
2/15 
2/15 
3/07 
3/08 
3/09 
3/09 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 31 

Introduced 
Referred to Business & Labor 
Hearing 
Committee Report-Bill Do Pass 
2nd Reading Do Not Pass 
Resolution Killed 



' 
49th Legislature LC 0977/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED BY }1..{jbbuhJ1T-..IIC/Ift L -~ .J {'-<t~,r>• 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

INTERIM STUDY TO EXAMINE AND IDENTIFY ACTIVITIES OF STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS THAT MAY BE IN COMPETITION WITH THE 

PRIVATE SECTOR AND REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE FINDINGS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STUDY TO THE 50TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, a strong and viable economy characterized by 

stability, diversity, and growth is a primary goal of the 

State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, many instances exist of government competition 

with private enterprise 

manufacturing, servicing, 

activities; and 

and 

in retailing, 

many other 

printing, 

commercial 

WHEREAS, private sector contracting and purchasing 

would broaden the state's tax base through the collection of 

licensing fees and general excise and income taxes; and 

WHEREAS, given the current economic lag in the business 

community, private enterprise would benefit by receiving 

government contracts and by greater merchandising of 

products and services in the 

competition; and 

absence of government 

~n• tooi•~>ti•• cou~d 
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WHEREAS, a thriving small business community is an 

important cornerstone for a healthy and stable economy in 

Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature should assume a more active 

role in assessing the cost-effectiveness and benefits of 

contracting with the private sector for needs and services; 

and 

WHEREAS, private sector contracting, when it is 

cost-effective, will not have the effect of terminating the 

employment of any civil servant. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That an appropriate interim committee be assigned 

to study state and local governmental activities that may be 

in competition with the private sector in the State of 

Montana. 

(2) That the conunittee include in its study 

consideration of at least the following: 

(a) county and municipal printing practices; 

(b) the conduct of state printing and publication; 

(c) the activities of industries established in the 

state institutions that result in the production or 

manufacture of products and the rendering of services 

required by any department or agency of the state or 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
H "tf{ 3/ 
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l political subdivision thereoft 

2 (d) procurement policies and practices of state and 

3 local governments that may deny private enterprise an 

4 opportunity to bid or provide the material or service needs 

5 of the state or local government; and 

6 (e) state purchasing policy that allows the Department 

7 of Administration to sell to or acquire supplies from other 

8 state agencies or public bodies independent of the 

9 requirements of the Montana Procurement Act. 

10 (3) That the committee submit to the 50th Legislature 

11 

12 

a report of 

legislation. 

I 

its findings and recommendations for 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY C0t4!-l. ON 
BIJSINES;; AND LABOR 

INTRODUCED 

-H!2J..L$Lc_ JOINT RESOLUTION J'O; - 3_J_ (~ 
BY -!}'~j-::}__~_/___k~~ '·=~/ ~( q_'-~s~ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND 'tHE HOUSE OF 

REPRESEN'c!\T IVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

IN'L'ERI.M S'I'UDY 1'0 ZXA.MINE AND IDzt~·riFY ACTlVl'l'lES OF STA'l'E 

A!;D LOCAL GOVERNMENTS T!IA'f MAY BE IN COI~PETITION WlrH THE 

rRIVATE SECTOR .~ND REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE HNDINGS AND 

RECOMMEt<DI\TIONS OF THE S'rrJDY TO TilE 50TH L2G1SLATIJRE. 

WHEREAS, a strong and viable economy characterized by 

stability, diversity, and grcwth is a primary goal of the 

State of .Montana; and 

WHERE:AS, many instances exist of government competition 

with private enterprise in relai ling, printing, 

manufacturing, servicing, and moiny other commercial 

activities; and 

WHERF.AS, pr-ivate sector contracting and put{.;'hasing 

would broaden the state's tax base ~hrough the collecti~n of 

licensing fees an.d general excise and incom~ taxes; and 

WHEREAS, given the current economic lag in the busin€!s." 

community, private enterprise would benefit by receiving 

governtnent contracts and by greater merchanJising of 

products and services in the ab<:>ence of governroent 

competition; and 

·~~·'"' '-9''"'"'" wun''' 
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;·mERt:AS, a thriving smatl business cormnunity is ~n 

2 import~nt cornerstone for a healthy dnd stable economy in 

3 Montd.r.<l; and 

4 WHERE~l\S, the Legislature should ~ssuree a more active 

5 role in assessing the cost-effectiveness and benefits of 

6 contracting with the private sector for needs and services; 

and 

8 WHEkEAS, private sector cot.tracting~ when it is 

9 cost-eff~ctive, will not have the effe~t of terminating the 

10 employment of any civil servant. 

ll 

12 NOW, rHEREf'ORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND 'l'HE HOUSE 

l3 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STA'I'E OF MONTANA: 

14 ( 1) That an appropriate interim committee be assigned 

15 to study state and local goverruaental activities that may be 

16 in competition with the private sector in the State of 

17 Mont..J.na. 

18 (2) That the L:'om..--ni t tee include ln ~ ts study 

l') consideration of ac Least the following: 

20 (a) county an~ ~unicipal prin~ing prac~ices; 

2l {b) the e;oD.duct of ~tate printing and pubticdtion; 

22 (c) the activities of industries establishe~ in the 

23 state inst:itution:;; that result in the production or 

2~ manufact<1re of products and tr.e re;1dering of services 

25 required by any departme~t or dgency of tl1e state cr 

-2- SECOND READING 

H~f< 3/ 
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1 political subdivision thereof; 

2 (d) procurement policies and practices of state and 

3 local governme:tts that may deny private enterprise an 

4 opportunity to bid or provide the material or service needs 

5 of the state or local government; and 

6 (e) state purchasing policy that allows the D2partn:cnt 

7 of Administration to sell to or acquire supplies frvrn other 

8 state agencies or public bodies independent of the 

9 requirements of the Montana Procurement Act. 

10 (3) That the committee submit to the 50th Legi:;;;laturt~ 

11 

12 

a report of 

legislation. 

its findings 

-End-

-3-

and reco!ltf:l~~nda tions for 


