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1 Sg_nj&g BILL NO. \B} 1 not be held.

2 INTRODUCED BY /{bg’,, 2 (2) The names of study commission candidates who have
3 BY REQUEéT OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 3 Eiled declarations of nomination not later than 60 days
4 4 before the date of the election shall be placed on the
5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 5 ballot. There is no filing fee. The election is nonpartisan,
[ CLARIFY PROVISIONS RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY 6 and candidates shall be listed without party or cther
7 COMMISSTONS: PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING TIE VOTES AND 7 designation or slogan. The secretary of state shall
8 WRITE-IN CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO A STUDY COMMISSION; 8 prescribe the ballot form for study commisstens
9 PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF EX OFFICIO MEMBERS; CLARIFYING 9 commissioners.
10 PROVISIONS RELATING TO VACANCIES IN OFFICE; PROVIDING THAT 10 {3) Candidates for study commission positions shall be
11 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SERVICE CONSOLIDATIONS AND TRANSFERS MAY 11 electors of the 1local government feor which the study
12 BE MADE T¢ THE ELECTORATE; AMENDING SECTICONS 7-3-176 THRQUGH 12 commission has been established. The candidates may not be
13 7-3-178, 7-3-1i85, AND 7-3-187, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 113 elected cfficials of the local government,
14 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 14 {4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of
15 15 study commission positicns toe be elected, receiving the
16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 16 highest number of wvotes, which includes votes cast for
17 Section 1. Section 7-3-176, MCA, is amended to read: 17 candidates who have officially filed nominations and votes
1B *7-3-176, Election of commissicn members. (1) If the 18 for write-in candidates, shall be declared elected. If there
19 question of reviewing the local government and establishing 19 15 a tie vote ameng candidates, the governing body shall
20 a study commission is approved, an election to £ill the 20 decide by lot whieh candidate will fill the position.
21 positions on the local government study commission shall be 21 (5) If the number of study commissicners elected is
22 held in conjunction with the 1984 general eilection date or 22 not egqual to the number required to be selected, the
23 at the first regularly scheduled election of the local 23 chairman of the governing body, with the confirmaticn cf the
24 government conducted after 90 days following tne election 24 governing body, shall appoint the additional study
25 establishing the study commissicon. A primary election may 25 commissioners within 20 days of the election. No elected
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official of the local government may be appointed.”

Section 2. Section 7-3-177, MCA, is amended to read:

"j-3-177. Composition of study commission. (1} The
number of positions, which must be an odd number of not less
than three, on the study commission shall be set out in the
resolution or petition calling £for the election on the
question of reviewing the local government or local
governments and establishing a study commission. If the

election is vcalled under the provisions of 7-3-173(1)(c).

Lhe atudy coimmissicn shall consist of throo members unlooco
the local governing body by resolution declares that a
larger number shall be elected.

(2) Every study commission shall include as an ex

officio nonvoting member a member of the governing body or

an elected official or employee of the Jlocal government

appointed by the governing body. The ex officic member must

be appointed prior to the organization of the study

commission provided for in 7-3-179."

Section 3. Section 7-3-178, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-178. Term of office -- vacancies -- compensation.
{1) The term of office of study commissicn members begins on
the day their election to the study commissiorn is declared
or certified under 13-15-405 or on the day of their
appointment and ends on the day of the wvote on the

alternative plan. If the alternative plan is adopted, the
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term continues for 90 days after the day of the vote on the
alternative plan. If the commission recomnends no
alternative plan, the term ends 30 days after submission of
the final report in acccrdance with 7-3-187.

(2) A wvacancy on a study commission, including an ex

offico member vacancy, shall be determined in the same

manrner 4s a4 vacancy in municipal office as praovided in

7-4-4111. Vacanetea A vacancy on a study commission shall be
filled by appointment by the governing body of the local

—mam . LI B FIE T L e B [ .
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shall be made within 30 days of the date the vacancy occurs,

(3) Members of the study commission may receive no
compensation other than for actuwal and necessary expenses
incurred in their official capacity."

Section 4. Section 7-31-185%, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-185. Scope of study commission recommendations.
(1) (a) & study commission eleected-to-exemine examining the
government of a county may:

tar(i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government ;

tby(ii) recommend any plan of government authorized by
Title 7, chapter 3, parts 1 through 6&;

tey{iii) draft a charter;

td¥(iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation or

amendments to an existing consolidation;

-4~



-~

o @

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0671/01

te¥(v) in cooperation with a study commission in an
adjoining county, recommend county merger; or
t£¥(vi) submit no recommendation.

(b) In addition to one of the items in subsection

{1){a), a counky study commission may recommend service

consolidation or transfer in cooperation with a study

commission of ancther county or with a study commission of

one or more municipalities.

{2) (a) A study commission  eteeted---te---exmamine
examining the government of a municipality may:

ta¥{i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government;

tby{ii) recommend any plan of government authorized by
Title 7, chapter 3, parts 1 through 6;

fey(iii) draft a charter;

td¥(iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation;

te3{v) recommend disincorporation; or

tE¥(vi) submit no recommendation.

(b) In addition to one of the items in subsection

{2)(a), a municipal study commission may recommend service

consolidaticon or transfer in cooperation with:

i) a county study commission;

(ii) a county study commission and one or more

municipal study commissions; or

(iii) one or more municipal study commissions."
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Section 5. Section 7-3-1B7, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-187. Final report. (1) Every study commission

shall adopt a final report. If the study commission

recommends an alternative form of government, the final

report shall contain the following materials and documents,

each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

(a)

petition

those materials and documents required of a

proposing an alteration of an existing form of

government in 7-3-142;

(b)

a certificate establishing the date of the special

election, which may be held in conjunction with a regularly

scheduled

election, at which the alternative form of

government shall be presented to the electors and a

certificate establishing the form of the ballot question or

questions; and

(c)

primary

a certificate establishing the dates of the first

and general elections for officers of a new

government if the proposal is approved and establishing the

effective date of the proposal if approved.

(2)

The final report shall contain any minority report

signed by members of the commission who do not support the

majority proposal.

{3
changes,

t4)

If the study commission is not recommending any
its final report shall so indicate,

The study commission shall file one copy of the
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final report with the department of administration commerce.
A copy of the final report shall be certified by the study
commission to the municipal or county records administrator
within 30 days after the adoption of the final report,

(5) Sufficient copies of the final report are to be
prepared for public distribution. The final report must be
available to the electors not later than 30 days prior ta
the election on the issue of adopting the alternative plan.
Copies of the final report may be distributed to electors or
residencs or the Local government or governments affected.

{6) After submission of the final report, the

commission shall deposit copies of its minutes and_ other

records with the county clerk and recorder.”

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. This act is
effective on passage and approval.

-End—
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APPROVED BY COMM.
DN LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SENATE BILL NO. 181
INTRODUCED BY HAFFEY

BY REQUEST OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY PROVISIONS RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY
COMMISSIONS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING TIE VOTES AND
WRITE-IN CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TG A STUDY COMMISSION;
PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF EX OFFICIO MEMBERS; CLARIFYING
PROVISIONS RELATING TO VACANCIES IN OFFICE; PROVIDING THAT
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SERVICE CONSOLIDATIONS AND TRANSFERS MAY
BE MADE TO THE ELECTORATE; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-176 THROUGH
7-3-178, 7-3-185, ANB 7-3-187, AND 7-3-150, MChA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-3-176, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-176. Election of commission members. (1) If the

question c¢f reviewing the local government and establishing

a study commission is approved, an election to fill the

positions on the local government study commission shall be

held in conjunction with the 19B4 general election date or
at the first regularly scheduled election of the local
government conducted after 90 days following the election

estaplishing the study commissicon. A primary election may
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not be held.

{2) The names of study commission candidates who have
filed declarations of nomination not later than 60 days
before the date of the election shall be placed on the
ballot. There is no filing fee. The election is nonpartisan,
and candidates shall be 1iisted without party or other
designation or slogan. The secretary of state shall
prescribe the ballot form for study commissieons
commissioners.

(3} Candidates for study commission positions shall be
electors of the 1lorcal government £for which the study
commission has been established. The candidates may not be
elected officials of the local government.

(4) The number of candidates, egqual tc the number of
study commission positions to be elected, receiving the

highest number of votes, which includes votes cast for

candidates who have officially filed nowminations and votes

for write-in candidates, shall be declared elected. If there

is a tie vote among candidates, the governing body shall

decide by lot which candidate will fill the position.

(5) If the number of study commissioners elected is
not equal te the number reqguired to be selected, the

chairman of the governing body, with the confirmation of the

governing body, shall appoint the additional study
commissicners within 20 days of the election. “No elected
-2~ 5B 181
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official of the local government may be appointed.”

Section 2. Sectlon 7-3-177, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-177. Composition of study commission. (1) The
number of pesitions, which must be an odd number of not less
than three, on the study commission shall be set out in the
resolution or petition c¢alling for the electicn on the
question  of reviewing the 1local government or local
governments and establishing a study commission. If the
election is called under the provisions of 7-3-173(1)(c¢),
the study commission shall consist of three members unless
the 1local governing body by resolution declares that a
larger number shall be elected.

{2) Every study commission shall include as an ex
officio nonvoting member a member of the governing body or
an elected official or employee of the local government

appointed by the governing body. The ex officio member must

be appointed prior to the organization of the study

commission provided for in 7-3-179."

Section 3. Section 7-3-178, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3~178. Term of ocffice -- vacancies -- compensation,
{1) The term of office of study commission members begins on
the day their election to the study commission is declared
or certified under 13-15-405 or on the day of their
appointment and ends on the day of the vote on the

alternative plan. If the alternative plan is adopted, the
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term continues for 90 days after the day of the vote on the
alternative plan. If the commission recommends no
alternative plan, the term ends 30 days after submission of
the final report in accordance with 7-3-187,

{2) A vacancy on a study commission, including an ex

offico member vacancy, shall be determined in the same

manner as a vacancy in municipal office as provided in

7-4-4111. Vacanetes A vacancy on a study commission shall be
filled by appointment by the governing bedy ¢f the local

government being studied by the commission., The appointment

shall be made within 30 days of the date the vacancy occurs.

{3) Members of the study commission may receive no
compensation other than for actual and necessary expenses
incurred in their official capacity."

Section 4. Section 7-3-185, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-3-185. Scope of study commission recommendations.
{1y (a) A study commission etected-to-examime examining the
government of a county may:

tat(i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government ;

tby(ii) recommend any plan of government authorized by
Title 7, chapter 3, parts 1 threough 6;

tey{iii) draft a charter;

tdy(iv) recommend municipal-county consalidation or

amendments to an existing consolidation:

-4- 5B 181
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te¥[(v]) in cocperation with a study commission ia an
adjoining county, recommend county merger; or
t£4(vi) submit no recommendation.

(b} In addition to one of the items in subsection

(l){a), a county study- commission may recommend service

consolidation or transfer in  cooperation with a study

commission of another county or with a study commission of

one or mare municipalities.

(2) f{a) A study commission etected-—--to-—-—examine
examining the government of a municipality may:

ta}y[(i) recommend amendments tc the existing plan of
government;

tb¥{ii) recommend any plan of government authorized by
Title 7, chapter 3, parts 1 through 6;

te¥(iii) draft a charter;

td¥(iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation:

te¥(v) recommend disincorporation; or

tE3(vi} submit no recommendation.

(b) In addition to one of the items in subsection

(2)(a), a municipal study commission may recommend service

consolidaticn or transfer in cooperation with:

{i} a county study commission;

(i1} a county study commission and one or more

municipal study commissions; or

{iii) one or more municipal study commissions."
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Section 5. Section 7-3-187, MCA, is amended to read:

w}-3-~187. Final report. (1) Every study commission
shall adopt a final report. If the study commission
recommends an alternative form of government, the final
report shall contain the Following materials and documents,
each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

(a) those materials and documents required of a
petition proposing an alteration of an existing form of
government in 7-3-142;

{(b) a certificate establishing the date of the special
election, which may be held in conjunction with a regularly
scheduled election, at which the alternative form of

government shall be presented to the electors and a

.certificate establishing the form of the ballot questlon or

questions; and

{c} a certificate establishing the dates of the first
primary and general elections for officers of a new
government if the proposal is approved and establishing the
effective date of the proposal if approved.

(2) The final report shall contain any minority report
signed by members of the commission who do not support the
majority proposal.

{3) If the study commission is not recommending any
changes, its final repert shall so indicate.

(4} The study commission snall file one--copy TWO

-

- - sg 18



15
186
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5B 0l181/02

COPIES of the final report with the department of

admintstratien commerce, ONE OF WHICH THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

FORWARD TO THE STATE LIBRARY. A copy of the final report

shall be certified by the study commission to the municipal
or county records administrator within 30 days after the
adoption of the final report.

(5) Sufficient copies of the final report are to be
prepared for public distribution. The final report must be
available to the electors nct later than 30 dayslprior to
the election on the issue of adopting the alternative plan.
Copies of the final report ma? be distributed to electors or
Lenidenis ol ihe iocal government or governments affected.

(6) After submission of the final report, the

commission _shall deposit copies of its minutes and other

records with the county clerk and recorder.”

SECTION 6. SECTION 7-3-130, MCA, TS AMENDED TO READ:

"7-3-190. Supplementary reports. A study commission
may prepare separate reports 1n addition to 1ts final
report. These reports may recommend consclidation of
services and functions and 1indicate potential areas for

interlocal agreements. Such reports shall be submitted to

all appropriate governing bodies for reaction within 1

year."
NEW SECTIQON. Section 7. Effective date. This act is

effective on passage and approval.
_End_
-1- SB 181
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SENATE BILL NO. 181
INTRODUCED BY HAFFEY
BY REQUEST OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY PROVISIONS RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY
COMMISSIONS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING TIE VOTES AND
WRITE-IN CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO A STUDY COMMISSION:
PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF EX OFFICIO MEMBERS; CLARIFYING
PROVISIONS RELATING TO VACANCIES IN OFFICE; PROVIDING THAT
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SERVICE CONSOLIDATIONS AND TRANSFERS MAY
BE MADE TO THE ELECTORATE; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-176 THROUGH
7-3-178, 7-3-185, ANB 7-3-187, AND 7-3-190, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-31-176, MCA, is amended to read:
#7-3-176. Election of commission members. (1) If the

question of reviewing the local government and establishing

a study commission is approved, an election to fill the

positions on the local government study commission shall be

held in conjunction with the 1984 general election date or
ét thé first reqularly scheduled election of the local
government conducted after 90 days (following the election

establishing the study commission. A primary election may
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not be held.

(2} The names of study commission candidates who have
filed declarations of nomination not later than 60 days
before the date of the election shall be placed on the
ballot. There is no filing fee. The election is nonpartisan,
and candidates shall be 1listed without party or other
designation or slogan. The secretary of state shall
prescribe the ballot form for study commissions

{3) Candidates for study commission pesitions shall be

electors of the 1local government for which the study

‘commission has been established. The candidates may not be

elected officials of the local government.
(4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of
study commission positions to be elected, receiving the

highest number of votes, which includes votes cast for

candidates who have officially filed nominations and votes

for write-in candidates, shall be declared elected. If there

is a tie vote among candidates, the governing body shall

decide by lot which candidate will f£ill the position.

(5) If the number of study commissioners elected is
not equal to the number required to be selected, the
chairman of the governing body, with the confirmation of the
governing body, shall appeint the additional study

commissioners within 20 days of the election. No elected

- SB 181
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official of the local government may be appointed."

Section 2. Secticn 7-3-177, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-177. Compesition of study commission. (1) The
number of positions, which must be an odd number of not less
than three, on the study commission shall be set out in the
resolution or petition calling for the election on the
question of reviewing the local government or local
governments and establishing a study commission. If the
election is called under the provisions of 7-3-173({1){c),
the study commissicon shall consist of three members unless
the 1local governing body by resolution declaces that =
larger number shall be elected.

{(2) Every study commission shall include as an ex
afficio nonvoting member a member of the governing body or
an elected official or employee of the local government

appointed by the goveraing body. The ex officio member must

be appointed prior to the organization of the study

commissicn provided for in 7-3-179."

Section 3. Section 7-3-178, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-178. Term of office -- vacancies -- compensation.
{1} The term of office of study commission members begins on

the day their election to the study commission is declared

or certified under 13-15-405 or on the day of their

appointment and ends on the day of the vote .on the

alternative plan.' If the alternative plan is adopted, the

-3- SB 181
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term continues for 90 days after the day of the vote on the
alternative plan. If the commission recommends no
alternative plan, the term ends 30 days after submission of
the final report in accordance with 7-3-187.

{2} A vacancy on a study commission, including an ex

offico member vacancy, shall be determined in the same

manner as A vacancy in municipal office as provided in

7-4-4111. Vacancies A vacancy on a study commission shall be
filled by appointment by the governing body of the 1local

gaovernment being studied by the commission. The appointment

- 3 . - .
CHE QaiLg Liic vauvaluy ULCuLsS.

(3} Members of the study commission may receive no
compensation oéher than for actual a&and necessary expenses
incurred in their official capacity.”

Section 4. Section 7-3-185, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-185. Scope of study commission recommendations.
(1) (a) A study commission elected-to-examine examining the
government of a county may:

tay(i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government;

tb}{ii) recommend any plan of government authorized by
Title 7, chapter 3, parts 1 through 6;

tey(iil) draft a charter;

td¥(iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation or

amendments to an existing congolidation;

—4- SB 181
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te¥(v} in cooperation with a study commission in an
adjoining county, recommend county merger; or
¢€¥(vi) submit no recommendation.

{b) In .addition to one of the items in subsection

(1)(a}, a county study commission may recommend service

consclidatien or tranafer in cooperation with a study

commission of another county or with a study commission of

one or more municipalities.

(2) (a) A study commission eiected---to---examine
examining the government of a municipality may:

ta¥(i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government;

tbt({ii) recommend any plan of government authorized by
Title 7, chapter 3, parts 1 through §;

tey(iii) draft a charter;

td¥(iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation;

tey{v) recommend disincorporation; or

t£}{vi) submit no recommendation.

{b) In addition to one of the items in subsection

(2j(a), a municipal study commission may reccmmend service

consolidation or transfer in cooperation with:

{i) a county study commission;

{ii) a county study commission and one o©or more

municipal study commissions; or

{iii) one or more municipal study commissjions."

-5- SB 181
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Section 5. Sectien 7-3-187, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-3-187. Final report. (1) Every study commission
shall adopt a final report. If the study commission
recommends an alternative form of government, the final
report shall contain the following materials and documents,
each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

fa) those materials and documents required of a
petition proposing an alteration of an existing form of
government in 7-3-142;

{(b) a certificate establishing the date of the special
election, which may be held in conjunction with a regularly
scheduled election, at which the alternative Fform of
government shall be presented to the electors and a
certificate establishing the form of the ballot guestion or
guestions; and

{c} a certificate establishing the dates of the first
primary and general elections for officers of a new
government if the proposal is approved and establishing the
effective date of the proposal if approved.

{2) The final report shall contain any minority report
signed by members of the commission who do not support the
majority proposal.

(3) If the study commission is not recommending any
changes, its final report shall so indicate.

{4) The study commission ghall file enme--espy TWO

-6- SB 18l
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COPIES of the final report with the department of

admintsteration commerce, ONE OF WHICH THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

FORWARD TO THE STATE LIBRARY. A copy of the final report

shall be certified by the atudy commission to the municipal
or county records administrator within 30 days after the
adoption of the final report.

{5} Sufficient copies of the final report are to be
prepared for public distribution. The final report must be
available to the electors not later than 30 days‘prior to
the election on the issue of adopting the alternative plan.
Copies of the Einal report may be distributed tc electors or
residents of the local government or governments affected.

[6} After submission of the Einal repork, the

commission shall depasit copies of its minutes and other

records with the county clerk and recorder.”

SECTION 6. SECTION 7-3-190, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"7-3-190. Supplementary reports, A study commission
may prepare separate reports in addition to its final
report. These reports may recommend consolidation of
serviges and functions and indicate potential areas for

interlocal agreements. Such reports shall be submitted to

all appropriate governing bodies for reaction within 1

year."
NEW SECTIOM. Section 7. Effective date. This act isv

effective on passage and approval.
-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 181
INTRODUCED BY HAFFEY

BY REQUEST OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY PROVISIONS RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY
COMMISSIONS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING TIE VOTES AND
WRITE-IN CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO A STUDY COMMISSION;
PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF EX OFFICIO MEMBERS; CLARIFYING
PROVISIONS RELATING TO VACANCIES IN OFFICE; PROVIDING THAT
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SERVICE CONSOLIDATIONS AND TRANSFERS MAY
BE MADE TQ THE ELECTORATE; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-176 THROUGH
7-3-178, 7-3-185, ANB 7-3-187, AND 7-3-198, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-3-176, MCA, is amended to read:
n7-3-176. Election of commission members. (1) If the

question of reviewing the local government and establishing

a study commission is approved, an election to fill the

positions on the local government study commission shall be

neld in conjuncticn with the 1984 general election date or
at the firsc regqularly scheduled election of the local
government conducted after 90 days following the election

establishing tne study commission. A primary election may
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not be held.

(2) The names of study commission candidates who have
filed declarations of nomination not later than 60 days
before the date of the election shall be placed on the
ballot. There is no Filing fee. The election is nonpartisan,
and candidates shall be 1listed without party or other
designation or slogan. The secretary of state shall
prescribe the ballot form for study commissions
commissioners.

{3) Candidates for study commission positions shall be
electors of the local government for which the study
commission has been established. The candidates may not be
elected cfficials of the loccal government.

(4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of
study commission positions to be elected, receiving the

highest number of votes, which includes wvotes cast for

candidates who have officially filed nominations and votes

for write—in candidates, shall be declared elected. If there

is a tie vote among candidates, the governing body shall

decide by lot which candidate will fill the positian.

{5} If the number of study commissioners elected is
not equal to the number required to be selected, the

chairman of the governing body, with the confirmation of che

governing body, shall appoint the additional sctudy
commissioners within 20 days of the electicn. No elected
-2- SB 181
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official of the local government may be appointed.”

Section 2. Secticn 7-3-177, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-3-177. Composition of study commission. (1} The
number of positions, which must be an odd number of not less
than three, on the study commission shall be set out in the
resolution or petition ecalling £for the election on the
guestion of reviewing the local government or lecal
governments and establishing a study commission. If£ the
election 1is called wunder the provisions of 7-3-173(1)(c},
the study commission shall consist of tnree members unless
the local governing body by resolution declares that a
larger number shall be elected.

{2) Every study commission shall include as an ex
cfficio nonvoting member a member of the governing body or
an elected official or employee of the local government

appointed by the governing body. The ex officio member must

be appecinted prior to the organization of the study

commission provided for in 7-3-179."

Section 3. Secticn 7-3-178, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-178. Term of office -- vacancies -~ compensation.
{1} The term cf office of study commission members begins on
the day their election to the study commission is declared
or certified under 13-15-40% or on the day of their
appointment and ends on the day of the wote on the

alternative plan. If the alternative plan is adopted, the

-3- $B 1B1
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term continues for 90 days after the day of the vote on the
alternative plan. If the commission recommends no
alternative plan, the term ends 30 days after submission of
the firal report in accordance with 7-3-187.

(2) A vacancy on a study commission, :ipcluding an ex

offico member vacancy, shall be determined in the same

manner _as a vacancy in municipal office as provided in

7-4-41ll1l. Vacancies A vacancy on a study commission shall be
filled by appointment by the governing body of the locail
government being studied by the commissicon. The appointment

shall be made within 30 days of the date the vacancy occurs.

(3) Members of the study commission may receive no
compensation other than for actual and necessary expenses
incurred in their official capacity."”

Section 4. Section 7-3-185, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-185. Scope of study commissicn recommendations.
(1) {a) A study commission etected-to-examine examining the
government of a county may:

ta3(i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government;

tb¥(ii} recommend any plan of governmen:t authorized by
Title 7; chapter 3, parts 1 through 6;

te4{iii) draft a charter:

td3{iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation or

amendments to an existing consclidation;

-4- SB 181
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te¥(v) in cooperation with a study commission in an
adjoining ccunty, recommend county merger; or
tE¥{vi, submit no recommendation.

{b) 1In addition to one of the items _in_ subsection

(1)¢a), a county study commission may recommend service

consolidation or transfer in ccoperaticon with a study

commission of another county or with a study commission of

one or mcore municipalities.

(2) ta) A study commission etected---to-~—axamine
examining the government of a municipality may:

tay{i) recommend amendments to the existing plan of
government;

tb+(ii) recommend any plan of government authcrized by
Title 7, cnapter 3, parts 1 through 6;

tey({iii) draft a charter;

téd+(iv) recommend municipal-county consolidation;

te3{v) recommend disincorporation; or

t+#¥(vi) submit no recommendation.

(b) Ir addition to one of tne items in subsection

(2){a), a municipal study commissicn may recommend service

consolidation or transfer in cooperation with:

(i) a county study commission;

{(ii) a county. study commissicn _and one Or more

(iii) cne gr more municipal study commissions.
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Secticn 5. Section 7-3-187, MCa, is amended to read:

"7-3-187. Final report. {1) Every study commission
shall adopt a fimal report. If the study commission
recommends an alternative form of government, the final
report shall contain the following materials and documents,
each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

{a) those materials and documents required of a
petition proposing an alteration of an existing form of
government in 7-3-142;

(b} a certificate establishing the date of the special
election, which may be held in conjunction with a regularly
scheduled election, at which the alternative form of
governr nt shall be presented to the electors and a
certificate establishing the form of the ballot question or
guestions; and

{c) a certificate establishing the dates of the first
primary and general elections for cfficers of a new
government if the proposal is approved and establishing the
effective date of the proposal if approved.

{2) The final report shall contain any minority report
signed by members of the commission who do not support the
majority proposal.

{3) If the study commission is not recommending any
changes, its final report shall sc indicate.

(4) The study commission shall file ene--copy TWO

-6~ SB 181
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COPIES of the final report with the department of

adminiaeration commerce, ONE OF WHICH THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

FORWARD TO THE STATE LIBRARY. A copy of the final report

shall be certified by the study commission to the municipal
or county records administrator within 30 days after the
adoption of the final report.

(S) Sufficient copies of the final report are to he
prepared for public distributien. The final repert must be
available to the electors neot later than 30 days prior to
the election on the issue of adopting the alternative plan.
Copies of the final report may be distributed to electors or
residents of the local government or governments affected,

(6) After submission oF the final report, the

commission shall deposit copies o©of its minutes and other

records with the county clerk and recorder."

SECTION 6. SECTION 7-3-190, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

“7-3-190. Supplementary reports, A study commission
may prepare separate reports in addition to its final
report, These reports may recommend consolidation of
services and fyncrionsg and indicate potential areas for

interlocal agreements. Such reports shall be submitted to

all appropriate governing beodies for reaction within 1

year."
NEW SECTION. Section 7. EEfective date. Thig act is

effeetive on passage and appreval.
-End=-
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