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SENATE BILL NO. 114 

INTRODUCED BY STORY 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 49; Noes, 0. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

Returned to Senate. 
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IN THE SENATE 
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Received from House. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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BILL NO, Jli_ 
INTRODUCED B'l - .. -, 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO MAKE SCHOOL ELECTION 

POLL HOURS APPLY TO ELECTIONS FOR OTHER POLITICAL 

SUBDIVISIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-20-106 AND 20-20-203, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDI~E EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-20-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

'20-20-106. Poll hours. (1) The polls for any school 

election in any district shall open not later than noon. The 

trustees may order the polls to open earlier, but no earlier 

than 8 a.m. 

(2) If the school election is held on the same day as 

a ~enera%7--primaryT--er special election for another 

political subdivision, as required by 13-1-104(3), the polls 

shall be opened and closed at the times required for that 

the school election. 

(3) If the school election is held on the same day as 

a general or primary election, the polls shall be opened and 

closed at the times required for the general or primary 

election. 

t3ti!l Once opened, the polls shall be kept open 

continuously until 8 p.m., except that whenever all the 

~n• ,..,..,.,,.. counol 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0332/01 

registered electors at .any poll have voted, the poll shall 

be closed immediately." 

Section 2. Section 20-20-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-20-203. Resolution for poll hours, polling places, 

and judges, (1) At the trustee meeting when a school 

election is called, the trustees shall: 

(a) except as provided in 20-20-106tit111. establish 

the time at which the polls are to open if in their 

discretion they determine that the polls shall be open 

before noon; 

(b) establish the polling places for such election, 

using the established polling places for general elections 

within the district wherever possible; 

(c) appoint, from among the qualified electors of the 

district, at least three judges for each polling place for 

such election and notify each judge of such appointment not 

less than 10 days before the election. 

(2) There shall be one polling place in each district 

unless the trustees establish additional polling places, If 

more than one polling place is established, the trustees 

shall define the boundaries for each polling place, and such 

trustee-defined polling place boundaries shall be 

coterminous with county precinct boundaries existing within 

a district. If the site of a polling plac~ is changed from 

the polling place site used for the last preceding school 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
~6 \1~ 



election, special reference to 

polling place shall be included 

electlon.M 

LC 0332/01 

the changed site of the 

in the notice for such 

1 

2 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. This act is 

5 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 114 

INTRODUCED BY STORY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO MAKE SCHOOL ELECTION 

POLL HOURS APPLY TO ELECTIONS FOR OTHER POLITICAL 

SUBDIVISIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-106, 20-20-106L AND 

20-20-203, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 13-1-106, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-l-106. Time of opening and closing of polls for 

all elections."l!l Polls must be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 

except polling places having fewer than 200 registered 

electors, which must be open from noon to 8 p.m. or until 

all registered electors in any precinct have voted, at which 

time the polls 'shall be closed immediately. 

(2) When an election held under 13-1-104(3) and a 

school election are conducted in the same polling place, the 

polls shall be opened and closed at the times set for the 

school election, as provided in 20-20-106." 

Section 2. Section 20-20-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-20-106. Poll hours. (1) The polls for any school 

election in any district shall open not later than noon. The 

trustees may order the polls to open earlier, but no earlier 

than 8 a.m. 
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SB 0114/02 

(2) If the school election is held on the same day as 

a AN gefterair-primaryr-or speeia% election £or-afto~her HELD 

BY A political subdivis(on7 as-req~ired-by UNDER 13-1-104(3) 

AND AT THE SAME POLLING PLACE, the polls shall be opened and 

closed at the times required for that the school election. 

(3) If the school election is held on the same day as 

a general or primary election, the polls shall be opened and 

closed at the times required for the general or primary 

election. 

t3ti!l Once opened, the polls shall be kept open 

continuously until 8 p.m., except that whenever all the­

registered electors at any poll have voted, the poll shall 

be closed immediately. •• 

Section 3. Section 20-20-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-20-203. Resolution for poll hours, polling places, 

and judges. (1) At the trustee meeting when a school 

election is called, the trustees shall: 

(a) except as provided in 20-20-106t~t!ll, establish 

the time at which the polls are to open if in their 

discretion they determine that the polls shall be open 

before noon; 

(b) establish the polling places for such election, 

using the established polling places for ~eneral elections 

within the district wherever possible; 

(c) appoint, from among the qualified electors of the 

-2- SB 114 

SECOND READING 
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1 district, at least three judges for each polling place for 

2 such election and notify each judge of such appointment not 

3 less than 10 days before the election. 

4 (2) There shall be one polling place in each district 

5 unless the trustees establish additional polling places. If 

6 more than one polling place is established, the trustees 

7 shall define the boundaries for each polling place, and such 

8 trustee-defined polling place boundaries shall be 

9 coterminous with county precinct boundaries existing within 

10 a district. rr the site of a polling place is changed from 

11 the polling place site used for the last preceding school 

12 election, special reference to the changed site of the 

13 polling place shall be included in the notice for such 

14 election." 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

16 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3- SB 114 
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SENATE BILL NO. 114 

INTRODUCED BY STORY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO MAKE SCHOOL ELECTION 

POLL HODRS APPLY TO ELECTIONS POR OTHER POLITICAL 

SUBDIVISIONS! AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-106, 20-20-106L AND 

20-20-203, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA! 

SECTION 1. SECTION 13-1-106, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"13-1-106. Tl.e of opening and closing of polls "for 

all elections. ill Polls must be open from 7 a.a. to 8 p.a., 

except polling places having fewer than 200 registered 

electors, which aust be open from noon to 8 p.a. or until 

all registered electors in any precinct have voted, at which 

tiae the polls shall be closed iaaediately. 

121 When an election held under 13-1-104131 and a 

school election are conducted in the saee polling place, the 

polls shall be opened and closed at the tiees set for the 

school election, as provided in 20-20-106." 

Section 2. Section 20-20-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-20-106. Poll hours. Ill The polls for any school 

election in any district shall open not later than noon. The 

trustees may order the polls to open earlier, but no earlier 

than 8 a.m. 

~.-.... COOftdl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0114/02 

(2) If the school election is held on the same day as 

s AN tenersty-pri.aryT-or speeial election tor-ano~her ~ 

~ political subdivisionT as-r~ired-by ~ 13-1-104131 

AND AT THE SAME POLLING PLACE, the polls shall be opened and 

closed at the tiaes required for ~ha~ the school election. 

Ill If the school election is held on the same day as 

a general or primary election, the polls shall be opened and 

closed at the tiaes required for the general or priaary 

election. 

t3tl!l Once opened, the polls shall be kept open 

continuously until 8 p.m., except that whenever all the 

registered electors at any poll have voted, the poll shall 

be closed iaaediately.• 

Section 3. Section 20-20-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-20-203. Resolution for poll hours, polling places, 

and judges. (1) At the trustee aeeting when a school 

election is called, the trustees shall: 

(a) except as provided in 20-20-106tit11lr establish 

the time at which the polls are to open if in their 

discretion they detereine that the polls shall be open 

before noon; 

(b) establish the polling places for such election, 

using the established polling places for general elections 

within the district wherever possible; 

(c) appoint, from among the qualified electors of the 

-2- SB 114 

THIRD READING 
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1 district, at least three judges for each polling place for 

2 such election and notify each judge of such appointment not 

3 less than io days before the election. 

4 (2) There shall be one polling place in each district 

5 unless the trustees establish additional polling places. If 

6 more than one polling place is established, the trustees 

7 shall define the boundaries for each polling place, and such 

8 trustee-defined polling place boundaries shall be 

9 coterminous with county precinct boundaries existing within 

10 a district. If the site of a polling place is changed from 

11 the polling place site used for the last preceding school 

12 election, special reference to the changed site of the 

13 polling place shall be included in the notice for such 

14 election.• 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

16 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3- SB 114 
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SENATE BILL NO. 114 

INTRODUCED BY STORY 

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO MAKE SCHOOL ELEC'fiON 

POLL HOURS APPLY TO ELECTIONS FOR OTHER POLITICAL 

SUBDIVISIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-l_-:106, 20-20-l06L AND 

20-20-203, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACT· ED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~~T_IO_!!_l. __ ~CTION. 13-l-106, MCA, IS AMENDED TO RE~D_:_ 

"13-1-106. Time of opening and closing of polls for 

all elections. 1!l Polls must be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 

except polling places having fewer than 200 registered 

electors, which must be open from noon to 8 p.m. or until 

all registered electors in any precinct have voted, at which 

time the polls shall be closed immediately. 

l1l._ When a!1__.,1e_c_~ion held under 13-l-104( 3) and a 

school e~ection are conduct~~the s~me polling place, the 

~.!..? shall be~~~~d an<L_closed_~~ime~ __ ___§~_t for the 

!3~-~~-::>l ___ ~~-~J:.!~':'I!. __ a_::; _ ____2rovided in 20-20-106. 11 

Section 2. Section 20-20-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

~20-20-106. Poll hours. (1) The polls for any school 

election in any district shall open not later than noon. The 

trustees may order the polls to open earlier, but no earliet 

than l3 a.m. 
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SB 0114/02 

{2) If the school election is held on the same day as 

a AN g~ftere%7-~r±mary,-or speeiel election Eor-a"o~h~r HELD 

~political subdivision, as-req~ired-~y UNDER 13~1-104(3) 

AND AT THE SAME POLLING PLACE, the polls shall be opened and 

closed at the times required for ehae the ___ school election. 

ill ___ I_f __ the sc~ool election is held o~~~_same da~ 

~ _ _9ener~_!_~imary election, the_~! .. 1§: shall be opened ~nd 

closed at the ti_~~~_requiced for the genet::_~!_-~_ .. _....£!...!!!!~ 

election. 

t3tl!l Once opened, the polls shall be kept open 

continuously until 8 p.m., except that whenever all the 

registe~ed electors at any poll have voted, the poll shall 

be closed irrunediately." 

Section 3. Section 20-20-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-20-203. Resolution for poll hours, polling places, 

and judges. (1) At the trustee meeting when a school 

election is called, the trustees shall: 

(a) except as provided in 20-20-l06t2tll_l, establish 

the time at which the polls are to upen if in their 

discretion they determine that the polls shall be open 

before noon; 

(b) establish the polling places for such election, 

using the establishf=!d polling places for general elections 

within the district wherever possible; 

(c) appoint, from among the qualified electors of tt"Je 

-2- SB 114 
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1 district, at least three judges far each polling place for 

2 such election and notify each judge of such appointment not 

3 less than 10 days before the election. 

4 (2) There shall be one polling place in each district 

5 unless the trustees establish additional polling places. If 

6 more than one polling place is established, the trustees 

7 shall define the boundaries for each polling place, and such 

8 trustee-defined polling place boundaries shall be 

9 coterminous with county precinct boundaries existing within 

10 a district. If the site of a polling place is changed from 

11 the polling place site used for the last preceding school 

12 election, special reference to the changed site of the 

13 polling place shall be included in the notice for such 

14 election." 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

16 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3- SB 114 


