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FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER AND 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CORONER AND DEPUTY 

SECTIONS 7-4-2901 AND 7-4-2902, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of 

county coroner. (l) In addition to the qualifications set 

forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the office of coroner, 

at the time of election or appointment to office a person 

must be: 

(a) 23 years of age or older; and 

(b) a high school graduate or holder of an equivalency 

of completion of secondary education as provided by the 

superintendent of public instruction under 20-7-131 or of an 

equivalency issued by another state or jurisdiction. 

(2) Each coroner, before entering the duties of his 

office, must: 

(a) take, and file with the county clerk, the 

constitutional oath of office; and 

(b) certify to the county clerk that: 

(i) he has satisfactorily completed the basic coroner 
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LC 0005/01 

course of study provided in [section 4) or that he has 

completed the equivalent educational requirements approved 

by the Montana coroner's association; or 

(ii) he intends to take the basic coroner course at the 

next offering of the course if the coroner has been 

appointed or was elected by other than a local government 

general election and, from the date of appointment or 

election and assumption of his duties as coroner, no basic 

coroner course was offered. A coroner forfeits his office 

for failure to take and satisfactorily complete the next 

offering of the basic coroner course. 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2902. Jttsti:ce-oE--peaef!--~e--aet:--es Vacancy in 

office of county coroner or disqualification of coroner in 

e~rta±n-ea~e~. (1) The coroner or the board of county 

commissioners, if the coroner is unable or refuses to act, 

shall request the coroner or a qualified deputy coroner of 

another county to be acting county coroner if the coroner: 

~ f£-~he-oEE±ee-e£-eeroner-is-vaeaft~-e~-he is absent 

or unable to attend,--~h~--d~eies--eE--his--o£fiee--may--he 

disehar9ed--by--any--;ttsei~e-o£-ehe-pt!aee-ef-~he-eettn~y-wi~h 

~ne-like-a~thority-and-~~bje~~-~o-the-same--oblt~ations--and 

penalt±e~--as-the-eo~onero to his duties or if the office of 

coroner is vacant, and there are no qualified deputies 

available; 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
~13 11-7-
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(b) is related to the deceased; 

(c) is a potential party in the death or his inquiry 

into the death may pose a conflict of interest; 

(d) has not successfully completed the basic coroner 

course required in [section 4) and there are no qualified 

deputies available: or 

(e) is disqualified under the provisions of 46-4-201. 

(2) The salary of and expenses inc~rred by an acting 

coroner on behalf of a requesting county are an allowable 

charge against the requesting county. A-;~~tiee-o£-~h~-peaee 

aet~~g--as-eorone~-~s-aiiowed-~he-some-~alary-ae-the-eoro"er 

£or-th~t-por~toft-o£-~ime-he-aetttai%y-spends-d±sehar9i"g--~he 

d~tie~-o£-eoronerT 11 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-4-2901. Appointment of deputy coroners. ( 1) The 

coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may 

appoint one or more deputy coroners to assist him or act in 

his absence. 

(2) At the time of appointment,_a deputy coroner or 

acting coroner must meet the qualifications required of a 

coroner as provided in (section 1(1) and (2)(a)}. Within a 

reasonable time after appointment, ? deputy must 

successfully complete the basic coroner_course, as provided 

for in" [section 1(2)(b)(ii)]. The def>~st a1so_meet the 

reguirements for advanced education a::; provided in {section 

-3-
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4(2)(b)j. 

trtl!l A deputy coroner may be the coroner~ 

qualified deputy coroner, from another county ... 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Coroner 

continuing education. ( 1) Coroner 

education 

education will 

and 

be 

conducted by the state medical examiner. The cost of 

conducting such education must be borne by the office of the 

state medical examiner from money appropriated for such 

education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner 

attending from that county. 

( 2) (a) The state medical examiner shall conduct a 

40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general 

election held in an odd-numbered year. The course, or an 

equivalent course approved by the Montana coroner's 

association, must be completed before the first Monday in 

January following the election. The state medical examiner 

may conduct other basic coroner courses at times 

considers appropriate. 

he 

(b) The state medical examiner shall annually conduct 

a 16-hour advanced coroner course. Failure of any coroner or 

deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced 

coroner course, or an equivalent course approved by the 

Montana coroner's association, at least once every 2 years 

results in forfeiture of office. 

-End-

-4-



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN 194-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 25, 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate .Bill 177 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 177 is an act to specify requirements for the office of county coroner and to mandate educational 
requirements for the coroner and deputy coroners. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. It is assumed that the primary instructor responsibilities will be performed by Forensic Science Division 
staff, with occasional qualified lecturers from the private sector. 

2. It is assumed that a 16-hour class will be presented in both years of the biennium, but the 40-hour class 
only given in FY 1987. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
FY 1986 FY 1987 

General Fund: 
Expenditures $ 500 $ 2,450 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Each county must pay mileage and per diem for one 40-hour and for one 16-hour course every other year. 

FN3:U/l 

{)ONd_ L IJ~~ 
~--~-n v r 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: J /J.,.J :2. <f j ~~-
-- --,--------

- .s-8 /77 
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APPROVED BY COHH. 
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FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ~·HE CORONER AND DEPUTY CORONERS; 

SECTIONS 7-4-2901 AND 7-1-2902, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1~ Qualifications for office of 

county coroner~ (lj In addition to the qualifications set 

forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the office of cotOiler, 

at the time of election or appointment to office a person 

must be: 

(a) 23 years of age or older; and 

(b) a high school graduate or holde~ of an equivalency 

of completion of secondary education as provided by the 

superintendent of public instruction under 20-7-131 or of an 

equivalency issued by another state or jurisdiction. 

(2) Each coroner, before entering the duties of his 

office, must: 

{a) take, and file with the county clerk, the 

constitutional oath of office; and 

(b) certify to the county clerk that: 

(i) he has satisfactorily completed the basic coroner 
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course of study provided in [section 4] or that he has 

completed the equivalent educational requirements approved 

by the Montana coroner's association; or 

(ii) he intends to take the basic coroner course at the 

next offering of the course if the coroner has been 

appointed or was elected by other than a local government 

general election and, from the date of appointment or 

election and assumption of his duties as coroner, no basic 

coroner course was offered. A coroner forfeits his office 

for failure to take and satisfactorily complete the next 

offering of the basic coroner course. 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2902. attst±ee-of--pe~ee--to--aet--a~ Vacancy i~ 

office of county coroner or disqua~ification of coroner ~n 

eer~a~n-ca~es. (1) The coroner or the boa~d of col1nty 

commissioners, if the_.coroner is unable .or refuses to act, 

sha!l request the coroner or a gual~fied deputy coroner of 

another county to be acting county coroner if the_coroner: 

~ f£-th~-orr±ee-of-eoro~e~-±~-~aeant-or-he is absent 

or unable to attend,--the--dutie~--o£--~~~--e££~ee--may--be 

d±~eharge0--by--8ny--jtts~iee-o£-the-peaee-~£-~he-eottnty-witk 

the-l±ke-author±ty-and-sub;eet-to-th~-same---obY±gat±ons--and 

pena%t±e~--a~-the-eoronero to his duties or if the office of 

coroner is vacant, ~nd there are no aualified ~uties 

available; SECOND READING 

-2- ~f; I?? 
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(b) is related to the deceased; 

(C) is a potential party in the death or his inquiry 

into the death may pose a conflict of interest; 

(d) has not successfully completed the basic coroner 

course required in (section 4] and there ar:e no~!ified 

deputies available; or 

(e) is disqualified under the provision§ of 46-4-201. 

(2) The salary of and expenses incurre~ by an acti~ 

coroner on behalf of a requesting county are an allowable 

charge against the requesting county. A-;~~tie@-o£-the-p~eee 

aet~ftg--~~-eoron~r-±~-ei}owed-eh~-same-~atary-e~-tke-eorone~ 

£or-thet-port±on-o£-time-he-aettlelly-~pend~-d±~enar~±ng--th~ 

dut±es-o£-eorol'\er•" 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2901. Appointment of deputy coroners. ( 1) The 

coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may 

appoint one or more deputy coroners to assist him or act in 

his absence. 

( 2) At the time of appoin_~0ent, ~-~~_ty coroner ~E 

acting coroner must meet the qualifications r~~ired of a 

coro!_ler as provid~t_:!_ in [section 1{1) and f2)tal___L_ Within a 

reasonable time after appointment, a ~~ must 

successfully complete the basic coro~~r course, a~vided 

for in [section 1(2)(b)(ii)]. The deputy must also meet the 

~uirements for advanced education as provided in (section 

-3-
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4(2)(b)]. 

t2tlll A deputy coroner may be the coroner~. 

qualified deputy coroner, from another county." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Coroner education and 

continuing education. ( 1} Coroner education will be 

conducted by the state medical examiner. The cost of 

conducting such education must be borne by the office of the 

state medical examiner from money appropriated for such 

education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner 

attending from that county. 

( 2) (a) The state medical examiner shall conduct a 

40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general 

election held in an odd-numbered year. The course, or an 

equivalent course approved by the Montana coroner's 

association, must be completed before the first Monday in 

January following the election. The state medical examiner 

may conduct other basic coroner courses at times 

considers appropriate. 

hE> 

(b) The state medical examiner shall annually conduct 

a 16-hour advanced coroner course. Failure of any coroner or 

deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced 

coroner course 1 or an equivalsnt course approved by the 

Montana coroner 1 S association, at least once every 2 years 

results in forfeiture of office. 

-End-

-4-
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"AN ACT TO SPECIFY REQUIREMENTS ~ 

FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER AND TO MANDATE EDUCATIONAL~lJ 
REQUIREMENTS FOR TH~ CORONER AND DEPUTY CORONERS; AMENDING ~~ 

SECTIONS 7-4-2901 AND 7-4-2902, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of 

county coroner. (1) In addition to the qualifications set 

forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the office of coroner, 

at the time of election or appointment to office a person 

must be: 

{a) 23 years of age or older; and 

(b) a high school graduate ( r holder of an equivalency 

of completion of secondary education as provided by the 

superintendent of public instruction under 20-7-131 or of an 

equivale~cy issued by another state or jurisdiction. 

(2) Each coroner, before entering the duties of his 

office, must: 

(a) take, and file with the county clerk, the 

constitutional oath of office: and 

(b) certify to the county clerk that: 

(i) he has satisfactorily completed the basic coroner 

~na "•"~"•• Counal 
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course of study provided in [section 4] or that he has 

completed the equivalent educational requirements approved 

by the Montana coroner's association; or 

(ii) he intends to take the basic coroner course at the 

next offering o~ the course if the coroner has been 

appointed or was elected by other than a local government 

general election and, from the date of appointment or 

election and assumption of his duties as coroner, no basic 

coroner course was offered~ A coroner forfeits his office 

for failure to take and satisfactOrily complete the next 

offering of the basic coroner course~ 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2902. dtt~t-iee-o£--peaee--t-e--aet:--as Vacancy in 

office of county coroner or disqualification of coroner in 

eerea~~-eases. (1) The coroner or the board of county 

commissioners, if the coroner is unable or refuses to act, 

shall request the coroner or a qualified deputy coroner of 

another county to be acting county coroner if the coroner: 

~ i£-the-eff~ee-o£-eorener-~s-vaeant-or-he is absent 

or unable to attend,--the--dts:tf~s--o£--hi~--o££iee--may--be 

disehar9ed--by--a~y--justiee-or-the-peaee-o£-t-he-eettnt:y-with 

t:he-%±ke-auehor±t:y-and-subjeet-te-the-~ame--obii9ations--and 

pena%ties--a~-the-eeronero to his duties or if the office of 

coroner is vacant, and there are no qualified deputies 

available: 

-2- THIRD READING 
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(b) is related to the deceased; 

(c) is a potential party in the death or his inquiry 

into the death may pose a conflict of interest; 

(d) has not successfully completed the basic coroner 

course required in [section 4] and there are no qualified 

deputies available; or 

(el is disqualified under the provisions of 46-4-201. 

(2) The salary of and expenses incurred by an acting 

coroner on behalf of a requesting county are an allowable 

charge against the requesting county. A-;~~~~ee-o£-~he-peaee 

aet~ftq--as-eorener-is-allowed-the-same-salary-8s-the-eorofter 

tor-that-portioft-o£-time-he-aetnally-spends-d~~eharg~ng--the 

dt2tie!l-o£-eoronero" 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2901. Appointment of deputy coroners. ( 1) The 

coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may 

appoint one or more deputy corone, s to assist him or act in 

his absence. 

(2) At the time of appointment, a deputy coroner or 

acting coroner must meet the qualifications required of a 

coroner as provided in [section 1[1} and (2)(a)]. Within a 

reasonable time after appo~n~e~t, a deputy must 

successfully complete the basic coroner course, as provided 

for in [section 1(2)(b)(ii)). The deputy must also meet the 

requirements for advanced education as provided in (section 

-3-
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4(2)(b)]. 

titill A deputy coroner may be the coroner~ 

qualified deputy coroner, from another county." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Coroner education and 

continuing education. (1) Coroner education will be 

conducted by the state medical examiner. The cost of 

conducting such education must be borne by the office of the 

state medical examiner from money appropriated for such 

education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner 

attending from that county. 

(2) (a} The state medical examiner shall conduct a 

40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general 

election held in an odd-numbered year. The course, or an 

equivalent cours.e approved by the Montana coroner's 

association, must be completed before the first Monday in 

January following the election. The state medical examiner 

may conduct other basic coroner courses at times 

considers appropriate. 

he 

(b) The state medical examiner shall annually conduct 

a 16-hour advanced coroner course. Failure of any coroner or 

deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced 

coroner course, or an equivalent course approved by the 

Montana coroner's association, at least once every 2 years 

results in forfeiture of office. 

-End-

-4-


