
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28 

INTRODUCED BY RAPP-SVRCEK, ASAY, KELLER, PETERSON, VINCENT, 
GILBERT, HOLLIDAY, JENKINS, NEUMAN, BARDANOUVE, SCHYE, 

CODY, COHEN, FRITZ, KOEHNKE, NATHE, YELLOWTAIL, 
SEVERSON, MCCALLUU, CONOVER, WEEDING, LYBECK 

February 12, 1985 

February 18, 1985 

February 19, 1985 

February 20, 1985 

February 21, 1985 

February 22, 1985 

March 25, 1985 

March 28, 1985 

March 30, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49; Noes, 0. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 



March 30, 1985 

April 8, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

-2-

Received from Senate. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

On motion, rules suspended and 
bill placed on third reading 
this day. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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AND THE HOUSE 0~ 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE UNITED·JV~i#~ 

STATES CONGRESS TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT ESTABLISHES A~~~~ 
LONG-TERM FOOD AND FIBER POLICY WITH PRICE, PRODUCTION, AND 1·.·;·. ~?' 

-'/!/~ li/a !)...._. 
STRENGTHEN FAMILY FARM AGRICULTURE C<!!?? ~ CONSERVATION GOALS THAT 

/ii.:.-cf; '/ '!'' :k_ 

WHEREAS, farm legislation presently being considered by 

the United States Congress may determine the survival of 

family farm agriculture and the control of food production 

for decades to come: and 

WHEREAS, current federal tax laws encourage speculation 

in agricultural land and tax sheltering in agriculture, 

giving off-farm investors a competitive advantage over bona 

fide owner-operators; and 

WHEREAS, low commodity prices, high interest rates, 

export embargoes, and overproduction have resulted in a 

severe recession in the farm sector; and 

WHEREAS, the current credit crisis further weakens the 

position of family-owned and operated farms and ranches; and 

WHEREAS, family farm operators have been generally 

recognized as the most efficient producers of food and 

fiber; and 
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LC 0857/01 

WHEREAS, the family-based farm system promotes good 

land stewardship; and 

WHEREAS, agriculture is the leading industry in 

Montana, and Montana should take a leadership role in 

formulating national agricultural policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress is strongly urged to incorporate the 

following policies in the national farm bills presently 

being considered by Congress: 

(1) revision of the federal tax laws to remove the tax 

advantages enjoyed by off-farm investors; 

(2} targeting of federal agricultural credit and 

pricing policies to family-owned and operated farms and 

ranches; 

(3) the establishment of pricing policies through an 

increase in nonrecourse loan rates that support a parity 

formula of at least 75%, with a ceiling of 110%; 

(4) full funding of the Farmers Home Administration to 

continue its function as a lender of last resort for 

family-owned and operated farms and ranches; 

(5) affirmation of supply management as an integral 

part of sound agricultural policy; and 

(6) recognition of the importance of sound soil and 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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1 water conservation practices. 

2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress is urged to 

3 establish a national, long-term food and fiber policy with 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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9 

10 

11 

specific price, production, and conservation goals designed 

to strengthen family farm agriculture. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

United States, Montana's United States Senators· and 

Representatives, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, 

and the United States House Agriculture Committee and Senate 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee. 

-End-
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APPROVED DY COMMITTEE 
ON AGRICULTURE LIVESTOCK 
& IRRIGATION 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28 

INTRODUCED BY RAPP-SVRCEK, ASAY, KELLER, PETERSON, VINCENT, 

GILBERT, HOLLIDAY, JENKINS, NEUMAN, BARDANOUVE, SCHYE, 

CODY, COHEN, FRITZ, KOEHNKE, NATHE, YELLOWTAIL, 

SEVERSON, MCCALLUM, CONOVER, WEEDING, LYBECK 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOOSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE UNITED 

STATES CONGRESS TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT ESTABLISHES A 

LONG-TERM FOOD AND FIBER POLICY WITH PRICE, PRODUCTION, AND 

CONSERVATION GOALS THAT STRENGTHEN FAMILY FARM AGRICULTURE. 

WHEREASJ farm legislation presently being considered by 

the United States Congress may determine the survival of 

family farm agriculture and the control of food production 

for decades to come; and 

WHEREAS, current federal tax laws encourage speculation 

1n agricultural land and tax sheltering in agriculture, 

giving off-farm investors a competitive advantage over bona 

fide owner-operators; and 

WHEREAS, low commodity prices, high interest rates, 

export embargoes, and overproduction have resulted 1n a 

severe recession in the farm sector; and 

WHEREAS, the current credit crisis further weakens the 

position of family-owned and operated farms and ranches; and 
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WHEREAS, family farm operators have been generally 

recognized as the most efficient producers of food and 

fiber: and 

WHEREAS, the family-based farm system promotes good 

land stewardship; and 

WHEREAS, agriculture is the leading industry in 

Montana, and Montana should take a leadership role in 

formulating national agricultural policy. 

NOW, THEREF"ORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF' THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress is strongly urged to incorporate the 

following policies in the national farm bills presently 

being considered by Congress: 

{1) revision of the federal tax laws to remove the tax 

advantages enjoyed by off-farm investors; 

(2) targeting of federal agricultural credit and 

pricing policies to family-owned and operated farms and 

ranches; 

(3) the establishment of pricing policies through an 

increase in nonrecourse loan rates that support a parity 

formula of at least 't-5%-;-wtth-!!-ee±i:tn9-of-Y::ta% 90_!; 

(4) full funding of the Farmers Home Administration to 

continue its function as a lender of last resort for 

family-owned and operated farms and ranches; AND 

-2- HJR 28 

SECOND READING 



HJR 0028/02 

1 t5t--~rr~rmotion--or--3Uppiy--mana~~ment-as-an-~nt~9re~ 

2 part-or-3o~nd-a~r±eai~ttra±-poi±eyJ-end 

3 t6t~ recognition of the importance of sound soil and 

4 water conservation practices. 

5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress is urged to 

6 establish a national, long-term food and fiber policy wjth 

7 specific price, production, and conservation goals designed 

8 to strengthen family farm agriculture. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

10 send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

11 United States, Montana's United States Senators and 

12 Representatives, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, 

13 and the United States House Agriculture Committee and Senate 

14 Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee. 

-End-
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BOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28 

INTRODUCED BY RAPP-SVRCEK, ASAY, KELLER, PETERSON, VINCENT, 

GILBERT, HOLLIDAY, JENKINS, NEUMAN, BARDANOUVE, SCHYE, 

CODY, COHEN, FRITZ, KOEHNKE, NATHE, YELLOWTAIL, 

SEVERSON, MCCALLUM, CONOVER, WEEDING, LYBECK 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE UNITED 

STATES CONGRESS TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT ESTABLISHES A 

LONG-TERM FOOD AND FIBER POLICY WITH PRICE, PRODUCTION, AND 

CONSERVATION GOALS THAT STRENGTHEN FAMILY FARM AGRICULTURE. 

WHEREAS, fa<m legislation presently being considered by 

the United States Congress may determine the survival of 

family farm agriculture and the control of food production 

for decades to come; and 

in 

WHEREAS, current federal tax laws encourage speculation 

agricultural land and tax sheltering in agriculture, 

giving off-farm investors a competitive advantage over bona 

fide owner-operators~ and 

WHEREAS, low commodity prices, high interest rates, 

export embargoes, and overproduction have resulted in a 

severe recession in the farm sector; and 

WHEREAS, the current credit crisis further weakens the 

position of family-owned and operated farms and ranches: and 
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WHEREAS, family farm operators have been generally 

recognized as the most efficient producers of food and 

fiber; and 

WHEREAS, the family-based farm system promotes good 

land stewardship; and 

WHEREAS, agriculture is the leading industry in 

Montana, and Montana should take a leadership role in 

formulating national agricultural policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OP REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress is strongly urged to incorporate the 

following policies in the national farm bills presently 

being considered by Congress: 

11) revision of the federal tax laws to remove the tax 

advantages enjoyed by off-farm investors, 

12) 

pricing 

ranches; 

targeting of 

policies to 

federal agricultural credit and 

faffiily-owned and operated farms and 

Ill the establishment of pricing policies through an 

increase in nonrecourse loan rates that support a parity 

formula of at least T5tT-with-a-ee~ling-oE-It8t 90\J 

14) full funding of the Farmers Home Administration to 

continue its function as a lender of last resort for 

family-owned and operated farms and ranches; AND 

-2- HJR 28 

THIRD READING 
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1 t5t--a£fi~mation--e£--sttpp%y--aa~emeftt-as-_a.ft-i-ntell)ra:± 

2 psrt-o£ -sett nd ~_ag r*c:tt1: ett r.a 3:-pei 1-ey,.- -aru~i 

3 t6till recognition of the importa-nce of s-ound soil and 

4 water con_servation practices. 

5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress is urged to 

6 establish a national, long-term food and fiber policy with 

7 sp_ecific price, P:toduction, and conservation goals designed 

8 to strengthen family farm agriculture. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

10 send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

11 united States, Montana's United States Senators and 

12 Representatives, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, 

13 and the United States House Agriculture Committee and Senate 

14 Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee. 

-End-

-]- !IJR 28 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

~larch 25 85 
························································· 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

~GRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION 
We, your committee on ···································································································································· 

having had under consideration ...•........•.••..•.....•........••..•....•.•.......•••......•................... ~.~~··· ............ No .... ~.~······· .. 

---=t=h==i==r~d:...._ ___ reading copy ( blue 
color 

Rapp-Svrcek (Bengtson) 

URGING CONGRESS TO ENACT LAWS SUPPORTING FAMILY F~l AGRICULTURE 

Respectfully report as follows: That ...•......................•......•.....................................•...• ~:!.~ ............... No .... ?~ ....... . 
be amended as follows: 

1. Page 3, line 3. 
Following: line 2 
Insert: "(5) a unified national program to increase the exporting of 

agricultural products1 and" 

Renumber: Subsequent subsection 

and as amended, 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28 

INTRODUCED BY RAPP-SVRCEK, ASAY, KELLER, PETERSON, VINCENT, 

GILBERT, HOLLIDAY, JENKINS, NEUMAN, BARDANOUVE, SCHYE, 

CODY, COHEN, FRITZ, KOEHNKE, NATHE, YELLOWTAIL, 

SEVERSON, MCCALLUM, CONOVER, WEEDING, LYBECK 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE UNITED 

STATES CONGRESS TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT ESTABLISHES A 

LONG-TERM FOOD AND FIBER POLICY WITH PRICE, PRODUCTION, AND 

CONSERVATION GOALS THAT STRENGTHEN FAMILY FARM AGRICULTURE. 

WHEREAS, farm legislation presently being considered by 

the United States Congress may determine the survival of 

family farm agriculture and the control of food production 

for decades to come; and 

WHEREAS, current federal tax laws encourage speculation 

in agricultural land and tax sheltering in agriculture, 

giving off-farm investors a competitive advantage over bona 

fide owner-operators; and 

WHEREAS, low conunodity prices, high interest rates, 

export embargoes, and overproduction have resulted in a 

severe recession in the farm sector; and 

WHEREAS, the current credit crisis further weakens the 

position of family-owned and operated farms and ranches; and 
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HJR 0028/03 

WHEREAS, family farm operators have been generally 

recognized as the most efficient producers of food and 

fiber; and 

WHEREAS, the family-based farm system promotes good 

land stewardship; and 

WHEREAS, agriculture is the leading industry in 

Montana, and Montana should take a leadership role in 

formulating national agricultural policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress is strongly urged to incorporate the 

following policies in the national farm bills presently 

being considered by Congress: 

{1) revision of the federal tax laws to remove the tax 

advantages enjoyed by off-farm investors; 

(2) targeting of federal agricultural credit and 

pricing policies to family-owned and operated farms and 

ranches; 

(3) the establishment of pricing policies through an 

increase in nonrecourse loan rates that support a parity 

formula of at least ~S%,-with-a-e~iiin9-of-ll8% 90%; 

(4) full funding of the Farmers Horne Administration to 

continue its function as a lender of last resort for 

family-owned and operated farms and ranches; ANB 

-2- HJR 28 

REFERENCE BILL 
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1 t5t--a££irma~ieft--ef--s~pply--manag~meft~-a~-an-±n~egrer 

2 par~-o£-soand-agrieui~~ra%-peiiey;-and 

3 t6t(5) A UNIFIED NATIONAL PROGRAM TO INCREASE THE 

4 EXPORTING OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS; AND 

5 t6t~ recognition of the importance of sound soil 

6 and water conservation practices. 

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress is urged to 

8 establish a national, long-term food and fiber policy with 

9 specific price, production, and conservation goals designed 

10 to strengthen family farm agriculture. 

11 

12 

13 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

send copies of this resolution 

United States, Montana's 

that the secretary of State 

to the President of the 

United States Senators and 

14 Representatives, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, 

15 and the United States House Agricu~ture Committee and Senate 

16 Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee. 

-End-

-3- HJR 28 

., 


