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LC 0449/01

BILL No. _|OF
e

INTRODUCED BY _ g f.a s/

‘A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT REVISING THE HIGHWAY

SPEED RESTRICTIONS; ESTABLISHING A $5 FINE FOR SPEEDING OVER
S5 MILES PER HOQUR BUT LESS THAN 71 MILES PER HOUR AND
PROHIBITING RECORDING OF SUCH OFFENSE; REPEALING THE FUEL
CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303,
61-8-718, AND 61-11-103, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS

61-8-304 THROUGH 61-8-307 AND 61-8-312, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-8~303, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-8-303. Speed restrictions -- basic rule. (1) A

person operating or driving a véhicle of any character on a

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and

prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is
reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the
point of operation, taking into account the amount and
character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight "of
vehicle, grade and width of highway., condition of surface,
and freedom of obstruction to view ahead, and he shall drive
it 80 as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life,
limb, property, or other rights of a person entitled tao the

use of the street or highway.
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{2) Where no special hazard exists that requires lower
speed for compliance with subsection (1) of this section,
the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits specified
in this section or established as authorized in 61-8-309,
61-8-310, 61-B-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a speed in
excess of those limits is unlawful:

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district;

(b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction
or repair;

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations during-the

nighttime;—-except—-that—-the--nighttime--speed-—-timit-—-on

© compieted--sections--ef--interstate-highways-is-65-miies-per

hour,

t33—-"Paytimet-means-from-one-hatf-hour—befere--sunrine
to~-ene-hatf--hour--after--sunset:--YNighttime®-means-at-any
other-hourr

t4¥(3) The speed limits set forth in this section may
be altered by the highway commission as authorized in
61-8-309, 61-8-310, and 61-8-313,

+5¥(4) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with
subsection (1), drive at an appropriate reduced speed when
apprecaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade
crossing, When approaching and going around a curve, when
approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon a narrow or

winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with
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respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of
weather or highway condition."
Section 2. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-B-718. Penalty for viotatien offense of  fuet
eonservatie;-—speed—-iimie speeding. (1) A person violating
the speed limit imposed pursuant to 63-8-304 61-8-303(2}(c)
is guilty of the offense of unnecessary-waste-of-a-rescurce

speeding and upon conviction of driving:

{a) more than 55 miles per hour but less than 71 miles

per hour, which is not a misdemeanor pursuant to 45-2-101,

61-«8-104, or 61-8-711, shall be fined $5, and but no jaiil

sentence may be imposed,v—Bend and bond for this offense
shall be $5; or

(b} 71 miles per hour or faster shall be subject to

the penalty provided in 61-8-711.

(2) For the purpose of this-seetion subsection (l)(a)

only, the fees of the justice's court shall be the balance
of the fine not otherwise allocated by law and shall be
remitted as set forth in 3-10-603(3).
t3y--h--viotation——cf——631-H-3I04--is--not--a-nisdemeanar
purauant-to-45-2-3037-61+-8-104;-or-61-8-71:"
Section 3. Section 61-11-103, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-11-103. Vioimtion Qffense of econservatien—-speed

timiét speeding -- no record of $5 fine permitted. No
violation-of-61-8-384 offense punishable by a $5 fine under

_3_
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61-8-718(1)(a) shall be recorded or charged against the
driver's record of a person convicted of violating 6%-8-394
61-8-303(2)(c)., and no insurance company shall hold a
viclation ef--63-8-384 punishable under 61-8-718(1l)(a)

against the insured, and there shall be no increase in
premiums due to a violation of--6:i-8-364 punishable under

61-8-718({1}(a)."
NEW SECTION. Section 4, Repealer. Sections 61-8-304

through 61-8-307 and 61-8-312, MCA, are repealed.

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA _
REQUEST NO. _FNN -091-85

FISCAL NOTE :
Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received 01-16 , 19 85 | there is hereby submitted a

Fiscal Note for Senate Bill 108 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request.

Description of Proposéd Legislation:

Senate Bill 108 revises the higlway speed restrictions; establishing a $5 fine for speeding over 55 miles per
hours, but less than 71 miles per hour and prohmhltlng recording of such offense; speeding of 71 miles per hour
or more would be subject to penalties as stated in section 61-8-711, MCA; repeals the fuel conservation speed
limit; amends sections, 61-8-303, 61-8-718, and 61-11-103, MCA; and repeals sections, 61-8-304 through 61-8-307
and 61-8-312,MCA.

Fiscal Impact:

The fiscal impact of .this bill cannot be determined for the following reasons:
1. Data is not collected on the speed at which speeding citations are given. ‘
2. The mumber of citations and resulting fines for speeding 71 miles per hour or more cannot be determined.

Dovid L o

BUDGET DIRECTOR _
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: t/&/u 2/ /sﬁ'—
TSR 0F
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

1 SENATE BILL NO. 108 1 {2) Where no special hazard exists that requires lower
2 INTRCDUCED BY SHAW 2 speed for c¢ompliance with subsection (1) of this section,
2 3 the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits specified
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING THE HIGHWAY 4 in this section or established as authorized in 61-8-309,
5 SPEED RESTRICTIONS; ESTABLISHING A $5 FINE FOR SPEEDING OVER 5 61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a speed in
6 55 MILES PER HOUR BUT LESS THAN 7% 65 MIiLES PER HOUR AND 6 excess of those limits is unlawful:

7 PROHIBITING RECORDING OF SUCH OFFENSE; REPEALING THE FUEL 7 {a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district;

8 CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303, 8 (b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction
9 61-8-312, 61-8-718, AND 61-11-103, MCA; AND REPEALING 9 or repair;
10 SECTIONS 61-8-304 THROUGH 61-8-307 ANB~61-B-312, MCA." 10 (c} 55 miles per hour in other locations during-the
11 11 nighteime;—-except--that—-the--nighttime--speed---timit---on
12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAfE OF MONTANA: 12 compieted—-sections——of—-%nter:EatE*highway:-is—SE-miies-per
13 Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is amended to read: 13 hour.
14 "61-8-303. Speed restrictions -- basic rule. (1) A 14 fa&—-“Baytime“-means—from—cne‘half“hcur—before—-snnrise
15 person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 15 to——one-hatf-—hegr-——after-—sunsett——iNitghttimel-means-ar-any
16 public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 16 sther-hours
17 prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is 17 t43(3) The speed limits set forth in this section may
18 reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 18 be aitered by the highway commission as authorized in
19 point of operation, taking into account the amount and 19 61-8-309, 61-8-310, and 6i-8-313.
20 character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 20 $53(4) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with
21 vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 21 subsection (1), drive ar an appropriate reduced speed when
22 and freedom of obstruction to view ahead, and he shall drive 22 approaching and crassing an intersection or raillway grace
23 it so as not to uynduly or unreasonably endanger the 1life, 23 crossing, when approaching and going around & curve, when
24 limb, property, or ather rights of a person entitled to the 24 approacning a hill crest, when traveling «pon & DNarrow  or
25 use of the street cr hignway. 25 winding roadway, and when a special nazard exists with
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respect tc pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of
weather or highway condition.”

Section 2. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-718. Penalty [for viotattern offense of fuet
eonservation-—speed--iimtet speeding. {1} A person viglating
tne speed limit imposed pursuant to 6+-8-384 51-8-303(2){c)
is gquilty of the coffense of ummecsasary-wasre-sf-a-regscurce
speeding and upon conviction of driving:

{a} more than 55 miles per hour but less than 3% &5

miles per hour, which is not a misdemeanor pursuant to

45-2-101, 61-8-104, or 61-8-711, shall be fined $5, and but

no Jjail sentence may be imposed,=-3enmd and bond for this
offense shall be $5; or

(b) %% 65 miles per hour or faster shall be subiect to

the penalty provided in 61-8-711 AND BOND FOR THIS QFFENSE

SHALL BE $25.

(2) For the purpose of this-sectism subsection (l)(a)
oniy, the fees of the justice's court shall be rhe balance
of the fine not otherwlse aliccated by law and skall pe
remitted as set forth in 3-10-6G3(3).

$3j--A-viotation--of--61-0-304--it3--not--a--misdemeanor
purdnant—to-45-2-1817-6:-8-1047-or-6-8-711<"

Secticon 3. Section 61-11-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-11-103. Vialatien COffense of conservation-spead

#imie speeding -- no record of $5 fine permitted. No
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viotatton--of-61-8-384 offense punishable by a S5 fine under
£1-8-718(1)(a) shall be recorded cor charged gcainst the
driver's record of a person convicted of viclating gi-8-364
61-8-303(2)(¢), and no insurance company shall noid a

violation of---p¥~8-384 punisnable undei 61-B-718({1)(a)

against the insured, and there shall be ne lncrease in
premiums due to a viclation of-61-8-364 punishable under
£1-8-718(¢1)(a})."

SECTION 4. SECTION 61-8-312, MCA, IS AMENDED TO  READ:

"61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trueks;-kreek
tractors; metor-driven cyclesy and vehicles towing
housetrailers. (1) MNe--person—-ahkatl--cperate-any-truck sr
truck-tractor-the-grosa-werght-of-which-exceeds-8;008-pasunds
at-a-speed-greater-than-65-mittes-per—hour-on-those-comprecad
sections-of-tnterstate-and-four-itane-divided-highways-and-6o
mites-per-hezr-on-those-compteted-sections-~of-—primary--and
secondary-nighways--However;-ehe-truck-—nighteime-speed-timie
shati--net-exceed-that-of-automopties-a3-srared-+n~6:-68-383<

tZy No person snall operate any motor-driven cycle at
any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed greater than 35
miles per hour unless such motor-driven cycle 1s equipped
with a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal i
person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead.

t3}¥{2) No person shall operate a vehicle which is

towing a housetrailer at a speed greater than a maximum of

-4~ 5B 108
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50 miles per hour.”
NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 61-8-304
through 61-8-307 and-61-6-332, MCA, are repealed.

-End-
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