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INTRODUCED BY ~~BILL NO. JQi_ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE HIGHWAY 

SPEED RESTRICTIONS; ESTABLISHING A $5 FINE FOR SPEEDING OVER 

55 MILES PER HOUR BUT LESS THAN 71 MILES PER HOUR AND 

PROHIBITING RECORDING OF SUCH OFFENSE; REPEALING THE FUEL 

CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303, 

61-8-718, AND 61-11-103, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

61-8-304 THROUGH 61-8-307 AND 61-8-312, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 61-8-303. Speed restrictions basic rule. (1) A 

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 

prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, taking into account the amount and 

character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 

vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedom of obstruction to view ahead, and he shall drive 

it so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, 

limb, property, or other rights of a person entitled to the 

use of the street or highway. 
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(2) Where no special hazard exists that requires lower 

speed for compliance with subsection (1) of this section, 

the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits specified 

in this section or established as authorized in 61-8-309r 

61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a speed in 

excess of those limits is unlawful: 

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district; 

(b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair; 

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations e~ring-the 

ni~httime7--e~eept--that--the--ni~httime--speed---~imit---on 

eompleted--seetions--of--interstate-highways-ie-65-miiee-per 

hour. 

t3t--4Baytime4~meane-£rom-one-hai£-hour-be£ere--e~nriee 

to--one-hai£--hour--a£ter--sunset.--uNighttime•-meafts-at-any 

ether-hour• 

t4t11l The speed limits set forth in this section may 

be altered by the highway commission as authorized in 

61-8-309, 61-8-310, and 61-8-313. 

t5tl!l The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with 

subsection (1), drive at an appropriate reduced speed when 

approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade 

crossing, When approaching and going around a curve, when 

approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon a narrow or 

winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with 
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respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 

weather or highway condition. •• 

Section 2. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-718. Penalty for vioia~ion offense of ftll!1 

' I!Oftsl!rva~ion--spl!ed--iimi~ speeding. (1) A person violating 

the speed limit imposed pursuant to 61-8-394 6l-8-303(2)(c) 

is guilty of the offense of ~nneee8sary-wast~-er-a-resoaree 

speeding and upon conviction of driving: 

(a) more than 55 miles per hour but less than 71 miles 

per hour, which is not a misdemeanor pursuant to 45-2-101, 

11 61-8-104, or 61-8-711, shall be fined $5, and but no jail 

12 sentence may be imposedLT-Boftd and bond for this offense 

13 shall be $5L_2I 

14 (b) 71 miles per hour or faster shall be subject to 

15 the penalty provided in 61-8-711. 

16 (2) For the purpose of ~his-seetion subsection (l)(a) 

17 only, the fees of the justice's court shall be the balance 

18 of the fine not otherwise allocated by law and shall be 

19 remitted as set forth in 3-10-603(3). 

20 t3t--A--vioiation--of--6l-8-3B4--is--not--a-misdl!ml!ano~ 

21 pa~suant-to-45-i-l9lT-6l-8-iB47-or-6i-B-1ii~" 

22 Section 3. Section 61-11-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "61-11-103. Violation Offense of eoneerveHon--spl!l!d 

24 limH speeding no record of $5 fine permitted. No 

25 vio1ation-of-61-B-394 offense puQishable by a $5 fine under 
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61-8-718(l)fa) shall be recorded or charged against the 

driver•s record of a person convicted of violating 6%-8-394 

6l-8-JOJ(2)(c), and no insurance company shall hold a 

violation of--61-8-394 punishable under 6l-8-718(l)(a) 

against the insur~d, and there shall be no increase in 

premiums due to a violation e£--6%-8-384 punishable under 

61-8-718(1) (a) . " 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Repealer. Sections 61-8-304 

through 61-8-307 and 61-8-312, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF HONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN -091-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received 01-16 , 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate Bill 108 pursuant to Title 5 1 Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation: 

Senate Bill 108 revises the high.ey speed restrictions; establishing a $5 fine for speeding over 55 miles per 
00\lrs, but less than 71 miles per lnur and prohibiting recording of such offense; speeding of 71 miles per hour 
or mre would be subject to penalties as stated in section 61-8-7ll, M.::A; repeals the fuel conservation speed 
limit; amends sections, 61-8-303, 61-8-718, and 61-11-103, MeA; and repeals sections, 61-8-304 through 61-8-307 
and 6l-8-312,MCA. 

Fiscal Inpa.ct: 

The fiscal impact of . this bill cannot be detennined for the following reasons: 
1. Data is not oollected on the speed at whic:h speeding citations are given. 
2. The nunber of citations and resulting fines for speeding 71 mile~:~ per hour or mre cannot be detenn:ined. 

{k_,j i ;-l..t_ 
·v 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: JIJN P./: J7£r 
r~ Sf>/cJY 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 108 

INTRODUCED BY SHAW 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE HIGHWAY 

SPEED RESTRICTIONS; ESTABLISHING A $5 FINE FOR SPEEDING OVER 

55 MILES PER HOUR BUT LESS THAN Ti ~ MILES PER HOUR AND 

PROHIBITING RECORDING OF SUCH OFFENSE; REPEALING THE FUEL 

CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303, 

61-8-312, 61-8-718, AND 61-11-103, MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 61-8-304 THROUGH 61-8-307 AHB-6t-8-3b!, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

''61-8-303. Speed restrictions basic rule. ( 1} A 

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 

prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, taking into account the amount and 

character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 

vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedom of obstruct~on to view ahead, and he shall drive 

it so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, 

limb, property; or other rights of a person entitled to the 

use of the street or hignway. 
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{2) Where no special hazard exists that requires lower 

speed for compliance with subsection (l) of this section, 

the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits specified 

in this section or established as authorized in 61-8-309, 

61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a speed in 

excess of those limits is unlawful: 

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district: 

(b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair; 

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations dtlri~9-th~ 

~i9hte±m~,--ex~ept--that--the--~~9h~~ime--speed---±±m±t---on 

~ompieted--~eet±o~~--oE--tftterstate-nighw8ys-~s-65-m~%es-pe~ 

hottr. 

t3t--uBaytime&-means-£rem-o~e-ha%E-ho~r-be£ore--sa~rise 

to--o~e-ha%~--hottr--after--s~nseto--~N±9h~timell-means-at-any 

o~her--hot:tr• 

t4till The speed limits set forth in this section may 

be altered by the :ugnway corruniss1on as authorized in 

61-8-309, 61-8-310, and 61-8-313. 

t5ti!l The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent wi~h 

subsection (1), drive a~ an appropriate reduced speed ~he~ 

approaching and cr8ssing an intersection or railway grade 

crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, ~hen 

approaching a hill crest, whe~ traveling ~pan a ~arrow ~r 

winding roadway, and when a specia: ~azard exists ~ith 

SECOND READING 
-2- SE .:.G8 
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respect to pedestrians or othe~ traffic or by reason of 

weather or highwdy condition.'' 

Section 2. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-718. Penalty for v±oiat:i-or~ offense of ~t:l:e± 

eon~~~vat±o~--~pee~--±±m±t speeding. (1) A person violating 

the speed limit imposed pursuant to 6t-8-384 61-:_8-303( 2) {cl 

is guilty of the offense of ttnneee~~ary-wa~~e-of-~-resotlree 

speeding and upon conviction ~drivi~~~ 

[a) more than 55 miles per hour ~ut less than -~ 

~JJes __ ~~·-·-Jtour, which is not a mi~~emeanor oursuant to 

45-2-101, 6!-B-104, ~-~ 61-8-711, shall be fined ~5, !U'J:d: but 

no jail sentence may be imposed!..-;-Bof'ld an9_ _ _E_ond for this 

offense shall be $5; or 

(b) 11 65 miles per hou~ or faster shall be_ sub-iect to 

the penalty provided in 61-8-711 AND BOND FOR THIS OFFENSE 

SHALL BE $25. 

( 2) For the purpose of thi-~-~~et±o~ subsection_ . ~ 

oniy, the fees of the justice's cou~t shall be the balance 

of the fine not otherw1se allocated by law and sha~l oe 

remitted as set forth in 3-i0-603{3). 

t3t--A-~i-oZet±e~--o£--6±-8-3S4--±~--not--~--m±sdem~a~o~ 

ptl~~~a~t-to-45-i-~9t7-6~-8-±947-or-6±-8-1±±7'' 

Section 3. Section 61-ll-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-11-103. V-b~±e:t±on Of fen~~ of conser-v.'!t to~-spet!d 

:1:-i:-m.:t-t speeding no record ~li_ _fine permit ted. No 

-3- SB 108 
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v±o+e:t±on--of-6:!:-6-394 offe:1se punishab:.e by __ ~~ine d_Qd_~_:::_ 

61-8-718(l)(a} shall be recorded or charged aga:~st tnc 

driver's record of a person convi~ted oE violatiny &i-9-~84 

6l-8-J03(2)(c), and no insurance company shall hold a 

violation of---6T-8-394 puni S!labl e_. -.:.r<d.§_£____6~..=___7_1 ~_{J._l..L~l 

against the 1nsured, and there shall be no _ncrease 1n 

premiums due to a violation of-6±-8--384 p_t_mishable under 

61-8-718 ( llJ_i>l_ ... 

SECTION 4. SECTION 61-8-312, MCA, IS ~~E~D£D TQ__~~AD: 

''61-8-312. Special speed limitations on ~rrteks~-tree~ 

t~actor~,. motor-driven cycles,. and vehicles tcwL~.g 

housetrailers. (1) He--~erson--~k~~I--epe~~~e-a"y-trtlek-or 

trac~-tractor-the-9r-O~~-we±ght-o~-wni~h-e~eeed3-9 7 8&S-~o~nd~ 

&t-e-~peed-9reeter-than-65-m~~e~-pe~-h~tlr-on-tho~e-e~mp~eeed 

s~e~±on~-oE-±nterstat~-~~d-£ett~-l~ne-di~ided-h±ghways-and-6B 

m±ies-per-hocr-on-thft~e-e~mp~eted-5eetion~--o£--primery--~nd 

3ee~nciary-h+9hway~~--However-,.-the-tr~~~-niqhtt~me-~peed-iimtt 

shail--n~t-exeee~-that-oE-atltomo6~~e~-a~-~tated-~n-6±-6-383~ 

tit No person sndll operate any motor-driven cycle at 

any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed greacer than 35 

miles per hour unless such motor-driven cycle 1s equipped 

with a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal a 

person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

t3ttll No person shall operate a vehicle which is 

towing a housetrailer ac a speed greater than a max~mum of 

-4- SB 108 
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1 50 miles per hour." 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 61-8-304 

through 61-8-307 snd-6i-8-3i~, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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