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IN THE SENATE 
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Committee recommend bill do 
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adopted. 
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members' desks. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED' 11AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO TBE CONDUCT OF 

BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN 

MUNICIPALITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2-2756, 

7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101, 

7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2159, 

7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2304, 7-13-2345, 7-14-2706, 

7-14-2739, 7-14-4630, 7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 

7-22-2212. 7-22-2446. 7-33-2102, 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157, 

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA' 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of 

notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a 

local government unit other than a municipality is required 

to give notice by publication, the following applies: 

(1) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the 

qualifications of subsections (2) and {3), except that in a 

county where no newspaper meets these qualifications, 

publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an 

adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an 

adjacent county, publication must be made by posting the 
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notice in three public. places in the county, designated by 

resolution of the governin9 body-

(2) The newspaper must be: 

(a) of general paid circulation with a second-class 

mailing permit; 

(b) published at least once a week; and 

(c) published in the county where the hearing or other 

action will take place. 

(3) In the case of a contract award, the newspaper 

must have been published continuously in the county for the 

12 months preceding the awarding of the contract. 

(4) If a person is required by law or ordinance to pay 

for publication, the payment must be received before the 

publication may be made. 

(5) The notice must be published twice, with at least 

6 days separating publication. The first publication must be 

no more than 21 days prior to the action and the last no 

less than 3 days prior to the action. 

(6) The published notice must contain: 

(a) the date~ time, and place of the hearing or other 

action; 

{b) a brief statement at the action to be taken; 

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who 

may be contacted for further information on the action to be 

taken; and 
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(d) any other information required by the specific 

section requiring notice by publication. 

(7) A published notice required by law may be 

supplemented by a radio or television broadcast of the 

notice in the manner prescribed in 2-3-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Mail notice. ( 1) Unless 

otherwise specifically provided, whenever a local government 

unit other than a municipality is required to give notice of 

a hearing or other official act by mail, the requirement may 

be met by: 

(a) deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the 

United States mail with postage paid at the first-class 

rate; 

(b) sending the notice by certified mail rather than 

first class; or 

{c) mailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of 

first class if notice is to be given by mail to all electors 

or residents of the affected local government unit. 

(2) The notice shall contain: 

(a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other 

action; 

(b) a brief statement of the action to be taken: 

(c} the address and telephone number of the person who 

may be contacted for further information on the action to be 

taken; and 
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(d) any other information required by the specific 

section requiring mail notice. 

(3) When notice by mail is required, the requirement 

applies only to persons whose addresses are known. 

Section 3. Section 7-2-2704, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2704. Hearing on petition by county commissioners 

notice. (1) Whenever any such petition is presented to 

the board of county commissioners of a county with a 

certificate of the election administrator attached thereto 

and showing that the petition has been signed by not less 

than 35% of the registered electors of the county whose 

names appear upon the registration records of the county, as 

provided in 7-2-2702 and 7-2-2703, the board shall, 

immediately upon presentation of the petition, make and 

enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering 

and taking final action on the petition. The date for final 

action shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after 

the date when the order is made. 

(2) The board shall cause a notice to be published in 

the-o££ieiai-"~wspeper-or-the-eo~ney as provided in [section 

ll to the effect that the petition has been presented to the 

board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the 

county and that ~he-beard-w~ii-meet-at-the-time-speeiried-±~ 

~he--order--for--eonsideriftq--a~d-ta~in9-£inai-aet~o~-on-the 

pe~itie"7-at-whieh--time any registered electors of the 
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county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon. 

~he-fte~iee-sha%%-be-~~blished-oftee-a-week-ter--i--s~eeeseive 

weeks-ift'lllle0iat:e%y-fe%low±ftg-t::he-mah:inq-of-~he-orc1ero" 

Section 4. Section 7-2-2756, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (1) No real 

estate may be sold by the board of county commissioners 

unless the property has been appraised within 1 year 

immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who 

reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished 

county and who were appointed by the judge of the district 

court to which the county is attached, on petition of the 

board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be 

made at public sale, and notice shall be published ±ft--~he 

o££*eiai--new~paper-ei-~he-eotlnty-oftee-a-week-£or-8e-lea~t-~ 

wee~~-immediate~y-prior-te-the-daee-for-heldift~-the-same as 

provided in [section 1]. No such real estate shall be sold 

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof. 

(2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold 

shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the 

purchaser thereof may pay the same in four installments, the 

first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase 

price, to be paid at the time of purchase, with the 

remainder to be paid in three equal annual installments with 

interest thereon at not less than 5% per annum. Whenever 

the purchase price of any real estate is to be paid in 
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installments, the board shall enter into a contract with the 

purchaser thereof, and such contract shall be recorded in 

the office of the county clerk. When payment in full has 

been made for real estate, the chairman of the board shall 

execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the 

purchaser or his successor in interest. 

( 3) 

thereon, 

All 

shall 

real 

be 

estate 

subject 

sold, with any 

to assessment 

improvements 

and taxation 

annually to the purchaser or his successor in interest at a 

value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof 

until the purchase price is fully paid, when such real 

estate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all 

improvements placed on any such real estate after its 

purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the 

full cash value thereof.'' 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2307. Notice of hearing. tit The county clerk or 

clerks shall cause notice of the hearing required by 

7-4-2306 to be published o~e-time-ift-the-off*e*a~--ftew~paper 

o£--the--eo~nty,--whteh-ptlbl±~et*o~-mu~t-be-a~-ieast-±9-~ay~ 

be£ore-the-date--~et--£or--~aid--heariftg~--f£--there--±~--no 

~~wepaper--e£--gefteral--e±reuiat~on-pr±nted-and-ptt~i±ehed-±n 

sa±d-~ottnty,-tken-sueh-ftet±ee-mtt~t-be-pe~ted-by--tke--eounty 

elerk--er--eierk~r--ftt-i~8st-te-day~-before-the-date-~et-£e~ 

s~en-n~ftr±ng,-ift--t~ree--p~~i±e--piaee~--in--the--eottnty--er 
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eeun~±ee as p~ovided in [section 1). 

t~t--Se%d--noe%ee--s~aii--e±ther-eontain-a-eopy-o£-sa~d 

pet~t±on,-with-the-e±gnatures-omitted 1--or--a--eopy--e£--the 

reso~ution-o£-intent-passed-by-the-board-or-eoards-o£-eounty 

eomm%ss±oners--and--eha%%-state-the-time-and-piace-~~xed-£or 

hear±n1-the-eame-and-that-on-sueh-~earin~,-afty--taxpayer--o£ 

the--eounty--may--appea~--and--be--heard-in-e~pport-o£-or-in 

oppositiol'l-to-said-petitiol"'o" 

Section 6. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1} 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase 

of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery, 

apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess 

of $10,000 or for the construction of any building, road, or 

bridge for which must be paid a sum ln excess of $10,000 or 

for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, or 

bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $25,000 

shall be entered into by a county governing body without 

first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing 

the same. 

{2) The notice must be published ±n--eh~-o££±eia~ 

newspaper--o£--ene--ee~ney--ae--±ease--onee--a--wee~--£or--3 

eo"~eeae±~e---week~---be£ore--ehe--dd~@--fixed--th@rein--for 
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reeeiv±nq-bid~ as provided in {section 1). 

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.n 

Section 7. Section 7-6-2326, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-6-2326. Transfer of cash balance in fund at close 

of fiscal year. ( 1) After a public hearing, if the cash 

balance remaining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the 

sev~ral county funds except the school fund, exceeds the 

amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess may be 

transferred to other funds as the county commissioners 

consider to be in the best interest of the county. 

(2) Notice of the hearing must be given not-less-the~ 

39-doys-prior-te-tft@-fteo~~ftg-by-p~bl~eatio"-~n--a--newspap~r 

or--9enerat-eiretllatio~-~ft-tfte-co~nty-a"~-by-pest±nq-±n-£tve 

pHbl±e-piaeeso-The-netiee-m~3t-state--tne--~ateT--t~mer--an~ 

piaee--o£--the--h@arinq as provided in [section 1} and ~ 

state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds." 

Section 8. Section 7-6-2342, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-6-234 2. Procedure to make expenditures and incur 

liabilities in case of other emergencies. (1) In a public 

emergency other than those described in 7-6-2341 and which 

could not reasonably have been foreseen at the time of 

making the budget, the board of county commissioners, by 

unanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the 

time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had 

-a-
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reasonable notice), shall adopt and enter upon their minutes 

a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency 

and the estimated amount of money required to meet the 

emergency. 

{2) The board shall publish the resolution, together 

with a notice as provided in [section l] that a public 

hearing will be held on the resolution_ae-~he-t±me-enft-piaee 

de~i~"eted-in-~fte-no~±ee7-enee-in-the-o££te±ai-"ew~~aper--o£ 

~he--eoanty--and--if--there--±s-none,-ehen-±n-a-newspaper-of 

generai-eirca!at±on-in-the-eo~nty~-The-hea~inq--may--not--be 

%e~~-ehan-%-week-a£ter-the-date-~£-pttb~ieation. 

(3) Any taxpayer or re$ident of the county may appear 

at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure 

of money for the alleged emergency. 

(4) (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, if the 

comm1ssioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall 

make and enter upon their official minutes, by unanimous 

vote of all of the members of the board present at the 

meeting, an order setting forth the facts constituting the 

emergency, together with the amount of expenditure 

authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of 

subsection (4)(b), the order is lawful authorization for 

them to expend such amount, but no more, fer such purpose. 

(b) No expenditure may be made or liability incurred 

pursuant to the order until 5 days, exclusive of the day of 
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entry of the order, elapse." 

Section 9. 

"7-6-2605. 

Section 7-6-2605, MCA, is amended to 

Call for payment of warrants 

read: 

drawing 

interest. (1} When there is sufficient money to pay the 

warrants drawing interest, the treasurer must give notice ~ft 

~eme--ftewsp8per--p~b%ishea--in--his--eo~nty--orr--i~-ftone-%s 

pttb%i~hedr-then-by-wrt~~en-not%ee-po~ted-~pon-the-eottrtkott~e 

deor,-stoting-there~n as provided in [section 1] that he is 

ready to pay such warrants. 

(2) In advertising warrants under the provisions of 

this section in any newspaper, the treasurer must not 

publish the warrants in detail but give notice only that 

county warrants presented for payment prior to such date, 

stated in the notice are payable. When only a part of the 

warrants presented for payment on the same day are payable, 

the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the 

advertisement. 

{3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from the 

first publication or posting of such notice. 

(4} {a) If such warrants be not re-presented for 

payment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore 

provided for is given, the fund set aside for the payment of 

the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of 

unpaid warrants next in order of registry. 

(b) The board of county commissioners may, on 

-10-
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application and presentation of warrants, properly endorsed, 

which have been advertised, pass an order directing the 

treasurer to pay them out of any money in the treasury not 

otherwise appropriated." 

Section 10. Section 7-8-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-8-101. Authorization to transfer property between 

certain governmental entities. (1) A county, upon first 

passing a resolution of intent to do so and upon giving 

notice of such intent by publication o~ee-a-wee~-~or-3-weeks 

ift-a-ftewspaper-pdbi±shed-±n-s~eh-ei~yT-~ownT--or--eo~n~y--in 

whieh--%oea~ed as provided in [section 1), shall have power 

to sell or trade to any city, town, or political 

subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require, 

any property, however held or acquired, which is not 

necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an 

ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, or 

appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed according 

to law. Such transactions shall be made by resolution of the 

county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of 

the regular or special meetings. 

(2J A city or town, upon first passing a resolution of 

intent to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by 

publication once a week for J weeks in a newspaper published 

in such city or town or county in which located, shall have 

power to sell or trade to any county or political 
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subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require, 

any property, however held or acquired, which is not 

necessary for the conduct of the city or town business, 

without an ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, 

or appraisal. Proceeds, 

according to law. Such 

if any, shall be 

transactions shall 

distributed 

be made by 

resolution of the councils or commissions involved and 

entered in the minutes of the regular or special meetings. 

(3) (a) A county shall have power to trade with or 

purchase from any city, town, or political s~bdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

purchased. 

(b) A city or town shall have power to trade with or 

purchase from any county or political subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

purchased." 

Section 11. Section 7-8-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required 

for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or 

personal property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value 

in excess of $2,500, the sale shall be at public auction at 

the courthouse door after previous notice given by 

publication in-G-newspaper-p~bl~~hed--~n--sa~d--ee~ft~y~--~he 

no~±ee-sha%i-be-pabi~shed-enee-a-week-ror-•-sncee~st¥e-weeks 

and--pos~ed--~n-f~ve-pabi%e-piaees-in-~he-eeaftty as provided 

-12-
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in [section 1)." 

Section 12. Section 7-8-2216, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-B-2216. Sale of county property to school district. 

(1) The board of county commissioners shall have the power 

to sell directly to the school district, 

necessity of a public auction, any real 

without the 

or personal 

property, however acquired, belonging to the county and 

which is not necessary to the conduct of the county's 

business or the preservation of its property, for its 

appraised value, which shall represent a fair market value 

of such property. 

(2) If the property to be sold to the school district 

is reasonably of a value in excess of $2,500, notice of the 

sale shall be given by publication ~n-a-~ew~pape~-~a-~aie 

eo~~~y.--~he-ftet~ee-shai%-be-p~~±~~ft~d-onee--a--week--fer--~ 

~tteeess~ve--w~eks--end--pos~ed--±n-tive-~~bli~-p%eees-tn-~he 

eots:ntr as provided in [section 1]. 11 

Section 13. Section 7-8-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2302. Notice of sale of tax-deed lands. (1) 

T~irtr--days~--netiee Notice of the sale provided for in 

7-8-2301 shall be given by publication ~n--a--newspaper 

pr±nted-in-tfte-eo~ntyo-S~ch-netiee-~ftell-be-p~bliahed-onee-a 

wee~--for-3-conseetttive-wee~s as provided in [section 11 and 

shall also be posted in at least three public places in the 

county. 
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(2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the 

county clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands 

to be sold, the appraised value of the same, and the time 

and place of sale. The fair market value as determined 

under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale. 11 

Section 14. Section 7-8-2511, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The 

board shall make an order for public auction of any lands 

classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the front 

door of the county courthouse. 

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a 

notice tn-a-newepaper-p~h%ieheft-±n-the-ee~ftty--onee--a--wee~ 

ror--~--eoneeeutive--wee~s--preeeding-t~e-fta~e-fixed-fe~-~he 

saieo-~he-tirst-p~~%ieat±on-of-tfte-ne~ie~-sha%%-he-ma~e--fto~ 

mo~e--than--36--days--prier-to-the-~a±e-de~e.-i£-~he~e-ie-no 

newspaper-p~blished-ift-~h~-~o~ntyy-~he-no~iee-shall-be-~~ve" 

by-posting-cop±es-a~-three-ef-the-mo~t-pnbl±c-piaees-in--the 

eo~nty--at-Xeest-iO-days-b~t-not-more-than-39-days-preeedinq 

the-sale-date as provided in {section 1}. The notiees 

notice shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised 

value thereof. 

(3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised 

value of the land, as fixed by the board. The sale shall be 

for cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided 

at least 20% of the purchase price shall be paid in cash. 

-14-
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(4) The lessee, permittee, or licensee of any of the 

lands then subject to a lease, permit, or license shall have 

a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to 

that bid by the highest bidder at the sale." 

Section 15. Section 7-11-228, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-11-228_. Public hearings on proposed program 

notice. Notice of hearings shall be published onee-eae~-wee~ 

for-a~-lea~t-i-week~-preee~~n~-a-hear~~~,-±n--at--ieas~--ofte 

newspaper--o£--generai-e±re~iat±on-in-tfte-eo~n~yo-~he-notiee 

s"ail-state-the-t±me-and-plaee-o£-the-hearing as provided in 

[section 1]. 11 

Section 16. Section 7-12-2159, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-12-2159. Notice of resolution 

assessment of tax -- protest and hearing. 

for 

( 1) 

levy and 

A notice, 

signed by the county clerk and stating that the resolution 

levying a special assessment to defray the cast of making 

the improvements is on file in the office of the county 

clerk and is subject to inspection, shall be published s~ 

lease--eftee--±n--a--new~pa~er-pubi~shed-nee~e~t-to-whe~e-the 

speeia%-tmpro~emen~-ts-~o-be-made as provided in [section 

U· 
(2) The notice shall state the time at and place in 

which objections to the final adoption of the resolution 

will be heard by the board of county commissioners. The time 
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for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the second 

publication of the notice. 11 

Section 17. Section 7-13-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-145. Rearing and notice on tax 

operation and maintenance. (1) Not less than 30 

levy for 

days prior 

to the date of mak1ng the levy for operation and maintenance 

of the system, the county commissioners will hold a public 

hearing on the resolution. 

(2} Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of 

the hearing a~d-the-da~e-and--~taee--~hereof--w±ii ~ be 

given by the commissioners by publication in-a-new~~8pe~ 

pttbii~~ed-a~d-eireoia~ed-in-~he-eo~nty-wherein-the--dis~r~e~ 

i~--ioea~ed--onee--a--week--~or--3-eonseeo~ive-weekse-~he as 

provided in [section 1], and notice ~ha~~ must also be 

posted in three public places within the district.•• 

Section 18. Section 7-13-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

••7-13-208. Notice of resolutions of intention and 

concurrence -- hearing. (1) The commissioners must give 

notice of the passage of the resolution of intention and 

resolution of concurrence, if applicable, and a notice 

describing the general characteristics of the collection 

system and proposed fees to be charged for the service, 

designating the time and place where the commissioners will 

hear and pass upon protests made against the operation of 

the proposed district and stating that a description o-f the 
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boundaries for the proposed district is included in the 

resolution on file in the county clerk 1 s office. 

(2) The notice shall be published ift-the-ftevspaper 

pH81isfted-nea~est-~e-tfte-p%aee-vftere-~he--proposed--distr~et 

~s--to--be--ereated--tor--~9--eonsee~~ive--days--tn--a-Ssily 

new~paper-or-ift-two-~SSHes-o£-a-wee~iy-newspaper as provided 

in [section 1] and shall also be posted in three public 

places within the boundaries of the proposed district. 

(3) A copy of the notice shall be mailed hy 

first-e~ass-meii as provided in [section 2] to every person, 

firm, or corporation having real property within the 

proposed district listed upon the last completed assessment 

list for county taxes the same day the notice is first 

published." 

Section 19. Section 7-13-2304, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-13-2304. Notice of intention to levy tax. ( 1) When 

the written estimate of the amount of money required has 

been delivered to the board of county commissioners, said 

board shall give notice of its intention to levy and collect 

a tax sufficient for the payment thereof. 

(2) Such notice shall be given: 

(a) by posting notice thereof in five public places 

within the county and within the boundaries of the lands 

upon which the tax is to be levied~ 
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(b) by publishing a copy of the notice Oftee-eaeh-vee~ 

fer-i-eenseeueive-weeks-±n-a--newspaper--pubiisfted--±n--eaeh 

eennty--wfterein--ehe--dis~r±et--is--ieeated as provided in 

[section l]; and 

(c) by forwarding, by reg~iar--f±rs~-elass--ma±%--er 

reg±s~ered--cr--eert±Eied mail as provided in (section 21 at 

least 10 days prior to the hearing provided for in 

7-13-2306(4), a copy of the notice addressed to the owners 

and the purchasers under contracts for deed of taxable real 

property within the district as shown by the current 

assessment book on file in the office of the assessor of the 

county or counties the boundaries of which include taxable 

real property of the district." 

Section 20. Section 7-13-2345, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

11 7-13-2345.. Hearing and notice on petition to exclude 

land. (1) Upon the filing of such petition with the 

secretary of the district, he shall call a meeting of the 

board of directors of the district at a time not less than 

25 days or more than 50 days after the filing of the 

petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition 

to be published onee-eaeh-wee~-ror-~-con~ee~t±•e-weeks-irt--a 

rtew~pape~-or-qenera±-e±re~lat±on-p~e±±~~ed-±n-eaeh-eotlnty-±n 

wh±e~--the--distriet-i~-~±tttete~ as provided in [section !l· 
Such notice shall also state the date of the filing of such 
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petition and that the same will come on for hearing before 

the board of directors of the district an~-~~8%%--state--the 

time-o£-the-hearing-8nd-the-piaee-thereef. 

{2) Any landowner or taxpayer within the district 

shall have the right to appear at said hearing, either in 

behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition. 

Said petition shall come on for hearing before the board of 

directors of the district at the time and place specified in 

the notice of hearing. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), the 

place of the hearing shall be the regular meeting place of 

the board of directors of the district. 

(b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more 

convenient meeting place within the district.'' 

Section 21. Section 7-14-2706, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-14-2706. Notice of meeting. tit The county clerk 

shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of 

the meeting and shall cause a notice thereof to be p~±nted 

±n--~fte--newspape~ published nearee~-to-the-viein±~y-e£-the 

roado--~he-not±ee-shaii-be-p~b!ished-for-3-eonsee~t±ve-week~ 

p~io~-to-the-t±me-of-the-meet±~g as provided in (section 1}. 

tZt The notice shall state ~he-time-8~d-p%aee--of--the 

meetin9--8nd in general terms the kind of construction or 

improvement sought and the place of beginning, intermediate 
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points, and termination.•• 

Section 22. Section 7-14-2739, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

11 7-14-2739. Notice of preparation of assessment roll. 

As soon as the assessment roll is reported and filed, the 

board shall publish notice for-3-eoneee~t±ve--week~--±n--the 

newepape~s--±n--wh~eh-~ot~ee-o£-inv~~stien~-for-b±d~-fe~-~he 

ee~t~aet-was-p~b%~ehed as provided in [section 1}. The 

notice shall notify all persons interested that the 

assessment roll has been filed and require them to appear at 

the office of the board at the county seat at a time not 

less than 15 days from the date of the last publication of 

the notice to make objections.•' 

Section 23. Section 7-14-4630, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-14-4630. Notice for bids to lease parking facility. 

(1) The notice required by 7-14-4629(1) shall consist of the 

publication of a notice as provided in [section 1] inviting 

bids7-wieh-two-or-more-inse~t±ons-~heree£T-not-iess--~han--5 

days--apa~t,--in--a-newepaper-o£-gene~al-eire~iation-printed 

and--p~bi±~hed--in--s~eh--e±~y--o~--eity--and--eoan~y.---~he 

pubi±eaeien--~ha%1--be-eemmeneed-no~-±e~s-~han-%5-days-p~ior 

eo-the-date-~e~-in-the-not*ee-for-the-opening--o£--bids.--f£ 

ehere--be--no--new~paper--of--genera%-e±re~iatien-printed-o~ 

pttb%ished-~herein,-notiee-shaii-be-g±ven-by--pe~t±n9--cepte~ 
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e£-said-ne~~ee-in•t~inq-bids-in-a~-~eas~-~ftree-pttb±±e-places 

in--~he--eity-er-eity-and-ee~nty-not-iess-than-i5-days-~r±e~ 

te-~he-date-see-in-the-netiee-£er-tfte-open±n~-e£-b±ds. 

(2} Such notice shall distinctly and specifically 

describe the project and the facilities in connection 

therewith which are to be leased, the period of time for 

which said project is to be leased, and the minimum rental 

to be paid under such lease ... 

Section 24. Section 7-15-2103, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition. The notice 

required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county•s expense 

by publishing a notice at-ieast-l6-days-preeed±n~-~he-d8y-on 

wh±e~-the-he8ring-±~-to-be-he±er-±n--a--ftew~paper--heviftq--a 

qenera±--etreHiat±oft--ift--~he-eoHnty-e~,-tr-there-~e-no-stteh 

new~peperr-by-po~t±nq-stteh-a-not±ee-in-at-le8se-three-pttbiie 

p±eees-w±th±n-the-eo~nty-at-~ea~e-l9-day~-preeedin9-the--day 

on--wh±eh--~he-hear±ng-±s-~e-~e-held as provided in {section 

!_1 ... 

Section 25. Section 7-16-2324, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-16-2324. Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park 

lands. (1) For the purposes of this section and part 25 of 

chapter 8, lands dedicated to the public use for park or 

playground purposes under 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 or a similar 
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statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically 

conveying land to a governmental unit other than a county 

are considered county lands. 

(2) A county may not sell, lease, or exchange lands 

dedicated for park or playgcound purposes except as provided 

under this section and part 25 of chapter 8. 

(3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any 

county land dedicated to public use for park or playground 

purposes, a county shall: 

Ia} compile an inventory of all public parks and 

playgrounds within the county; 

(b) prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of 

outdoor recreation and open space within the county: 

(c) determine that the proposed sale, lease, or 

exchange furthers or is consistent with the county's outdoor 

recreation and open space comprehensive plan~ 

(d) publish notice as provided in [section l] of 

intention to sell, lease, or dispose of such lands, giving 

the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding 

such action; 

{e) if the land is within an incorporated city or 

town, secure the approval of the governing body thereof for 

the action; and 

(f) comply with any other applicable requirements 

under part 25 of chapter 8. 
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(4) Any revenue realized by a county from the sale, 

exchange, or disposal of lands dedicated to public use for 

park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund 

and used in the manner prescribed in 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 

for cash received in lieu of dedication." 

Section 26. Section 7-21-3422, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-21-3422. Notice of intention to create fair 

district -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to 

create a fair district shall be published ~n-two-reg~iar 

weekly-i~~tte~-er-8-newspaper-ift-ehe--eottneyT--~ete±n9--€orth 

the-ftate-on-whie~ as provided in [section 1], stating that a 

hearing shall be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and 

residents of the county and at-whieh--time that objections 

will be heard." 

Section 27. Section 7-22-2212, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for 

the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the 

hearing in the following manner: 

(1} notice is to be sent by certified mail to each 

owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known 

address as shown in the county records; 

(2) notice is to be posted in at least three public 

places within the proposed district; and 
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(3) notice is to be published ±n-a~-reae~-two-±s~Hes 

of-a--ftew~paper--o£--~efte~ar--e±rea%at±on--~n--the--~roposed 

dis~riee,--w±eh-8t-%east-1-days-be~weea-p~b%±estionr-and-the 

first-pHbi±eat±oft-mttst--be--at--±eest--%9--days--be£ore--the 

hearinq-date as provided in [section 1].'' 

Section 28. Section 7-22-2446, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-22-2446. Hearing on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of a petition for dissolution, the 

board of county commissioners shall set a time for hearing 

the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be mailed as 

provided in (section 2] to all nonresident property owners 

and purchasers under contracts for deed within the district 

whose addresses are known, to be posted in at least three 

public places within the district, and to be published a~ 

iea~e-onee-~n-the-of£~e~a%-ftewspaper-oE-the-eo~ney-p~b%%shed 

irt-ehe-d±~e~±et 1-ehe-~ostirt~-and-pttbiiea~±on-ee-be-at--%east 

%9--days--berere-~he-daee-o£-hear~ng as provided in {section 

!l· Whenever the district is partly in one county and 

partly in another county, notice must be posted in each 

county, but posting need not be in three places in each 

county, and notice must be published in the--o££%e~~% 

newspape~-e£ each county." 

Section 29. Section 7-33-2102, M.CA, is amended to 

read: 
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"7-33-2102. Notice of hearing. The board shall, within 

10 days after the receipt of the petition, give notice of 

the hearing thereof at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 

{1) by mailing a copy of the notice by-ri~se-e±ass 

me~i as provided in [section 21 to each freeholder in the 

district at the address shown in the assessment roll; 

{2) by causing notices of the time and place of such 

hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public 

places within the area proposed to be established as a fire 

district; and 

(3) by publishing the notice at-iea~t-onee,--not--less 

than--±9--er--more--the"--~e--eays--~rier-to-t~e-t±me-e£-the 

heer±n9T-in-a-newspeper-re9tt~ar±y-p~blished-in-the-eonnty-in 

which-~tteh-p~opo~ed-di~~riet--±~--~±ttlated as provided in 

{section 1}.'' 

Section 30. Section 7-34-2153, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-34-2153. Hearing on petition for annexation 

notice. ( 1) At the first regular meeting after the 

presentation of said petition, said board of county 

commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

publi~hed i~-~wo-~~eee~~±~e-±~~~es-o£-a-new~~aper--pttbl±5hed 

i~--the--eonnty as provided in (section l] prior to the date 

fixed by said board Ear the hearing of said petition, which 

date shall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such 
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petition. 

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any additional area or territory in said 

district." 

Section 31. Section 7-34-2157, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-34-2157. Hearing on petition for withdrawal 

notice. (1) The board of county commissioners shall, upon 

the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more than 

4 weeks after the receipt thereof. 

(2) Any interested person may appear at said hearing 

and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion 

from said district. 

(3} The board shall;--at--~e8~t-i-week~-pr±or-~o-~he 

time-so-f±~edr publish a notice of such hearing ±ft--two 

sueee~5i~e--±ssae~-o£-a-~ewspaper-ptt~%i~ne~-in-the-eOttftty as 

provided in [section l}.'' 

Section 32. Section 7-34-2162, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

1'7-34-2162. Hearing on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of such petition, the board of 

county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same 
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and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least 

three separate public places within said district for at 

least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The notice shall also be 

published fer-ee-ieast-two-s~eee~~~ve-±ssttes-in-a--ftewspaper 

~ttb%±shed-ift-e~e-eettftty-~rior-ee-s~eh-hear±nq as provided in 

[section 1]." 

Section 33. Section 7-35-2102, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-35-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district. 

(l) The board of county commissioners shall cause notice to 

be given of the time and place of said hearing by 

publication as preser±bed-by-iaw-for-nee-leee-t~a"--~--weeks 

pr±or--~o--ehe-t±me-o£-eaid-hear~ng provided in [section 1]. 

{2) Said notice shall state that any person residing 

in or owning property within said proposed district or 

within any ~xisting cemetery district, any part of the 

territory of which is described in said petition, may appear 

before said board at the hearing and show cause why the 

district should not be created or the proposed boundaries 

changed.'' 

Section 34. Section 7-35-2115, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of 

boundaries. (1} At the first regular meeting after the 

presentation of said petition, said board of county 
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commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

published aeee~d±ftg-te-±aw-£or-~-veek~-p~±er-to-the-date--eo 

be--£±xed--by-eairl-boe~d-£or-the-hea~iftq-or-ea±d-pet±t±oft as 

provided in (section 1]. 

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any p~operty in said district. 

(3} Said board shall have the power, by order entered 

on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in 

part and to alter the boundaries of said public cemetery 

district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said 

territory described in said petition as will be benefited 

thereby.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 35. Codification instC"uction. 

Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an integral 

part of Title 7, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to 

sections 1 and 2. 

NEW SECTION. Section 36. Severability. If a part of 

this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains 

in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

the invalid applications. 

-End-
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 40. Codification instruction. 

2 Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an integral 

3 part of Title 7, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to 

4 sections 1 and 2. 

NEW SECTION. Section 41. Severability. If a part of 

6 this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

7 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

8 invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains 

9 in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

10 the invalid applications. 

-End-

-33- sa cJo 
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and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion 

from said district. 

(3) The board shall,-at-~ea~t-~--we@ks--prior--te--the 

t~m~--so--rixed, publish a notice of such hearing tn-two 

Stleees~ive-±~stte~-~f-a-newspaper-p~bi±~hed-±n-the-eo~nty as 

provided in [section 1)." 

Section 37. Section 7-34-2162, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-34-2162. Hearing on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of such petition, the board of 

county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same 

and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least 

three separate public places within said district for at 

least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The notice shall also be 

published £or-a~-±ea~t-twe-~~eee~eive-±s~~e~-±n-a-newspeper 

ptibi±~hed-±n-~he-eottn~y-p~tor-te-~~eh-~eer±ng as provided in 

[section l)." 

Section 38. Section 7-35-2102, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

{ l) 

be 

''7-35-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district. 

The board of county commlssioners shall cause notice to 

given of the time and place of said hearing by 

publication as pre~e~~eed-by-~ew-for-not-~e~~-~han-%-weeks 

prto~-to-the-~~me-er-~aid-~ear±ng provided in [section 1). 

(2} Said notice shall state that any person residing 
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in or owning property within said proposed district or 

within any existing cemetery district, any part of the 

territory of which is described in said pecition, may appear 

before said board at the hearing and show cause why the 

district should not be created or the proposed boundaries 

changed." 

Section 39. Section 7-35-2115, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

11 7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of 

boundaries. ( l) At 

presentation of 

the first regular meeting after the 

said petition, said board of county 

commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

published aeeo~d~ng-to-~aw-fo~-i-week~-prio~-~o-the-date-to 

be-£%xed-by-~e±d-board-fer-e~e-near±n9-o£-sa±d--pe~%t±on as 

provided in [section 1]. 

{2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any property in said district. 

(3} Said board shall have the power, by order entered 

on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in 

part and to alter the boundaries of said public cemetery 

district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said 

territory described in said petition as will be benefited 

thereby ... 
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hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public 

places within the area proposed to be established as a fire 

district; and 

13) by publishing the notice ~t-±ea~~-once,--~ee--±es~ 

than--19--or--mere--~haft--%6--dey~--pr±or-te-e~e-time-o£-the 

hearinqr-~n-a-newspa~e~-reg~iariy-pttO±ished-±n-the-cott~ty-±n 

wh±ch-s~eh-proposed-d±~tr±et--is--eitttated as provided in 

[section 1].~ 

SECTION 34. SECTION 7-34-2107, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

"7-34-2107. 

hearing required 

Notice of hearing. fit 

by 7-34-2106 shall 

A 

be 

notice of the 

published i-n-a 

new~~aper-hav±n~-9enera±-ciretti~t±on-±n-the-terr±eo~y-w±th±n 

the-bottnd~r±es-o£-the-proposed-hosp±ta±-d±str±et--onee--eaeh 

week--£or--at--±east--2-weeks,-the-~a~t-~tl~t~ea~±on-to-be-at 

ieast-~-wee~~-befor~-the-hear~nq7-f~-there-±s--~o--n~wspa~er 

ho~inq--qenera±--cireMiat±on--w±th±n--the--botlnd~r±es-of-the 

propo3ed-hos~±ta~-d±3tr~et,-the-notiee-of-hear±n9--~ha%%--~e 

po3ted-in-at-~ea~e-~hree-ptt0~±~-plaee~-w±th±n-the-bo~ndar±es 

oE-~he-prope~ed-d±str±et-~or-%-wee~~-be~ore-the-near~n9• 

trt--The--noe±ee-3hal±-~tate-the-t±me,-da~e,-piaee,-and 

pttrpo~e-of-the--hear±ng,--de~er±be--the--beundar±e~--of--~he 

propo~ed--hosp±ta±--d±str±ee,--and--~tate--thet--any--per~on 

restdi~9-±n-or-own±n9-property-w±t"~n-~he-propo~ed--no~p~tai 

distr~ee--may--appear--~n-stlpport-of-or-±n-oppo3ition-eo-~he 
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peti-t±on-at-st~eh-hearil'l9 as provided in [section 1]." 

Section 35. Section 7-34-2153, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-34-2153. Hearing on petition for annexation 

notice. ( 1) At the first regular meeting after 

said board of 

the 

county 

to be 

presentation of said petition, 

commissioners shall cause notice of said petition 

published ~n-two-s~eeess±~~-~~~~e~-~r-~-l'lewspaper-pab±ished 

~ft-th~-eo~"tr as provided in [section 1] prior to the date 

fixed by said board for the hearing of said petition, which 

date shall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such 

petition. 

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any additional area or territory in said 

district." 

Section 36. Section 7-34-2157, MCA, lS amended to 

read: 

''7-34-2157. Hearing on petition for withdrawal 

notice. ( 1) The board of county corrunissioners shall, upon 

the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more than 

weeks after the receipL thereof. 

(2) Any interested person may appear at said hearing 
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SECTION 31. SECTION 7-22-2406, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

''7-22-2406. Notice of hearing on petition to create 

district. (l} f£-add~es5e~-a~e-~nown,-~he The commissioners 

shall cause notice of the hearing provided for in 7-22-2403 

to be mailed as provided i~ [section 2] to each nonresident 

owner and purchaser under contract for deed of taxable real 

and personal property within the proposed district. 

(2) The commissioners shall cause notice to be posted 

in three public places within the district. Whenever the 

district is partly in one county and partly in another 

county, notice must be posted in each county but posting 

need not be in three places in each county. 

{3) The commissioners shall also cause notice to be 

given of the time and place of the hearing and the methods 

of objection by publication ±~-~-new~paper-wieh±n-or-neere~t 

~o-~he-di~trie~-andt as provided in [section 1], in each 

county if the district is partly in one county and partly in 

another county,~ ~n--a--new~paper--t~-eaeh-eountyr-tf-~~eh 

newspaper-ex±~ts~-Tne-pa0%±eat~on-mtl~t--be--£or--two--wee~%y 

i~stte~• 

t4t--Post±n9-and-~ir~t-pub%±eet±on-~ha~~-o~-Bt-i~ast-i8 

rlays-b~fore-tne-hear1:n9-;-" 

Section 32. Section 7-22-2446, MCA, is amended to 

read: 
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''7-22-2446. Hearing on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the tiling uf a petition for dissolutton, ~~e 

board of county commissioners shall set a tlrne tor hearing 

the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be mailed as 

provided in [section 21 to all nonresident property owners 

and purchasers under contracts for deed within the district 

whose addresses are known, to be posted in at least three 

public places within the district, and to be published ae 

±ea~t-o"ee-~ft-tft~-o~~~e±at-new~paper-of-t~e-eo~nty-pttb!±~hea 

ift-eh@-distr±e~,-~he-pe~~~"9-a"d-ptlblieatien-to-be-at--Zea~t 

%6--day~--beEore-~he-date-o£-heering as provided in [section 

!]_. Whenever the district 1s partly in one county and 

partly in another county, notice must be posted in each 

county, but posting need not be in three places in each 

county, and notice must be published in the--e££1:e±e~ 

rt.ewspeper-o£ each county.'' 

Section 33. Section 7-33-2102, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-33-2102. Notice of hearing. The board shall, within 

10 days after the receipt of the petition, give notice of 

the hearing thereof at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 

(1) by mailing a copy of the notice by-€±~~t-e%a~~ 

ma±± as provided in [section 2] to each freeholder in the 

district at the address shown in the assessment roll; 

(2) by causing notices of the time and place of sue~ 
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under this section and part 25 of chapter a. 

(3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any 

county land dedicated to public use for park or playground 

purposes, a county shall: 

(a) compile an inventory of all public parks and 

playgrounds within the county; 

(b) prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of 

outdoor recreation and open space within the county; 

(c) determine that the proposed sale, lease, or 

exchange furthers or is consistent with the county's outdoor 

recreation and open space comprehensive plan; 

(d) publish notice as provided in [section 11 of 

intention to sell, lease, or dispose of such lands, giving 

the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding 

such actioni 

(e) if the land is within an incorpo~ated city or 

town, secure the approval of the governing body the~eof for 

the action; and 

(f) comply with any other applicable requ~~ements 

under part 25 of chapter 8. 

{4) Any revenue realized by a county from the sale, 

exchange, or disposal of lands dedicated to public use for 

park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund 

and used in the manner prescribed in 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 

for cash received in lieu of dedication.'' 

-25- SB 130 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

lJ 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0130/02 

Section 29. Section 7-21-3422, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-21-3422. Notice of intention to create fai~ 

dist~ict -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to 

create a fair district shall be published ±n--~ve--regtti~~ 

w~e~%y--±ssu~s--of--a-ftewspape~-~ft-the-eouney,-sett±ftg-forth 

t~e-date-oft-wh~eh as provided in [section 1], stating that a 

hearing shall be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and 

~esidents of the county and at-wh~eh-time that objections 

will be heard.n 

Section 30. Section 7-22-2212, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date fo~ 

the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the 

hearing in the following manner: 

{l) notice is to be sent by certified mail to each 

owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known 

address as shown in the county records; 

(2) notice is to be posted in at least three public 

places within the proposed district; and 

(3) notice is to be published ±n-at-iea~t--two--±~~tl~~ 

o£--e--n~w~pep~r--of--9ene~a±--eire~iat~on--~n--the-p~opo~ed 

d~~tr±et,-wit~-at-±eas~-~-day~-h~tw~en-ptlhi+eationy-and--tke 

Etr~~--p~b±ieation--mtlst--be--et--*eo~t--19--dey~-befo~e-~~e 

hee:f'±r"~g-dBte ~rovided in [section 1]." 
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board shall publish notice £o~-3-ee"sec~t±~e-wee~~-~~-t~e 

newspaper~-±n-w~te~-net±ee-of-±n~±tatien~-to~-b±ds--for-·-tne 

eontr~et--wa~--ptlbi±~hed 

notice shall notify all 

as provided in [section 1]. The 

persons interesced that the 

assessment roll has been filed and require them to appear at 

the office of the board at the county seat at a time noL 

less than 15 days from the date of the last publication of 

the notice to make objections." 

Section 26. Section 7-14-4630, MCA, 1s amended to 

read: 

''7-14-4630. Notice for bids to lease parking facility. 

(1) The notice required by 7-14-4629(1) shall consist of the 

publicat1on of a notice as provided in [section 1] inviting 

bids,--w±th--two-er-more-in~ert±en~-the~eo~,-not-ies~-th~n-5 

days-apart,-in-a-newspape~-o£--~enera±--cireni~t±on--pr±nte~ 

ane---ptlhl±shed--±n--s~eh--city--or--e±ty--and--eotlnty7--The 

pttbiic8tion-sha±i-be-commeneed-no~-ie~~-than-lS--day~--pr±er 

to--the--date--set-in-the-net±ee-£or-the-open±n~-o£-b±d~7-Tf 

there-be-ne-newspaper--~f--qenera±--e±rett±at~on--prin~ed--or 

ptlbii~hed--there±n,--noeice-~hai±-be-~±ven-by-~oscing-eop±e~ 

o£-~a±d-not±ee-±nv±tin9-b±d~-±n-at-~ea~c-three-pttb±±e-p~aees 

in-the-e±ty-or-eity-and-eottnty-not-±e~~-t"an-±5--day~--pr±or 

to-the-date-set-±n-the-not±ee-£or-the-ope~±n9-of-b±ds. 

{2) Such notice shall distinctly and specifically 

describe the project and the facilities 1n connection 
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therewith which are to be leased, the period of time for 

which ~aid project is to be leased, and the ~1n1mum rental 

to be paid under such lease." 

Section 27. Section 7-15-2103. MCA, :s amended to 

read: 

''7-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition. The notice 

required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county's expense 

by publishing a notice at-ieft~~-~8-dBy~-preeeding-~he-day-on 

w~~e~--~he--hear±ng--±~--~o-e~-h~lrl,-in-a-new~paper-h~~~ng-e 

~enerai-e±rett~at~on-~n-the-eounty-orr-~€-~here--be--no--~~eh 

new~p~per,-by-po~ting-~tteh-a-noe±ee-±n-Bt-lea~t-three-pttbi±e 

p±eees--within-the-eettnty-et-l~a~t-±6-day~-preee~~ng-the-day 

on-wh±ch-the-hear±nq-~~-te-be-he%0 as provided 1n [section 

l 1." 

Section 28. Section 7-16-2324, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-16-2324. Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park 

lands. (l) For the purposes of this section and part 25 of 

chapter 8, lands dedicated to the public use for pdr~ or 

playground purposes under 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 or a similar 

statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically 

conveying land to a governmental unit other chan a county 

are considered county lands. 

(2) A county may not sell, lease, or exchange lands 

dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided 
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n~wspa~er-of-9en~~e%-e±re~ra~ion-ptte%~shed-in-~seh-eottnty-±n 

wh~e~--the--d~str~et-±~-3±ttteted as provided in [section lj. 

Such notice shall also state the date of the filing of such 

petition and that the same will come on for hearing before 

the board of directors of the district and-s~a%%--~tate--the 

t±me-o£-the-heer±n9-and-the-p%eee-thereef. 

(2) Any landowner or taxpayer within the district 

shall have the right to appear at said hearing, either in 

behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition. 

Said petition shall come on for hearing before the board of 

directors of the district at the time and place specified in 

the notice of hearing. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), the 

place of the hearing shall be the regular meeting place of 

the board of directors of the district. 

{b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more 

convenient meeting place within the district.'' 

SECTION 23. _SECTION 7-13-2506, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

''7-13-2506. Notice of petition and hearing. Upon 

receipt of a duly certified petition, the hoard of county 

commissioners shall cause the text of the petition to be 

published onee-a-wee~-for-at-lea~t-3-~on~e~ttti~~-week3-±~-a 

new~paper-of-qenera±-e±retl±a~±on-w±t~±n-the-eottnty-where-~he 

petr~±on-±~-pre~en~ed as provided in [section lj. a any 
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portion of the proposed district lies in another county, the 

petition and notice shall likewise be published in that 

county. No more than five names attached to the petition 

shall appear in the publication and notice, but the number 

of signatures shall be stated. Wi~h-~he-p~e~±eaeion-of--the 

pet%t~o~,--th~re--shail-be-p~e%ished-a-notiee-of-~he-~±me-of 

the-meeti~~-o£-the-cottnty-eommi~sioner5--wh~~--the--~et±t±on 

w±%%--be-eonsidered,-stating-that-a~i-perso~3-±nterested-moy 

appear-and-be-t\ee:rdo" 

Section 24. Section 7-14-2706, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-14-2706. Notice of meeting. t±t The county clerk 

shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of 

the meeting and shall cause a notice thereof to be ~rinted 

~n-~he-newspap~r published near~st-to-tne--~ie±n±ty--of--the 

roado--~he-not±ee-shai~-be-p~bi±shed-for-3-eonseetlt±~e-week~ 

prior-to-the-~±me-of-~he-meet±n~ as provided in [section 1}. 

t~t The notice shall state the-t±me-e:nd-p±a~e-~~-the 

meetin9-and in general cerms the kind of construccion or 

improvement sought and the place of beginning, ~ntermediate 

points, and termination.'' 

Section 25. Section 7-14-2739, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-14-2739. Notice of preparacion of assessment roll. 

As soon as the assessment roll is reported and filed, the 
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(1) The text of the petition referred to in 7-13-2204 shall 

be published onee--e~eh--w~ek-£~~-r-eon~~e~tive-wee~~-%n-~ 

new~p8per-pr±~te~-an0-p~bli~hed as provided in [section 1] 

in every county in which said territory lies,-to9ethe~-with 

8-no~ice-stat±ng-the-t±me-o£-the-meetin~-at-wh±eh-same--w±±± 

be-presented. 

(2) ~he--first--p~b~±e8t±on--~h4ii-be-at-±east-~-weeks 

before-the-t~me-at-wh±eh-the-pet±tion-±s--to--be--p~esented~ 

When contained upon more than one instrument, one copy only 

of such petition need be published. No more than five of the 

names attached to said petition need appear in such 

publication of said petition and notice, but the number of 

signers shall be stated. 

t3t--W±~ft-~~eh-ptlbliee~io~-there-~~etr-~~--p~biieh~d--e 

~e~±ee--o£--~he--time--o£-the-meet±ftg-o£-the-~eerd-when-s~ch 

petitien-will-be-eefteidered-e~d-~hat-eil-per~one--interee~ed 

t:h:ereift-me:y-thet~.-appeer-end-~e-heardo" 

Section 21. Section 7-13-2304, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-13-2304. Notice of intention to levy tax. ( 1) When 

the written estimate of the amount of money required has 

been delivered to the board of county commissioners, said 

board shall give notice of its intention to levy and collect 

a tax sufficient for the payment thereof. 

(2) Such notice shall be given: 
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(a) by posting notlce the~eof in five public places 

within the ccuncy and within the bounddries of the lands 

upon which the tax is to be levied: 

(b) by publishing a copy of the not:ce ence-eaeh-wee~ 

fe~-Z-eon~~etlti~e-wee~~-±n-a--"@w~paper--ptlO~~~"eO--±n--eae" 

eo~nty--w"ere~ft--~"e--Oi~~r±et--is--~oee~ed as provided 1n 

[s~ction 1]; and 

(c) by fo~warding, by re9uiar--e±~~t-e±a~~--mai!--or 

re9±~tere~--or--eerti£±ed mail as provided in [section 2] at 

least 10 days prior to the hearing provided for in 

7-13-2306(4), a copy of the notice addressed to the owners 

and the purchasers under contracts for deed of taxable real 

property within the district as shown by the current 

assessment book on file in the office of the assessor of the 

county or counties the boundaries of which include taxable 

real property of the district.'' 

Section 22. Section 7-13-2345, MCA, lS amended to 

read: 

''7-13-2345. Hearing and notice on pet1t1on to exc~~de 

land. (l) Upon the filing of such petltion 'oolith the 

secretary of the district, he shall call a meeting of the 

board of directors of the district at a time not less than 

25 days or more than 50 days after the filing of the 

petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition 

to be published enee-eaeh-week-Eor-r-eoneeetltiv@-weeks-±n--a 
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the improvements is on file in the office of the county 

clerk Qnd is subject to ~nspection, shall be published at 

iee~e-e"ee-in-a-~ew~peper-pttb±±~hed--~e~re~t--to--w"ere--the 

spee~a~--~mprovement--~s--~o-be-made as provided in [section 

li· 
(2) The notice shall state the time at and place in 

which objections to the final adoption of the resolution 

will be heard by the board of county commissioners. The time 

for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the second 

publication of the notice. 1
' 

section 18. Section 7-13-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-13-145. Hearing and notice on tax levy for 

operation and maintenance. (1) Not less than 30 days prior 

to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance 

of the system, the county commissioners will hold a public 

hearing on the resolution. 

(2} Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of 

the hear1ng a"d--~he--date--e"d-pieee-thereo£-w~i% must be 

given by the commissioners by publication ±n--a--new~paper 

p~bi±~hed--and-eiretliated-±n-the-eotlnty-where1n-the-d~~er±ee 

±~-loeeted-onee-e-week--€o~--~--eon~eetlt±~e--wee~s~--Phe as 

provided in [section 1], and notice ~h.e:%1 ~ also be 

posted in three public places within the district." 

Section 19. Section 7-13-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-208. Notice of resolutions of intention and 
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concurrence hearing. ( 1) The commissioners must give 

resolution of intention and notice uf the passage of the 

resolution of concurrence, if applicable, and a notice 

describing the general characteristics of the collection 

system and proposed fees to be charged for the service, 

designating the time and place where the commissioners will 

hear and pass upon protests made against the operation of 

the proposed district and stating that a description of the 

boundaries for the proposed district is included in the 

resolution on file in the county clerk's office. 

(2) The notice shall be published ±n--eh~--"~wsp8per 

pHbi~shed--neare~~--to-th~-p%eee-where-ehe-proposed-d~~trie~ 

i~-te--be--created--£or--l9--eensec~tiv~--d.e:ys--i"--a--daily 

newspap~r-or-in-twe-±~~tte~-o£-a-weekiy-ne~spaper as provided 

in [section l) and shall also be posted in three public 

places within the boundaries of the proposed district. 

(3) A copy of the notice shall be mailed by 

fir~t-etes~-ma~± as provided in {section 2] to every person, 

firm, or corporatron naving real proper~y within the 

proposed district listed upon the last completed assessment 

list for county taxes the same day the notice is first 

published.'' 

SECTION 20. SECTION 7-13-2205, MCA, IS AMENDED ~0 

READ: 

"7-13-2205. Notice of petition -- hearing required. 
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at least 20% of the purchase price shall be paid in cash. 

(4) The lessee, permittee, or l1censee of any of the 

lands then subject to a lease, permit, or license shall have 

a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to 

that bid by the highest bidder at the sale.'' 

Section 15. Section 7-ll-22B, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-11-228. Public hearings on proposed program 

notice. Notice of hearings shall be published one~-eae~-wee~ 

for--s~--!east--Z-wee~~-p~eeed~"q-a-hear±nq,-±n-at-±east-one 

new~paper-o£-ge"erar-e~~etllet~on-±n-the-eo~n~y.--~he--notiee 

shall-~tate-the-t~me-and-piaee-of-the-hear±nq as provided in 

[section l)." 

SECTION 16. SECTION 7-12-2105, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

''7-12-2105. Notice of resolution of intention to 

create district hearing. {l) Upon having passed the 

resolution of intention pursuant to 7-12-2103, the board of 

county commissioners must 9~~~ publish notice of the passage 

of such resolution of intent1on as provided in lsection l]. 

(2} ~~e-no~±ee-m~~t-be-pttb~i~~~d--fo~--±6--eon~eettt~~e 

~8y~--~n--a--da~±y--new~p8per--o~--~n-two-±~~ae~-o£-a-wee~~y 

new~paper--pabri~~ee--~eare~t--to--the--p~eee---wnere---stl~h 

±mpro~ement--d~~tr~~t-~s-to-be-ereetedo The board shall also 

cause a copy of such notice to be posted in three public 

places within the boundaries of such special improvement 
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district. A copy of such notice shall be mailed ~?_~-9_~_?_ 

in [section 2] to every person, firm, or corporatlon or the 

agent of such person, firm, or corporation own1ng real 

property Wlthin the proposed district listed in his name 

upon the last completed assessment roll for state, county, 

and school district taxesr--at--"±~--iast--known-~taee-~~ 

~esid~ne~,-~pon-t~e-~~me-d8y-sHeh-no~iee-i~-~~~st--~~bl~~hed 

or-postee. 

(3) Such notice must describe the general character ot 

the improvement or improvements so proposed to be made or 

acquired by purchase, state the estimated cost thereof, and 

designate the time when and the place where the board will 

hear and pass upon all protests that may be made aga1nst the 

making or maintenance of such improvements or the creation 

of such district. The notice shall refer to the resolution 

on file in the office of the county clerk for the 

description of the boundaries. IE the proposal is for the 

purchase of an existing improvement, the notice shall state 

the exact purchase price of such existing improvement." 

Section 17. Sect ion 7-12-2159, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

'
1 7-12-2159. Notice of resolution for levy and 

assessment of tax protest and hearing. (l) A notice, 

signed by the county clerk and stating that the resolution 

levying a special assessment to defray the cost of maK1ng 
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~"d-pos~e8-ift-f~•e-pttbiie-p%a~es-in-the-eo~nty as provided 

in [section 1].'' 

Section 12. Section 7-B-2216, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-8-2216. Sale of county property to school district. 

(1) The board of county commissioners shall have the power 

to sell directly to the school district, without the 

necessity of a public auction, any real or personal 

property, however acquired, belonging to the county and 

which is not necessary to the conduct of the county's 

business or the preservation of its property, for its 

appraised value, which shall represent a fair market value 

of such property. 

(2} If the property to be sold to the school district 

is reasonably of a value in excess of $2,500, notice of the 

sale shall be given by publication ±n-e--new~p~per--+n--~a±d 

eott"tyo---~h~--noe~ee--~haii--be-p~bi±she~-onee-e-wee~-~o~-4 

~tteee~~±~e-wee~~-end-po~~ed-~n-~i~e--p~bl±e--p~aee~--±n--t~e 

eotlnty as provided in [section 1].'' 

Section 13. Section 7-8-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-8-2302. Notice of 

~h±r~y-day~~-notiee Notice 

7-8-2301 shall be given 

sale of tax-deed lands. (1) 

of the sale provided for 1n 

by publication ±n--a-new~paper 

printed-~n-the-eo~nty~-Stle~-no~±ce-~heii-be-~~b±±~hed-onee-a 

wee~-£or-3-eon~eetlti~e-weeks ~s provided in [section 1] and 

shall ~ be posted in at least three public places in ~he 
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county. 

(2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the 

county clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands 

to be sold, the appraised value of the same, and the time 

and place of sale. The fair market value as determined 

under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale.'' 

Section 14. Section 7-8-2511, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The 

board shall make an order for public auction of any lands 

classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the front 

door of the county courthouse. 

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing ~ 

notice ±n--a--n~w~peper-p~bl~~hed-±n-the-eo~nty-on~e-e-wee~ 

£or-3-eon~ee~ti~e-wee~~-preeedin~-the--date--E±xed--£or--~he 

~ale~--P~e-r±r~t-p~bi±eat±on-of-the-not±ce-~ha~~-be-m~de-not 

more-then-38-dsys-prtor-~o-the-sa±e-date~--f£--there--±s--no 

new~peper-p~bi±~hed-in-the-eo~ney,-the-notiee-shai~-be-9i~en 

by--po~tin9-eo~te~-at-three-o£-the-most-~~b%±e-piaee~-±n-the 

eo~nty-at-ieast-~S-days-btlt-not-more-then-38-days--preeedin9 

the--sa±e--date as provided in [section 1]. The not±ee~ 

notice shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised 

value thereof. 

(3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised 

value of the land~ as fixed by the board. The sale shall be 

for cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided 
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(b) The board of county commiss1oners may 1 on 

application and presentation of warrants, properly endorsed, 

which have been advertised, pass an order directing the 

treasurer to pay them out of any money in the treasury not 

otherwise appropriated." 

Sect ion 10. Sect ion 7-8-101, M.CA, is amended to read: 

''7-8-101. Authorization to transfer property between 

certain governmental entities. (1) A county, upon first 

passing a resolution of intent to do so and upon giving 

notice of such intent by publication onee-a-w~ek-for-3-wee~~ 

in--e--newspaper--~~bi~~hed-in-~ueh-e±ty;-~ownr-or-eo~n~y-in 

whien-roeated as provided in [section 1], shall have power 

to sell or trade to any city, town, or political 

subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require, 

any property, however held or acquired, which is not 

necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an 

ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, or 

appraisal. Proceeds, iE any, shall be distributed according 

co law. Such transactions shall be made by resolution of the 

county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of 

the regular or special meetings. 

(2) A city or town, upon first passing a resolution of 

intent to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by 

publication once a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published 

in such city or town or county in which located, shall have 
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county or political 

i11habitants require, 

any property, however held or acquired, which is not 

necessary for the conduct of the city or town business~ 

without an ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, 

or appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall t;e distributed 

according to law. Such transactions shall be made by 

resolution of the councils or commissions involved and 

entered 1n the minutes of the regular or special meetings. 

(3) (a) A county shall have power to trade with or 

purchase from any city, town, or political subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

purchased. 

(b) A city or town shall have power to trade with or 

purchase from any county or political subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

purchased." 

Section 11. Section 7-8-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-8-2212. N0t1ce of sa~e and public auction required 

for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or 

personal property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value 

in excess of $2,500, the sale shall be at public auction at 

the courthouse doo[ after previous notice given by 

publication in--8--~ew~paper--p~b~±~hed-in-sa±d-ee~"tyo-The 

not~ee-sha±i-be-pttbi±shed-o"ee-a-wee~-for-4-~tteees~t~e-week~ 
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time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had 

reasonable notice), shall adopt and enter upon their minutes 

a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency 

and the estimated amount of money required to meet the 

emergency. 

(2) The board shall publish the resolution, together 

with a notice as provided in (section 1] that a public 

hearing will be held on the resolution s~-~he-t±me-and-~i~ee 

de~~~nated--t"-tne-nottee7-once-±n-tne-o££tet~~-new~paper-o£ 

tne-eottnty-and-±£-there-±~-none,--then--in--a--newspspe~--o£ 

qenerai--e±~ettia~±en--±n--tne-cottn~y.-~ne-hear±ng-may-not-ee 

iee~-~hon-±-week-a£ter-the-date-o£-ptte±~e8tioft. 

(3) Any taxpayer or resident of the county may appear 

at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure 

of money for the alleged emergency. 

(4) (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, if the 

commissioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall 

make and enter upon their official minutes, by unanimous 

vote of all of tne memoers cf the board present at the 

meeting, an order setting forth the facts constituting the 

emergency, together with the amount of expenditure 

authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of 

subsection (4)(b), the order is lawful authorization for 

them to expend such amount, but no more, for such purpose. 

(0) ~o expenditure may be made or liability incurred 
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pursuant to the order until 5 days, exclusive of the day of 

entry of the order, elapse.fl 

Section 94 Section 7-6-2605, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-6-2605. Call for payment of warrants drawing 

interest. {l) When there is sufficient money to pay the 

warrants drawing interest, the treasurer must give notice in 

some-new~~8~er-p~b~±~hed--in--h±e--cotlnty--or,--i£--none--~s 

~~e~±shed7-then-Oy-vr±tten-not±ee-posted-tlpon-the-eotlrthease 

doer,--stat~ng-there~n as provided in [section 1] that he is 

ready to pay such warrants. 

(2) In advertising warrants under the provisions of 

this section in any newspaper, the treasurer must not 

publish the warrants in detail but give notice only that 

county warrants presented for payment prior to such date, 

stated in the notice are payable4 When only a part of the 

warrants presented for payment on the same day are payable, 

the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the 

advertisement. 

(3) Such warrants cease to draw :nterest from the 

first publication or posting of such notice. 

(4) (a) If such warrants be not re-presented Ear 

payment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore 

provided Ear is given, the fund set aside for the payment of 

the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of 

unpaid warrants next in order of registry. 
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~aen--near~n9,--±n--~~~ee--ptlb±i~--p±aee~--±n--~he-ee~"ty-or 

~o~nt±e~ as prov1ded in [section lj. 

tZt--Sa±O-not±ee-5net~-~±ther-eon~a±n-a--eopy--o£--~a±d 

pe~~t±on,--with--the--~±9natures--om±~~eo,--or-a-eopy-o£-the 

reso±ut±on-oE-±ntent-pa~seO-Oy-the-board-er-boerds-o£-eotlnty 

commiss±oners-and-~ha%T-~tate-t~e-t±me-and-p±aee--E±xe~--Eor 

hear~nq--the--s8me-and-that-on-sueh-hearin9,-any-taxpayer-o£ 

the-eounty-may-a~pear-and-be--heard--±n--s~pport--of--or--±n 

oppos±t±on-to-sa±d-petition~·· 

Section 6. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase 

of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery, 

apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess 

of SlO,OOO or for the construction of any building, rOad, or 

bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $10,000 or 

for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, or 

bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $25,000 

shall be entered into by a county governing body without 

first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing 

the same. 

(2) The notice must be published ~n--~he--o££ieial 

new~p~per--o£--the--eoanty--6t--lea~t--one~--a--wee~--fo~--3 
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ee~seetttive--week~--be£ore--the--date--E±xed---there~~---£or 

reee~~±n~-e±d~ ~rovided in [section 1]. 

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.'' 

Section 7. Section 7-6-2326, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-6-2326. Transfer of cash balance in fund at close 

of fiscal year. (1) After a public hear1ng, if the cash 

balance remaining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the 

several county funds except the school fund, exceeds the 

amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess may be 

transferred to other funds as the county commissioners 

consider to be in the best interest of the county. 

(2) Notice of the hearing must be given n~t-ie~~--tha~ 

3S--day~--pr±or-to-the-hearin9-by-p~biieatton-~n-a-n~w~pap~r 

o£-genera~-e±re~~et±e"-tn-t~e-e~tlnty-~nd-by-postin9-in--£~~e 

pttb±ie--p!aees~--The--not±ee--mtt~t-~tate-the-date1-time,-a~d 

plaee-oE-the-hear±~9 as provided in [section 1] and must 

state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds.'' 

Section 8. SectLon 7-6-2342, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-6-2342. Procedure to make expenditun~s and incur 

liabilities in case of other emergencies. (1} In a public 

emergency other than those described in 7-6-2341 and which 

could not reasonably have been foreseen at the time of 

making the budget, the board of county commissioners, by 

unanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the 
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pe~~~ieft7--at--which--~i-m~ any registered electors of the 

county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon. 

·~n~--"otie~--~haTT-be-pttbiished-eftce-a-week-for-%-sMeee~si~e 

week:s-iftlftl.edt-e:~l!'iy-£e~iow:i:n9-the-ma~i"g-e£-the-order';-" 

Section 4. Section 7-2-2756, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (1) No real 

estate may be sold by the board of county commissioners 

unless the property has been appraised within 1 year 

immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who 

reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished 

county and who were appointed by the judge of the district 

court to which the county is attached, on petition of the 

board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be 

made at public sale, and notice shall be published ~~-~~~ 

offfe±~i-new~p~per-o~-t~e-eottnty-onee-8-wee~-fer-at-±ea~t--r 

wee~~--±~ed±ate~y-pr~or-to-t~e-d8te-for-~old~ng-t~e-~~me as 

provided in [section 1]. No such real estate shall be sold 

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof. 

(2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold 

shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the 

purchaser thereof may pay the same in four installments, the 

first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase 

price, to be paid at the time of purchase, with the 

remainder to be paid in three equal annual installments with 

interest thereon at not less than 5\ per annum. Whenever 
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the purchase price of any real estate is to be paid in 

installments, the board shall enter into a contract with the 

purchaser thereof, and such contract shall be recorded in 

the office of the county clerk. When payment in full has 

been made for real estate, the chairman of the board shall 

execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the 

purchaser or his successor in interest. 

(3) All real estate sold, with any 

thereon, shall be subject to assessment 

improvements 

and taxation 

annually to the purchaser or his successor in interest at a 

value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof 

until the purchase price is fully paid, when such real 

estate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all 

improvements placed on any such real estate after its 

purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the 

full cash value thereof.'' 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2307, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-4-2307. Notice of hearing. t±t The county clerk or 

clerks shall cause notice of the hear~ng required by 

7-4-2306 to be published one-tim~-~n-ehe-o~£ieiei-new~peper 

or-~n~-eo~nty,-whieh-pubiie~tion-mtlst-b~-at--teest--i9--days 

b~£o~e--~he--~ate--~et--~o~--~aid--~ear~ng~--ff--there-±~-no 

new~paper-o£-~eneral-c±rc~iaeion-pr±nted--and--pabli~hed--±ft 

said--eotlnty,--then-~~eh-notiee-mtlst-b~-po~ted-by-the-eottnty 

eier~-or-eler~~,-ae-:ea~t-lS-d8y~-be~or@-~he--aate--3et--~or 
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taken; and 

(d) any other information required oy tne specific 

section requiring notice by publication. 

(7) A published notice required by law 

supplemented by a radio or television broadcast 

notice in the manner prescribed in 2-3-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Mail notice. ( 1) 

may be 

of the 

Unless 

otherwise specifically provided, whenever a local government 

unit other than a municipality is required to give notice of 

a hearing or other official act by mail, the requirement may 

be met by: 

(a) deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the 

States mail with postage paid at the first-class United 

rate; 

(b) sending the notice by certified mail rather than 

first class; or 

(c) mailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of 

first class if notice is to be given by mail to all electors 

or res~dents of the affected local government unit. 

(2) The notice shall contain: 

(a} the date, time, and place of th€ hearing or other 

action; 

{b) a brief statement of the action to be taken; 

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who 

may be contacted for further information on the action to be 
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taken; and 

{d) any other information required by the spec1~ic 

section requiring mail notice. 

(3) When notice by mail lS required, the requirement 

applies only to persons whose addresses are known. 

Section 3. Section 7-2-2704, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2704. Hearing on petition by county commissioners 

notice. (l) Whenever any such petition is presented to 

the board of county commissioners of a county with a 

certificate of the election administrator attached thereto 

and showing that the petition has been signed by not less 

than 35% of the registered electors of the county whose 

names appear upon the registration records of the county, as 

provided in 7-2-2702 and 7-2-2703, the board shall, 

immediately upon presentation of the petition, make and 

enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering 

and taking final action on the petition. The date for final 

action shall be not less than )0 or more than 35 days after 

the date when the order is made, 

(2) The board shall cause a notice to be published ~ft 

th~-ortie~a±-new~p8p~~-of-the-eounty as provided in [section 

ll to the effect that the petition has been presented to the 

board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the 

county and that the-beard-will-meet-8t-the-time-~pee±ff~d-f" 

the-order-fo~-een~±dertn9-and-t~kin9--f±n8r--aetton--on--~he 
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APPROVED BY COHH. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

SENATE BILL NO. 130 

INTRODUCED BY HARDING, POFF, HANNAH, REGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF 

BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN 

MUNICIPALITIES: AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2-2756, 

7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101, 

7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2105, 

7-12-2159, 7-13-145' 7-13-208, 7-13-2205, 7-13-2304, 

7-13-2345, 7-13-2506, 7-14-2706, 7-14-2739, 7-14-4630, 

7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 7-22-2212, 7-22-2406, 

7-22-2446, 7-33-2102, 7-34-2107, 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157' 

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of 

notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a 

local government unit other than a municipality is required 

to give notice by publication, the following applies: 

(1) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the 

qualifications of subsections (2) and {3), except that in a 

county where no newspaper meets these qualifications, 

publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an 

adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an 

~·~ "•""''"' couno• 
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adjacent county, publication must be made by posting the 

notice in three public places in the county, designated by 

resolution of the governing body. 

(2) The newspaper must be: 

(a) of general paid circulation with a second-class 

mailing permit; 

(b) published at least once a week; and 

(c) published in the county where the hearing or other 

action will take place. 

(3) In the case of a contract award, the newspaper 

must have been published continuously in the county for the 

12 months preceding the awarding of the contract. 

(4) If a person is required by law or ordinance to pay 

for publication, the payment must be received before the 

publication may be made. 

(5) The notice must be published twice, with at least 

6 days separating publication. The first publication must be 

no more than 21 days prior to the action and the last no 

less than 3 days prior to the action. 

(6) The published notice must conLain: 

(a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other 

action; 

(b) a brief statement of the action to be taken; 

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who 

may be contacted for further information on the action to be 

SECOND READING 
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SENATE BILL NO. 130 

INTRODUCED BY HARDING, POFF, HANNAH, REGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ''AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF 

BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN 

MUNICIPALITIES: AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2-2756, 

7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101, 

7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2105, 

7-12-2159, 7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2205, 7-13-2304, 

7-13-2345, 7-13-2506, 7-14-2.706, 7-14-2739, 7-14-4630, 

7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 7-22-2212, 7-22-2406, 

7-22-2446, 7-33-2102, 7-34-2107, 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157. 

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of 

notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a 

local government unit other than a municipality is required 

to give notice by publication, the following applies: 

(1) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the 

qualifications of subsections (2) and {3), except that in a 

county where no newspaper meets these qualifications, 

publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an 

adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an 

~na , ... ., •••• COUncd 
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adjacent county, publication must be made by posting the 

notice in three public places in the county, designated by 

resolution of the governing body. 

(2) The newspaper must be: 

(a) of general paid circulation with a second-class 

mailing permit; 

(b) published at least once a week: and 

(c) published in the county where the hearing or other 

action will take place. 

(3) In the case of a contract award, the newspaper 

must have been published continuously in the~county for the 

12 months preceding the awarding of the contract. 

(4) If a person is required by law or ordir.ance to pay 

for publication, the payment must be received before the 

publication may be made. 

{5} The notice must be published twice, with at least 

6 days separating publication. The first publication must be 

no more than 21 days prior to the action and the ·last no 

less than 3 days prior to the action. 

(6) The published notice must contain: 

{a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other 

action; 

lb) a brief statement of the action to be taken; 

(c) the address and telephone number' of the person who 

may be contacted for further information on the action to be 

THIRD READING 
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taken; and 

(d) any other information required by the specific 

section requiring notice by publication. 

(7) A published notice required by law 

supplemented by a radio or television broadcast 

notice in the manner prescribed in 2-3-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Mail notice. ( 1) 

may be 

of the 

Unless 

otherwise specifically provided, whenever a local government 

unit other than a municipality is required to give notice of 

a hearing or other official act by mail, the requirement may 

be met by: 

(a) 

United 

deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the 

States mail with postage paid at the first-class 

ratei 

(b) sending the notice by certified mail rather th.:~n 

first class; or 

(c) mailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of 

first class if notice is to be given by mail to all electors 

or residents oE the affected local government unit. 

(2) The notice shall contain: 

(a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other 

action; 

(b) a brief statement of the action to be taken; 

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who 

may be contacted for further information on the action to be 
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taken; and 

(d) any other information required by the specific 

section requiring mail notice. 

(3) When notice by mail is required, the requirement 

applies only to persons whose addresses are known. 

Section 3. Section 7-2-2704, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2704. Hearing on petition by county conunissioners 

notice. (1) Whenever any such petition is presented to 

the board of county commissioners of a county with a 

certificate of the election administrator attached thereto 

and showing that the petition has been signed by not less 

than 35% of the registered electors of the county whose 

names appear upon the registration records of the county 1 as 

provided in 7-2-2702 and 7-2-2703, the board shall, 

immediately upon presentation of the petition, make and 

enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering 

and taking final action on the petition. The date for final 

action shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after 

the date when the order is made. 

(2) The board shall cause a notice to be published ±n 

~ne-officia±-"ew~p8pe~-of-the-cott"ty as provided in [section 

!l to the effect that the petition has been presented to the 

board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the 

county and that the-boerd-w~%%-meet-8~-the-t~me-~peciE~ed-~n 

t~e-order-for-eon~~~erin~-~nd-t8~i"g--£in8i--aet~o"--on--the 
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petition7--at--whieh--~ime any registered electors of the 

county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon. 

~he--netiee--~ha±±-be-pttb%ieb~d-enee-a-week-Eor-~-etteeeesive 

weeks--i:IMI.edt:a~e%y-fe±%ewi:n9-i:he-me:ki:ftq-o£-the-or-der.-" 

Section 4. Section 7-2-2756, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (1) No rea! 

estate may be sold by the board of county commissioners 

unless the property has been appraised within 1 year 

immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who 

reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished 

county and who were appointed by the judge of the district 

court to which the county is attached, on petition of the 

board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be 

made at public sale, and notice shall be published %"-the 

of£~e~a%-new~~~~e~-o£-the-eettnty-o"ee-a-wee~-£or-ot-~eo~t--% 

weeks--±mmed~a~e~y-prior-to-the-date-Eor-he±d±ng-the-same as 

provided in [section ll. No such real estate shall be sold 

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof. 

(2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold 

shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the 

purchaser thereof may pay the same in four installments, the 

first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase 

price, to be paid at the time of purchase, with the 

remainder to be paid in three equal annual installments with 

interest thereon at not less than 5% per annum. Whenever 
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the purchase price of any real estate is to be paid in 

installments, the board shall enter into a contract with the 

purchaser thereof, and such contract shall be recorded in 

the office of the county clerk. When payment in full has 

been made for real estate, the chairman of the board shall 

execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the 

purchaser or his successor in interest. 

(3) All real estate sold, with any 

thereon, shall be subject to assessment 

improvements 

and taxation 

annually to the purchaser or his successor in interest at a 

value equal tO· the amount paid on the purchase price thereof 

until the purchase price is fully paid, when such real 

estate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all 

improvements placed on any such real estate after its 

purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the 

full cash value thereof. 11 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2307, MCA, is amended to read: 

~7-4-2307. Notice of hearing. t±t The county clerk or 

clerks shall cause notice of the hearing required by 

7-4-2306 to be published one-t±me-~n-the-off~e%e±-~~w~paper 

of-the-eo~"ty,-wh~eh-pttb±ieat~on-m~st-be-ot--iee~t--%8--day~ 

be£e~e--the--date--~ee--£or--se%d--he~r±"~·--if--the~e-i~-"o 

newspaper-o£-~e"eraf-cirett%at±oft-pr~~~ed--and--~~e±~~hea--±" 

sa±a--eottft~y,--tne"-s~eh-netiee-m~~t-ee-postea-~y-the-eoaftty 

~Ze~k-o~-e±erk~,-at-iea~t-±6-day~-before-t~e--date--~et--ror 
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S1leh--hettri:nq.,--i:rt---thr~--ptti,i%e--piac::es--i:n--t-i'!e-eettnty-er 

eee~t±es as provided in [section lj. 

t%t--Se±d-netic::~-sfta±i-ei:~her-~tain-a--eepy--ef--said 

pee±~i:OftT--w±~~--the--~iqnatttres--emi~~edT--or-a-c::opy-o£-~he 

re~e±tt~±Oft-e£-i:fttent-p~esed-by-ehe-bee~d-&r-boards-o£-c::eun~y 

c::ol!ll!l.iesiel"'l@orS-e:n.d-ehei%-state-the-~iMe-e:l"'d-pietc::e--£±xed--£er 

h·ear±nq--the--same-aftci-t!l'\at-on-sttch-hee:r±n~,-e:f'ly-tl!llxpeyer-of 

the-eo~nty-may-appear-e:ftd-be--heard--in--sttppo~t--of--or--in 

opposit:±o.n-to-saie-peti-tietto u 

Section 6. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-5-2301, Competitiv.e, advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. ( 1} 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase 

of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery, 

apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess 

of $10,000 or for the construction of any building, road, or 

bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $10,000 or 

for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, or 

brid9e for which must be paid a sum in excess of $25,000 

shall be entered into by a county governing body without 

first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing 

the same. 

(2) The noti~e must be published ~ft~-tne--eff~e~ei 

neWSpaper--e£--e~e--eeuftey--a~--rea~t--o"ee--a--wee~--fer--3 
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eeftsee~~~Ye--weeks--eefe~e--~he--date--f~xed---tftePe~~---~e~ 

reee±¥±~~-b*ds as provided in [section 1]. 

(3) Every such contract shall be let co the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.• 

Section 7. Se-ction 7-6-2326, MCA, is amended to re,a.d: 

"7-6-2326. Transfer of cash balance in fund at clos-e 

of fiscal year. (l) After a public hearing, if the cash 

balance remaining at the end o-f a fiscal year in any of the 

several county funds ex.cept the school fund, exceeds the 

amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess may be 

transferred to other funds as the county commissioners 

consider to be in the best interest of th€ county. 

(2) Notice of the hearing must be given "oe-lese--ehe" 

~6:--d-aye--p1:"io-r-t:o-t:ft.e-ftea~*ft!-&y-pttb:t-ea~±eft-itt--a--ftew8t'et-.P.er 

e£-~enere%-eirettiat:±on-~~-~he-eeutt~y-end-by-poe~~~-ift--fi•e 

publ~e--p±sees~--~fte--ne~iee--mus~-e~a~e-ehe-dateT-~~meT-eftd 

plaee-er:-~-Pte-ft-ee:r~"-9 as provide-d in [section 1] and ~ 

state generally the purpose and proposed use '.Jf the funds." 

Section 8. Section 7-6-2342/ MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-6-2342. Pr_ocedure to make expenditures and incur 

liabilities in case of oth-e-r emergencies. ( 1) In .a puP lie 

emergency other than those described in 7-6-2341 and which 

co~ld not reasonably have been foreseen at the time of 

making the budge-t, the board of county commissioners, by 

unanimous V9t.f .. ,9.!., tt\.e .. lll!'!fi'P.I'lf:O. p_~;n,~.e>nt at tany m.eetin<; ( th~ 
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time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had 

reasonable notice), shall adopt and enter upon their minutes 

a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency 

and the estimated amount of money required to meet the 

emergency. 

(2) The board shall publish the resolution, together 

with a notice as provided in [section 1] that a public 

hearing will be held on the resolution a~-~he-t±me-aftd-~iaee 

~e~i9.nsted--±ti-tfte-not3:ee7-enee--t-ft-the-o££±e±a1=-"ewspaper-o£ 

tfte-ee~ftt:y-aftd-±£-tftere-±s-fteney--then--±n--a--newspaper--e£ 

geftera%--e±~ett%atioft--±n--the-eo~r'ity.-,~e-hecr±n~-may-net-~e 

%ess-thati-%-week-s£ter-the-date-o£-pttb±±eat±oft. 

(3) Any taxpayer or resident of the county may appear 

at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure 

of money for the alleged emergency~ 

(4} (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, if the 

commissioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall 

make and enter upon their oE f ici al minutes, by unanimous 

vote of all of tne members of the board present at the 

meeting, an order setting forth the facts constituting the 

emergency, together with the amount of expenditure 

authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of 

subsection (4)(b), the order is lawful authorization for 

them to expend such amount, but no more, for such purpose. 

(b) No expenditure may be made or liability incurred 

-9- SB 130 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0130/02 

pursuant to the order until 5 days, exclusive of the day of 

entry of the order, elapse." 

Section 9. 

"7-6-2605. 

interest. (1) 

section -7-6-2605, MCA, is amended to read: 

Call for payment of warrants drawing 

When there is sufficient money to pay the 

warrants drawing interest, the treasurer must give notice in 

some-ftew~~aper-p~bltshed--~ft--his--ce~nty--er;--if--none--~s 

pttbl~shed,-then-by-wri~~en-netiee-~es~ee-u~on-the-eo~r~hettse 

daar,--s~a~in~-~fterein as provided in (section 1] that he is 

ready to pay such warrants. 

(2) In advertising warrants under 

this section in any newspaper, the 

publish the warrants in detail but give 

the provisions of 

treasurer must not 

notice only that 

county warrants presented for payment prior to such date, 

stated in the notice are payable. When only a part of the 

warrants presented for payment on the same day are payable, 

the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the 

advertisement. 

(3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from the 

first publication or posting of such notice. 

(4) {a) If such warrants be not re-presented for 

payment within 60 days from che time the notice hereinbefore 

provided for is given, the fund set aside for the payment of 

the same must be applied by the creasurer to the payment of 

unpaid warrants next in order of registry. 
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(b) The board of county commissioners may, on 

application and presentation of warrants, properly endorsed, 

which have been advertised, pass an order directing the 

treasurer to pay them out of any money in the treasury not 

otherwise appropriated~ •• 

Section 10. Section ?-8-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-101. Authorization to transfer property between 

certain governmental entities. (l) A county, upon first 

passing a resolution of intent to do so and upon giving 

notice of such intent by publication onee-a-wee~-fer-3-wee~s 

~ft--4--ftewspaper--pttbi~sh@d-in-e~eh-e~ty,-town,-or-eeHnty-~n 

wh*eh-%oeated as provided in [section 1), shall have power 

to sell or trade to any city, town, or political 

subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require, 

any property, however held or acquired, which is not 

necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an 

ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, or 

appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed according 

to law. Such transactions shall be made by resolution of the 

county commissioners invOlved and entered in the minutes of 

the regular or special meetings. 

(2) A city or town, upon first passing a resolution of 

intent to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by 

publication once a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published 

in such city or town or county in which located, shall have 
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any county or political 

its inhabitants require# 

acquired, which is not 

city or town business, 

without an ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, 

or appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed 

according to law. Such transactions shall be made by 

resolution of the councils or commissions involved and 

entered in the minutes of the regular or special meetings. 

(3) (a) A county shall have power to trade with or 

purchase from any city, town, or political subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

purchased. 

(b) A city or town shall have power to trade with or 

purchase from any county or political subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

purchased." 

Section 11. Section 7-8-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required 

for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or 

personal property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value 

in excess of $2,500, the sale shall be at public auction at 

the courthouse door after previous notice given by 

publication ~n--a--n~ws~aper--p~hi±~ft~ft-±n-said-eottntyo-~he 

notiee-shaii-be-p~br±shed-eftee-~-wee~-fer-4-s~eeess±Ye-wee~~ 
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aftd-posted-~n-£iye-p~b%ie-piaees-in-the-ee~nty as provided 

in [section 1].'' 

Section 12. Section 7-8-2216, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2216. Sale of county property to school district. 

(1) The board of county commissioners shall have the power 

to sell directly to the school district, without the 

necessity of a public auction, any real or personal 

property, however acquired, belonging to the county and 

which is not necessary to the conduct of the county's 

business or the preservation of its property, for its 

appraised value, which shall represent a fair market value 

of such property. 

(2) If the property to be sold to the school district 

is reasonably of a value in excess of $2,500, notice of the 

sale shall be given by publication ~ft-e--ftew~p8~er--ift--sa~d 

ee~n~y.---~he--netiee--she%%--~e-p~b±i~hed-onee-8-week-Eor-• 

stt~eess±ve-wee~s-and-~osted-±ft-£i~e--p~~i~e--p±aces--±n--ehe 

eoo:n~y ~ovided in [section 1]." 

Section 13. Section 7-8-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2302. Notice of sale of tax-deed lands. (1) 

~n±r~y-days~-not±ee Notice of the sale provided for 1n 

7-8-2301 shall be g1ven by publication ±n--a-newspaper 

printed-±n-ene-eettn~yo-Stteh-nee±ee-~he±±-~e-pttbl±shed-onee-a 

wee~-Eo~-3-eoftsee~t±Ye-wee~s as provided in [section 1] and 

shall also be posted in at least three public places in the 
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county. 

(2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the 

county clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands 

to be sold, the appraised value of the same, and the time 

and place of sale. The fair market value as determined 

under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale." 

Section 14. Section 7-8-2511, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The 

board shall make an order for public auction of any lands 

classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the front 

door of the county courthouse. 

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a 

notice i~--a--newspaper-pttbii~hed-in-the-ee~nty-onee-a-week 

£er-3-eenseett~±ve-week~-preeedin~-~he--date--£i~ed--£or--tfte. 

seieo--~he-f±r~t-pttbi±eation-ef-the-not±ee-shei%-be-made-no~ 

more-than-39-days-pr±or-to-the-saie-date~--f£--~here--±s--no 

newspaper-p~b~±~hed-in-~he-eottnty,-the-notiee-shaii-be-g±ven 

by--po~ein~-eep±es-at-three-ef-the-most-pttbi±e-p±eee~-in-the 

eottnty-at-leas~-~9-day~-~ttt-not-more~than-~9-day~--preeed±n9 

ehe--saie--date as provided in [section 1]. The not±ee~ 

notice shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised 

value thereof. 

(3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised 

value of the land, as fixed by the board. The sale shall be 

for cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided 
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at least 20% of the purchase price shall be paid in cash. 

14) The lessee, permittee, or licensee of any of the 

lands then subject to a lease, permit, or license shall have 

a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to 

that bid by the highest bidder at the sale.'' 

Section 15. Section 7-ll-228, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-11-228. Public hearings on proposed program 

notice. Notice of hearings shall be published e~ee-eaeh-w~e~ 

rer--ae--±eas~--i-wee~~-~reeed~~9-a-hear~ng,-~~-e~-±east-efte 

newspeper-of-qene·ra:l-eit"'etl%s~i-en-±n-the-eot::2nty•--fi'ie--"et:iee 

~ftaii-state-the-t~me-and-p+aee-ef-t~e-hearinq as provided in 

(section 1]." 

SECTION 16. SECTION 7-12-2105, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

''7-12-2105. Notice of resolution of intention to 

create district -- hearing. (1) Upon having passed the 

resolution of intention pursuant to 7-12-2103, the board of 

county commissioners must 9±ve publish notice of the passage 

of such resolution of intention as provided in [section 1]. 

(2J ~he-no~iee-mb~~-be-~ab%ished--fer--i9--eonseeat±~e 

days--~n--a--da~iy--newspap~~--e~--tn-two-~asHes-o£-a-w~e~%y 

newspaper--pubiished--near~s~--to--the--p%aee---whe~e---s~eh 

impreveaeae--d~st~ict-is-tc~e@~e~eeee4T The board shall also 

cause a copy of such notice to be posted in three public 

places within the boundaries of such special improvement 
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district. A copy of such notice shall be mailed as provided 

in (section 21 to every person, firm, or corporation or the 

agent of such person, firm, or corporation owning real 

property within the proposed district listed in his name 

upon the last completed assessment roll for state, county, 

and school district taxesr--a~--hi~--ia~~--~"ewft-~ieee-o£ 

reside"ee,-~pon-ehe-same-dey-sueh-notiee-±s-£±r~t--p~biished 

or-posted. 

{3} Such notice must describe the general character of 

the improvement or improvements so proposed to be made or 

acquired by purchase, state the estimated cost thereof, and 

designate the time when and the place where the board will 

hear and pass upon all protests that may be made against the 

making or maintenance of such.improvements or the creation 

of such district. The notice shall refer to the resolution 

on file in the office of the county clerk for the 

description of the boundaries. If the proposal is for the 

purchase of an existing imp~ovement, the notice shall state 

the exact purchase price of such existing improvement.'' 

Section 17. Section 7-12-2159, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

11 7-12-2159. Notice of resolution foe levy and 

assessment of tax -- protest and hearing. (1} A notice~ 

signed by the county clerk and statinq that the resolution 

levying a special assessment to defray the cost of making 
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the improvements is on file in the office of the county 

clerk and is subject to inspection, shall be published at 

ieast-enee-~n-~-new~pa~er-pttb±i5fted--neare~t--~e--where--the 

speeiai--tm~~evemen~--±s--te-be-made as provided in {section 

U· 
(2) The notice shall state the time at and place in 

which objections to the final adoption of the resolution 

will be heard by the board of county commissioners. The time 

for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the second 

publication of the notice." 

Section 18. Section 7-13-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-lJ-145. Hearing and notice on tax levy for 

operation and maintenance. (l) Not less than 30 days prior 

to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance 

of the system, the county commissioners will hold a public 

hearing on the resolution. 

(2) Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of 

the hearing ~nd--e"e--date--a~d-pZ~ce-the~eo£-w~%% must be 

given by the commissioners by publication in--~--~ewsp4per 

pob~±~hea--~nd-e±~ett±ated-±~-tne-ee~n~y-whe~e±~-~he-d±st~±~~ 

±~-loeaeed-onee-a-wee~--ro~--~--eensee~t±~e--wee~~---~he as 

provided in [section lj, and notice ~hal± must also be 

posted in three public places within the district.'' 

Section 19. Section 7-13-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-13-208. Notice of resolutions of intention and 
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concurrence -- hearing. (lJ The commissioners must give 

notice of the passage of the resolution of intention and 

resolution of concurrence, if applicable, and a notice 

describing the general characteristics of the collection 

system and proposed fees to be charged for the service, 

designating the time and place where the commissioners will 

hear and pass upon protests made against the operation of 

the proposed district and stating that a description of the 

boundaries for the proposed district is included in the 

resolution on file in the county clerk's office. 

(2) The notice shall be published ~~--~~e--newspaper 

ptte~~shed--neare~t--te-~he-piaee-where-ehe-proposed-d~seriee 

is-eo--be--ereated--fo~--~9--eonsee~ti~e--days--±n--a--daily 

newspape~-e~-in-two-iss~es-o£-a-wee~iy-~ewspaper as provided 

in (section 11 and shall also be posted in three public 

places within the boundaries of the proposed district. 

13) A copy of the notice shall be mailed by 

fi~st-ciass-maiT as provided in [s~ction 21 to every person, 

firm, or corporation having real property wiLhin the 

proposed district listed upon the last completed assessment 

list for county taxes the same day the notice is first 

published." 

SECTION 20. SECTION 7-13-2205, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

''7-13-2205. Notice of petition -- hearing required. 
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(1) The text of the petition referred to in 7-13-2204 shall 

be puBlished et~ee--each--week-fer-~-eeftseeut~ve-weeMe-±ft-~ 

ne9spa)!!er-pr!n~etl-anil-p121>Hsheil as p,ro~ided in ( se.cti9n 1] 

in every county in which said territory lies7-together-vi~ft 

a-notiee-statioftg"-t:llt!-~iMe-e!-~he-meet:ir'l~-ae-wh:f:eh-same--wi:%i: 

be-pruen~etl. 

(2) ~he--£irst--pub%ieati6n--sh~±l-be-st-lesst-i-weeka 

8~£ere-~fte-t~Me-St-wftich-the-p@~~ei&ft-~S--~o--b~--pr~!lefttedT 

When contained upon more than one instrument, one copy only 

of such petition need be published, No more than five of the 

names attached to said petition need appear in such 

publication of said petition and notice, but the number of 

signers shall be stated. 

t3t-~With-aHeh-pHblieatien-there-shall-be--publ±sheil--a 

ftetiee--o£--the--time--ef-ehe-meee±ng-oi-ehe-beard-when-s~eh 

pet±tien-w±%%-be-eoneiSered-aft~-~hat-a%1-pereofte--*ntereated 

there~n-may-then-a~~ear-anft-&e-hea~dT" 

Section 21. Section 7-13-2304, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

11 7-13-2304. Notice ef intention to levy tax. (1) When 

the written estimate of the amount of money required has 

been delivered to the board of county eommissioners) said 

baa·t'd Shall give netl-ee Of its .LiltEfntien to levy and collect 

a taX sufficient fer the payment thereofe 

(2) such notiee shall be given: 
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(a} by posting notice thereof in five public places 

within the county and within the boundaries of the lands 

upon which the tax is to be levied; 

(b) by publishing a copy of the notice Ofte@-e8eh-w~e~ 

~e~-r-eonsea~~±ve-w@@~s-~ft-e--"~ws~ape~--p~b~±~h~d--±"--~eeh 

ee~"~y--vftete±n--~he--~~etriet--i~--~eeft~ed as _provided in 

(section 1]; and 

(c) by forwarding, by reqHler--~~~st-eias~--ma~~--er 

reqi!~ered--er---eefl't!:fied mail as p~ovide9 i1_1 {.se_ction 2] at 

least 10 days 

7-13-2306(4), a 

prior to the hearing provided far in 

copy of the notice addressed to the owners 

and the purchasers under contracts for deed of taxable real 

property within the district as shown by the current 

assessment book on file in the office of the assessor of the 

county or counties the boundaril!s of which include taxable 

real property of the district. 11 

Section 22. Section 7-13-2345, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-13-2345. Hearing and notice on petition to exclude 

land. (1) upon the filirtg of such petitiort with the 

secretary of the district, he shall call a meeting of the 

board of directors of the district at a time not lesS thart 

25 days ot more than 50 days after the filing of the 

petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition 

to be publisH~~ efte~-eaeM-wee*-~er-r-eeftse~u~~Y@-we~~~-~ft--~ 
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newspeper-e£-geftera±-e~re~iat±on-p~o±±~hed-±~-eaeh-eo~nty-~n 

wh±e~--t~e--distr±et-~~-s±~~ated as provided in (section 1]. 

Such notice shall also state the dace of the filing of such 

petition and that the same will come on for hea[ing before 

the board of directors of the district and-sheii--state--~he 

t~me-oE-the-~ear±n9-and-the-p±aee-thereoE. 

(2) Any landowner or taxpayer within the district 

shall have the right to appear at said hearing, either in 

behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition. 

Said petition shall come on for hearin~ before the board of 

di[ectors of the district at the time and place specified in 

the notice of hearing. 

( 3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), the 

place of the hearing shall be the regular meeting place of 

the board of directors of the district. 

(b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more 

convenient meeting place within the district.'' 

SECTION 23. SECTION 7-13-2506, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

''7-13-2506. Notice of petition and hearing. Upon 

receipt of a duly certified petition, the board of county 

commissioners shall cause the text of the petition to be 

published eftee-a-wee~-~o~-at-te~~~-3-eonsec~t±~e-week~-tn-B 

new~paper-oi-qene~ar-e±re~±at~oft-witn±n-the-ee~nty-wke~e-~he 

pe~±~~on-±~-pre~en~ed as provided in (section 1]. If any 
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portion of the proposed district lies in another county, the 

petition and notice shall likewise be published in that 

county. No more than five names attached to the petition 

shall appear in the publication and notice, but the number 

of signatures shall be stated. w±~h-the-p~b~±es~ien-or--~he 

pe~±tion,--ehere--sha%%-be-p~e%±shed-s-not±ee-ef-the-time-eE 

the-meetinq-o£-the-ee~ftty-eomm±~s±eners--when--ehe--pet±tion 

w±~r--ee-eons±ft~re~,-stat±ng-that-arr-pe~sens-interested-msy 

appear-sl"':~-be-heardo 11 

Section 24. Section 7-14-2706, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-14-2706. Notice of meeting. tit The county clerk 

shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of 

the meeting and shall cause a notice thereof to be printe~ 

in-the-newspaper publish-ed nearest-to-the--v±eitt±ty--o£--the 

roado--~he-notiee-sha±i-be-p~8%±sked-£or-3-eonseetltive-wee~s 

pr±or-to-the-time-or-the-meetin9 as provided in [section 1]. 

t;!t The notice shall state the-t±me-end-praee~of-the 

meetinq-and in general terms the kind of construction or 

improvement sought and the place of beginning, intermediace 

points, and termination." 

Section 25. Section 7-14-2739, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

1'7-14-2739. Notice of preparation of assessment roll. 

As soon as the assessment roll is reported and filed, the 
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board shall publish notice ier-3-eonsecn~i~e-wee~s-~n-the 

aewspepers-in-wh~ch-noetee-ei-±n•±~ations-£or-b±ds--~er--~he 

eefti:'t"a:e-e--wtlls--pab±:i:stted as provided in · [section 11. The 

notice shall notify all persons interested that the 

assessment roll has been filed and require them to appear at 

the office of the board at the county seat at a time not 

less than 15 days from the date of the last publication of 

the notice to make objections." 

Section 26. Section 7-14-4630, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-14-4630. Notice for bids to lease parking facility. 

tl) The notice required by 7-14-4629(1) :hall consist o~ the 

publication of a notice as provided in [section 1] inviting 

bidsT--wi~h--twe-er-mere-tnsertions-ther~of,-ftet-T~ss-than-5 

days-a~~~,-in-a-newspaper-ef--genera%--~iretli&~~on--p~%nted 

aftft---pH8%%shed--tn--sHeh--e~~y--or--eity--and--ee~ney.--~he 

pabi±eae±on-shaii-be-eommene~d-ne~-ies~-than-~5--days--pr~or 

to--the--date--set-±n-~he-ftet±ee-ror-the-epeninq-o£-5td~.-Yr 

there-be-no-newspaper--o£--qenera*--e%re~%at%on--prin~ed--er 

p~b%%shed--there±n,--not%ee-sfta~%-be-q*¥eft-by-po~t~nq-cop~es 

er-sa*d-net*ee-±nvit±n~-btds-%n-a~-ieast-three-pub%%c-plaees 

±n-~-e±ty-er-eity-and-~ounty-not-iess-thaft-~5--days--prior 

~e-the-dere-5et-±n-~fte-fte~±e~-fcr-the-openin9-e£-b±dse 

(2) Such notice shall distinctly and specifically 

describe the project and the facilities in connection 
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therewith which are to be leased, the period of time for 

which said project is to be leased, and the m1nimum rental 

to be paid under such leasee" 

Section 27. Section 7-15-2103, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition4 The notice 

required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county's expense 

by publishing a notice ae-Teas~-±9-days-preeed~n~-tfte-Say-on 

wh±c:h.---tfte--fteartn~--i:!l--f:e-be-he±d,.-in-a.....:n.ewspaper-h.avi-1'\~-e: 

~en.erar-ei~e~ia~ion-tn-efte-eounty-er;-±£-~here--be--no--sHeft 

n.ewepape~;-by-postin.q-sueh.-a-notiee-i:n-a~-%ease-ehree-p~bi~e 

piaees--w~ehin-the-eounty-a-t-±eas~-te-dsys-p~eeed±nq-the-day 

on.-whieh-ehe-ftear±n9-is-to-be-heid as provided in (section 

.u.u 
Section 28. Section 7-16-2324, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

11 7-16-2324. Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park 

lands. (l) For the purposes of this section and part 25 of 

chapter 8, lands dedica~ed to the public use for park or 

playground purposes under 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 or a similar 

statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically 

conveying land to a governmental unit other than a county 

are considered county landse 

(2} A county may not sell, lease, or exchange lands 

dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided 

-24- SB l30 



1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0130/02 

under this section and part 25 of chapter a. 

( 3} Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any 

coUnty land dedicated to public use for park. or playground 

purposes, a county shall: 

(a) compile an inventory of all public parks and 

playgrounds within the county; 

{b) prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of 

outdoor recreation and open space within the county; 

(c) determine that the proposed sale, lease, or 

exchange furthers or is consistent with the caunty•s outdoor 

recreation and open space comprehensive plan; 

(d} publish notice as provided in (section 1} of 

intention to sell, lease, or dispose of such lands, giving 

the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding 

such action; 

(e) if the land is within an incorporated city or 

town, secure the approval of the governing body thereof for 

the action; and 

(f) c.:mply with any other applicable requirements 

under part 25 of ch~pter B. 

(4) Any revenue realized by a county from the sale, 

exchange, vr disposal of lands dedicated to public use for 

park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund 

and used in ~he manner prescribed in 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 

for cash received in lieu of dedication.~ 
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Section 29. Section 7-21-3422, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

1'7-21-3422. Notice of intention to create fair 

district -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to 

create a fair district shall be published tn--~wo--re9~%ar 

week%y--~~s~es--ot--a-newepape~-in-the-eoHn~y,-se~tin9-forth 

the-Sate-on-wh±eh as provided in [section l], stating that a 

hearing shall be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and 

residents of the county and at-whieh-t±me that objections 

will be heard. '1 

Section 30. Section 7-22-2212, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for 

the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the 

hearing in the following manner: 

( 1) notice is to be sent by certi.fied mail to each 

owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known 

address as shown in the county records~ 

(21 notice is to be posted in at least three puDlic 

places within the proposed district; and 

(3) notice is to be published in-at-ieas~--two--is~~es 

or--e--new~paper--o£--9ene~ai--e~re~iat±on--±n--ene-propo5e0 

di~tr%et;-w±th-at-~ea~t-T-days-between-pttei±eation,-a~d--the 

t±rst--~rtbr±eat±on--m~~t--be--at--iea~t--Xe--aay~-ee£o~e-~~e 

hee:ritu;-date as provided in [section 1)." 
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SECTION 31. SECTION 7-22-2406, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

"7-22-240'6. NOtice of hearing on petition to create 

district. (1) f£-e:ft~P~!J$f!:!!J-at"~-knowtt-,-t:he The' comJhissioners 

shall cause notice of the hearing provided for in 7-22-2403 

to be mailed as provided in [section 2] to each nonresident 

owner and purchaser unde·r contract for deed of taxable real 

and personal property within the proposed district. 

(2) The commissioners shall cause notice to be posted 

in three public places within the district. Whenever the 

district is partly in one county and partly in another 

county, notice must be posted in each county but posting 

need not be in three places in each county. 

(3) The commissioners shall also cause notice to be 

given of the time and place of the hearing and the methods 

of objection by publication t~-a-n~~paper-w~~hi"-e~-~~a~es~ 

~e-~tle-~!:!!t!ri:et:-e:ftd., as pro-vided in [section 1), in each 

county if the district is partly in one county and partly in 

another county7..:. -f."--e:-....... -r'\ew~ptt!'~r--i:rt-etteh--eottnty7 -:ti-!'ttel't 

n-~aper-e11: :is ts~ -'fhec-pt!b± :tea r-·!oft-m:tte~- -e~--fer-- two- -we-@jie- ± y 

i-!!f!ttfft .. 

t4t--Po:oHng-attd-Hrn-pttloi~e"t~o-t'!-~haH-Ioe•"t~led!Ot-%8 

day,.-loe£e~e·tl!e-l'lea.-tng-:-" 

Section 32. Section 7-22-2446, MCA, is amended to 

re-ad: 
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11 7-22-2446. Hearing on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of a petition for dissolution; the 

board of county commissioners shall set a time for hearing 

the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be mailed as 

provided in [section 2] to all nonresident ptoperty owners 

and purchasers under contracts for de~d within the district 

whose addresses are known, to be posted in at least three 

public places within the district, and to be published at 

±east-oftee-±n-the~ef'He!a%-n"w"J!>"'P"r·eE-th!!-c:e~"t:\'-!'hhl!"""" 

±ft-ti'le-dhtdet 7 ~tl'le-pc"H"g-and-J!>t!Mte"d"';,-ee~loe-att--lcel'iet 

i-9--de:ys--b~£of'e-the-de:te-of-tl:f!arif'l~ as provided in (section 

ll· Whenever the district is partly in one cou·nty and 

partly in another county, notice must be pOsted in each 

county, but posting need not be in three places in each 

county, and notice must be published in tft~·---ef£-iei!!l: 

newspap@r-o£ each county. •• 

Section 33. Section 7-33-2102, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-33-2102. Notice of hearing. The Ooard snall, within 

10 days after the reeeipt of the petition, give notice of 

the heating thereof at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 

(1) by mailin9 a copy of the notice br~£±t',l:-el .. ,.$ 

ma±-3:: as provided in (section' 2] to each freeholde-r in the 

district at the address shown in the assessment roll; 

(2) bY causing notices of the time and place of such 
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hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public 

places within the area proposed to be established as a fire 

district; and 

(3) by publishing the notice at-rea~~-enee,--nee--rees 

~ftan--te--e~--mo~e--~haft--ie--daye--prio~-to-tfte-~ime-o£-the 

heari~~,-~n-a-newspaper-reg~%ariy-p~b%±s"ed-~n-the-eottnty-±n 

whieft-s~eh-preposed-d±eer±et--i~--e±e~a~ed as provided in 

[section 1]." 

SECTION 34. SECTION 7-34-2107, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

"7-34-2107. Notice of hearing. ti7 A notice of the 

hearing required by 7-34-2106 shall be published in-a 

newspaper-hav~ng-9enera~-e±reu%at~on-tn-the-territory-with±n 

the-bettndll!l:ri:e~-o£-the-proposed:-hosp%ta3::-d±stri:et-~·onee--eaeh 

week--£or--at--~east--~-wee~s,-~he-%a~t-pttb±%ea~±on-te-be-at 

%ease-Z-weeKs-beEore-the-hear±~9•-ff-there-±s--ne--newspaper 

ha~~n9--qener~±--e±rettiat±on--w±th±n--t~e--betlnda~±es-ef-tfte 

propo~ed-"esp±tal-O±strtee,-the-not±ee-o~-hearTn~--shall--be 

posted-±n-at-ieast-~hree-p~bi±e-p±aee~-~±th~n-ehe-bo~ndarTe~ 

e£-the-propesed-d±~tr±et-£or-~-weeks-be£o~e-the-hear±n9• 

t~t--The--noe±ee-shail-state-the-t±me,-da~e,-ptaee7-and 

pttrpose-o£-the--hear±n9,--de~er±be--tne--bottndar±es--o£--the 

~roposea--nospital--d±striet;--and--state--that--any--pe~son 

~es±d±n9-±n-or-own±~9-preperty-with±n-the-~roposed--he~p±ta± 

d±~tr±et--may--appea~--±n-s~ppo~t-~€-er-±n-eppo~±t±on-to-the 
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petition-at-s~eh-heariftg as provided in [section 1]." 

Section 35. Section 7-34-2153, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-34-2153. 

notice. (1) At 

Hearing on 

the first 

petition for annexation 

regular 

presentation of said petition, 

commissioners shall cause notice of 

meeting 

said board 

after 

of 

said petition 

the 

county 

to be 

published t~-two-s~eeess~¥e-iss~es-o£-a-ft~Wspaper-ptlbi±shed 

±ft-~he-eo~nty as provided in (section 1] prior to the date 

fixed by said board for the hearing of said petition, which 

date shall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such 

petition. 

{2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any additional area or territory in said 

district." 

Section 36. Section 7-34-2157, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-34-2157. Hearing on petition for withdrawal 

notice. {l) The board of county commissioners shall, upon 

the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more than 

4 weeks after the receipt thereof. 

(2} Any interested person may appear at said hearing 
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and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion 

from said district. 

(3) The board shall,-at-±east-r--week~--~~±e~--to--th~ 

t±me--se--~i~ed, publish a notice of such hearing in-two 

s~ecess±~e-±sstles-of-a-~ewspaper-pttb%±shed-±n-the-eottnty as 

provided in [section l].n 

Section 37. Section 7-34-2162, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-34-2162. Hearing on petit ion for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of such petition, the board of 

county ~ommissioners shall set a time for hearing the same 

and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least 

three separate public places within said district for at 

least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The- notice shall also be 

published £or-e~-leest-twe-sueeess~ve-±ssttes-±n-a-newspaper 

published-±n-ehe-eo~ney-prier-eo-s~eh-hear±ng as provided in 

[section 1]." 

Section 38. Section 7-35-2102, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-35-2102~ Notice of hearing on creation of district. 

(1) The board of county commissioners shall cause notice to 

be given of the time and place of said hearing by 

publicatiofl· as ~reserieea-by-raw-£er-not-less-than-Z-veeke 

prtor-e~-t~e-time-e£-seid-hear~ng provided in (section lJ. 

{2) said notice shall state that any person residing 
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in or owning property within said proposed district or 

within any existing cemetery district, any part of the 

territory of which is described in said peLit~on, may appear 

before said board at the hearing and show cause why the 

district should not be created or the proposed bou-ndaries 

changed." 

Section 39. Section 7-35-2115, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

''7-35-2115~ Notice and hearing on alteration of 

boundaries~ (1) At the first regular meeting after the 

presentation of said petition, said board of county 

commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

published eeeerd±ng-eo-law-~or-i-wee~~-pr~or-eo-~fte-da~e-eo 

ee-£±xed-by-eaid-~eerd-for-ehe-hear±"g-o£-~a±d--pee±~±on as 

2£ovided in [section 1]. 

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any property in said district. 

{3) Said board shall have the power, by order entered 

on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in 

pa[t and to alter the boundaries of said public cemetery 

district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said 

territory described in said petition as will be benefited 

the,reby." . 
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NEW SECTION. Sectlon 40. Codification instruction. 

Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an integral 

part of Title 7, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to 

sections 1 and 2. 

NEW SECTION. Section 41. Severability. If a part of 

this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

7 the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is 

8 invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains 

9 in effect in all valid applications that are severable from 

10 the invalid applications. 

-End-
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49th Legislature SB 0130/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

SENATE BILL NO. 130 

INTRODUCED B~ HARDING, POFF, HANNAH, REGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; "AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

5 STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF 

6 

7 

BUSINESS OF 

MUNICIPALITIES; 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AMENDING SECTIONS 

UNITS OTHER THAN 

7-2-2704, 7-2-2756, 

8 . 7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6~2605, 7-8-101, 

9 

10 

11 

12 

ll 

14 

15 

7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 

7-12-2159. 7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2205, 

7-13-2345. 7-13-2506, 7-14-2706, 7-14-2739, 

7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 7-22-2212, 

7-22-2446, 7-33-2102. 7-34-2107, 7-34-2153. 

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA." 

7-12-2105, 

7-13-2304, 

7-14-4630, 

7-22-2406, 

7-34-2157. 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA; 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of 

18 notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a 

19 local government unit other than a municipality is required 

20 to giv~ notice by publication, the following applies: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(1) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the 

qualifications 

county where 

of subsections (2) and (3}, except that in a 

no newspaper meets these qualifications, 

publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an 

adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an 

~ ............. <O<m<•• 
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