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INTRQDUCED BY

) /. -
A BILL. FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS oF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN
MUNICIPALITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2~-27%56,
7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101,
7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2159,
7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2304, 7-13-2345, 7-14-2706,
7-14-2739, 7-14-4630, 7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422,
7-22-2212, 7-22-2446, 7-33-2102, 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157,

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of
notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a
local government unit other than a municipality is required
to give notice by publication, the following applies:

(1) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the
qualifications of subsections (2) and {3), except that in a
county where no newspaper mneets these gqualifications,
publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an
adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an

adjacent county, publication must be made by posting the
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notice in three public places in the county, designated by
resolution of the goveraing body.

{2) The newspaper must be:

{a) of general paid circulation with a second-class
mailing permitk;

(b} published at least once a week; and

{c) published in the c¢ounty where the hearing or other
action will take place.

(3) In the case of a contract award, the newspaper
must have been published continucusly in the county for the
12 months preceding the awarding of the contract.

(4) If a person is required by law or ordinance to pay
for publicaticon, the payment must be received before the
publicaticn may be made.

{5) The notice must be published twice, with at least
6 days separating publication. The first publication must be
no more than 21 days prior to the action and the last no
less than 3 days prior to the action.

(6) The published notice must contain:

(a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other
action;

{b) a brief statement of the action to be taken;

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who
may be contacted for further information cn the action to be

taken; and
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{d) any other information required by the specific
section requiring notice by publication.

(7} A published notice required by law may be
supplemented by a radic or television broadcast of the
notice in the manner prescribed in 2-3-105.

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Mail notice. {1) Unless
otherwise specifically provided, whenever a local government
upit other than a municipality is required to give notice of
a hearing or other official act by mail, the requirement may
be met by:

(a) deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the
United States mail with postage paid at the first-class
rate;

(b) sending the notice by certified mail rather than
first class; or

{c} mailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of
first class if notice is to be given by mail to all electors
or residents of the affected local gqovernment unit.

(2) The notice shall contain:

{a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other
action:

(b) a brief astatement of the action to be taken;

{c} the address and telephone number of the person who
may be contacted for further information on the action to be

taken; and
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(d) any other information required by the specific
section requiring mail notice.

(3) When notice by mail is required, the requirement
applies only to persons whose addresses are known.

Section 3. Section 7-2-2704, MCA, is amended to read:

n7-2-2704. Hearing on petition by county commissioners
-— notice. (1) whenever any such petition is presented to
the board of county commissioners of a county with a
certificate of the election administrator attached theretc
and showing that the petition has been signed by not less
than 35% of the registered electors of the county whose
names appear upon the registration records of the county, as
provided in 7-2-2702 and 7-2-2703, the board shall,
immediately upon presentation of the petition, make and
enter an order in its minutes fixing a day £or considering
and taking final action on the petition. The date for final
action shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after
the date when the order is made.

{2) The board shall cause a notice to be published tn

the-official-newspaper-of-the-county as provided in_[section

1] to the effect that the petition has been presented to the
board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the
county and that the-beard-witi-meet-at-the-time-specified-in
tha——order--for--considering--and-takitng-finat-action-on-the

petitiony-at-which--time any registered electors of the
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county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon.
Phe-netice-shati-be-published-ence-a-week-for--2--successive
weeka-immediatety-following-the-making-of-the-orders"
Section 4. Section 7-2-2756, MCA, is amended to read:
"9-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (1) No real
estate may be sold by the board of county commissioners
unless the property has been appraised within 1 year
immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who
reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished
county and who were appointed by the judge of the district
court to which the county is attached, on petition of the
board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be
made at public sale, and notice shall be published #fn—-the
ofEéCial——neuspnpcr—af—the—ceunty—once-a-veek—far‘at-iea:t—i
weeks~immediate&y-priof—to—the—dnte-fcr—hoiding—the—:aMe as

provided _in [section 1]. No such real estate shall be sold

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof.
(2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold
shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the
purchaser thereof may pay the same in four installments, the
first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase
price, to be paid at the time of purchase, with the
remainder to be paid in three equal annual installments with
interest thereon at not less than 5% per annum. Whenever

the purchase price of any real estate is to be paid in
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installments, the board shall enter into a contract with the
purchaser therecf, and such contract shall be recorded in
the office of the county clerk. When payment in "full has
been made for real estate, the chairman of the board shall
execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the
purchaser or his successor in interest.

{3) All real estate scld, with any improvements
thereon, shall be subject to assessment and taxation
annually to the purchaser or his successor in interest at a
value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof
until the purchase price is fully paid, when such real
estate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all
improvements placed on any such real estate after its
purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the
full cash value thereof."

Section 5. Section 7-4-2307, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2307. Notice of hearing. ti} The county clerk or
clerks shall cause notice of the hearing required by
7-4-2306 to be published one-time-in-the-official--newapaper
of--the--countyr--which-publication-must-be-at-ieast-ig-days
befere-the-date--set--for--satd--hesring--—-If--thavre--tas-—ne
newspaper-——of--generat--circulation-printed-and-pubiished-in
said-countys-then—such-notice-muse-be-pested-by--the--county
clerk--or--cierksr--at-teast-it8-days-bhefore-the-date-set-far

such-hearingy-in--three--public-—-piaces—-in--the--¢ounty--ar
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eounties as provided in {section 1].

t23--Said--notice-~nhali--etther-contain-a-copy-of-said
petitiony-with-the-signatyres-osmiteed;-~ar--a--copy——of--the
reseiution-af-itntent-passed-by-the-board-or-beards-of-caunty
commissioners--and--shati-stata-the-time-and-pltace-£fixed-for
hearing-tha-same-and-that-on-such-hearing;-any-—-taxpayer--of
the-~county--may--appear--and—-be--heard-in-support-of-or-tn
ocpposttren-to-satd-petitions"

Section &. Secticn 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required
for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1}
Except as provided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase
of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery,
apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or
supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess
of $10,000 or for the construction of any building, road, or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $10,000 or
for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of §25,000
shall be entered intc by a county governing body without
first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing
the same.

{2) The notice must be published in--ehe-afficiat
newspaper--of--tha--ssunty--ak~~-iteast--onee—-a-~week-—for--3

eonseccubive-—~weeka-—-pafora--the--dare-—-firxed--thersin——for
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receiving-bids as provided in [section 1].

{3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and
best responsible bidder.”

Section 7. Section 7-6-2326, MCA, is amended to read:

wj_6-2326. Transfer of cash balance in fund at close
of fiscal year. (1) After a public hearing, 1f the cash
balance remaining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the
several county funds except the school fund, exceeds the
amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess may be
transferred to other Eunds as the county commissioners
consider to be in the best interest of the county.

(2) Notice of the hearing must be given met-tess-than
ae—dnys-prior—te~the—hearing-by—pubiicatien—in——a——nevspaper
cf—-genera%-cireuiation-in—the—ceunty—and-by—pﬁsting—in—f{ve
pnb%&c-piaceaT—The—notice—must-state~—thev-dater--timeT——and

ptace—-sf~—ehe--hearing as provided in [section 1] and must

state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds.”

Section B. Section 7-6-2342, MCA, is amended to read:

w7-6-2342. Procedure to make expenditures and incur
liabilities in case of other emergencies. (1) In a public
emergency other than those described in 7-6-2341 and which
could not reasonably have been foreseen at the time of
making the budget, the board of county commissioners, by
uhanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the

time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had
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reasonable notice), shall adopt and enter upon their minutes
a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency
and the estimated amount of money required to meet the
emergency.

{2) The board shall publish the resolution, together

with a notice as provided in [section 1] that a public

hearing will be held on the resolution ae-the-time-and-pisce
designated-in-the-notice;-ence-in-the-offictat-newspaper——of
the--county--and--tf--ghare-—is-nonej-then-in-a-newspaper-of
generat-circutatisn—in-the-eounty--Fhe-hearing--may--not--be
iess—ehan—i—week—after—the—date-éf-pubiication.

(3) Any taxpayer or resident of the county may appear
at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure
of money for the alleged emergency.

(4) (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, if the
commissioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall
make and enter upon their official minutes, by unanimous
vote of all of the members of the board present at the
meeting, an order setting forth the facts constituting the
emergency, together with the amount of expenditure
authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of
subsection (4)(b}, the order is lawful authorization £for
them to expend such amount, but no more, for such purpoge.

‘(b) No expenditure may be made or liability incurred

pursuant to the order until 5 days. exclusive of the day of
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entry of the order, elapse.”
Section 9. Section 7-6-2605, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-6-2605, Call for payment of warrants drawing
interest. (1} When there is sufficient money to pay the
warrants drawing interest, the treasurer must give notice +n
same-—-newapaper——pubiished-—-in-—-his--county--or;-—-if-none-is
pubtished;-then-by-wrieten-notice-posted-upon-the-courthouse

door;-stating-eherein as provided in [section 1) that he is

ready to pay such warrants.

{2) In advertising warrants under the provisions of
this section in any newspaper, the <&treasurer must not
publish the warrants in detail but give notice only that
county warrants presented for payment prior to such date,
stated in the notice are payable. When only a part of the
warrants presented for payment on the same day are pavyable,
the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the
advertisement.

{3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from the
first publication or posting of such notice.

{4) (a) If such warrants be not re-presented for
payment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore
provided for is given, the fund set aside for the payment of
the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of
unpaid warrants next in order of registry.

{b) ‘The board of county commissioners may, on

410_
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application and presentation of warrants, properly endorsed,
which have been advertised, pass an order directing the
treasurer to pay them out of any money in the treasury nct
otherwige appropriated.”

Section i0. Section 7-8-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-101. Authorization to transfer property between
certain governmental entities. {1) A county, upon first
passing a resolution of intent to do so and upon giving
notice of such intent by publication anece-a-week-for-3I-weelks
tn-a-newspaper-pubtished-in-such-city;—towny-—or--eounty-—in

whieh--tccaeed as provided in [section 1], shall have power

te sell or trade to any city, town, or political
subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require,
any property, however held or acquired, which is not
necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an
ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, or
appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed according
to law. Such transactions shall be made by resolutlion of the
county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of
the regular or special meetings.

{2) A city or town, upon first passing a resolution of
intent to do sc and upon giving notice of such intent by
publication cnce a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published
in such clty or town or county in which located, shall have

power to sell or trade to any county or political
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subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require,
any property, however held or acquired, which is not
necessary for the conduct of the city or town business,
without an ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids,
or appraisal, Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed
according to law. Such transacticns shall be made by
resolution of the councils or commissions involved and
entered in the minutes of the regular or special meetings.

(3) (a) A county shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any city, town, or political subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased.

(b) A city or town shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any county or pelitical subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased."

Section 11, Section 7-8-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

n7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required
for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or
personal property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value
in excess of $2,500, the sale shall be at public auction at
the courthouse door after previcus notice given by
publication tma-a-newspaper-published--in--said--coeunty-—-Fhe
notice-ahati-be-pubitshed-once-a-weeik-for-4-suceessive-weeks

and--pasted--in-five-pubtic-ptaces-in-the-ceunty as provided

-12-
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in {section 1}."

Section 12. Section 7-8-2216, MCA, is amended to read:

»7-8-2216. Sale of county property to school district.
(1) The bhoard of county commissioners shall have the power
to sell directly to the school district, without the
necessity of a public auction, any real or personal
property, however acquired, belonging to the county and
which is not necessary to the conduct of the county's
business or the preservation of its property, for its
appraised value, which shall represent a fair market value
of such property.

{2) If the property to be sold to the school district
is reasonably of a value in excess of $2,500, notice of the
sale shall be given by publication in-a-newspaper-in-said
county:——The-notice-sha}}—be—pubiished-once--a-—weeh--fer——é
aysressive-—weeks--and—-posted-—in-five-pubtic-piaces-in-the

esunty as provided in (section 1]."

gection 13. Sectjon 7-8-2302, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-8-2302. Notice of sale of tax-deed lands. (1)
Fhirty--days*--netice Notice of the sale provided for in
7-8-2301 shall be given by publication #n--a--newspaper
printed—in—the-county7—Snch—noeéee—shaii—be—pnb}ished-cnce—a

weak--far-3-consecutive-weeks as provided in [section 1] and

shall also be posted in at least three public places in the

county.

-13-
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{2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the
county clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands
to be sold, the appraised value of the same, and the time
and place of sale. The fair market value as determined
under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale.™

Section 14. Section 7-8-2511, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The
board shall make an order for public auction of any lands
classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the £front
door of the county courthouse.

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a
notice in-a-newspaper-pubiished-in-the-county--once--a-—week
for—-3--eonsscutive--weeks--preceding-the-date-£fixed-for-+he
sater—-The-first-publication-of-the-netice-shatt-be-made-—not
more——than--36--days--prior-to-the-sate-dates-(f-there-is—no
newspaper—published-in-the-countys-the-netice-shati-be-given
by-pesting-coptes-at-three-of-the-mest-pubtic-ptacea-in--che
eounty--at-teast-20-days-but-net-mere-than-38-days-preceding

the-sate-date as provided in ({[section 1]. The notices

notice shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised
value thereof.

{3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised
value of the land, as fixed by the board. The sale shall be
for cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided

at least 20% of the purchase price shall be paid in cash.

-14-
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(4) The lessee, permittee, or licensee of any of the
lands then subject to a lease, permit, or license shall have
a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to
that bid by the highest bidder at the sale.”

Section 15. Section 7-11-228, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-11-228. Public hearings on proposed program --
notice. Notice of hearings shall be published once-each-week
for-at-taast-Z-weeka-preceding-a-hearingr-in--at--teast--one
newspaper-—of-—generat-eirentation-in-the-connty:-Fhe-natice
shati-state-the-time-and-pliace-of-the~hearing as provided in
[section 1]."

Section 16. Section 7-12-2153, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-12-215%., Notice of resolution for levyy and
assessment of tax -- protest and hearing. (1) A notice,
sigqned by the county-clerk and stating that the resolution
levying a special assessment to defray the cost of making
the improvements is on file 1in the office of the county
clerk and is subject to inspection, shall be published a#
imase--onece--in—-a--newspaper-pubilished-nearest-to-where-the

spectal-improvement-is-to-be-made as provided in [section

1].
(2) The notice shall state the time at and place in
which objections to the final adoption of the resolution

will be heard by the board of county commissioners. The time
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for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the second
publication of the notice."

Section 17. Section 7-13-145, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-145. Hearing and notice on tax 1levy for
operation and maintenance. (1) Not less than 30 days prior
to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance
of the system, the county commissioners will hold a public
hearing on the resolution.

(2} Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of
the hearing and-the-date-and—-prace--thereof--witt must be
given by the commissioners by publication in-a-newspaper
published-and-cireutated-in-the-county-wherein-the--diatriect
is-—-iloecated--once--a--week--far--J-sonsecutitve-weeks:~Fhe as

provided in [section 1], and notice shat: must also be

posted in three public places within the district.”

Section 18. Section 7-13-208, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-13-208. Notice of resoluticns of intention and
concurrence -- hearing., (1) The commissioners must give
notice of the passage of the resolution of intention and
resolution of concurrence, if applicable, and a notice
describing the general characteristics of the collection
system and proposed fees to be charged for the service,
designating the time and place where the commissioners will
hear and pass upon protests made against the operation of

the proposed district and stating that a description of the

-i6-
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boundaries far the proposed district is included in the
resolytion on file in the county clerk's office.

{(2) The notice shall be published in-the-newspaper
published-neare:t-to—the—piuee-vhere—the--preposed——disbréet
im--to--be--created--for--1@--consecutive--days—-in--a-daily
rewspaper-or-in-two-issues-of-a-weekiy-newspaper as provided

in [section 1] and shall alsg be posted in three public

places within the boundaries of the proposed district.

(3) A copy of the notice shall be mailed by

firae-crass-mait as provided in [section 2] to every person,

firm, or corporation having real property within the
proposed district listed upon tﬁe last completed assessment
list for county taxes the same day the notice is first
published.”

Section 19. Section 7-13-2304, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-13-2304. Notice of intention to levy tax. (1} When
the written estimate of the amount of money required has
been delivered to the board of county commissioners, said
voard shall give notice of its intention to levy and collect
a tax sufficient for the payment thereof.

{2) Such notice shall be giwven:

(a) by posting notice thereof in five public places
within the ccunty and within the boundaries of the lands

upon which the tax is to be levied;
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(b) by publishing a copy of the notice once-each-week
far-2-conseentive-weeks—in-a--newspaper—-publiished--in--each
county--wherein——the--district--ia--teeaced as provided in
[section 1]; and

(c) by forwarding, by reguiar--first-ciasa--mati--ar

regiatered--or--certified mail as provided in [section 2] at

least 10 days prior to the hearing provided for in
7-13-2306(4), a copy of the notice addressed to the owners
and‘the purchasers under contracts for deed of taxable real
property within the district as shown by the current
assessment book on file in the office of the assessor of the
county or counties the boundaries of which include taxable
real property of the district."

Section 20, Section 7-13-2345, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-13-2345. Hearing and notice on petition to .excilude
lan@. (1) Upon the filing o©of such petition with the
secretary of the district, he shall call a meeting of the
becard of directors of the district at a time not less than
25 days or more than 560 days after the filing of the
petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petitjon
to be published ence-each-week-for-2-consecutive-weeka-—in——a
newspaper-of-generat-etreuiation-pubtished-tn-each-county-in

which--the-—district-is-atetuated as provided in [section 1}.

Such notice shall also state the date of the filing of such
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petition and that the same will come on for hearing before
the board of directors of the district and-shaii--state-~the
time-af-che-hearing-and-the-piace-theresf.

{2) Any landowner or taxpayer within the district
shall have the right to appear at said hearing, either in
behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition.
Said petition shall come on for hearing before the board of
directors of the district at the time and place specified in
the notice of hearing.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), the
place of the hearing shall be the regular meeting place of
the board of directors of the district.

{b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more
convenient meeting place within the district.”

Section 21, Section 7-14-2706, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-14-2706, Notice of meeting. t+i+ The county clerk
shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of
the meeting and shall cause a notice thereof to be printed
tn--the--newapaper published neareat-to-the-vieinity-of-the
road:--Fhe-notice-shati-be-pubiished-for-3-consecutive-weeks

prior-to-the-time-of-the-meeting as provided in [section 1].

2+ The notice shall state ehe-time-and-place--of--the
meeting--amd in general terms the kind of construction or

improvement sought and the place of beginning, intermediate
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points, and termination."

Section 22. Section 7-14-2739, MCA, 1is amended to
read;:

"7-14-2739. Notice of preparation of assessment roll.
As soon as the assessment roll is reported and filed, the
board shall publish notice for-3i-censecutive--weeks--in-—the
nawspapers——in--whieh-notice—of-invitations-for-bids-for-the

contract-was-pubtished as provided in_[section _1]}. The

notice shall notify all persons interested that the
assessment roll has been filed and require them to appear at
the office of the board at the county seat at a time not
less than 15 days from the date of the last publication of
the notice to make objections.”

Section 23. Section 7-14-4630, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-14~4630. Notice for bids to lease parking facility.
(1) The notice required by 7-14-4629(1) shall consist of the

publication of a notice as provided in [section 1] inviting

bidsy-with~two-or-mere-insertions-thersafy-not-lesa—-than—-5
days--aparty;-——in--a-newspaper-of-general-etrculation-printed
and--pubitshed-—in--suech--ctty--or--city--and-~countyv---Fhe
pubiication—~shaii--be-cemmenced-not-iess-than-i5-days-prier
to-the-date-set-in-the-notice-for-the-opening-~-of-—~-bids-—-¥f
there--pe-—na--mnewspaper--of--generat-cirenlation-printed-or

pubtished-thereiny-notice-shati-pe-given—by--posting--cepies
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ef-said-netice-inviting-bids-in-ae-ieast-three-pubiic-piaces
tn--tha--city-or-city-and-eounty-not-iess—than-i5-days-prier
to-the-date-set-in-the-notice-for-the-cpening-of-bids.

(2} Such notice shall distinctly and specifically
describe the project and the facilities in connection
therewith which are to be leased, the period of time for
which said project is to be leased, and the minimum rental
to be paid under such lease."

Section 24. Section 7-15-2103, MCA, is amended to
read:

#7-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition, The notice
required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county's expense
by publishing a notice at-isast-if-days-preceding-the-day-on
uhieh—the*hcaring—is-te—bewheiGT-in—~u——newapapet——having——a
generni—«circuiution—-in——the»ceunty-ar7—iﬁ-thete-be-norsuch
newspape:T—by-pesting—such-a-notice-in—at—ieast-three—puhlic
piaces—uithin—the—caunty—at—ieaat—}ﬁ‘day:-preeeding—the—-day

an--which--the-hearing-is-to-be-held as provided in {section

1.

Section 25. Section 7-16-2324, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-16-2324. Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park
lands. (1) For the purposes of this section and part 25 of

chapter 8, lands dedicated to the public use Ffor park or

playground purposes under 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 or a similar
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statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically
conveying land to a governmental unit other than a county
are considered county lands.

(2) A cocunty may not sell, lease, or exchange lands
dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided
under this section and part 25 of chapter 8.

(3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any
county land dedicated to public use for park or playground
purposes, a county shall:

(a} compile an inventory of all public parks and
playgrounds within the county;

(b) prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of
outdoor recreation and open space within the county;

{c} determine that the propcsed sale, lease, or
exchange furthers or is consistent with the county's outdoor
recreation and open space comprehensive plan;

{d) publish notice as provided in [section 1] of

intention to sell, lease, or dispose of such lands, giving
the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding
such action;

(e) if the land is within an incorporated city or
town, secure the approval of the governing body thereof for
the action; and

{f) comply with any other applicable requirements

under part 25 of chapter 8.
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{4) Any revenue realized by a county from the sale,
exchange, or disposal of lands dedicated tc public use for
park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund
and used in the manner prescribed in 76-3-606 and 76-3-607
for cash received in lieuy of dedication."

Section 26. Section 7-21-3422, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7~-21-3422, Notice of intention to create fair
district -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to
create a fair district shall be published $n-twe-reguiar
weekly-issues-ef-a-newspaper—in-the--cosuntys--setring——-forth

the-date-on-whieh ag provided in [section 1], stating that a

hearing shall be had on the resclution by the taxpayers and
residents of the county and at-whieh--time that objections
will be heard.”

Section 27. Section 7-22-2212, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-22-2212., Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for
the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the
hearing in the following manner:

{1} notice is to be sent by certified mail to each
owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known
address és shown in the county records;

(2) notice is to be posted in at least three public

places within the proposed district; and
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(3) notice 1is to be published in-at-ieast-two-issues
of -a——newspaper-—of--ganerai--cireniation-—-in—-the--proposed
district; -—with-at-teast-7?-days-between-pabiications-and-the
first-pubiication-must--be--at--ieast--19--days--before-—the

hearing-date as provided in {section 1]."

Section 2B. Section 7-22-2446, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-22-2446. Hearing on petition for dissolution --
notice. Upon the filing of a petition for dissolution, the
board of county commissioners shall set a time for hearing
the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be mailed as

provided in [section 2] to all nonresident property owners

and purchasers under contracts for deed within the district
whose addresses are known, to be posted in at least three
public places within the district, and to be published at
teast-once-in-the-officrai-newspaper-of-the-councy-pubtiahed
itn-the~districty—the-poseting-and-pubiicatian-ta-be-at--teast

19--days--befare-the—date-ef-hearing as provided in [section

1]. Whenever the district is partly in one county and
partly in another county, notice must be posted in each
county, but posting need not be in three places in each
county, and notice must be published in the--effiectat
newspaper-af each county.”

Section 29. Section 7-33-2102, MCA, is amended to

read:
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#7.33-2102. Notice of hearing. The board shall. within
10 days after the receipt of the petition, give notice of
the hearing therecf at least 10 days prior te the hearing:
(1) by mailing a copy of the notice by-first-ciass

ma+t as provided in [section 2] to each freeholder in the

district at the address shown in the assessment roll;

{2) by causing notices of the time and place of such
hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public
places within the area proposed to be established as a fire
district; and

(3) by publishing the notice at-ieast-oncey--not--iess
than--}e—‘or-—more—-than-—29—-days——pricr-to—the-téme—of—the
hearingv—in—a—newspaper—reguiariy—pub}ished—in—the—caunty—in

uhi:h-such—propoaed-districb——és——situated as provided in

[section 11."

Gection 30. Section 7-34-2153, MCA, is amended to
read:

w7-34-2153, Hearing on petition [or annexation --
notice. (1) At the first regular meeting after the
presentation of said petition, said board of county
commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be
published in-two-successive—issues-of-a-newspaper--pubiished

im--the--eouney as provided in {section 1] prior to the date

fixed by said board for the hearing of said petition, which

date shall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such
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petition.

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any additional area or territory in said
district.”

Section 31, Section 7-34-2157, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-34-2157. Hearing on petition for withdrawal --
notice. (1) The board of county commissioners shall, upon
the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of
such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more than
4 weeks after the receipt thereof.

(2) Any interested person may appear at said hearing
and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion
from said district.

(3} The board shallj--at--least-Z-waeks-prisr-ta-the
time-so-fixeds publish 2 notice of such hearing &n--~two
auccessive-—issues-of-a-newapaper-publiished-in-the-ecounty as

provided in [sectjon 1]."

Section 32, Section 7-34-2162, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-34-2162. Hearing on petition for dissolution -~
notice. Upon the filing of such petition, the beard of

county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same
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and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least
three separate public places within said district for at
least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The notice shall also be
published fer-at-lteast-two-successive-issuss-in-a--newspaper
pubitashed-in-the-¢county-prior—te-suech-hearing as provided in
[section 1}.,"

Section 33. Section 7-35-2102, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-35-2102, Notice of hearing cn creation of district.
{1) The board of county commissioners shall cause notice to
be given of the time and place of said hearing by
publication as prescribed-by-taw—for-not-itess-than--2-—-weeks

prior—-to--the-time-of-said-heartng provided in [section 1].

{2) Said notice shall state that any perscn residing
in or owning property within said propesed district or
within any existing cemetery district, any part of the
territory of which is described in said petition, may appear
before said board at the hearing and show cause why the
district should not be c¢reated or the proposed boundaries
changed."

Section 34, Section 7-35-2115, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of
boundaries, (1) At the first regular meeting after the

presentation of said petition, said board of county
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commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be
published aecerding-to-taw-for-2-weeks-prier-to-the-date--to
be--fixed--by-said-beard-for-the—hearing-of-said-petition as

provided in [section 1].

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider
said petiticon and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any property in said district.

(3) Said board shall have the power, by order entered
on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in
part and to alter the boundaries of said public cemetery
district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said
territory described in said petition as will be benefited
thereby.”

NEW SECTION. Section 35. <Codification instruction.
Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an integral
part of Title 7, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to
sections 1 and 2.

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Severability. If a part of
this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from
the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is
invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains
in effect in all valid applications that are severable from
the invalid applications.

-End-
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NEW SECTION, Section 40. Codification instruction.
Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be ccdified as an integral
part of Title 7, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to
sections 1 and 2.

NEW SECTION. Section 41. Severability. If ~a part of
this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from
the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is
invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains
in effect in all valid applications that are severable from
the invalid applications.

-End-

-33- SB 130
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and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion
from said district.

(3) The board shally-ae-teast-I--weeka--pricr--ta~-—che
eime—-sa--Fixedy publish a notice of such hearing in-ewe
sueeessive-tasnes-asf-a-newspaper-pubtished-in-ehe-counety as

provided in [section 1]."

Section 37. Section 7-34-2162, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-34-2162. Hearing on petition for dissolution --
notice. Upon the filing of such petition, the board of
county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same
and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least
three separate public places within said district for at
least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The notice shall also be
published £er-at-ieast-two-succeasive-issues-in-a-newspaper
published~-tn-the-county-prior-te-such-hearing as provided in
[section 1]."

Section 38. Section 7-35-2102, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-35-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district.
{1) The board of county comuissioners shall cause notice to
be given of the time and place of said hearing by
publication as preseribed-by-taw-for-net-tesa-than-2-weeks

prior-co~the-time-af-said-hearing provided in [section 1].

{2y Said notice shall state that any person residing
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in or owning property within said proposed district or
within any existing cemetery districtr, any part of the
territory of which is described in said petiticn, may appear
before said board at the hearing and show cause why the
district should not be created or the proposed boundaries
changed."

Section 19. Section 7-35-2115, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of
boundaries. (1) At the first regqular meeting after the
presentation of said petition, said board of county
commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be
published according-te-iaw-for-2-weeks-prior-to-the-date-te
be-fixed-by-satd-board-far-ehe-hearing-of-satd--petition as

provided in [section 1].

{2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any property in said district.

(3) Said board shall have the power, by order entered
on it$ minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in
part and to alter the boundaries of said public cemetery
district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said
territory described in said petition as will be benefited

thereby."

-32- 5B 130



10
i1
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0130/02

hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public
places within the area proposed to be established as a fire
district: and

{3) by publishing the notice at-ieast-ence;--not--iess
than--18-—-or--more~-rhan—-24--days--prier-vto-the-time-ecf~the
hearing;—itn-a-newspaper-reguiariy-pubtished-in-the-county-in

which-such-proposed-distriect--ta--attuated as provided in

[section 1]."

SECTION 34. SECTION 7-34-2107, MCA, IS AMENDED TO

READ:
"7-34-2107. Notice of hearing. +33 A notice of the
hearing required by 7-34-2106 shall be published in-a
aewapaper-naving-genergi-ctrentation~in-the-territory-within
the-boundaries-af-che-proposed-hospital-diatrict--onece--each
wesk-—for--~at--least--Z-weeksy-the-tasc-publtcation-to-be-at
teast~-2-weeks-before-the-hearing--ff-there-is--no-—newapaper
having--generat-—cireniatien—~within--the--boundartes-of-the
proposed-hespitat-distriety-rhe-notiea-sf-hearing--ashaii--be
posted-in-at-teasr-chree-pubtic-ptaces-within-che-boundartes
sf-the-propoasd-districe-—for-2-weeks-pafare-the-hearsngs
t23--The--nsrtee-shati-seate-the-time;-dace;-praces-and
purpese-of -tha-—hearing; -desertbe-—the--boundaries—-of-—the
propased-—hoapitat—-distriee;-—~and--state-—that--any--person
reatding-tn-or-owntng-property-within-che-propssed--hosprta:r

diatriet——may--appear--tn-suppart-ef-osr-rn-oppesition-re—che
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peticiton-at-such-neartng as provided in [section 1]."

Section 35. Section 7-34-2153, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

“7-34-2153. Hearing on petition for annexation --
notice. (1) At the first regular meeting after the
presentation of said petition, said board of county
commissioners shall cause notice of said petition ta be
published in-two-suceessive-issues-of-a-newspaper-pubiished

tn-the-eeuney as provided in [section 1] prior to the date

fixed by said board for the hearing of said petition, which
date shall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such
petition.

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any additional area or territory in said
district."

Section 36. Section 7-34-2157, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-34-2157. Hearing on petition Ffor withdrawal --
notice. (1) The board of county commissioners shall, upon
the f£iling of such a petition, Fix a time Fcr the hearing of
such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more than
4 weeks after the receipt thereof.

{2) Any interested person may appear at said hearing
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SECTION 31. SECTION 7-22-2406, MCA, IS AMENDED TO

READ:

"7-22-2406. Notice of hearing on petition to create
district. (1) ff-addressess-are-known;-the The commissioners
shall cause notice of the hearing provided for in 7-22-2403

to be mailed as provided in [section 2] to each nonresident

owner and purchaser under contract for deed of taxable real
and personal property within the proposed district.

{2} The commissiconers shall cause notice to be posted
in three public places within the district. Whenever the
district is partly in one county and partly 1in another
county, notice must be posted in each county but posting
need not be in three places in each county.

{3) The commissioners shall also cause notice to be
given of the time and place of the hearing and the methods
of objection by publication in-a-newspaper-within-or-nearest

to-the-diserist-and; as provided in_ {section 1], in each

county if the district is partly in one county and partly in
another countyr. +A-—a--newspaper--in-each-countyr;-tf-sueh
newspaper-extsca--Fhe-publicarion-muat--be——for-—two--weekly
tssuess
t4}--Posting-and-£firsr-pubticarion-shati-bhe-ar-tease-149
days-before-the-hearingz"
Section 32. Section 7-22-2446, MCA, is amended <to

read:
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"7-22-244p, Hearing on petition for dissoluticn --
notice. Upcn the filing of a petition for dissolution, rcne
board of county commissicners shall set a time for hearing
the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be mailed as

provided in [section 2] to all nonresident property owners

and purchasers under contracts for deed within the district
whose addresses are known, to be posted in at least cthree
public places within the district, and to be published ac
teant-onee~in-the-officiati-newspaper-of-the-csunty-pubiisrmed
in-the-district7-the-posting-and-publicacien-co-be-ar--leass

18--days-—-before-the-date-of-heartng as provided in [secrion

l]. Whenever the district is partly in one county and
partly in another county, notice must be posted in each
county, but posting need not be in three places in each
county, and notice must be published in the--efftetal
newspaper-of each county."

Section 33. Section 7-33-2102, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-33-2102. Notice of hearing. The board shiall, witnin
10 days after the receipt of the petition, give notice of
the hearing thereof at least 10 days prior te the hearing:

(1) by mailing a copy of the notice by-first-ciass

matt as provided in [secticon 2] to each freehclder in the

district at the address shown in the assessment roll;

{2) by causing notices of the time and place of such
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under this section and part 25 of chapter 8.

(3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any
county land dedicated to public use for park or playground
purpeses, a county shall:

(a) compile an inventory of all public parks and
playgrounds within the county;

(b} prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of
outdoor recreation and open space within the county;

(c) determine that the proposed sale, lease, or
exchange furthers or 1s consistent with the county's outdoor
recreation and open space comprehensive plan;

(d) publish notice as_ provided in [section 1] of

intenticn to sell, lease, or dispose of such lands, giving
the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding
such action;

(e) if the land is within an incorporated city or
town, secure the approval of the governing body thereof for
the action; and

(E} comply with any other applicable regquirements
under part 25 of chapter 8.

{4) Any revenue realized by a county from the sale,
exchange, or disposal of lands dedicated to public use for
park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund
and used in the manner prescribed in 76-3-606 and 76-3-607

Eor cash received in lieu of dedication."”
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Section 29. Section 7-21-3422, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-21-3422. Notice o©of intenticn to create Fair
district =~ hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to
create a fair distriet shall be published in—-twe--reguiar
weekiy*-issues--oE——a—newspapet—in-the*caunty;—setbing-forth

the-date-on-which as provided in [section 1], stating that a

hearing shall be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and
tesidents of the county and at-whiech-time that objections
will be heard."

Section 30. Section 7-22-2212, MCA, is amepnded to
read:

"7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for
the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the
hearing in the following manner:

(1) notice is to be sent by certified mail to each
owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known
address as shown in the county records;

(2} notice is to be posted in at least three public
places within the proposed district; and

{3) notice is to be published in-at-}east--twe--—iasuas
af-—a——newspaper--oE—~genefui~—cireuiation—-tn—‘the—prcposed
districty-with-at-iease-7-days-between-pubitcation;—and—-the
firas--pubiiecation--muat--be-—at--teast--16--days-before-rhe

hearimg-date as provided in [section 1]."
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board shall publish notice fes-3-censecucive-weeks-in-rhe
newspapers-in-which-notice-of-invieaerens-far-bids-—~for--the

contract--was--pubiished as provided in {section 1]. The

notice shall notify all persons interested that the
assessment roll has been filed and require them to appear at
the office o©of the board at the county seat at a.time nec
iess than 15 days from the date of the last publication of
the notice to make abjections.”

Section 26. Section 7-14-4630, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-14-4630. Notice for bids te lease parking facility.
{l) The notice required by 7-14-4629(1) shall consist of the

publication of a notice as provided in [section 1] inviting

bidsy--wrth--two-6r-more-inserttenas-theresf;-not-tess-than-5
dayas-aparty—in-a-—newspaper-of--genesrai--circutation--printed
and---published--tn--sdech--eity--er--etty--and--eccunty--~Fhe
pubtication-shati-be-commenced-not-teas-than-i5--days--pries
to--the--date--set-rn-the-nettee—for-the-opening-of-brda;-1f
there-be-no-newspaper—-of--generai--cireztatton--princed--or
published--therein;-—netice-shati-be-given-by-posting-captres
eof-aatd-notice—tnviting-bids-in-mt-teasc-rhree-publtie-praces
in-the-eiey-or-city-and-county-not-iess-than-i5--daya--prior
to-rhe-dace-aset-in-the-notice-for-the-opening-af-btda.

(2) Such notice shall distinctly and specifically

describe the project and the facilities in <connection
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therewith which are to be leased, the period of time for
which said project is to be leased, and the =inimum rental
to be paid under such leage.”

Section 27. Section 7-15-2103, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-15-2103., HNotice of hearing on petition. The notice
required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county's expense
by publishing a notice at-ieasr-i8-days-preceding-che-day-on
which--the-~hearing--ia-~to-be-heid;-in-a-—newspaper-having-a
genergi-cireutacion-in-the-county-ors-if-chere--pe—-no--auch
fewspapery-by-peosting-such-a-notice-in-at-ieast-three-pubtte
piaces-——within-the-county-at-tease-i8-days-preceding-the-day

en-which-the-hearing-ts-to-be-hetd as provided in ([section

1]."

Section 28, Section 7-16-2324, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-16-2324, Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park
lands. {1l) For thée purposes of this section and part 25 of
chapter 8, lands dedicated to the public use for parx or
playground purposes under 76-3-686 and 76—3-607 or a similar
statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically
conveying land to a governmental unit other than a county
are considered county lands.

(2) A county may not sell, lease, or exchange lands

dedicated for park or playground purpdses except as provided
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newspaper-of-gensrat-erreutation—pubtished-in-each-county-in

whieh-—the--distrier—+ta-steunated as provided in [section 1).

Such notice shall also state the date of the filing of such
petition and that the same will come on for hearing before
the board of directors of the district and-shaii--atate~-the
time-of-the-hearing-and-the-ptace-theresf.

{(2) Any landowner or taxpayer within the districe
shall have the right to appear at said hearing, either in
behalf c¢f or in opposition te the granting of said petition.
Said petition shall come on for hearing before the board of
directors of the district at the time and place specified in
the notice of hearing.

(3) {(a) Except as prowvided in subsection (3)(b), the
place of the hearing shall be the regular meeting place of
the board of directors of the district.

{b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more
convenient meeting place within the distriect."

SECTION 23. SECTION 7-13-2506, MCA, IS AMENDED TG

READ:

"7-13-2506. Notice of petition and hearing. Upon
receipt of a duly certified petition, the hoard of county
commissioners shall cause the text of the petition to be
published ence-a-week-for-ar-ieaae-3-consecutive-weeks-in-a
newspapar-ef-general-ctrentacion-within-the-county-where—rhe

petrrion-ta-presented as provided in [Section 1. it any
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portion of the proposed district lies in another county, the
petition and notice shall 1likewise be published in that
county. No more than five names attached to the petition
shall appear in the publication and notice, but the number
of signatures shall be stated. With-the-publication-of-—the
petitiony;——there--shaii-be-pubtished-a-notice-sf-the-time-of
the-meering-of-the-connty-commissioners—-when--the--petteieon
witl--be-considersdr-stating-that-ati-perscas-incerestead-may
appear-and-be-peard:"

Section 24. Section 7-14-2706, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-14-2706. Notice of meeting. +%3+ The ¢ounty clerk
shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of
the meeting and shall cause a notice thereof to be printed
tn-the-newsapaper published nearest-to-the--vicintty--of--thae
roadr--Phe-notrce-shalti-be-pubiished-for-I-consecutive-weeks

prior~to-ehe-time-of-the-mesting as provided 1n [secticn 1].

t2% The notice shall state the~time-and-ptace-of-the
meetimg-and in general cterms the kind of c¢onstruction or
improvement sought and the place of beginning, intermediate
points, and termination,"

Section 25. Section 7-14-2739%, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-14-2739. Notice of preparation of assessment rell.

As soon as the assessment roll is reported and <filed, the
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(1) The text of the petition referred to in 7-13-2204 shall
be published eonee--each--week-far-2-conmsecutive-weeks-in-a

newspaper-printed-and-pubtished as provided in [section 1}

in every county in which said territory liesy-tegether-with
a-nottce-stating-the-time-of-the-meeting-at-which-same--wiii
be-presented.

{2) The--first--publticacion--shati-ba-ar-teast-2-weeks
before-the-time~-ae-which-the-petition-is-—-to—-be--presenceds:
When contained upon more than one instrument, one copy only
of such petition need be published. Bo more than five of the
names attached to said petition need appear in such
publiication o©of said petition and notice, but the number of
signers shall be stated.

$3)--With-such-publtication-there-shait-be--published--a
netice--af--the--time-—of-the-meeting-of-the-board-when-such
petitian-will-be-constdered-and-that-ati-persona-—-interested
tharein-may—-then-appear-and-be-heards"

Section 21. Section 7-13-2304, MCA, 1s amended to
read:

"7-13-2304, MNotice of intention to levy tax. (1) When
the written estimate of the amount of money required has
been delivered to the board of county commissioners, said
board shall give notice of its intention to levy and collect
a tax sufficient for the payment thereof.

(2) Such notice shall be given:
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ta) by posting notice therecf in five public places
within the ccuncty and within the boundaries o©f the landsg
upon which the tax is to be levied:

{b) by publishing a copy of the notice ence-each-waek
for-2-ssnsecutive-weeks-in-a--newspaper--puisitished--tn--ecach

county—-wherern--the-—districe-—~ts——tacated as provided in

[section 1]; and
{c} by forwarding, by regutar--first-cisass--maii--or

registered--ar-—careified mail as provided in {secticn 2] at

least 10 days prior to the hearing provided for in
7-13-2306(4)., a copy of the notice addressed to the owners
and the purchasers under contracts for deed of taxable real
property within the district as shown by the current
assessment book on file in the office of the assessor of the
county or counties the boundaries of which include taxable
real property of the district.”

Section 22. Section 7-13-2345, MCR, is amended to
read:

"7-13-2345. Hearing and notice on petition to exclude
land. (1) Upon the filing of such petition with che
secretary of the district, he shall call a meeting of the
board of directors of the district at a time not less than
25 days or more than 50 days after the £filing of the
petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition

to be published once-sach-week-for-2-consecutive-weeka-in--a
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the improvements is on f£ile in the <office of the county
clerk and is subject to inspection, shall be published at

tease-snee—in-a-nawapaper-publtshed--nearesat--to--where-—the

speetat--improvement——ia--to-be-made as provided in [section
1j.

(2) The notice shall state the time at and place in
which objections to the final adoption of the resoclution
will be heard by the board of county commissicners. The time
for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the second
publication of the notice."

Section 18. Section 7-13-145, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-145. Hearing and notice on tax levy for
operation and maintenance. (1) Not less than 30 days prior
to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance
of the system, the county commissioners will hold a public
hearing con the resolution.

{2) Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of
the hearing and--the--date--and-prace-theresf-witt must be
given by the commissioners by publication ita--a-—newspaper
pubttshed--nnd-eireatated-in-che-county-wherein-ehe-diarriece
ta-lseated-once-a-weak--for--3--consecutive--weeka:--Fhe as

provided in [section 1], and notice shatt must also be

posted in three public places within the district.”
Section 19. Section 7-13-208, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-13-208. Notice of resocluticns of intention and
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ceoncurrence ~-- hearing. (1) The commissioners must give
notice vf the passage of the resoluticon of intention and
resolution of concurrence, 1f applicable, and a notice
describing the general characteristics of the collection
system and proposed fees to be charged for the service,
designating the time and place where the commissioners will
hear and pass upon protests made against the operation of
the proposed district and stating that a description of the
boundaries for the proposed district 1is included in the
resolution on file in the county clerk's office.

(2) The notice shall be published in--the--nawapapesr
pHbitaned--nearese~—to-the-prace-where-the-propesed-district
ta-te--be--created--for--16--consecutive--days--in--a--daiiy
newapaper-sr-in-two-issues-of-a-weekiy-newspaper as provided

in [section 1} and shall alsc be posted in three public

places within the boundaries of the proposed district.

{3) A copy of the notice shall be mailed by
first-ctasa-maii as provided in {secrion 2] to every person,
firm, or corporation having real propercy within the
proposed district listed upon the last completed assessment
list for county taxes the same day the notice is first
published.”

SECTION 20. SECTION 7-13-2205, MCA, IS AMENDED TQ

READ:

"7-13-2205. Notice of petition =-- hearing required.
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at least 20% of the purchase price shall be paid in cash.

{4} The lessee, permittee, or licensee of any of the
lands then subiject to a lease, permit, or license shall have
a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to
that bid by the highest bidder at the sale."

Section 15. Section 7-11-22B, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-11-228. Public nearings on proposed program --
notice. Notice of hearings shall be published enece-each-weeki
for-—-ar--teast-—2-weeks-preceding-a-hearing;-in-ac-teast-one
newspaper-eof-generali-cireniacion-tn-the-eoaney---Fhe--notice
shati-state-the-time-and-piaca-eof-the-hearing as provided in
[section 1§."

SECTION 16. SECTION 7-12-2105, MCA, IS AMENDED TO

"7-12-2105. ©Notice of resolution of intention Lo
create district -- .hearinq. {1} Upon having passed the
resclution of intention pursuant to 7-12-2103, the board of
county commissioners must gtve publish notice of the passage

of such resclution of intention as provided in {section 1].

(2) Phs-—noerice-must—be-published--for--ib--consecustve
days--in——a--datiy-—newspaper--or-—in-ewe-issues-sf-a-weekty
newspaper——-pubkished--nearest--to--the--ptrace---where---guach
improvemenc——~dispriet-ta-to-be-=reateds The board shall also
cause a copy of such notice to be posted in three public

places within the boundaries of such spécial improvement
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district. A copy of such notice shall be mailed as provided

in_|section 2] to every person, firm, or corporatcion or the
agent of such person, firm, or corporation owning real

property within the proposed district listed in his name
upon the last completed assessment roll for state, county,
and school district taxesy—--~at--his—-iast--known-piace-sf
residencey-upon-the~same-day-such-notice-is-firat--published
or-posted.

(3) Such notice must describe the general characrer of
the improvement or improvements so proposed to be made or
acquired by purchase, state the estimated cost thereof, and
designate the time when and the place where the board will
hear and pass upon all protests that may be made against the
making or maintenance of such improvements or the creation
of such district. The notice shall refer to the resolution
on file in the office of the county clerk for the
description of the boundaries. If the proposal is for the
purchase of an exlisting improvement, the notice shall state
the exact purchase price of such existing improvement.”

Section 17. Secticn 7-12-2159, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-12-2159. Notice of resolution for levy and
assessment of Ltax -- protest and hearing. (1) A notice,
signed by the county clerk and stating that the resolution

levying a special assessment to defray the cost of making
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and-peated-in-five-pubite-places-in-the-couney as _provided
in [section 1]."

Section 12. Section 7-8-2216, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-2216. Sale of county property to school distriet.
{1) The board of county commissioners shall havelthe power
to sell directly toc the school district, without the
necessity of a public auction, any real or personal
property,. however acquired, belonging to the county and
which is not necessary to the conduct of the county's
business or the preservation of its property, for its
appraised wvalue, which shall represent a fair market value
of such property.

(2) If the property to be sold to the school district
is reascnably of a value in excess of $2,500, notice of the
sale shall be given by publication tn-a-—-newapaper--in--said
esantys——-Fhe-—nottece—-shaii--pe-pubitshed-once-a-wenk-for-4
succeassive-wenrks-and-posted-in-five--pubtitc—-ptaces—-in--the

eceunty as provided in [sectjon 11]."

Section i13. Section 7-8-2302, MCA, 1z amended to read:
"7-8-2302, Notice of sale of tax-deed lands. (1)
Fhirey-daysti-notice Notice of the sale provided Efor in
7-8-2301 shall be given by publication #n--a-newspaper
printed-in-che-sonntys-Such-notice-shati-be-pubiiahed-once-a

week-for-3-conseentive-weeks as provided in {section 1] and

shall also be posted in at least three public places in the
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county.

(2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the
county clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands
to be sold, the appraised value of the same, and the time
and place of sale. The fair market value as determined
under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale.™

Section 14. Section 7-B-2511, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands, (1) The
board shall make an order for publiec auction of any lands
classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the front
door of the county courthouse.

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a
notice in--a--newapaper-pubilished-in-the-county-once-s-wesk
for-J-consecutive-werks-preceding-the-—-date-—-fived-—-for—-the
sniec-—-Phe-first-pubtteation-af-the-notrce-shati-be-made-nae
more-than-30~-days-prior-te-the-zate-date:—~if-—there—-ia--nmna
newapaper-pablished-in-the-countyr-the-netice-shati-be-given
by--posting-coptes-at-three-of-the-moat-pubtic-piacea-in-the
connty-at-teasr-28-days-bhue-not-more-than-36-days--preceding

the--sate~-date as provided in [section 1]. The netices

notice shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised
value thereof,

(3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised
value cof the land, as fixed by the hoard. The sale shall be

for cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided
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(b) The board of county commissioners may, on
applicaticn and presentatlon of warrants, properly endorsed,
which have been advertised, pass an corder directing the
treasurer to pay them cut of any money in the treasury not
otherwlse appropriated.”

Section 10. Section 7-8-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-101. Authorization tg transfer property Dbetween
certain governmental entities. (1) A county, upon first
passing a resoclution of intent to do so and upon giving
notice of such intent by publication ence-a-week-for—-3I-weeks
tn-—a--newspaper——pubitshad-in-such-ettyr-town;-or-couney—in

whieh-tocated as provided in [section 1], shall have power

to sell or trade to any city, town, or political
subdivision, as the interests of 1its inhabitants require,
any property, however held or acquired, which 1is not
necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an
ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, or
appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed according
to Law. Such transactions shall be made by resclution of the
county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of
the reqular or special meetings.

(2) A city or town, upon first passing a resolution of
intent to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by
publication conce a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published

in such city or town or county in which located, shall have
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power to sell or trade to any county or political
subdivision, as the interests cf its inhabitants reqguire,
any property, however held or acguired, which 1is not
necessary for the conduct of the c¢ity or town Dbusiness,
without an ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids,
or appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall ke distributed
according to law. Such transacticons shall be made by
resolution of the councils or commissicons involved and
entered in the minutes of the regular or special meetings.

(3) (a) A county shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any city, town, or political subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased.

(b) A city or town shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any county or political subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased."

Section 11, Section 7-8-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction reguired
for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or
percsonal property scught to be sold is reasonably of a value
in excess of 52,500, the sale shall be at public auction at
the courthouse door after previous notice given by
publication in--a--newspaper--published-in-satd-eeunty--The

nattee-3hati-be-published-once-a-week-for-4-successive-weeks
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time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had
reasonable notice), shall adopt and enter upon their minutes
a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency
and the estimated amount of money required to meet the
emergency.

{2) The board shall publish the resolution, together

with a notice as provided in [section 1] that a public

hearing will be held on the resolution at-the-time-and-ptace
destgnated-—in-the-nericer-oncea-in-the-cffietai-newspaper-of
the-county-and-tf-there-ta-noney;——then-—in--a--newspaper--of
generat--cirentation—-in--the-countys--fhe-hearing-may-not-be
tass-than-i-week-after~the-dace—of-pubiieation.

(3) Any taxpayer or resident of the county may appear
at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure
of money for the alleged emergency.

{4) (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, if the
commissioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall
make and enter upon their official minutes, by unanimous
vote of all of tne members cf the board present at the
meeting, an order setting forth the facts constituting the
emergency, cogether with the amount of expenditure
authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of
subsection (4){(b), the order is lawful authorization for
them to expend such amount, but no more, for such purpose.

(o) No expenditure may be made or liabllity incurred
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pursuant to the order until 5 days, exclusive of the day of
entry of the order, elapse.”

Section 9. Section 7-6-2605, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-6-2605. Ccall for payment of warrants drawing
interest. (1) When there is sufficient money to pay the
warrants drawing interest, the treasurer must give notice in
some-nawspaper-pubiished--in-—-his-—connty--o9r;-—-if--none-—ia
pubitshed;-then-by-written-notice-posted-upon-the-conrthouse

doary——stattng-therein as provided in [section 1] that he is

ready to pay such warrants.

{2) In advertising warrants under the provisions of
this section in any newspaper, the treasurer must not
publish the warrants in detail but give notice only that
county warrants presented for payment pricr to such date,
stated in the notice are payable. When only a part of the
warrants presented for payment on the same day are payable,
the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the
advertisement.

(3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from che
first publication or posting of such notice.

(4) (a) If such warrants be not re-presented Efor
payment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore
provided for is given, the fund set aside for the payment of
the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of

unpaid warrants next in order of registry.

-10- 8B 130



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SB 0130/02

such--kaaritngr--tn--thres--publie--places--in--tme-ccuncy-or

counties as provided in [sectiocn 11.

t2y--5atd-netice-snart-atther-conrain-a--copy-——of—-satd
petitiony--with-—the--aignactures--smiceedy--or-a-copy-cf-che
resatution-of-intent-passed-sy-rhe-haard-or-bearda-of-county
commiasioners-and-shati-stare-the-time-and-pitace--fixed--for
hearing-—the-—same-and-that-on-such-hearitngr-any-taxpayer-of
the-county-may-appear-and-be--keard--in--support--of--er--in
opposttion-to-said-patitions”

Section 6. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required
for certain large purchases or construction contracts, (1}
Except as provided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase
of any wvehicle, rtoad machinery, or other machinery,
apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or
supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess
of $10,000 or for the construction of any building, rdad, or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $10,000 or
for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $25,000
shall be entered into by a county governing body without
first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing
the same.

{2) The notice must be published #tn--ehe—-offieinl

newapaper--of--the-—¢ounty--at--teast--once--a--week--&or--3
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consecutive--weeks--before--the--date-—-fixed-—--tharern---for

recerving-prds as provided in {section 1].

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and
hest responsible bidder.”

Section 7. Section 7-6-2326, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-6-2326. Transfer of cash balance in fund at close
of fiscal year. (1) After a public hearing, if the cash
balance remaining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the
several county funds except the school fund, exceeds the
amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess may be
transferred to other funds as the counfy commissioners
consider to be in the best interest of the county.

{2) Notice of the hearing must be given not-iess--than
36--days~-prior—te-the-hearing-by-pubtication-in-a-newapaper
of-generat-crrentation—in—the-county-and-by-posting—in--fige
pub}ie——piace::——?he——ncgéce——mu:t-:tate-the—dateT—time7~and

piace-of-the-kearing as provided in  [section 1] and must

state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds."

Section 8. Section 7-6=-2342, MCaA, is amended to read:

"7-6-2342. Procedure to make expenditures and incur
liabilities in case of other emergencies. (1) In a public
emergency other than those described in 7-6-2341 and which
could not reasonably have been foreseen at the time of
making the budget, the board of county commissicners, by

unanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the
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petteteny——at--whicsh--kime any registered electors of the

county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon.

‘FPhe--natice--shatri~-pe-pubiished-ence-a-waep-£for-2-aneacessive

weeks-immediarely-fortewing-the-making-of-che-orderc"
Section 4. Section 7-2-275%6, MCA, is amended té read:
"7-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (1) No real
estate may be sold by the board ©of county commissioners
unless the property has been appraised within 1 vyear
immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who
reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished
county and who were appointed by the judge of the district
court to which the county 1s attached, on petition of the
board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be
made at public sale, and notice shall be published in-the
offtctat~newspaper—of-the-county-once-a-wesk-for-at-teast—-2
weeks--immediatety-prisr-te-the-date-for-heiding-the-same as

provided in [section 1]. No such real estate shall be sold

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof.
(2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold
shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the
purchaser thereof may pay the same in four installments, the
first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase
price, to be paid at the time of purchase, with the
remainder to be paid 1n three equal annual installments with

interest therecn at not less than 5% per annum, Whenever
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the purchase price of any real estate is to be paid in
installments, the board shall enter into a contract with the
purchaser thetreof, and such contract shall be recorded in
the office of the county clerk. When payment in full has
been made for real estate, the chairman of the board shall
execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the
purchaser or his successor in interest.

t3) All real estate sold, with any improvements
thereon, shall be subject to assessment and taxation
annually to the purchaser or his successor in interest at a
value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof
until the purchase price 1is fully paid, when such real
estate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all
improvements placed on any such real estate after its
purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxaticn at the
full cash value thereof."

Section 5. Section 7-4-2307, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2307. Notice of hearing. ¢t} The county clerk or
clerks shall cause notice of the hearing reguired by
7-4-2306 to be published one-time-in-the-official-newspaper
of-the-countyr-which-publication-must-be-at--teast—-18-~days
bafore--the--date-—set--far--said--hearings--if--there-ia-noc
newspaper-of-generat-circutation-printed--and--pubiished--in
said--county;-—-then-such-notiece-musc-be-posted-by-the-eouney

cterik-or-aterka;-ar-ieast-i@-days-before-the--date--aset—-for

~6- SB 130
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taken; and

{d) any other information required by the specific
section requiring notice by publication.

(7) A published notice required by law may be
supplemented by a radio or television broadcast of the
notice in the manner prescribed in 2-3~105.

MEW SECTION. Section 2. Mail notice. (1) Unless
otherwise gpecifically provided, whenever a local government
unit other than a municipality is required to give notice of
a hearing or other cfficial act by mail, the requirement may
be met by:

{a) deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the
United States mail with postage paid at the first-class
rate;

(b) sending the notice by certified mail rather than
first class; or

(c} mailing the notice at the bulk race instead of
first class if notice is to be given by mail to all electors
or residents of the affected local government unit.

(2) The notice shall contain:

(a} the date, time, and place of the hearing or other
action;

{b) a brief statement of the action tc be caken;

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who

may be contacted for further information on the action to be
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taken; and

{(d) any other information required by the speciiic
section requiring mail notice.

(3) When notice by mail is required, the requirement
applies only to persons whose addresses are known,

Section 3. Section 7-2-2704, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2704. Hearing on petition by county commissioners
-- notice. {1) Whenever any such petition 1is presented to
the board of county commissioners o©f a county with a
certificate of the election administrator attached thereto
and showing that the petition has been signed by not less
than 35% of the registered electors of the county whose
names appear upon the registration records of the county, as
provided in 7-2-2702 and 7-2-2703, the board shall,
immediately upon presentation of the petition, make and
enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering
and taking final action on the petition. The date for £final
action shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after
the date when the order is made,

(2) The beoard shall cause a notice to be published =zn

the-sffietat-newapaper-af-the-eaunty as provided in [section

1] to the effect that the petition has been presented to the
board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the
county and that the-beard-will-meet-at-the-time-specifiad-in

ehe-arder-for-sanstdering-and-taking-—-£inat--sceron--an——ehe

—-4-, 5B 130
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APPROVED BY COMM.

ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SENATE BILL NO. 130

INTRODUCED BY HARDING, POFF, HANNAH, REGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDR: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN
MUNICIPALITIES: AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2-2756,
7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6~2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101,
7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2105,
7-12-2159, 7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2205, 7-13-2304,
7-13-2345, 7-13-2506, 7-14-2706, 7-14-2739, 7-14-4630,
7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 7-22-2212, 7-22-2406,
7-22-2446, ?7-33-2102, 7-34-2107, 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157,

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA,"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of
notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a
local government unit other than a municipality is required
to give notice by publicatien, the following applies:

{l) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the
qualifications of subsections (2) and {3), except that in a
county where no newspaper meets these qualifications,
publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an

adjacent county. If there is no gualified newspaper in an
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adjacent county, publication must be made by posting the
notice in three public places in the county, designated by
resolution of the governing body.

{2) The newspaper must be:

(a) of general paid circulation with a second-class
mailing permit;

{b) published at least once a week; and

(c} published in the county where the hearing or other
action will take place,.

(3) In the case of a contract award, the newspaper
must have been published continuously in the county for the
12 months preceding the awarding of the contract,

(4) If a person is required by law or ordinance to pay
for publication, the payment must be received before the
publication may be made.

{5) The notice must be published twice, with at least
6 days separating publication. The first publication must be
no more than 21 days prior to the action and the last no
less than 3 days prior to the action.

(6) The published notice must c¢ontain:

{a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other
action:

(b) a brief statement of the action to be taken;

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who

may be contacted for further infarmation on the action to be

SECOND READING
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SENATE BILL NO. 1130
INTRODUCED BY HARDING, POFF, HANNAH, REGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN
MUNICIPALITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2-2758,
7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101,
7-8~2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2105,
7-12-2159, 7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2205, 7-13-2304,
7-13-2345, 7-13-2506, 7-14-2706., 7-14-2739, 7-14-4630,
7-15-2103, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 7-22-2212, 71-22-2406,
7-22-2446, 7-33-2102, 7-34-2107, 7-34-21513, 7-34-2157,
7-34-2162, 7-15-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of
notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a
local government unit other than a municipality is reguired
to give notice by publication, the following applies:

{1) Publicaticon must be in a newspaper meeting the
qualifications of subsections {(2) and (3), except that in a
county where no newspaper meets these qualifications,
publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an

adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an
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adjacent county, publication must be made by posting the
notice in three public places in the county, designated by
resolution of the governing body.

(2} The newspaper must be:

ta) of general paid circulation with a second-class
mailing permit;

(b) published at least once a week: and

(c) published in the county where the hearing or other
action will take place.

{3) In the case of a contract award, the newspaper
must have been published continucusly in the.county for the
12 months preceding the awarding of the contfgct.

(4) If a person is required by law or ordirance to pay
for publication, the payment must be received before the
publication may be made.

{5) The notice must be published twice, with at least
6 days separating publication. The [irst publication must be
no mere than 21 days prior to the action and the :iaﬁt no
less than 1 days priocr to the action. . :

(6) The published notice must contain:

{a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other
action:

tb) a brief statement of the action to be taken:

(c) the address and telephone number: of the person who

may be contacted for further information on the action to be

THIRD READING
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taken; and

{d) any other information required by the specific
section requiring notice by publication.

(7?) a published notice required by law may be
supplemented by a radio or television broadcast of the
notice in the manner prescribed in 2-3-10%5,

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Mail notice. (1) Unless
otherwise specifically provided, whenever a local government
unit otherrthan a municipality is reguired to give nctice of
a hearing or other official act by mail, the requirement may
be met by:

(a) deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the
United States mail with postage paid at the first-class
rate;

{b} sending the notice by certified mail rather than
first class; or

{c) mailing the notige at the bulk rate instead of
first class 1F notice is to be given by mail to all electors
or residents of the affected local government unit.

(2) The notice shall contain:

{a) the date, time, and place of the hearing or other
action;

{b) & brief statement of the action to be taken;

(¢} the address and telephone number of the person who

may be contacted for further information on the action to be
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taken; and

(d} any other information regquired by the specific
section requiring mail notice.

(3) When notice by mail is required, the regquirement
applies only to persons whose addresses are known.

Sectien 3. Section 7-2-2704, MCA, is amended teo read:

"7-2-2704. Hearing on petition by county commissioners
-- notice., (1) Whenever any Such petition 1is presented to
the board of c¢ounty commissioners of a county with a
certificate of the election administrator attached thereto
and showing that the petition has been signed by not less
than 35% cf the registered electors of the county whose
names appear upon the registration records of the county, as
provided in F-2-2762 and 7-2-2703, the board shall,
immediately upon presentation of the petition, make and
enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering
and taking f£inal action on the petition. The date for final
action shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after
the date when the order is made.

{2) The beoard shall cause a notice to be published in

the-cffictar-newapaper—sf-the-county as provided in [section

1] to the affect that the petition has been presented to the
board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the
county and that the-board-wiii-meet-ac-thea-time-specified-in

ehe-srdar-fsr-considering-and-eaking--£finat--aceian——-on-—the
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petitiony--at--which--time any registered electors of the
county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon.
Phe--notice--shati-be-pubtished-once-a-week-£for-2-successive
weeks-tmmediatety-foltawing-the-making-of-che-srderps"
Section 4. Section 7-2-2756, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (1) No real
estate may be sold by the board of county commissioners
unless the property bhas been appraised within 1 vyear
immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who
reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished
county and who were appointed by the judge of the district
court tc which the county is attached, on petition of the
board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be
made at public sale, and notice shall be published zn-the
officiali-newspaper-of-the-¢county-once-a-week—for-at-tease--2
weeks--immediarery-prior-to-the-dare-for-hetding-the-same as

provided in {section l]. No such real estate shall be sold

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof.
(2) The full purchasé price of any real estate go sold
shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the
purchaser thereof may pay the same in four installments, the
first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase
price, to be paid at the time of purchase, with the
remainder to be paid in three equal annual installments with

interest thereon at not less than 5% per annum, Whenever
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the purchase price of any real estate is to be paid in
installments, the board shall enter into a contract with the
purchaser therecf, and such contract shall be recorded in
the office of the county clerk. When payment in full has
been made for real estate, the chairman of the beoard shall
execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed tc the
purchaser or his successor in interest.

(3} All real estate sold, with any improvements
thereon, shall be subject to assessment and taxation
annually tc the purchaser or his successor in interest at a
value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof
until the purchase price 1is fully paid, when such real
estate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all
improvements placed on any such real estate after its
purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the
full caéh value thereof."

Section 5. Section 7-4-2307, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-4-2307. Notice of hearing. ti} The county clerk or
clerks shall cause notice of the hearing required by
7-4-2306 to be published ene-time-in-the-offictai-newspaper
of-the-ecountyr-which-pubticacion-must-be-at—-least—-10--days
before--the--date--set--for--satd--hearing:--If--there-ia-no
newspaper-of-genarai-circutation-printed--and--pusiished--in
apid--eosuneys--then-such-netice-must-be-posted-by-the-county

cterk-ar-cierkay-ae-teast-tg-days~-before-the--date--ser——far
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such--hearing;--in-—three--pubtic--places--in--the-couney-or

counttes as provided in [section 1].

t24--Setd-norice—shaii-either-contain-a--cepy—~-of--satd
petittony——with~--the--signatures——-omitetedr--or-a-copy-of-ehe
resnlution-of-intent-paased-by-the-board-er-boarda-of-county
commissioners—and-shati-state-the-time-and-piace--£fixed--for
hearing--the--same-and-tchat-on-such-hearing;-any-taxpayer-of
che-county—may-appear-and-be--heard--in—-support—-af--se-—in
oppasttion-to-said-pesieions"

Section 6. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read:

"J-5-2301, Competitive, advertised bidding required
for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1)
Except as provided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase
of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery,
apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or
supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess
of $10.,000 or for the construction of any building, reoad, or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $10,000 or
for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, ar
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $25,000
shall be entered into by a county governing body wikthout
first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing
the same.

{2) The notice must be published #in--the--offietal

nevspaper--of-—the--county--at--ieast--once--a--week--£for--3
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consecutrive—-~weeks--bafore--the-~date--fixed---pherein-—-for

recaiving-bids as provided in [section 1).

(3) Bvery such contract shall be let to the lowest and
best responsible bidder.*

éection 7. Section 7-6-2326, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-6-2326.  Transfer of cash balance in fund at close
of fiscal wyear. (1) After a public hearing, if the cash
balance remaining at the end of a fiscal year :in any of the
several county funds except the school fund, exceeds the
amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess may be
transferred to other funds as the county commissioners
consider to be in the best interest of the county.

(2} Notice of the hearing must be given net-iess--than
3g-—daya-~prior-to-the-hearing-by-pubtication-in-a-newspaper
of-generat-circutation-in-the-county-and-by-pocsting-in-——£five
pebite--piacess--Fhe--notice--muse-state-rhe-dater-timey-and

piace-of-tke-hearing as provided in [section 1] and must

state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds.”

Section 8. Section 7-6-2342, MCA, is amernded co read:

"7-6-2342. Procedure t0 make expenditures and incur
liabilities in case of other emergencies. (1) Im 2 public
emergency other than those described in 7-6-2341 and which
could not reascnably have been foreseen at the time of
making the budget, the board of county commissioners, by

unanimous vosge of the members prgsent at any ameeting (the
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time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had
reasonable notice), shall adopt and enter upon their minutes
a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency
and the estimated amount of money required to meet the
emergency.

(2) The board shall publish the resolution; together

with a notice as provided in [section 1] that a public

hearing will be held on the resolution at-the-time-and-piace
designnted——in-the—gotiCGT-ORce—in—ehe-offéciai-neHSpapeE—oE
the-eounty-and-if-tnere—is-nones--then--in--a--newspaper—-of
generat--crreviation-—in--the-county--Fhe-hearing-may-not-be
tass-than-i-week-afcer-the-date-of-pubiication.

{3) BAny taxpayer or resident of the county may appear
at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure
of money for the alleged emergency.

{4) (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, if the
commigsioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall
make and enter upon their official minutes, by unanimous
vote of all of the members of the bocard present at the
meeting, an order setting forth the facts constituting the
emergency . together with the amount of expenditure
authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of
subsection (4)(b), the order is lawful authorization for
them to expend such amount, but no more, for such purpose.

(b) No expenditure may be made or liability incurcred
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pursuant to the order until S5 days, exclusive of the day of
entry of the order, elapse."

Section 9. Section 7-6-2605, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-6-2605. Call for payment of warrants drawing
interest. (1) When there is sufficient money to pay the
warrants drawing interest, the treasﬁrer must give notice ¢n
some-newspaper—published--tn——his--councty--or;--if--none--ia
publisheds;-then-by~-written-notice-pested-upen-the-courthouse

door;--stating-therein as provided in [section 1] that he is

ready to pay such warrants.

{2) In advertising warrants under the provisions of
this section in any newspaper, the treasurer must not
publish the warrants in detail but give notice only that
county warrants presented for payment prior to such date,
stated in the notice are payable. When only a part of the
warrants presented for payment on the same day are payable,
the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the
advertisement.

(3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from che
first publication or posting of such notice.

(4) (a) If such warrants be not re-presented for
payment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore
praovided for is given, the fund set aside for the payment of
the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of

unpaid warrants next in corder of registry.
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{b) The board of county commissioners may, on
application and presentation of warrants, properly endorsed,
which have been advertised, pass an order directing the
treasurer to pay them out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated.”

Section 10. Section 7-8-101, MCA, ig amended to read:

"7-8-101. Authorization to transfer property between
certain governmental entities. (1) A county, upon first
passing a resolution of intent to do so and upon giving
notice of such intent by publication once-a-weak-fer-3-weeks
tn--a--newspaper—-published-in-sduech-eteys-towny-osr-eaunty-in

whieh-teeaeed as provided in [secticon 1], shall have power

to sell or trade to any city, town, or politiecal
subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require,
any property, however held or acquired, which 1is not
necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an
ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids, or
appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed according
to law. Such transactions shall be made by resclution of the
county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of
the regular or special meetings.

{2) A city or town, upon first passing a resclution of
intent to do so ard upon giving notice of such intent by
publication once a week for 1 weeks in a newspaper published

in such city or town or county in which located, shall have
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power to sell or trade to any county or political
subdivision, as the interests of its inhabitants require,
any property, however held or acquired, which is not
necessary for the conduct of the city or town business,
without an ordinance, public notice, public auction, bids.
or appraisal. Proceeds, 1f any, shall be diétributed
according to law, Such transactions shall be made by
resolution of the councils or commissions inveolved and
entered in the minutes of the regular or special meetings.

(3} (a} A county shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any city, town, or political subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased.

{b) A city or town shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any county or political subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased."

Section ll. Section 7-8-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required
for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or
perscnal property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value
in excess of $2,500, the sale shall be at public auction at
the courthouse door after previous notice given by
publication tn--a--newspaper--pubiished-in-satd-countys-Fhe

netice-shail-be-pubiished-once-a-week-£for-4-successive-weeks

-12- 5B 130



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0130/02

and-poseed-in-£five-publite-ptaces-in-the-couney as provided
in [section 1]."

Section 12. Secticon 7-8-2216, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-2216. Sale of county property to school district.
(1} The board of county commissioners shall have'the power
to sell directly to the school district, without the
necessity of a public auction, any real or personal
property, however acguired, belonging to the county and
which 1is not necessary to the conduct of the county's
business or the preservation of its property, for its
appraised wvalue, which shall represent a fair markét value
of such property.

(2) If the property to be scld to the school district
is reasonably of a value in excess of $2,500, notice of the
sale shall be given by publication in-a--newspaper--in--said
countyr—~—The——neti:e-—sﬁaii-—be*pubiished—once—a~week—fcr—i
agccessive-waaks-and-posted-in-five--pubtie--ptaces--tn--the

esuney as provided in [section 11."

Section 13. Seccion 7-8-2302, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-8-2302. Notice of sale of tax-deed lands. (1)
Fhirey-daysi-notiee Notice of the sale provided for in
7-8-2301 shall be given by publicaticon in--a-newapaper
printed-in-ehe-countys—-Such-netica-shati-be-pubiished-once-a

week-for-3-econsecntive-weemks as provided in [section 1] and

shall also be posted in at least three public places in the
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county.

(2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the
county clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands
to be sold, the appraised value of the same, and the time
and place of sale. The fair market value as determined
under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale."

Section 14. Section 7-8-2511, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The
board shall make an order for public auction of any lands
classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the front
door of the county courthouse.

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a
notice +n——a-—newspaper-pubiished-in-the-county-once-a-week
for-3-coansecutive-weeks-preceding-the--dare—-fived--for--the
sater—~Phe-first-publiecation-of-the-notice-shati-be-made-noe
more-than-38-days-prier-to-the-saie-date:--if--chare—-ia--no
newspaper-pubtished-in-the-countyry-the-notice-shait-be-given
by--poating-copies-at-three-cf-the-mestc-pubtic-ptacas-in-the
connty-at-iteasc-20-days-boe-not-mere-than-30-deys--preceding

cthe--ssie-—date as provided in [secticon 1). The neseices

notice shall describe the land to be scld and the appraised
value thereof.

(3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised
value of the land, as fixed by the board. The sale shall be

foer cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided
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at least 20% of the purchase price shall be paid in cash.
{4) The lessee, permittee, or licensee of any of the
lands then subject to a lease, permit, or license shall have
a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to
that bid by the highest bidder at the sale."
Section 15. Section 7-11-228, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-11-228. Public hearings on proposed program —-

notice. Notice of hearings shall be published enee-each-week

- fopr--at--least--Z-weeks-preceding-a-hearing;-in-ge-teast-one

newspaper-of-generat-cireutacton—in-the-connty---Phe-~netice
shati-state-the-time-and-pltace-of-the-heartng as provided in
{section 1]."

SECTION 16. SECTION 7-12-2105, MCA, IS AMENDED TO

READ;
"7-12-2105. Notice of resolution of intention to
create district -~- hearing. (1) Upon having passed the
resolution of intention pursuant to 7-12-2103, the board of
county commissioners must give publish notice of the passage

of such resolution of intention as provided in [section 1l].

{2) @%he-notice-muae-be-published--for-—18--consecucive
days-—in—‘a—-dai}y—~neu=paper--or-—éa—two-is;ues—oi—a—weekiy
newspaper——published--nesrest—-to--the--pitace---where—~-sach
impravements--distetct-te-to-be-creaeeds The board shall also
cause a copy of such notice to be posted in three public

places within the boundaries of such special improvement

-15- SB 130

ig
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
i8
139
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB G130/02

district. A copy of such notice shall be mailed as provided
in_[section 2] to every person, firm, or corporation or the
agent of such person, firm, or c¢orporation owning real
property within the proposed district listed in his name
upon the last completed assessmént roll for state, county,
and school district taxES7——at——his-—kase--knewn—piace—of.
residence;-upon-the-same-day-such-notice-is-firat——pubiished
or-poated.

{3} Such notice must describe the general character of
the improvement or improvements so proposed to be made or
acquired by purchase, state the estimated cost thereof, and
designate the time when and the place where the board will
hear and pass upon all protests that may be made against the
making or maintenance of such.improvements or the creation .
of such district. The notice shall refer to the resolution
on file in the office of the county clerk for the
description of the boundaries. If the proposal is for the
purchase of an existing improvement, the noticg shall state
the exact purchase price of such existing improvement."

Section 17. Secticon 7-12-2159, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-12-2159, Notice of resolution for levy and
assessment of tax -- protest and hearing. {1} A notice,
signed by the county clerk and stating thac the resolution

levying a special assessment to defray the cost of making
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the improvements is on file in the office of the county
clerk and 1is subject to inspection, shall be pubiished at
ieasc-once-in-a-newspaper-publiished--nearest--co--where--the

speciati--imprevement--its--to-be-made as provided in [section

1}.
(2) The notice shall state the time at’ and place in
which objections to the final adoption of the resolution

will be heard by the board of county commissioners. The time

for the hearing may not be less than 5 days after the second

publication of the notice.”

Section 18. Section 7-131-145, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-145. Hearing and notice on tax levy for
operation and maintenance. (1) Not less than 30 days prior
to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance
of the system, the county commissioners will hold a ‘public
hearing on the resoluticn.

{(2) Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of
the hearing and--the--date--and-place-thereef-wiit must be
given by the commissioners by publication in-—-a--newspaper
pubiished--and-eirentared-in-rhe-county-wherein-the-diserict
ta-located-once—a-week--for--3--conaecutive——-weekas--The as

provided in [section_ 1], and notice shai: must also be

posted in three public places within the districc.”
Section 19, Section 7-13-208, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-13-208., Notice of resolutions of intention and

-17- SB 130

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SB Q130/02

cencurrence -- hearing. (1) The commissioners must give
notice of the passage of the resolution of intention and
resoiution of concurrence, 1if applicable, and a notice
describing the general characteristics of the collection
system and proposed fees to be charged for the service,
designating the time and place where the commissioners will
hear and pass upon protests made against the operation of
the proposed district and stating that a description of the
boundaries for the proposed district is included in the
resolution on‘file in the county clerk’'s office.

{2) The notice shall be published tn--the--newspapes
publtished--nearest--teo-the-pitace-where-che-proposed-diseriet
ts-to--be--created--for--+8--eonsecutive--days-—in-—-a--daity
newspaper-or-in-two-issues-of-a-weekty-newspaper as provided

in_ {section 1] and shall also be posted in three public

places within the boundaries of the proposed district.
[3) A copy of the notice shall be mailed by

firrst-cimass-matt as provided in [section 2]} to every person,

firm, or corperation having real property within the
proposed district listed upon the last completed assessment
list for county taxes the same day the notice is first
published.”

SECTION 20. SECTION 7-13-2205, MCA, 1S AMENDED TO

READ:

"7-13-2205. Notice of petition -- hearing regquired.
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(1) The text of the petition referred to in 7-13-2204 shall
be published énde--ecach--week-for-I-consesdutive-waaka-in-n

newspapar-printed-and-pubiished as groéided in_ [gectigon 1]

in every county in whieh said territory liesy-together-with
a-riotiteE-sktaking-the-tine-sf-che-mesting-at-which-same—-witl
be-presertced.

{2) Ehe——férst—-pubiieatien——ahaii—be—ﬁe—iease-a—weeka
before-the-time-av-which-the-petitian~-rs-—to--be--prasentsds
When contained upon more than one instrument, one copy only
of suech petition need be published. No mozre than five of the
names attached teo 3aid petition need appear in such
publication of said petition and notice, but the number of
signera shall be stated.

+31--With-such-publiedation-there-shati-be-—pubtished--a
notieg--of--the--time--osf-whe-meeting-of-the~board-when-sueh
peticion-wiit-be-conastdered-and-that-ati-persona—-interested
therein-may-then-appear-and-pe-heards"”

Section 21. Section 7-13-2304, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-13-2304, Notice of intentisn to levy tax. (1) When
the written estimate of the amount of money required has
been delivered to the bedard of county commissioners; said
beafd shall give netlee ef itg intention te levy and collect
4 tak sufficient fer the payment thereof.

{2) Such notiesd shall be given:
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fa} by posting notice thereof in five public places
within the county and within the beoundaries of the lands
upon which the tax is to be levied;

{b) by publishing a copy of the notice énce-esch-wsag
far-f-consecutive-weeks—in-a--néwspaper--pubtidhed--tn--eacn
county--wherein-~thé--distriee-——-ta--toeared as provided ird
{section 1]; &nd

{c} by forwarding, by reguiar--fisse-ciass--mait--o¢

registered--ar--eceretfted mail as provided in [section 2] at

least 10 days prior tc the hearing provided for in
7-13-2306({4), a copy of the notice addressed to the owners
and the purchasers under contracts for deed of taxable real
property within the district as shown by the current
assessment book on file in the office of the assessor of the
county or counties the boundaries of which include taxable
real property of the district."

Section 22. Section 7-13-2345, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-13-2345. Hearing and notice on petition to exclude
land. (1) Upon the filing of such petition with the
secretary of the district, he shall call a meeting of the
board of directors of the district at a time not less than
25 d4ys or more than 50 days after the filing of thHe
petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition

to be publistied snes-cacH-week-for-Z2-cdonnsécurive-—waeks-in-—-a
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neyapaper-of-generat-ctrcutation-pobitshed-in-each-county-in

whieh-—-the-—-distriet-ts-sicuated as provided in {section 1].

Such notice shall also state the dace of the filing cf such
petition and that the same will come on for hearing before
the board of directors of the district and-shaii--staee--che
time-of-the-hearing-and-the-piace-theresf.

(2) Any landowner or taxpayer within the district
shall have the right to appear at said hearing, either in
behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition.
Said petition shall come on for hearing before the board of
directors of the district at the time and place specified in
the notice of heatring.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection {3)(b), the
place of the hearing shall be the reqular meeting place of
the board of directors of the district,

(b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more
convenient meeting place within the district."”

SECTION 23. SECTION 7-13-2506, MCA, IS AMENDED TQ

READ:

"7-13-2506. Notice of petition and hearing. Upon
receipt of a duly certified petition, the board of county
commissioners shall cause the text of thé petition to be
published enese-a-week-for-at-itease-3-consesgytive-weeka-in-a
newspaper-cé—generat-etreuintion-within-tne-county-where-che

petirron-ta-presenced as provided in [(section 1], If any
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portion of the proposed district lies in another county, the
petition and notice shall 1likewise be published in that
county. No more than five names attached tc the petition
shall appear in the publication and notice, but the number
cf gignatures shall be stated. With-the-publicatien-ef-~the
petitions--there--shaii-be-pubiished-a-notiece-of-cthe—time-of
the-meeting-of-the-county-commissioners——when--the—-peticion
witl--be-considered;-stating-thae-ait-persena-incerested-may
appear-and-be—heard:"

Section 24, Section 7-14-2706, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

“7;14—2706. Notice of meeting. <%} The county clerk
shall immediately notify the county rcad superintendent of
the meeting and shall cause a notice therecf to be printed
in-ehe-newspaper published nearese-toa-the--vieiniey--of--the

road:--Phe-neeice-shaii-be-published-for-3-consecutive-weeks

prior-to—the-time-of-the-meating as provided in [section 1].
' t2¥ The notice shall state the-time-amd-place-of-the
meeting-and in general terms the kind of censtruction or
improvement sought and the place of beginning, intermediate
points, and termination."

Section 25, Section 7-14-2739, MCaA, is amended to
read:

"7-14-2739. Notice of preparation of assessment roll.

As soon as the assessment roll is reported and filed, the

-22- SB 130



10
11
12
13
14
15
la
17
is
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0138/02

board shall publish notice for-3-consecutive-weeks-in-the
newspapers-tn-vhich-netiee-af-ravitattons-—for-bids——for~-tha

eontract—-was——pubiished as provided in ‘[section 1]. The

notice shall notify all persons interested that the
assessment roll has been filed and require them to appear at
the office of the board at the county seat at altime not
less than 15 days from the date of the last publication of
the notice to make objections.”

Section 26. Section 7-14-4630, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7~14-4630. Neotice for bids to lease parking facility,
(1) The notice required by 7-14-4629(1) ;%all consist o% the

publication of a notice as provided in [section 1] inviting

bidsy--with-—ews-or-more-tnsertions—thereof;-not-less-than-5
days-sparty-tn-a-newspaper-of--generai--cireniation--printed
and---pubitshed--in--sueh--etty--or-—city--and--couney---Fhe
pubtication-shaii-be-commenced—not-tess-than-15--days--priar
to--the--date-—-set-in-the-netice-for-the-opening-of-bida-—$£
there-be-nd-newspaper--of--generat--¢irentation--princed--or
pzbitshed--chereiny-—notice-shaii-hbe-given-by-posting-copies
af-said-nottee—tnviting-bids—in-at-ieast-three-pubirc-ptaces
ta-the-civy-osr-city-and-county-noe-tess-than-i5--days--prior
ta—che-dare-see-in-the-notice-for-the-opening-af-hids,

{2) Such notice shall distinctly and specificaliy

describe the project and the facilities in connection
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therewith which are to be leased, the period of time for
which said project is to be leased, and the minimum rental
to be paid under such lease."

Section 27. Section 7-15-2103, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition. The notice
required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county's expense
by publishing a notice at-iteast-10-days-preceding-the-day-on
which~—the--hearing—-is-—-to-be-heid;-in-a-newspaper-having-a
generat-circntation-in-the-county-ory-tf-there--be--no--auch
newspaper;—by-posting-such-a-notiece-in-ar—teast-three-pubtie
piacea--within-the-county-at-least-i8-days-preceding-the-day

on-which-the-hearing-ts-tc-be-heid as provided in [section

-

i}."

Section 28. Section 7-16-2324, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-16-2324. Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park
lands. (1) For the purposes of this section and part 25 of
chapter 8, lands dedicated to the public use for park or
playground purposes under 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 or a similar
statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically
conveying land to a governmental unit other than a county
are considered county lands.

(2) A county may not sell, lease, or exchange lands

dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided

-24- 8B 130



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5B 0130/02

under this section and part 25 of chapter 8.

{3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any
county land dedicated to public use for park or playground
purposes, a county shall:

{a) compile an inventory of all public parks and
playgrounds within the county;

{(b) prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of
outdoor recreatction and open space within the county;

(¢) determine that the proposed sale, lease, or
exchange furthers or is consistent with the county's outdoor
recreation and open space comprehensive plan;

{d} publish notice as provided in [section 1] of

intention to sell, lease, or dispose cof such lands, giving
the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding
such action;

(e) if the 1land is within an incorporated city or
town, secure the approval of the governing body thereof for
the action; and

{E) comply with any other applicable requirements
under part 25 of ch?pter B.

{4) Any revenue realized by a county from the sale,
exchange, or disposal of lands dedicated to public use for
park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund
and used in the manner prescribed in 76-3-606 and 76-3-607

for cash received in lieu of dedicacion.”
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Section 29. Section 7-21-3422, MCA, 1is amended to
read:

"7-21-3422, Notice of intention to create fair
distriet -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to
create a fair district shall be published #n--twe--reguiar
weekiy-—issues——of --a-newspaper-in-the-¢ountyr-setting-£forth

cthe-date-on-which as provided in [section 1], stating that a

hearing shall be had on the resclution by the taxpayers and
residents of the county and at-which-time that objections
will be heard." .

Section 30. Section 7-22-2212, MCA, is amended to
read:

“7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for
the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the
hearing in the following manner:

(1) notice is to be sent by certified mail to each
owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known
address as shown in the county records:

{2) notice 1is to be posted in at least three public
places within the proposed district; and

(3) notice is to be published in-at-ieast--ewe—-issues
of-—a--newspaper--of--generat--circutation--in--the-proposed
diatricer-with-at-teasec-7-days-between-publtications-and--ehe
first--pubticarion—-must--be-~-at--iepae--10-~days-before—rhe

hearing-date as provided in [section 1]."
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SECTION 31. SECTION 7-22-2406, MCA, IS AMENBED TO

READ:

"7-22-2406. Notice of hearing on petition to create
district., (1) ¥f-addresses-arde-knowrnry-the The commissioners
shall cause notice of the hearing provided for. in 7-22-2403

to be mailed as provided in {section 2] to each nonresident

owner and purchaser under contract for deed of taxable real
and perscnal property within the proposed district.

(2) The cotimissioners shall cause notice to be posted
in three public places within the district. Whenever the
district is partly in one county and partly in ancther
county, notice must be posted in each county but posting
need not be in three places in each county.

(3} The commissioners shall also cause notice to be
given of the time and place of the hearing and the methods
of objection by publication im-a-newspaper-within-er-nearestc

to-tha-disprier-and; as provided in [section 1], in each

county if the district is partly in one county and partly in
another countyy. +fi-—a--newspaper--in-eaeh-countys-+f-such
wewypaper-existy: -Fhe-publicarion-must-—be--for-—two--weeklty
rHSHEST
t4)--Posting-end-Lfirse-publicsrion—shati-hecgb-teant-14g
days-beforé~the-nearingr"
Section 32. Section 7-22-2446, MCA, is amended to

read:
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"7-22-2446. Hearing on petition for dissolution --
notice. Upon the filing of a petition for disselution; the
board of ceunty commissieners shall set a time for hearing
the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be mailed as

provided in (section 2] to all nonresident property owners

and purchasers under contracts for desd within the district
whose addresses are known, to be posted in at least thres
public places within the district, and to be published at
teast-snce-in-the-offictat-newspaper-cf-thé-county-pubtishad
in-the-distiictr—the-posting-and-publticarion-to-pe-nt-—-tesise

t0--daya--befsre-the-date-of -mearingd as provided in [secticn

l]. Whenever the district is partly in one 'county and
partly in another county, notice must be posted in each
county, but posting need not be in three placés in each
county, and naotice must be published in ethe~-sfficialk
newspaper-of each county.”

Section 33. Section 7-33-2102, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-33-2102. HNotice of hearing. The board shall, within
10 days after the reeceipt of the petition, give notice of
the heéaring thereof at least 10 days prior t6 the hearing:

(1) by mailing a copy of the notice by fFipst-classe

matt as provided in [section 2] to each fregholder in the

district at the address shown in the assessment roll;

(2) by causing notices of the€ time and place of such
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hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public
places within the area proposed to be established as a fire
district; and

(1) by publishing the notice at-teast-ence;—-—net--iess
than--t8--or——more-—-than--Z9--days--prior-to-the-vime-of-ehe
hearingr-tn-a-newspaper-regutariy-pubiisked-in-the-couney—in

which-such-proposed-diseriet-—-i3--sttuakted as provided in

(section 1]."

SECTION 34. SECTION 7-34-2107., MCA, IS AMENDED TQ

READ:
"7-34~-2107. Notice of hearing. t33 A notice of the
hearing required by 7-34-2106 shall be published in-a
newspaper-having-gemerat-circulation-in-che-terricary-within
the-boundaries-of-the-proposed-haspitat-diseriet--once--each
week--for--at--iteasc--2-waeks;-the-tast-pubticacion-to-be-at
teast-2-weaks-before-the-hearingr-ff-there-ia--—no--newspaper
having-—qenera}--circuiaeian-—w&thin——ehe-—beun&uries-oé—the
propeaed-heapirai-disterict;-the-noeice-of-hearing--shati--pe
posted-tm-ar-itease-rhrea-pubite-piagces-withra-che-boundartes
af-the-proposed-district-for-2-weeka-before-che-heartngs
$24--Phe--norice-shati-acace—the-rtime;-daces-piacer-and
purpese-of-the--hedring;--describe--the--boundaries--ocf~-che
proposed--npoapitat-~diaericer-—and-—state—-that-—any-—-person
reatding-tn-or-ewning-preperey-within-the-proposed--hespteat

diatrict--may--appear-—tn-suppere-af-ar-in-eppeaieion-co-the

-29- SB 130

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
i8
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0130/02

petitten-at-such-hearing as provided in [section 1]."

Section 35. Section 7-34-2153, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-34-2153. Hearing on petition for annexation --
notice. (1) At the first regular meeting after the
presentation of said petition, said board of county
commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be
published in-twe-successive-issues-of-a-newspaper—pubiished

tn-the-esunty as provided in [section 1] prior to the date

fixed by said board for the hearing of said petition, which
date shall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such
petition.

{2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any additional area or territory in said
district."”

Section 36. Section 7-34-2157, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-34-2157. Hearing on petition for withdrawal --
notice. (1) The board of county commissioners shall, upon
the £iling of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of
such withdrawal petition, which time shall nor be more than
4 weeks after the receipt thereof.

(2) Any interested person may appear at said hearing
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and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion
from said districe.

(3) The bocard shallry-at-ieast-Z--weeks--prisr--to——the
time--sea--fixedr publish a notice of such hearing tm—two
successive-issunes-sf-a-newspaper-pubitshed-in-the-county as

provided in [section 1]."

Section 37. Section 7-34-2162, MCA, 1is amended to
read: .

"7-34-2162, Hearing on petition for dissolution ~-
notice. Upon the filing of such petition, the board of
county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same
and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least
three separate public places within said district for at
least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The notice shall also be
published for-at-ileast-two-sHccessive-issues-in-a-newspaper
published-in-the-county-prior—te-such-hearing as provided in
[section 1]."

Section 38. Section 7-35-2102, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-35~-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district.
(1) The board of county commissioners shall cause notice to
be given of the time and place of said hearing by
publication’ as prescribed-by-taw-for-not-iess-than-2-weeks

prior-to-the-time-of-said-heartng provided in_ [section 1].

{2) S&id notice shall state that any person residing

.
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in or owning property' within said proposed district or
within any existing cemetery district, any part of the
territory of which is described in said petition, may appear
before said board at the hearing and 'show cause why the
district should not be created or the proposed boundaries
changed.”

Section 3%. Section 7-35-2115, MCA, is amended to
read:

"7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of
boundaries. (1) At the first regular meeting after the
presentation of said petition, said board of county
commissicners shall cause notice of said pet;tion to  be
published aeesrding-to-taw-for-2-weeks-prior-to-tha-date-to
bBe-fixed-by-satd-beard-for-the-hearing-of-satd--patirtion as

provided in [section 11.

(2) Upon the date fixed for such hearing aor
continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider
salid petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any property in said districet.

(3) sSaid board shall have the power, by order entered
on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in
part "and tc alter the boundaries of said public cemetery
district and to annex thereto all or such portion of =said
territory described in said petition as will be benefited

thereby." . . ... ..
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NEW SECTION. Section 40. Codification instruction,
Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an integfal
part of Title 7, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to
sections 1 and 2.

NEW SECTION. Section 41. Severability. If ~a part of
this act is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from
the invaiid part remain in effect., If a part of this act is
invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains
in effect in all valid applications that are severable from
the invalid applications.

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 130

INTRODUCED BY HARDING, POFF, HANNAH, REGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN

MUNICIPALITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-2-2756,

' 7-4-2307, 7-5-2301, 7-6-2326, 7-6-2342, 7-6-2605, 7-8-101,

7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-12-2105,
7-12-2159, 7-13-145, 7-13-208, 7-13-2245, 7-13-2304,
7-13-2345, 7-13-2506, 7-14-2706, 7-14-2739, 7-14~-4630,
7-15-21¢13, 7-16-2324, 7-21-3422, 7-22-2212, 77-22-2406,
7-22-2446, 7-33-2102, 7-34-2107, 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157,

7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 7-35-2115, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Publication and content of
notice. Unless otherwise specifically provided, whenever a
local government unit other than a municipality is required
to give notice by publication, the following applies:

{1) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the
qualifications of subsections {2) and (3}, except that in a
county where no newspaper meets these qualifications,
publication must be made in a qualified newspaper in an

adjacent county. If there is no qualified newspaper in an

@2‘12 lagistaiva councr
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