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective dates. (1) Sections 

2 and 

approval. 

and this section are effective on passage and 

(2) Section 1 is effective October 1, 1985. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH• WELFARE 
A SAFETY 

INTRODUCED BY 1 prf S(t_' tj "----. f#":.z·tj~\a , 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING CERTAIN 

DENTAL HYGIENISTS TO ADMINISTER LOCAL ANESTHETIC AGENTS; 

REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT AN APPLICANT FOR A LICENSE TO 

PRACTICE DENTAL HYGIENE SUBMIT TO AN ORAL INTERVIEW; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 37-4-401 AND 37-4-402, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 37-4-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-4-401. Practice of dental hygiene. The practice of 

dental hygiene is services, performed by a licensed 

preventive oral health practitioner known as a dental 

hygienist, that are educational, therapeutic~ prophylactic, 

or preventive procedures in nature, as the board in writing 

defines and authorizes. These services include and the board 

shall authorize the administration of local anesthetic 

agents by a licensed dental hygienist certified by the board 

to administer the agents under the direct supervision and 

authorization of a licensed dentist. However, this section 

does not allow the board or a licensed dentist to delegate 

any of the following duties: 

(11 diagnosis, treatment planning, and prescription; 
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(2) surgical procedures on hard and soft tissues other 

than root planing and subgingival curettage; 

(3) restorative, prosthetic, orthodontic, and other 

procedures which require the knowledge and skill of a 

dentist; 

(4) prescription for drugs or medications or work 

authorizations." 

Section 2. Section 37-4-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-4-402. License -- examination. (1) The department 

may issue licenses for the practice of dental hygiene to 

qualifi~d applicants to be known as denta1 hygienists. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (l), (2), and 

(3) of 37-4-404, no person may engage in the practice of 

dental hygiene or practice as a dental hygienist in this 

state until he has passed an examination approved by the 

board under rules it considers proper and has been issued a 

license by the department. 

(3) Applicants for licensure shall take and pass an 

examination in order to be licensed. The examination shall 

consist of a written part7 and a practical or clinical part7 

aftG-aft-era%-inter¥iew--wi~h--the--board--whieh--may--±ne%~d~ 

ques~iens--pertainin9-to-the-p~ae~iee-e£-dental-hy9iene. The 

board may accept, in satisfaction of the written part, 

successful completion of an examination by the national 

board of dental examiners and, whenever the board determines 

-2- SECOND READING 
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necessary, successful completion of a board examination in 

jurisprudence. The board may accept, in satisfaction of the 

practical part, successful completion of an examination by a 

board-designated regional testing service. 

(4) The board has the right to administer its own 

examination in lieu of acceptance of the national board 

written examination and a regional testing service practical 

examination. The board is authorized to make rules 

governing any such examination procedures. 

1 5) Applicants for licensure shall submit an 

application, which shall include, when required: 

(a) certification of successful completion of the 

national board written examination; 

(b) certification of successful completion of a 

regional board practical examination; 

(c) two affidavits of good moral character: 

(d) certificate of graduation from a board-approved 

dental hygiene school; 

(e) an examination fee commensurate with costs and set 

by the board; 

(f) a licensure fee commensurate with costs and set by 

the board; 

(g) a recent photograph of the applicant; and 

(h) copies of all other state licenses that are held 

25 by the applicant, 
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(6) Applications must be submitted no less than 20 

days prior to the board--ineeryiew--and jurisprudence 

examination. Applicants may not take the jurisprudence 

examination er--the--orai--iftterv~ew without first having 

completed and passed all other parts of the examination. 

(7) Examination results will be accepted for a period 

of time as set by board rule. An applicant failing to pass 

his first examination, if otherwise qualified, may take a 

subsequent examination on payment of a fee commensurate with 

costs and set by the board. 

(8) The board is authorized to adopt necessary and 

reasonable rules governing application procedures." 

NEW SECTION, Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of dentistry to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective dates. (1) Sections 

2 and 3 and this section are effective on passage and 

approval. 

(2) Section 1 is effective October 1, 1985. 

-End-

-4-
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INTRODUCED BY / /I( .;\l.t '} l:---. /..:t:nzj).t/!"'l<./~la..., 

1\ DILL FOR 1\N 1\CT ENTITLED: "AN CERTI\IN 

DENTAL HYGIENISTS TO 1\DMINISTER LOCAL ANESTHETIC /\GENTS; 

REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THI\T 1\N 1\PPLICANT FOR A LICENSE TO 

PRACTICE DENTI\L HYGIENE SUBMIT TO AN ORAL INTERVIEW; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 37·4-401 AND 37·4·402, MCI\; AND PROVIDING 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-4-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-4-401. Practice of dental hygiene. The practice of 

dental hygiene is services, performed by a licensed 

preventive oral health practitioner known as a dental 

hygienist, that are educational, therapeutic, prophylactic, 

or preventive procedures in nature, as the board in writing 

defines and authorizes. These services include and the board 

shall authorize the administration of local anesthetic 

agents by a licensed dental hygienist cer~ified by the board 

to administer the agents under the direct supervision and 

authorization of a licensed dentist. However, this section 

does not allow the board or a licensed dentist to delegate 

any of the following duties: 

(1) diagnosis, treatment planning, and prescription; 
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(2) surgical procedures on hard and soft tissues other 

than root planing and subgingival curettage; 

(3) restorative, prosthetic, orthodontic, and other 

procedures which require the knowledge and skill of a 

dentist; 

(4) prescription for drugs or medications or work 

authorizations." 

Section 2. Section 37-4-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-4-402. License --examination. (1) The department 

may issue licenses for the practice of dental hygiene to 

qualified applicants to be known as dental hygienists. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (1), (2), and 

(J) of 37-4-404, no person may engage in the practice of 

dental hygiene or practice as a dental hygienist in this 

state until he has passed an examination approved by the 

board under rules it considers proper and has been issued a 

license by the department. 

(3) Applicants for licensure shall take and pass an 

examination in order to be licensed. The examination shall 

consist of a written partT and a practical or clinical part7 

and-an-orftl-*ft~erview--wi~h--~fte--boar~--whieh--may--~ftel~d~ 

qtte~~ioft~--perta±n±n~-to-ehe-praet±ee-o£-dentar~hy9±efte. The 

board may accept, in satisfaction of the written part, 

successful completion of an examination by the national 

board of dental examiners and, whenever the board determines 

-2- THIRD READING 
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necessary, successful completion of a board examination in 

jurisprudence. The board may accept, in satisfaction of the 

practical part, successful completion of an examination by a 

board-designated regional testing service. 

t4) The board has the right to administer its own 

examination in lieu of acceptance of the national board 

written examination and a regional testing service practical 

examination. The board is authorized to make rules 

governing any such examination procedures. 

( 5) Applicants for licensure shall submit an 

application, which shall include, when required: 

(a) certification of successful completion of the 

national board written examination; 

(bJ certification of successful completion of a 

regional board practical examination: 

(C) two affidavits of good moral character; 

(d) certificate of graduation from a board-approved 

dental hygiene school; 

(e) an examination fee commensurate with costs and set 

by the board; 

tf) a licensure fee commensurate with costs and set by 

22 the board; 

23 

24 

(g) a recent photograph of the applicant; and 

(h) copies of all other state licenses that are held 

25 by the applicant. 
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(6) Applications must be submitted no less than 20 

days prior to the board--interview--and jurisprudence 

examination. Applicants may not take the jurisprudence 

examination e~--the--erai--interview without first having 

completed and passed all other parts of the examination. 

(7) Examination results will be accepted for a period 

of time as set by board rule. An applicant failing to pass 

his first examination, if otherwise qualified, may take a 

subsequent examination on payment of a fee commensurate with 

costs and set by the board. 

(8) The board is authorized to adopt necessary and 

reasOnable rules governing application procedures." 

NEW SECTION. Section J. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of dentistry to make rules 

on the subject of the provis-ions· of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective dates. (l) Sections 

2 and J and this section are effective on passage and 

approval. 

(2) Section 1 is effective October 1, 1985. 

-End-

-4-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

The legislature believes that a statement of intent is 

necessary because this bill authorizes the board of dentistry 

to make rules to implement the provisions permittinq a licensed 

dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents under 

the direct supervision and authorization of a licensed dentist. 

The legislature intends that, as a prerequisite to issuance of 

a certificate to administer local anesthetic agents to a dental 

hygienist, the board, in addition to other criteria prescribed 

by 37-4-402, shall determine that the applicant is qualified to 

administer local anesthetic agents and holds a currently valid 

certificate to perform cardiopuLmenary resuscitation from an 

agency recognized as qualified to make such certification. 

The board's rules for license renewal pursuant to 37-4-406 

shall also recognize these criteria. 

Chairman. 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 214 

House Business and Labor Committee 

The legislature believes that a statement of intent is 

necessary because this bill authorizes the board of 

dentistry to make rules to implement the provisions 

8 permitting a licensed dental hygienist to administer local 

9 anesthetic agents under the direct supervision and 

10 authorization of a licensed dentist. The legislature intends 

11 that, as a prerequisite to issuance of a certificate to 

12 administer local anesthetic agents to a dental hygienist, 

13 the board, in addition to other criteria prescribed by 

14 37-4-402, shall determine that the applicant is qualified to 

15 administer local anesthetic agents and holds a currently 

16 valid certificate to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

l7 

18 

from an agency recognized as qualified to make such 

certification. The board's rules for license renewal 

19 pursuant to 37-4-406 shall also recognize these criteria. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 214 

INTRODUCED BY MAZUREK, BERGENE, BRADLEY 

GOULD, GILBERT, HAGER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING CERTAIN 

DENTAL HYGIENISTS TO ADMINISTER LOCAL ANESTHETIC AGENTS; 

REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT AN APPLICANT FOR A LICENSE TO 

PRACTICE DENTAL HYGIENE SUBMIT TO AN ORAL 

AMENDING SECTIONS 37-4-401 AND 37-4-402, MCA; AND 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

INTERVIEW; 

PROVIDING 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-4-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-4-401. Practice of dental hygiene. The practice of 

dental hygiene is services, performed by a licensed 

preventive oral health practitioner known as a dental 

hygienist, that are educational, therapeutic, prophylactic, 

or preventive procedures in nature, as the board in writing 

defines and authorizes. These services include and the board 

shall authorize the administration of local anesthetic 

agents by a licensed dental hygienist certified by the board 

to administer the agents under the direct supervision and 

authorization of a licensed dentist. However, this section 

does not allow the board or a licensed dentist to delegate 

any of the following duties: 

~~· ''"'""'"" '""""' 
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(l) diagnosis, treatment planning, and prescription: 

(2) surgical procedures on hard and soft tissues other 

than root planing and subgingival curettage; 

(3) restorative, prosthetic, orthodontic, and other 

procedures which requ-ire the knowledge and skill of a 

dentist; 

{4) prescription for drugs or medications or work 

authorizations." 

Section 2. Section 37-4-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

''37-4-402. License -- examination. ( 1) The department 

may issue licenses for the practice of dental hygiene to 

qualified applicants to be known as dental hygienists. 

( 2) Except as provided in subsections ( 1), ( 2), and 

(3) of 37-4-404, no person may engage in the practice of 

dental hygiene or practice as a dental hygienist in this 

state until he has passed an examination approved by the 

board under rules it considers proper and has been issued a 

license by the department. 

( 3) Applicants for licensure shall take and pass an 

examination in order to be licensed. The examination shall 

consist of a written part, and a practical or clinical part7 

and-aft-ora~-~ftter~iew--with--~he--eoare--wh±en--mey--inelHd~ 

qHe~t±oft~--p~rte~n±ftg-~o-~he-prae~±ee-o£-d~ftta±-nyg±~ne. The 

board may accept, in satisfaction of the written part, 

successful completion of an examination by the national 

-2- SB 214 
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board of dental examiners and, whenever the board determines 

necessary, successful completion of a board examination in 

jurisprudence. The board may accept, in satisfaction of the 

practical part, successful completion of an examination by a 

board-designated regional testing service. 

(4) The board has the right to administer its own 

examination in lieu of acceptance of the national board 

written examination and a regional testing service practical 

examination. The board is authorized to make rules 

governing any such examination procedures. 

( 5) Applicants for licensure shall submit an 

application, which shall include, when required; 

(a) certification of successful completion of the 

national board written examination; 

{b) certification of successful completion of a 

regional board practical examination; 

(c) two affidavits of good moral character; 

(d) certificate of graduation from a board-approved 

dental hygiene school; 

(e) an examination fee commensurate with costs and set 

by the board; 

(f) a licensure fee commensurate with costs and set by 

the board; 

(g) a recent photograph of the applicant; and 

(h) copies of all other state licenses that are held 

-3- sa 214 
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by the applicant. 

(6} Applications must be submitted no 

days prior to the board--±nter~±ew--ane 

less than 20 

jurisprudence 

examination. Applicants may not take the jurisprudence 

examination or--the--e~a%--±~eerv±ew without first having 

completed and passed all other parts of the examination. 

(7) Examination results will be accepted for a period 

of time as set by board rule. An applicant failing to pass 

his first examination, if otherwise qualified, may take a 

subsequent examination on payment of a fee commensurate with 

costs and set by the board. 

(8) The board is authorized to adopt necessary and 

reasonable rules governing application procedures.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of dentistry to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective dates. (1} Sections 

2 and 3 and this section are effective on passage and 

approval. 

(2) Section 1 is effective October 1, 1985. 

-End-
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