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SENATE BILL NO. _2_7_ 

INTRODUCED BY ----~D~AN~I~E~L~S~--------------------------------

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE SUPREME 

COURT ADMINISTRATOR TO CONDUCT ORIENTATION COURSES AND 

TRAINING SESSIONS FOR CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT, DEPUTY 

CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT, AND PERSONS WHO PERFORM DUTIES 

SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT FOR 

JUSTICES', MUNICIPAL, AND CITY COURTS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Orientation course -- annual training. (1) 

Each year the supreme court administrator shall conduct an 

orientation course for clerks of district court, deputy 

clerks of district court, and persons who perform duties 

similar to those of the clerk of district court for 

justices•, municipal, and city courts. Except for those 

clerks of district court and deputy clerks of district court 

initially elected or appointed to office before October 1, 

1984, each clerk or deputy shall complete the course within 

1 year after his election or appointment unless excused from 

attending as provided in subsection {3). 

(2) In addition to the orientation course provided in 

subsection (1), the supreme court administrator shall 
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LC 0031/01 

conduct an annual training session for clerks of district 

court, deputy clerks of district court, and persons who 

perform duties similar to those of the clerk of district 

court for justices', municipal, and city courts. Each clerk 

of district court and deputy clerk of district court shall 

attend each annual training session unless excused from 

attending as provided in subsection (3). 

(3) The district judge under whose direction the clerk 

of district court or deputy clerk of district court performs 

his duties may, upon request of the clerk or deputy, for 

good cause excuse a clerk or deputy from attending the 

orientation course or an annual training session provided 

for in subsections (1) and (2). A clerk or deputy who fails 

to attend the orientation course or an annual training 

session without proper excuse is disqualified from office. 

(4) The supreme court shall pay each clerk of district 

court's and deputy clerk of district court's actual and 

necessary travel expenses as provided in 2-18-501 through 

2-18-503 for attending the orientation course and each 

annual training session plus the costs of registration, 

books, and other materials. 

Section 2. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 3, 

chapter 5, part 5, and the provisions of Title 3, chapter 5, 

apply to section 1. 

-End- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
- 2 - 58 J. 7 



·sTATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN 020-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 09, 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for S.B. 27 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 27 is an act requiring the Supreme Court Administ~ator to conduct orientation courses and training sessions 
for Clerks of District Court, Deputy Clerks of District Court, and persons who perform duties similar to those of the 
Clerk of District Court for Justices', Municipal and City Courts. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

(1) Between the two annual training sessions, 130 clerks and/or deputies would attend the sessions. 

{2) The statewide average cost per clerk to travel to a session is approximately $115.00. 

(3) Persons who perform duties similar to those of the Clerk of District Court for Justices', Municipal and City Courts 
and attend the sessions will claim their expenses from the county. 

(4) Instructor and other program costs - $12,000. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

General Fund Cost 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

FY 86 
$ 26,950 

FY 87 
$ 26,950 

Any county or city that sends a lower court clerk to one of these sessions 
approximately $115.00 per person. 

FNl :H/3 

will have an additional cost of 

f)/b,J L/1~ 
v-

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ~IJ /'1. l'ts-. , 
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SENATE BILL NO. 27 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

INTRODUCED BY DANIELS 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE SUPREME 

COURT ADMINISTRATOR TO CONDUCT ORIENTATION COURSES AND 

TRAINING SESSIONS FOR CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT, DEPUTY 

CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT, AND PERSONS WHO PERFORM DUTIES 

SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT FOR 

JUSTICES', MUNICIPAL, AND CITY COURTS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Orientation course -- annual training. (1) 

Each year the supreme court administrator shall conduct an 

orientation course for clerks of district court, deputy 

clerks of district courtr and persons who perform duties 

similar to those of the clerk of district court for 

justices', municipal, and city courts. Except for those 

clerks of district court and deputy clerks of district court 

initially elected or appointed to office before October 1, 

1984, each clerk or deputy shall complete the course within 

1 year after his election or appointment unless excused from 

attending as provided in subsection (3). 

(2) In addition to the orientation course provided in 

subsection (1), the supreme court administrator shall 
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SB 0027/02 

conduct an annual training session for clerks of district 

court, deputy clerks of district court, and persons who 

perform duties similar to those of the clerk of district 

court for justices', municipal, and city courts. Each clerk 

of district court and deputy clerk of district court shall 

attend each annual training session unless excused from 

attending as provided in subsection (3). 

(3) The district judge under whose direction the clerk 

of district court or deputy clerk of district court performs 

his duties may, upon request of the clerk or deputy, for 

good cause excuse a clerk or deputy from attending the 

orientation course or an annual training session provided 

for in subsections (11 and (2). A-eierk-er-dep~ty-whe--faiis 

ee--aeeend--ehe--orientstion--eo~rse--or--aft-8ftftHfti-~P8ift*ft~ 

seseion-witho~t-proper-exe~se-is-~isqHaiified--frem--effieeT 

(4) The supreme court shall pay each clerk of district 

court's and deputy clerk of district court's actual and 

necessary travel expenses as provided in 2-18-501 through 

2-18-503 for attending the orientation course and each 

annual training session plus the costs of registration, 

books, and other materials. 

Section 2. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 3, 

chapter 5, part 5, and the provisions of Title 3, chapter 5, 

apply to section 1. 
-End-

-2- SB 27 

SECOND READING 
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SENATE BILL NO, 27 

IHTRODUCIID BY DANIELS 

BY REQUEST OF JOIHT IHTBRIM SOBCOIUUTTEE NO. 3 

A BILL FOR AN ACT EHTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE SUPREME 

COURT ADMIIIISTRATOR TO COIIOIJC'l' ORIEHTATIOII COURSES AND 

TRAIIIING SESSIOIIS FOR CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT, DEPUTY 

CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT, 11.110 PBRSOIIS 1IHO PERFORM DUTIES 

SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE CLERIC OF DISTRICT COURT FOR 

JUSTICES', MUIIICIPAL, AIID CITY COURTS." 

U IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOHTAIIA: 

Section 1. Orientation course -- annual training. (l) 

Bach year the supreae court a~iniatrator shall conduct an 

orientation course for clerks of district court; deputy 

clerks of district court, and persona who perfora duties 

siailar to those of the clerk of district court for 

justices •, municipal, and city courts. Except for those 

clerks of district court and deputy clerks of district court 

initially elected or appointed to office before October 1, 

1984, each clerk or deputy shall complete the course within 

1 year after his election or appointaent unless excused from 

attending as provided in subsection (3). 

(2) In addition to the orientation course provided in 

subsection ( 1). the supreae court adlllin.iatrator shall 
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SB 0027/02 

conduct an annual training session for clerks of district 

court, deputy clerks of district court, and persons who 

perform duties similar to those of the clerk of district 

court for justices•, municipal, and city courts. Each clerk 

of district court and deputy clerk of district court shall 

attend each annual training session unless excused from 

attending as provided in subsection (3), 

(3) The district judge under whose direction the clerk 

of district court or deputy clerk of district court performs 

his duties may, upon request of the clerk or deputy, for 

good cause excuse a clerk or deputy froa attending the 

orientation course or an annual training session provided 

for in subsections (l) and (2). 11.-e!erh-or-depaty-who--fai!e 

te--attend--the--orientation--eoarae--er--en-eeeaa!-treinin9 

eeaeioe-witheat-proper-exeaae-is-dia~aeiified--frem--effieeT 

(4) The supreae court shall pay each clerk of district 

court's and deputy clerk of district court's actual and 

necessary travel expenses as provided in 2-18-501 through 

2-lB-503 for attending the orientation course and each 

annual training session plus the costs of registration, 

books, and other materials. 

Section 2. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 3, 

chapter 5, part 5, and the provisions of Title 3, chapter 5, 

apply to section 1. 
-End-

-2- SB 27 

THIRD READING 


