
HOUSE BILL NO, 954 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, SWIFT, FARRELL, SEVERSON 

March 28, 1985 

March 30, 1985 

April 1, 1985 

April 3, 1985 

April 4, 1985 

April 13, 1985 

April 15, 1985 

April 16, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Fiscal Note requested. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Fiscal Note returned. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

On motion, rules suspended to 
accept House Bill No. 954. 
Motion adopted. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rules. 

On motion, taken from 
Committee on Rules and 
rereferred to Committee on 
Local Government. Motion 
adopted. 



April 17, 1985 

April 23, 1985 

April 23, 1985 

April 24, 1985 

On motion, rules temporarily 
suspended for the purpose of 
allowing all bills passed on 
second reading on the 88th 
Legislative Day to be advanced 
to third reading that same 
day. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred as 
amended. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 39~ Noes, 9. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 

IN THE HOUSE 
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Received from Senate. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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1 

2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; "AN ACT CHANGING THE COUNTY 

5 BOUNDARY BETWE~N RA.iALLI AND MISSOULA COUNT! ES IN ORDER TO 

6 INCLUDE THE AREA KNOWN AS THE LOLO AREA IN RAVALLI COUW.'!; 

7 PROVIDING FOR THE AFPROVAL OF THE ELECTORS Of' BOTH COUNTIES 

8 AS REQUIRED BY THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION; PROVIDING FOR 

9 COUNTY RECORDS, INUEB'l'EDNESS I AND TAXATION; AMENDING 

10 SECTIONS 16-232 I>ND l6-243, R.C.M. 1947; PROVIDING AN 

11 APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE," 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

WHEREAS, Article II, section 1, of the Montana 

Constitution states, in part, "All political power is vested 

in and derived from the people. All government of right 

originates with the people, is founded on their will only 

17 ... ": and 

18 WHEREAS, Article II, section 2, of the Montana 

19 Constitution states, in part, liThe people have the exclusive 

20 right of governing themselves as a free, sovereign, and 

21 independent state."; and 

22 WHEREAS, the community of Lola and the surrounding 

23 area, comprising some 351 sections, more or less, is herein 

24 referred to as the "Lola area''; and 

25 WriEREAS, Missoula County and Ravalli County are both 

~'"' , .. ,.,,.,., Cou~'' 

1 

2 

3 

LC 1947/01 

political subdivisions of the State of Montana, aLe adjacent 

to each otheL, and are both adjacent to the Lola area; and 

WHEREAS, the people and landowners of the Lola area 

4 find that the philosophies, activities, and spirit of the 

5 government of Missoula County are highly urban and academic 

6 in nature and are highly incompatible with their own 

7 essentially rural lifestyles and attitudes; and 

8 WHEREAS, the people and landowners of the Lola area 

9 find that the philosophies, activities, and spirit of the 

10 government of Ravalli County are much more in harmony with 

11 their own lifestyles and attitudes; and 

12 WHEREAS, Article XI, sections 2 and !(c), of the 

13 Montana Constitution clearly contemplate the opportunity for 

14 land transfers between counties; and 

15 WHEREAS, Article XI, section 3(1), of the Montana 

16 Constitution provides, in part, ''The legislature shall 

17 provide methods for governing local government units and 

18 procedures for ..• altering their boundaries ... "; and 

19 WHEREAS, the peoplP of the Lolo area desire to withdraw 

20 from Missoula County and join Ravalli County; and 

2l WHEREAS, Title 7, chapter 2, parts 1 through 27, MCA, 

22 fail to stipulate a specific process for this change. 

23 

24 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 Section 1. Section 16-232, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 
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read: 

"Missoula County. Beginning at the intersection of the 

center of the channel of the Flathead river with the south 

line of the north tier of sections of township twenty-one 

(21) north; running thence southerly aloJg the center of the 

main channel of the said Flathead or Pend d'Oreille river to 

its intersection with the south boundary line of township 

nineteen (19) north, range twenty-one (21) west, said poir.t 

being approximately two (2) miles east of the southwest 

corner of said township; thence east on the line between 

townships eighteen (18} and nineteen (19) north, to the 

point where said line intersects the line between ranges 

twenty (20) and twenty-one (21) west; thence south on said 

line between ranges twenty {20) and twenty-one (21) we~t, to 

the summit of the range of mountains commonly called the 

Coeur d'Alene, said mountains dividing the waters of the 

Missoula and Pend d'Oreille or Flathead rivers; thence 

westerly along said summit of the Coeur d'Alene mountains, 

to a point where said summit intersects the summit of the 

watershed dividing the waters of the Missoula and Clarks 

Fork rivers; thence westerly along said surr~it dividing the 

waters of the Mi~soula and Clarks Fork rivers lo the 

northeast corner of section five (5), township seventeen 

(17} north, range twenty-five (25) west; thence running 

south to the southwest corner of section nine (9), township 
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seventeen (17) north, range twenty-five (25) west; thence 

running east to the southeast corner of said section nine 

(9); thence running south to the southwest corner of section 

fifteen (15), township seventeen (17) north, range 

twenty-five (25) west; thence running east to the northeast 

corner of section twenty-four (24); township seventeen {17) 

north, range twenty-five {25) west; thence running south to 

the southeast corner of section thirty-six (36), township 

seventeen {17) north, ranqe twenty-five (25) west; thence 

running east to the northeast corner of section one (1), 

township sixteen (16) north, range twenty-five (25) west: 

thence running south to the southeast corner of said section 

one (1); thence running east to the northeast corner of 

section eight (8), township sixteen (16) north, range 

twenty-four (24) west; thence running south to the southeast 

corner of section seventeen (17), township sixteen (16) 

north, range twenty-four (24) west; thence running east to 

the northeast corner of section twenty-one (21), township 

sixteen (16) north, range twenty-four (24) west; thence 

running south to the southeast corner of said section 

twenty-one {2l)i thence running east to the northeast corner 

of section twenty-six (26}, township sixteen (16) north, 

range twenty-four (24) west; thence running south to the 

southwest corner of section thirty-six (36), township 

sixteen (16) north, range twenty-four (24) west; thence 
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running east to the southeast corner of said section 

thirty-six ( 36)' thence running south to the southwest 

corner of section seven (7), township fifteen (15) north, 

range twenty-three (23) west~ thence running east to the 

northeast corner of section fifteen (15), townShip fifteen 

(15) north, range twenty-three (23) westJ thence running 

south to the southwest corner of section twenty-six (26), 

township fifteen (15) north, range twenty-three (23) west; 

thence running east to the northeast corner of section 

thirty-one ( 31)' township fifteen (15) north, range 

twenty-two (22) west; thence running south to the southeast 

corner of said section thirty-one (31): thence running west 

to the quarter corner on the north line of section one {1), 

township fourteen (14) north, range twenty-three {23) west; 

thence running south to an intersection with the center of 

the channel of the Missoula river; thence running in a 

northwesterly direction, following the center of the channel 

of the Missoula river to its intersection with the line 

dividing townships fourteen {14) and fifteen (15) north; 

thence running west to the northeast corner of section five 

(5), township fourteen (14) north, range twenty-three (23) 

west; thence running south to the southeast corner of said 

sect ion : i ve { 5) ; thence runRi ng west to the southwest 

corner of said section five (5); thence running south to the 

southeast corner of section eighteen (18), township fourteen 
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(14) north, range twenty-three (23) west; thence running 

west to the southwest corner of said section eighteen (18); 

said point being on the Lo Lo guide meridian; thence running 

south on the Lo Lo guide meridian to the third standard 

parallel north; thence running east ~o-ehe-ner~hea~~-eorne~ 

o£-sec~ion--ene--tlt,--~ownship--~we~•e--t±rt--northr--range 

~wen~y-fo~r-tr4t-west;-thenee-r~nning-se~~h-to-the-~o~~hea~~ 

eorner--of--seetion--th~rty-s±x--t36tt--town~h±p-twe~ve-ti~t 

northr-range-twenty-fottr-ti4t-west;-thenee-rttnning--we~t--to 

the--northwest--eorner--o£--~eetion-six-t6tr-town~hip-ele~en 

filt-northr-range--twenty-£ottr--t~4t--west;--thenee--rttnning 

sottth--to--the-Montana-!daho-~tate-i±ne;-thence-r~nning-±n-a 

genera~-so~theaster~y-direetion-£oilowing-~oid-iine--to--the 

interseetion--wi~h--the--so~th--line-o£-townsh±p-eie~en-ttit 

north 7-range-twenty-two-t~2t-west; to the northeast corner 

of section 5, township twelve (12) north, range twenty (20) 

west, Principal Meridian, Montana; thence south to the 

southwest corner of section sixteen (16}, township twelve 

(12) north, range twenty (20} west, thence east to the 

northeast corner of sectiun t~enty-three (23), township 

twelve (12) north, range twenty (20) west; thence south to 

the southeast corner of section twenty~six (26), township 

twelve (12) north, range twenty (~0) west; thence east to 

the nort~east corner of section thirty-one {31), township 

eleven (11} north, range eighteen (18) west; thence south to 
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the southeast corner of section thirty-one (31), township 

eleven (11) north, range eighteen (18) west; thence running 

east along the line between townships ten (10) and eleven 

(11) north, to an intersection with the center of the 

channel of Rock creeki thence running in a northerly 

direction following down the center of the channel of Rock 

creek to the center of the channel of the Hell Gate river; 

thence running in an easterly direction up the center of the 

old original channel of said river as the same existed at 

the time of the creation of Missoula county, to an 

intersection with a line projected due north from the top of 

Medicine Tree hill, said natural monument being located in 

township eleven (11) north, range fifteen (15) west; thence 

running north along said line to the top of the divide 

between the Hell Gate and Blackfoot rivers; thence running 

in an easterly direction following the summit of said divide 

to its intersection with the east line of township twelve 

(12) north, range fourteen (14) west; thence running north 

along the line between ranges thirteen (13) and fourteen 

(14) west, observing the offsets and corrections thereto to 

the northeast corner of township sixteen (16) north, range 

fourteen (14) west; thence running west along the fourth 

standard parallel north to an intersection with a line 

heretofore described as being projected due north from the 

top of Medicine Tree hill: thence running north along said 
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line to an intersection with the south line of the north 

tier of sections of township twenty-one (21) north, range 

fifteen (15) west; thence running west along the south line 

of the north tier of sections of township twenty-one (21) 

north to the place of beginning. The county seat is 

Missoula, Montana ... 

Section 2. Section 16-243, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read: 

''Ravalli County. Beginning at the intersection of the 

boundary line between Montana and Idaho with the line 

dividing townships ten (10) and eleven (11) north, range 

twenty-two (22) west, and running thence in a general 

southerly direction following said boundary line to an 

intersection of the summit of the Bitter Root mountains with 

the continental divide, said intersection being six (6) 

miles 1 more or less, northwest of the crossing of the 

Dehalonega pass; thence running in a general northeasterly 

direction along the top of the continental divide to an 

intersection with the summit of the divide between Bitter 

Root river and Rock creek; thence following the summit of 

said divide in a northerly direction to its intersection 

with the north line of township ten 110) north, range 

eighteen (18} west; thence following the line between 

township ten (10) north and eleven {11) north, west to the 

southe~st corner of section thirty-one 131), township eleven 
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( 11) north, range eighteen ( 18 )_ 'West, Principal Meridian, 

Montana; th_ence north to the northeast corner of section 

thir~one (31), township twelve (12) north, range eighteen 

1_18) west; t 1:1ence west to the southeast corner of section 

cwent_x.:six (26), towns!lJ:.E twelve_ (12) north, range twent.:t 

EQ> west; thence_ north to the northeast corner of section 

twE.£1!.y-three~...L_township twelve (12) north, range twenty 

~Q) west; thence west to the southwest -~orner ~_section 

sixteen (16}, township twelve (12) north, range twenty (20) 

we~~__J:he~~~rt__!!_t:.2_ the Tt>i rd Standard Parallel North; 

thence runnl~ west to the n?_r-cheast corner of section one 

( l), township twely~~ north, rang~:...., __ twenty-four ( ~ 

west1__.~ thence run~__§_~~--~-__!_~-~_soulheast corner of 

sect ion th i r t v-s_ix ( 36) , township twelve ( 12) north, range 

twenty-four (24) west; thence running west to the northwest 

S'Q_£ne~ __ of secUQ__~~~~h_l_o~_!!~!"tj_p~el~-~~_{11} north, range 

twenty-two (22) ~est; thence running south ~_9~~ 

Montana-Idaho state .~J.~e: thence running in a general 

southeasterly direction fo~low.!_!_i.~t!._!ine to the point of 

beginning. The county seat is Hamilton, Montana.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Procedure for change of 

22 boundary. (l) The question of whether the boundaries of 

23 Missoula and Ravalli Counties shall be changed as provided 

24 in sections l and 2 shall be placed on the ballots of each 

2S county at a date determined by a joint meeting of the boards 

-9-
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of county commissioners of Missoula and Ravalli Counties. If 

approved by a majority of those voting on the question in 

each of the countiesi the boundaries as amended in sections 

1 and 2 are effective 120 days after the date of the 

election. 

(2) If the change of boundaries is approved by the 

electorate, officials and employees of Missoula and Ravalli 

Counties shall cooperate to effect an orderly, expeditious, 

and fair transition for the boundary change. Provisions 

relating to county records, indebtedness, liabilities, 

assets, and taxation shall be as provided in Title 7, 

chapter 2, part 1, and 7-2-2102. 

NEW Sl!:CT~ON. Section 4. Appropr i.a t ion. There is 

appropriated to the Department of Administration $1,000 from 

the general fund for distribution to the Counties of 

Missoula and Ravalli, based upon the number of persons in 

each county voting on the question presented in section 3, 

to be used for the costs of such election. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN526-R5 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 . 

In compliance with a written request received MarCb 30 , 19 85 , there is hereby' submitted a 
Fiscal Note for H B. 954 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Hontana Code Annotated (HCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office, of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the -Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION 
An act changing the county boundary between Ravalli and Missoula counties in order to include .the area known as the 
Lolo Area in Ravalli county; providing for the approval of' the electors of both counties as required by the Montana 
Constitution; providing for county records, indebtedness, and taxation; providing an appropriation; and providing 
an immediate effective date, 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES 
The proposed legislation provides for the transfer of land known as "the Lolo area" from Missoula to Ravalli county 
upon approval of the voters in each county. The Missoula county assessor's office has indicated that this area is 
comprised of school districts 116 (Florence Carlton) and 117 (Lolo), which have current taxable values of $854,500 
and $3,001,691 respectively. Final approval by the voters would result in the transfer of total taxable-value of 
$3,856,191 from Missoula to Ravalli county. (As a consequence of this action the limit on the bonded indebtedness 
of Missoula county would fall and that of Ravalli county would· rise by a like amount.) 

!J/.Wij j aJb-
v

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

~toJ ~ j')f{s-Date: 
'1 I -. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 954 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, SWIFT, FARRELL, SEVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE COUNTY 

BOUNDARY BETWEEN RAVALLI AND MISSOULA COUNTIES IN ORDER TO 

INCLUDE THE AREA KNOWN AS THE LOLO AREA IN RAVALLI COUNTY: 

PROVIDING FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE ELECTORS OF BOTH COUNTIES 

AS REQUIRED BY THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION: PROVIDING FOR 

COUNTY RECORDS, INDEBTEDNESS, AND TAXATION: AMENDING 

SECTIONS 16-232 AND 16-243, R.C.M. 1947: PROVIDING AN 

APPROPRIATION: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, Article II, section 1, of the Montana 

Constitution states, in part, "All political power is vested 

in and derived from the people. All government of right 

originates with the people, is founded on their will only 

••• 
11

; and 

WHEREAS, Article II, section 2, of the Montana 

Constitution states, in part, 11The people have the exclusive 

right of governing themselves as a free, sovereign, and 

independent state.": and 

WHEREAS, the community of Lolo and the surrounding 

area, comprising some 351 sections, more or less, is herein 

referred to as the "Lola area"; and 

WHEREAS, Missoula County and Ravalli County are both 
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political subdivisions of the State of Montana, are adjacent 

to each other, and are both adjacent to the Lolo area; and 

WHEREAS, MANY OF the people and landowners of the Lolo 

area find that the philosophies, activities, and spirit of 

the government of Missoula County are highly urban and 

academic in nature and are highly incompatible with their 

own essentially rural lifestyles and attitudes; and 

WHEREAS, MANY OF the people and landowners of the Lolo 

area find that the philosophies, activities, and spirit of 

the government of Ravalli County are much more in harmony 

with their own lifestyles and attitudes; and 

WHEREAS, Article XI, sections 2 and 7(c}, of the 

Montana Constitution clearly contemplate the opportunity for 

land transfers between counties~ and 

WHEREAS, Article XI, section 3(1), of the Montana 

Constitution provides, in part, '*The legislature shall 

provide methods for governing local government units and 

procedures for ... altering their boundaries ..... ; and 

WHEREAS, MANY OF the people of the Lolo area desire to 

withdraw from Missoula County and join Ravalli County: and 

WHEREAS, Title 7, chapter 2, parts 1 through 27, MCA, 

fall to stipulate a specific process for this change. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-232, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

YELLOW PRINTING DISPENSED 
-2- HB 954 
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read: 

"Missoula County. Beginning at the intersection of the 

center of the channel of the Flathead river with the south 

line of the north tier of sections of township twenty-one 

(21) north; running thence southerly along the center of the 

main channel of the said Flathead or Pend d'Oreille river to 

its intersection with the south boundary line of township 

nineteen (19) northr range twenty-one (21) west, said point 

being approximately two (2) miles east of the southwest 

corner of said township; thence east on the line between 

townships eighteen (18) and nineteen (19) north, to the 

point where said line intersects the line between ranges 

twenty (20) and twenty-one (21) west; thence south on said 

line between ranges twenty (20) and twenty-one (21) west, to 

the summit of the range of mountains commonly called the 

Coeu~ d'Alene, said mountains dividing the waters of the 

Missoula and Pend d'Oreille or Flathead rivers; thence 

westerly along said summit of the Coeur d'Alene mountains, 

to a point where said aummit intersects the summit of the 

watershed dividin9 the waters of the Missoula and Clarks 

Fork rivers; thence westerly along sald summit dividing the 

waters of the Missoula and Clarks Fork rivers to the 

northeast corner of section five (5), township seventeen 

(17) north, range twenty-five (25) west; thence runnin9 

south to the southwest corner of section nine (9), township 
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seventeen (171 north, range twenty-five (25) west; thence 

running east to the southeast corner of said section nine 

(9); thence running south to the southwest. corner of section 

fifteen (15), township seventeen (17) north, range 

twenty-five (25) west: thence running east to che northeast 

corner of section twenty-four (24); township s~venteen (17) 

north, range twenty-five (25) west; thence running south to 

the southeast corner of section thirty-six (36), township 

seventeen (17) north, ran9e twenty-five (25) west; thence 

running east to the northeast corner of section one (1), 

township sixteen (16) north, ran9e twenty-five (25) west; 

thence running south to the southeast cornet of said section 

one (1); thence running east to the northeast corner of 

section eight (8), township sixteen (16) north, range 

twenty-four (24) west; thence running south to the southeas~ 

corner of section seventeen (17), township sixteen {16} 

north, range twenty-four (24) west; thence running east to 

the northeast corner of section twenty-one (2l)r township 

siKteen (16) north, ran9e twenty-four (24) west: thence 

running south to the soutneast corner of said section 

twenty-one (21); thence runnin9 east to the northeast corner 

of section twenty-six (26), township sixteen (16) north, 

•an9,e twenty-four (24) west: thence running south to the 

southwest corner of section thirty-six (36), township 

sixteen (16) north, range twenty-four (24) west; thence 
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running east to the southeast corner of said section 

thirty-six (36): thence running south to the southwest 

corner of section seven (7), township fifteen (15) north, 

range twenty-three (23) west; thence running east to the 

northeast corner of section fifteen (15), township fifteen 

{15) north, range twenty-three (23) west; thence running 

south to the southwest corner of section twenty-six (26), 

township fifteen (15) north, range twenty-three (23) west; 

thence running east to the northeast corner of section 

thirty-one (31), township fifteen (15) north, range 

twenty-two (22) west; thence running south to the southeast 

corner of said section thirty-one (3l)i thence running west 

to the quarter corner on the north line of section one (1), 

township fourteen (14) north, range twenty-three {23) west; 

thence running south to an intersection with the center of 

the channel of the Missoula river; thence running in a 

northwesterly direction, following the center of the channel 

of the Missoula river to its intersection with the line 

dividing townships fourteen (14) and fifteen (15) north; 

thence running west to the northeast corner of section five 

(5), township fourteen (14) north, range twenty-three (23) 

west; thence running south to the southeast corner of said 

section five (5); thence running west to the southwest 

corner of said section five (5); thence running south to the 

southeast corner of section eighteen (18}, township fourteen 
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(14) north, range twenty-three (23) west; thence running 

west to the southwest corner of said section eighteen (18); 

said point being on the Lo Lo guide meridian; thence running 

south on the Lo Lo guide meridian to the third standard 

parallel north; thence running east ~e-~he-northeast-eorne~ 

oE-seetion--o~e--tit7--township--tweive--t%it--nor~h,--ranqe 

twenty-£o~r-ti4t-west;-thenee-r~nning-so~~h-to-the-so~theest 

eo~ne~--e£--seet~eft--tftirty-si~--t36t;--tewftsh~p-twe~ve-t%it 

north7-ran~e-twenty-£ottr-ti4t-west~-thenee-r~nning--west--to 

the--northwest--eorner--er--seetion-six-t6t,-townshi~-eieven 

tlit-nertft7-r8nge--twenty-£e~r--ti4t--west~--tfteftee--r~nniftg 

~e~th--to--the-Montana-fdahe-state-iine~-thenee-r~nning-in-a 

qeneral-so~theasteriy-direetien-rollowing-said-iine--to--the 

intetseetion--with--the--so~th--iine-o£-township-eleven-tiit 

north7-range-twenty-two-t~~t-westi to the northeast corner 

of section 5, township twelve (12) north, range twenty (20) 

west, Principal Meridian, Montana: thence south to the 

southwest corner of section sixteen (16), township twelve 

(12) north, range twenty (20) west, thence east to the 

northeast corner of section twenty-three (23), township 

twelve {12) north, range twenty (20) west; thence south to 

the southeast corner of section twenty-six (26), township 

twelve (12) north, range twenty {20) west; thence east to 

the northeast corner of section thirty-one (31), township 

eleven (11) north, range eighteen (18) west; thence south to 

-6- HB 954 
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the .. out:l>east corner of section thirty-.one {311, to..,sl>i;p 

eleven Ull north, range eighteen .( lS) west; tbenoe runni:I><J 

east alofl9 t·he line between townships ten ( 101 and eleven 

(11) north, to an intersection with the center af the 

channel of Rock creek; thence ru-nnin.g in a northerly 

direction following down the center of the channel of Rock 

creek to the center of the channel of the Hell Gate river; 

thence running in an east-erly direction up -the center o'f ·the 

old original channel of said ri<fer as the same existed at 

t-he ·time of the creation of Missoula county, to an 

ihte:rsection with a line proj-s-eted due north from the top of 

Medicine Tree hill, said :natural monurne-nt being located in 

township eleven (ll) north, range fifteen (15) west; thence 

runni119 north a1,.,ng said line to the top of the divide 

between the Hell Gat-e and Blackfoot rivers; thence running 

in -an easterly direction following the summit -of said divide 

to its intersection wd.t'h t-he ea-st line of town-ship twelve 

( 12) noTth7 r-ange fou.r:tl,.!n ( 14) west; thence running north 

·alollil the line t>et-.m tcanlfeS 'thirteen (13) and fourteen 

·ll":) west, ·-ervilllg the offsets and corrections tbere<to :to 

'the .nonheas.t .cor·ne<- coot uwnshi;p si~eteen (16) m>r·t:h., ·ra11~ 

fottt>ct'eeh 'll4.) west; ·tnenee :runn;i<ng west along the tlou:rth 

stllin<Ja.r<l 'Pa"allel north to -an i•ntlersectf.on wi<t,h a lhi'ile 

~d!Wr>e described as beilli! pt'0~4 'Due north :f·rtnh :the 

•tQP ·Of llledi<:~ne 'l'r.ee 'M.'lll.:; tbence runniJlll north alt>ng said 

_.,_ 
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lilhe to ..., iO>te.-.... ~;.,. wi:tl> tlbe "SJ:>U:th nne of ·l:!be 'ftO'rt::h 

ti.,., of secticms Qlf tOOill>Slhip >t.wentro"'" ~1'1.) "'l:>Ttll, r~ 

fift"""n llii) ft'S't; tlbenoe :ruuni'Ag west al<:mt tbe s<>ut·h li

of the narth tier of 'SeCtions af towns:blip twenty-one ~211 

north to the place oJ: beginnin<J. The ""'"""tl' ,..,.t i.s 

-Missoula, 'Montilna .. '" 

Section 2. Section Hi-243, R.C.tl. Ull17, is amended to 

r-ead: 

"JtavaHi Cou.rt:·y. Beginning ilt ·t:'he i:n~sec'tion of the 

boundary line 'between 11km'l:ana all<il Idaho .. 'itlh t'be Hne 

¢ivi·<ling townsh4>s ten p.o~ anill eleven '{lll nortiL, range 

twellty-two (;!2') w.ost, and runnin'il tnenoe i.Jl a ~eneral 

southerly direction f<;>llo..,ing said boull<ilary lirre to an 

in~i>ecti·on of the sununit of ·t:be eu:u:er RG!!>t •IIIGunta it>s wi!l::ll 

t'he continental ilivide, ...,id i·nt-e:r.,..o.tion 'beifl9 ·six ~ii') 

miles., more or l-ess, nOTt-hwes·t of t:he c·rossin; of ttH! 

Dehalonega ·pass.; t-hence .running in a ·-vene,r•l 'lu:J·r:thea·st-e:rl;w 

ilireetion alen9 the top o'f tbe •con'ti.nen~1l divide t<:> an 

i1l1tlerseeH•Ii>n ~W.i.'llh tbl! """'""it .Oif lille <Aivii:de ~between &h•to<.r 

Jloot ri..e•r ami llock ~; 'thence '£ol~ the 'SWIIULi't ·Oif 

sai<lil <iiliv1>Cle i1> a -tt:be:rly •lf<Weoti•on 'to its illtlersect•iOTI 

W>i'th >t:lre •IK>r'th line ,of t<>ull!!ll\.,. \ben ,(10') •RIImt'h, ~ 

eac~n lUJn ~t~ 'tJiielll:ll! $c>ll.llwilhg t'tM! u.., _...,, 
~ip •t:tm ~'1'•) n:or't'h •nil -.:....- ~U:) 'IID'r"t;lL, --Sit '1:0 ~ 

southeast ·et>rner of section <thh-t:r-one (lU.J,, -i;p ,el•et~en 

.;a- liB 951! 
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(11) north, range eighteen {18) west, Principal Meridian, 

MontanaJ thence north to the northeast corner of section 

thirty-one (31), township twelve (12) north, range eighteen 

(18) west; thence west to the southeast corner of section 

twenty-six (26), township twelve {12) north, range twenty 

(20) west; thence north to the northeast corner of section 

twenty-three (23), township twelve (12) north, range twenty 

(20) west; thence west to the southwest corner of section 

sixteen (16), township twelve (12) north, range twenty (20) 

west; thence north to the Third Standard Parallel North: 

thence running west to the northeast corner of section one 

(1), township twelve (12) north, range twenty-four (24) 

west; thence running south to the southeast corner of 

section thirty-six (36), township twelve (12) north, ranqe 

twenty-four (24) west; thence running west to the northwest 

corner of section six (6), township eleven (11) north, range 

twenty-two {22) west; thence running south to the 

Montana-Idaho state line; thence running in a general 

southeasterly direction following said line to the point of 

beginning. The county seat is Hamilton, Montana. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Procedure for change of 

22 boundary. (1) The question of whether the boundaries of 

23 Missoula and Ravalli Counties shall be changed as provided 

24 in sections 1 and 2 shall be placed on the ballots of each 

25 county at a date determined by a joint meeting of the boards 
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of county commissioners of Missoula and Ravalli Counties. If 

approved by a majority of those voting on the question in 

each of the counties, the boundaries as amended in sections 

1 and 2 are effective 120 days after the date of the 

election. 

(2) If the change of boundaries is approved by the 

electorate, officials and employees of Missoula and Ravalli 

Counties shall cooperate to effect an orderly~ expeditious, 

and fair transition for the boundary change. Provisions 

relating to county records, indebtedness, liabilities, 

assets, and taxation shall be as provided in Title 7, 

chapter 2, part 1, and 7-2-2102. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Appropriation. There is 

appropriated to the Department of Administration $lt&&9 $1 

from the general fund for distribution to the Counties of 

Missoula and Ravalli, based upon the number of persons in 

each county voting on the question presented in section 3, 

to be used for the costs of such election. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-10- HB 954 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

Page 1 of 2 

APR 23, 85 
DATE 

3:30 
SENATE 

SENATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
MR. CHAIRMANo 1 MOVE TO AMEND REPORT OF APRIL 2 3 ON HOUSE BILL 

TIME 

No.~_. 

---------~ ----- t as follows· 

:x.lail£18 

lflil5dOOfR 

'31111: 

1, Amendment No. 3. 
Following: •Insert: "7-2-2201,• 
Insert: •7-2-2202,• 

2~ Amendment No. 5. 

a. Page 2. 
Following: Section 1 
Insert: •section 2. Section 7-2-2202, MCA, is amended to 
read: 

"7-2-2202. Limitations on creation of new counties. 
(1) No new county shall be established which shall 

reduce any county to an assessed valuation of less than $12 
million, inclusive of all assessed valuation as shown by the 
last preceding assessment. 

(2) No new county shall be formed which contains an 
assessed valuation of property less than $10 million, 
inclusive of all assessed valuation, as shown by the last 
preceding assessment of the county or counties from which 
such new county is to be established. 

(3) No new county shall be established which shall 
reduce the area of any existing county from which territory 
is taken to form such new county to less than i,~ee 500 
square miles of surveyed land, exclusive of all fore~ 
reserve and Indian reservations within old counties. 

(4) No territor shall be taken from and 
adde to another count unless its surve ed area 1s reater 
than 9 sruare m1 es; 

f4f (5 No new county shall be formed which contains 
less than-~,999 250 square miles of surveyed land, exclusive 
of all forest reierve land or Indian reservations not open 
for settlement. 11

" 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

b. Page 3, Section 3. 
Following: subsection (1) (a) 
Insert: "(b) a general map, on a separate page or pages, 
which with shaded areas or darkened boundary lines will 
display to prospective petition signers the general outlines 
of the territory described in subsection (a);" 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

. ( CONTINUEp>~k:lcc-J'~.f"". .. 

c 

c 

~1 

(.; 

Page 2 of 2 
HB 954 

c. Page 3, Section 3. 

.. Jl1>l.lg. .. .n.l ....... 19 .. ~.~ .. 

Following: "formed" in line 4 of subsection (1) (c) 
Strike: ", and" 
Insert: ";" 
Following: "formation;'' in line 6 of subsection (1) (c) 
Insert: "and a statement that the surveyed area of the 
territory proposed to be transferred is greater than 49 
square miles;" 

d. Page 4, Section 4. 
Following: "part." in line 4 of subsection (2) 
Insert: •The county attorney shall cooperate with and 
provide necessary services to the person who submitted the 
petition to ensure that an adequate and valid legal 
description is written for the proposed new county 
boundaries." 

e. Page 9, Section 13. 
Following: subsection (2) (c) 
Insert: "(3) If the proposed new county is to be an 
existing county enlarged by territory taken from one or more 
other counties, the question of the election of the county 
seat may not be submitted to the electors at the election 
provided for in 7-2-221S.n 

- -~ 
~T_j 

REJECT 
-z :? -7(~# 

FARRELf.7 
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SENATE 

HOUSE BILL 954 
PAGE 1 of 11 PAGES 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

AP.R~L.J3 .. . 19 .. 85 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We. your comm•tlee on 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

hav•ng had under cons•deral•on ... 
HOUSE BILL 

TIIIRD BLUE 
--------- readmg copy I---,--

(FULLER WILL CARRY) colo• 

CHANGE BOUI>DARY BETWEEN MISSOULA AND RAVALLI COUNTIES IN THE 
LOLO AREA 

Respectfully repwt as follows· 

be amended as follows: 

1. Title, lines 4 through 6. 
Following: "AN ACT" on line 4 

. No .. 

954 

954 

Strike: remainder of line 4 through "COUNTY" on line 6 
Insert: "PROVIDING FOR THE DETACHMENT OF TERRITORY FROM ONE 
COUNTY AND ITS ANNEXATION TO ANOTHER COUNTY" 

~u 

2. Title, lines 8 and 9. 
Following: "CONSTITUTION; •• 

on line 8 
Strike: remainder of line 8 through "TAXATION:" on line 9 

3. Title, lines 10 and 11. 
Following: "SECTIONS 11 on line 10 
Strike: remainder of line 10 through "DATE" on line 11 
Insert: "7-2-2201, 7-2-2205 through 7-2-2207, 7-2-2215 
THROUGH 7-2-2207, 7-2-2215 THROUGH 7-2-2219, 7-2-2221 
THROUGH 7-2-2224, AND 7-2-2243, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 
7-2-2203 AND 7-2-2210, MCA" 

4. Page 1, line 13 through line 22, page 2. 
Strike: preamble in its entirety 

5. Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

(continued) 

uxx~~lif!x lfl CONTINUED 

Chairman 

'J 

J 

0 

HOUSE BILL 954 
PAGE 2 of 11 PAGES Xl!U: APRIL 23 19. ~.s. 

Section 1. Section 7-2-2201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2201. Authorization to create new counties. (1) 
New counties may, from time to time, be formed and --
created in this state from portions of one or more counties 
which shall have been created and in existence for a period 
of more than 2 years, in the manner set forth and provided 
in this part. 

(2) A county enlarged by the addition of territory 
taken from one or more other count1es 1s a new county under 
the prov1s1ons of this part. 11 

Section 2. Section 7-2-2205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2205. Petition for creation of new county • 
(1) Whenever it is desired to divide any county or 
counties and form a new county out of a portion of the 
territory of the then-existing county or counties, a 
petition shall be presented to the board of county 
commissioners of the county from which the new county is to 
be formed, in case said proposed new county is to be 
formed from but one county, or to the board of county 
commissioners of the county from which the largest area of 
territory is proposed to be taken for the formation of 
such new county, in case said new county is to be formed 
from portions of two or more existing counties. 

(2) (a) ~he If the proeesed new county is to be formed 
from a portion of onlS one ex~st1ng counth, the pet~t1on 
eh~~~ must be s1gned y at least 50% of t e registered 
electors-of the proposed new county. 

(b) %ft-eaees-wftere If the proposed new county is to be 
formed from portions of two or more counties, separate 
petitions must be presented from the territory taken 
from each county, and each of the petitions must be signed 
by at least 50% of the registered electors of the proposed 
portions. 

(c) 

feT (d) The signatures need not all be appended 
to one paper but may be signed to several petitions, which 
must be similar in form. When so signed, the several 
petitions may be fastened together and shall be treated 
and presented as one petition." 

(fcf. coon~" 
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Section 3. Section 7-2-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 
•7-2-2206. Contents of petition, (1) Such petition 

or petitions ahaii must contain: ---
~it J!l a pa~~~e~la~ legal description of the 

he~ft8aries--ei-~he-prepese&-new--ee~n~y territory proposed 
to be taken from the county in which the pet~tlon is 
c1rculated; 

tif--a-e~a~e~eft~-~fta~-fte-iifte-~heree~--~aRee8--w*~"*" 
~§--miies--ef--~he--ee~r~heuee--ei~uaee&--e~-~he-eeun~y-eea~ 
e£-any-eeunty-prepeee8-te-be-div~aea7--exeept-ae-ether~ee 
previSe8-in-thie-pert~ 

i~T (b) a statement of the assessed valuation of such 
proposed -county as shown by the last preceding 
assessment, inclusive of all assessed valuation: 

~•t (c) a statement of the surveyed area, in square 
miles, which will remain in the county or counties from 
which territory is taken to form such new county 
after such county is formed, and a statement of the 
surveyed area in square miles, which will be in the new 
county after formation: 

(d) a warninf that a hersan is subject to a $500 fine 
or 6 months in ..... .... .... b.-... if h"" ..................... .,. .... f .. f 1 ... 

thio 

fJ ... 00~"'"" 
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NEW SECTION. Section 4. Submission of petition for 
approval. (1) Before a petition may be circulated for 
signatures, a sample petition must be submitted to the 
county election administrator in the form in which it will 
be circulated for approval as to form. 

(2) The county election administrator shall refer a 
copy of the sample petition to the county attorney, who 
shall revie\Y the sample petition to e11sure compliance with 
the requirements of this part. 

Ill If the petition is rejected as to form, the county 
election administrator shall within 10 days after submission 
of the sample send written netic@ to the person who 
submitted the petition. 

(4) If the petition is approved as to form, the 
election administrator shall within 21 days after submission 
of the sample send written notice to the person who 
submitted the petition. Thereafter the petition may not be 
challenged except with regard to the number and validity of 
signatures appended to it. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Number of signatures required -
time allowed for collecting them. (1) For the purpose of 
determining the number of signatures needed on a petition to 
meet the percentage requirements of this part, the number of 
registered electors in a territory proposed to be included 
in a new county is the number of people registered to vote 
in that territory in the most recent general election. 

(2) All petition signatures must be collected and 
filed within 120 days of the date of the notice that the 
petition has been approved as to form. 

Section 6. Section 7-2-2207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2207. Affidavits to be attached to petition. 
i~T There shall be attached and filed with eftid each 
sheet or section of the petition or petitions an affidavit 
ef-i~ve--~~~~~i~ea-e!ee~ers-reeiSin~-wi~ftift-efteh-ee~nty 
ee~!fte-ee-Be--&~v~ftea7--~e--tfte--e££eet-ehat~ 
-----~at--they--ha¥e--re~a--&a~a--pe~it!eft-afta-eHaM~fte8-~fte 
&*!ft8~~ree-affixe8--therete-and-they-eelieve-that-the 
statemente-therei~-are-tr~e~ the berson who circulated the 
petition, stating that it is h1s el1ef that: 

fl; y CONTINUED 
u~p ............................ . 
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such 

~b~ Jll it is signed by at least 50% of the qualified 
electors, as herein provided, of the proposed new county 
or of the proposed portion thereof taken from each existing 
county, where the proposed new county is to be formed from 
portions of two or more existing counties: 

~e* (2) the signatures affixed thereto are genuine; and 
i~* l3T each of such persons so signing was, at the date 

signing, a--qualified elector of ~Mek-ee~n~y-~he~ein-~eHgh~ 
~e-ee-e~v~eee. the proposed new county or of the portion 
thereof taken from an ex1st1n count . 

~ -S~e -~e~ie~cft--e~--~e~~~~efts7--~e--~e~~~~eft7--an8 
~ke--veri~ieae~e~--~ftereef-shaii-be-~eee~eeft-in-a~i 
p~eeeee~~~e-permieeea-e~-~rev~ae&-fe~-~~-~hts--~ar~-a~-~~~~e 
faeie-ev~ee~ee-e~-~he-~r~~h-ef-~fte-ma~te~e-efte-~ae~e-therei" 
ee~--ferth":"" 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Verification of signatures by 
county clerk. The clerk of the county receiving the 
petition shall check the names of all signers to verify that 
they are registered electors of the proposed territory to be 
taken from the county. In addition, the county clerk shall 
randomly select signatures on each sheet or section of the 
petition and compare them with the signatures of the 
electors as they appear on the registration records of the 
office. If all of the randomly selected signatures appear 
to be genuin~, the nurr1ber of signatures of registered 
electors on the sheet or section may be certified without 
further comparison of signatures. If any of the randomly 
selected signatures do not appear to be genuine, all 
signatures on that sheet or section must be compared with 
the registration records of the office. 

Section B. Section 7-2-2215, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-2-2215. Election on question of creating new 
county -- proclamation and notice. (1) Within 2 weeks 
after its determin~tion of the truth of the allegations of 
the petition, the board of county commissioners shall order 
and give proclamation and notice of an election to be held 
on a specified day, not less than 99 60 days er-me~e-~h8ft 
~~~-~ay~ thereafter, ~n-~~~-~err~te~y-w~ieh--~~--prepe~e8 
~~--ee--~a~en--ie~--~Ae--new--ee~nty, for the purpose of 
determining whether e~eh-territe~y the territory proposed 
to be taken from the countv shall be established and 
organized into a new or enlar9ed county and for the 
election o~ officers and locat1on of a county seat therefor 

Nr::fL,,", ~ 

of 

f) 

0 

v 

HOUSE BILL 954 
PAGE 6 of 11 PAGES APRIL 23 19 .. as 

in 
the 

case the vote 
establishment 

at 
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favor 

Section 9. Section 7-2-2216, MCA, is amended to read: 

of 

"7-2-2216. Establishment of election precincts.. Se.~ti 
The board of county commissioners of the county in which 
the petition was filed shall also, if necessary for the 
purpose of the elect1on provided for in 
T-~-~~~5 7-2-2215(1), change the boundaries of the election 
precincts 1n sa~S the old county e~-ee~fte~e~ to make the 
conform to the boundaries of the proposed new county, 

{}Er '"'."'"""' 
same 
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provided that the boundary lines of no such precinct 
shall extend beyond the boundary lines of the then-existing 
county in which it is located and from which the territory 
is proposed to be taken." 

Section 10. Section 7-2-2217, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-2-2217. Appointment of election officials. ThP
board of county commissioners of the countv concerned 
shall appoint election judges to act at the election 
provided for in ;-~-~~i~ 7-2-2215(1) or 7-2-2215(4) and to 
be paid by the board." 

Section 11. Section 7-2-2218, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-2-2218. Form of ballot. (l) lfhe If the tJ.a.vp'-'c"''"' w::::w 

countv is to be formed from one county, or from -- ~~--- -~ 
count1es, the ballot shall 

arm: fa) proclamat~on and not~ce required by 
~7~-~2~-~2~2~1~S~~s~h~a~i~i~~r~equire the electors to cast ballots which 
shall contain the words RFor the new county of .••. (giving 
the name of the proposed new county) -- Yes" and "For the 
new county of •••• (giving the name of the proposed new 
county} -- No"7 . e:ftei-ee:eh-e~ee~er-dee~r~ft~-'te-ve~e-~et" 
the-es~a~~~eh~eft~-8"e--er~~ft±z~~~e~-o~-~he-ftew-ee~ftey-ehall 
~ar~-e:-ereee-iM*-e~~eei~e-~he-werSe--~Per--efte--ftew--eeaftty 
e£--•••·-----VeeU-ift-~h~-m~ftfter-ftew-req~ired-ey-law-~ft-e~her 
e±eetiefte,-eftei-ee:eh-e~eeter-dee*rift~-te-vete--e~&~ftet--the 
es~ob±ishmeftt--aft~--et"~e:ft~~e:tieft--e~-the-ftew-eo~ftty-ehali 
me:rh-e:-ereee-iMT-eppeeite-the-werds-Ufer--the-ftew-ee~nty-e£ 
••••-----He•-in-the-maftfter-ftew--re~irea--hy--iew--ift--ether 
eleetiefte':' 

i~T (b) The ballots shall also contain the names of 
individuars-to be voted for to fill the various elective 
offices designated in the proclamation for counties of 
the class to which the proposed county will belong, as 
determined by the board of county commissioners, as herein 
otherwise provided. 

i~t (c) There shall also be printed upon the ballot 
the wordS" For the county seat" and the names of all 
cities or towns which may have filed with the election 
administrator a petition, signed by at least 25 
regiRtered electors, nominating any city or town within 
the proposed new county for the county seat. The elector 
shall designate his choice for county seat by marking a 
cross (X) opposite the name of the city or town for which- he 
desires to cast his ballot. ~ 

~rl~~'""· 
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Section 12. Section 7-2-2219, MCA, is amended to read: 
"7-2-2219. Conduct of election. (1) (a) The 

19 

board issuing the proclamation and notice of 
election pursuant to 7-2-2215 shall cause the county 
election administrator to furnish to the election 
judges of each precinct in the proposed new county 
all election supplies and equipment necessary to conduct 
the election and which are nat specifically directed to 

85 

be furnished by the election administrator of another county 
or counties. 

(b} The election administrator of each county from 
which territory is taken for the proposed new county shall, 
not less than 5 days before the date of the election, 
furnish for each precinct within the proposed new county a 
precinct register for the precincts of the proposed new 
county which are within their respective counties. 

(2J The elee~ieft elections provided for in 
7-2-2215 shall be governed and controlled by the 
general election laws of the state, so far as the same are 
applicable and except as otherwise provided herein. The 
provisions of the election laws relating to preparation, 
printing, and distribution of sample ballots, except 
the provisions of these laws relating to primary elections 
in this state, apply to any election provided for in this 
part. All returns of an election shall be made to 
and canvassed by the board of county commissioners 
calling the election. 

(3) All nominations of candidates for offices required 
to be filled at the election shall be made in the manner 
provided by law for the nomination of candidates by 
petition." 

~~CONTINUED 
····~·!·~··~··'········· ..... 
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Section 13. Section 7-2-2221, MCA, is amended to read: 

85 
19 .. 

"7-2-2221. Determination of county seat -- temporary 
county seat. (1) A~--~fte--spee~ai--e;eee~e~-~e-ee-he~~-~9 
pt!~ev-i:e.ea-i!'l-.:;t-;!:-~i-1:5 If the proposed new county is to be 
formed from one county or from portions of two or more 
existing counties, the question of the election of the 
county seat is hereby provided to be submitted to 
the qualifiP.d electors of the proposed new county at 
the election provided for in 7-2-2215 (1), and the majority 
of all the votes cast therefor shall determine the election 
thereon. 

(2) (a) In case any city or town fails to receive a 
majority of all the votes cast, then the city or town 
receiving the highest number of all votes cast shall be 
designated as the temporary county seat. The temporary 
county seat selected upon the organization of such county 
shall remain as such county seat until the permanent 
county seat shall be established as provided b~' law. 

(b) In case any city or town is not the choice of the 
election for the county seat by a majority of all 
the votes cast, the question of choice between the two 
cities or towns for which the highest number of votes 
shall have been cast shall be submitted in like manner to 
the qualified electors at the next general election 
thereafter. 

(cl When the county seat shall have been selected as 
herein provided, it shall not thereafter be changed except 
in the manner provided by law." 

Section 14. Section 7-2-2222, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2222. resolution by county 

voting in an election held under J-2-221~(4) are 
aff1rmat~ve, e"-~fte-is~~e-a~e-APor-~he-new--eount~--ef--,,,7 
----¥esn7 the bo~rd of county commissioners shall, by a 
resolution entered upon its minutes, declare the new or 
enlarged county e~eft-~e~r~eery duly formed and created as 
a county of this state, of the class to which the same 
belongs and under the name of .... County, and, if 
appropriate, that the city or town receiving the-highest 
number of votes cast at the election for county seat 

UF!'"""""" 
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shall be the county seat of the county until removed in 
the manner provided by law and designate and declare 
the individuals receiving, respectively, the highest 
number of votes for the several offices to be filled at 
the election to be duly elected to the offices. 

(2) However, if upon such canvass it appears that 
more than 50% of the votes cast on the issue by those 
voting in the county, or bv those voting in the terr1tory 

ro osP-d to be taken from the count , or bv those votin in 
an election eld under 7- -2215 4 are negat1ve e~-~ e 
e~ee~ion-are ipe~-~fte-ftew--eeHft~y--e~ -77~~----- He~, the 
board canvassing the vote as provided herein shall pass a 
resolution in accordance therewith, and thereupon the 
proceedings relating to division of such county or counties 
shall cease, No other proceedings in rRlation to any 
other division of the old county or counties shall be 
instituted for at least ~ 4 years after such 
determination." -

Section 15~ Section 7-2-2223, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2223. Procedure to complete creation of county. 
(1) The board of county commissioners shall 
immediately file a copy of its resolution, authorized 
by 7-2-2222(1) and duly certified, together with a leqal 
description of the new boundaries of each affected county, 
in the off1ce of the secretary of state. N1nety days 
after the date of such filing: 

(al the new county is considered to be fully cre~ted; 
(b) the organization thereof is considered completed; 

cmcl 
(c) ~he any new county officers, other than the 

county commissioners and the county clerk, are entitled to 
enter upon the duties of their respective offices 
upon qualifying in accordance with law and giving 
bonds for the faithful performance of their duties, as 
required by the laws of the state. 

(2) The election administrator of the county with 
which the petition was filed must immediately make out 
and deliver to each of the individuals declared and 
designated to be elected a certificate of election 
authenticated by his signature and the seal of the countv. 
The individuals elected members of the board and the 
county clerk shall, immediately upon receiving their 
certificates of election, assume the duties of their 
respective offices." 

~f£2"""'""'" 
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Section 16. Section 7-2-2224, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2224. Offices and supplies for new county. ~he 
If the new county has a new county seat under 7-2-2221, the 
board of county comm~ss~oners of the new county may 
provide a suitable place for the county officers and 
purchase supplies necessary for the proper conduct of the 
county government." 

Section 17. Section 7-2-2243, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2243. Compensation of commission members. Members 
of the board of commissioners provided for under 
7-2-2241 shall receive a compensation of not to exceed iB 
$25 per day for every day they are actually employed 
~er the provisions of this part. All of which 
expenses, together with the reasonable expenses of 
stationery, postage, and incidental expenses, shall be 
borne in equal proportions by the counties affected by 
such division, including said new county. The amounts 
payable by each county shall be paid by the 
treasurers of the respective counties after the same shall 
have been presented to and allowed by the board of county 
commissioners as is provided by law for claims against any 
county." 

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Repealer. Sections 7-2-2203 and 
7-2-2210, MCA, are repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 19. Codification instruction. 
Sect~ons 4, 5, and 7 are intended to be codified as an 
inteqral part of Title 7, chapter 2, part 22, and the 
provisions of Title 7, chapter 2, part 22 apply to section 
4, s, and 7. 

AND AS AMENDED 

BE CONCURRED IN 

~~~ 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 954 

INTROOUCED BY THOMAS, SWIFT, FARRELL, SEVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT eHAN6fN6--THE--E9HNT¥ 

B9HNBAR¥--BETWEEN--RAVALLf-ANB-MfSS9HLA-e9HNTfBS-fN-9RBER-T9 

fNELHBE-THE-AREA-KN9WN-AS-THE-L9L9-AREA--fN--RAVALLf--E9HNT¥ 

PROVIDING FOR THE DETACHMENT OF TERRITORY FROM ONE COUNTY 

AND ITS ANNEXATION TO ANOTHER COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR THE 

APPROVAL OF THE ELECTORS OF BOTH COUNTIES AS REQUIRED BY THE 

MONTANA CONSTITUTION; PR9VfBfN6---P9R---e9HNT¥--REE9RBS7 

fNBEBTEBNESS,-ANB-TAMATf9N; AMENDING SECTIONS l6-i3i--ANB 

l6-i43,---R•E•M•---l947;--PR9VfBfN6--AH--APPR9PRfATf9N;--ANB 

PR9VfBlH6-AN-fMMEBfATE-EPPEETfVE--BATE 7-2-2201, 7-2-2202, 

7-2-2205 THROUGH 7-2-2207, 7-2-2215 THROUGH 7-2-2219, 

7-2-2221 THROUGH 7-2-2224, AND 7-2-2243, MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 7-2-2203 AND 7-2-2210, MCA." 

WHBREAS7---A~tie%e---ii,--~eetion--i,--er--~he--Mo"~~na 

eenst~t~tion-states,-±n-part7-•A%i-po~it±eai-power-is-vested 

±n-8nd-der±•ed-from-the--peepieo--Aii--gevernment--of--ri9ht 

eriginate~--with--the--peopieT-is-ro~aded-on-the±r-wiii-oniy 

•••u:-and 

WHBREAST--Artieie--ffT--seetion--iT--o£---the---Montana 

eonstittttion-statesr-in-pert,-·~he-people-have-the-exeiasive 

right--oE--9overning--themse%Yes--as--a-£ree,-soverei9n7-and 

~,.,..._,...., .. co.mo~ 
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independent-staee.u~-and 

WHERSAS,-the-eomm~nity--o£--holo--and--the--s~rre~n~inq 

area,--eemprisin~-some-35±-seetion~7-more-er-ie~~T-%s-herein 

re£erred-to-ss-the-uaolo-sreauj-and 

WHERBA97-Misso~la-eoonty-and-Raval%~--eounty--are--beeh 

pelitiea%-s~bdi~isions-e£-the-State-e!-Mentana,-are-ad;aeent 

to--eaeh--othe~T-and-are-both-adjaeent-to-the-bolo-area;-and 

WHEREAS, MAH¥-BP the-people-an~-landowners-o£-the--bolo 

area--£ind--that-the-phiiosophies,-aetivities,-and-spirit-o£ 

the-government-o£--Miseo~la--eo~nty--are--h±ghly--orban--and 

aeademic--in--nat~re--and-are-hiqhly-ineompatib±e-with-their 

own-essentially-ro~al-li£estyles-and-attitttdes;-and 

WHEREAS, MAN¥-9P tae-people-and-landowner~-o£-the--bolo 

area--find--that-the-philosophies,-actiYities,-and-epirit-o£ 

the-goYernment-of-Rava±li-eoonty-are-mueh--more--in--harmony 

wi~h-~heir-ewn-ii£esty%es-and-a~eitttdes;-and 

WHBREAST--A~tie%e--HfT--~eetions--i--and--1tetr--eE-the 

Montana-een~ti~tttion-e~early-eont~mpiate-the-oppor~~niey-fer 

iand-transfere-between-cottnties;-and 

WHEREAS7-Artiele--MfT--~eet±on--3tit,--o£--the--Mentana 

€On~titdtion--prOYide~7--in--part7--Uffte--le9ieiat~re--sftail 

provide-method~-ror-qovernin9--ioeai--90Ye~nment--nnits--and 

proeedttres-£o~~~~ai~erin~-their-bottndaries~~~u;-and 

WHBREAS, MAHY-9P the-people-of-the-boio-area-deaire-to 

withdtaw-£rom-Mi~eo~ia-€ounty-and-;o±n-RaYalli--eounty;--and 
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WHEREAS7--~~tie--T7-ehapter-iT-par~s-%-thro~gh-~Y,-M€A7 

fsil-to-st±p~la~e-a-epee±e±e-proeess-for-th%s-ehange~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Third Reading Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

Section 1. Section 7-2-2201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2201. Authorization to create new counties. l!l 

New counties may, from time to time, be formed and created 

in this state from portions of one or more counties which 

shall have been created and in existence for a period of 

more than 2 years, in the manner set forth and provided in 

this part. 

(2} A county enlarged by the addition of territory 

taken from one or more other counties is a new county under 

the provisions of this part." 

SECTION 2. SECTION 7-2-2202, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"7-2-2202. Limitations on creation of new counties. 

(1} No new county shall be established which shall reduce 

any county to an assessed valuation of less than $12 

million, inclusive of all assessed valuation as shown by the 

last preceding assessment. 

{2) No new county shall be formed which contains an 

assessed valuation of property less than $10 million, 

inclusive of all assessed valuation, as shown by the last 
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preceding assessment of the county or counties from which 

such new county is to be established. 

(3) No new county shall be established which shall 

reduce the area of any existing county from which territory 

is taken to form such new county to less than %ti66 500 

square miles of surveyed land, exclusive of all forest 

reserve and Indian reservations within old counties. 

(41 No territory shall be taken from one county and 

added to another county unless its surveyed area is greater 

than 49 square miles; 

t4tl21 No new county shall be formed which contains 

less than ~7999 250 square miles of surveyed land, exclusive 

of all forest reserve land or Indian reservations not open 

fOr settlement." 

Section 3. Section 7-2-2205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2205. Petition for creation of new county. (1) 

Whenever it is desired to divide any county or counties and 

form a new county out of a portion of the territory of the 

then-existing county or counties, a petition shall be 

presented to the board of county commissioners of the county 

from which the new county is to be farmed, in case said 

proposed new county is to be formed from but one county, or 

to the board of county commissioners of the county from 

which the largest area of territory is proposed to be taken 

for the formation of such new county, in case said new 

-4- HB 954 
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county is to be formed from portions of two or more existing 

counties. 

(2) [a) ~he If the proposed new county is to be formed 

from a porcicn of only one existing county, the petition 

shall must be signed by at least 50\ of the registered 

electors of the proposed new county. 

(b) fn-ea~e~-wh~re If the proposed new county is to be 

formed from portions of two or more counties, separate 

petitions shall be presented from the territory taken from 

each county, and each of the petitions shall be signed by at 

least 50% of the registered electors of the proposed 

portions. 

(c) If the proposed new county is to be an existing 

county enlarged by territory taken from one or more other 

counties, a separate petition must be presented from each 

such territory, and each petition must be siqned by at ~east 

50% of the registered electors of the territory. 

tet~ The signatures need not all be appended to one 

paper but :r.ay be signed to several petitions, which must be 

similar in forn. When so signed, the several petitions may 

be fastened together and shall be treated and presented as 

one petitic:-:." 

Sectic:-: 41. Section 7-2-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 

1'7-2-22C6. Contents of petition. 1.!1. Such petition or 

petitions ~~~;; must contain: 
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fl:till a part:i-cttiar legal description of the 

be~~eer~e~--ef-tfte-prepo~ed-~ew-eeo~tr territory proposed to 

be taken from the county in which the petition is 

circulated: 

(B) A GENERAL MAP, ON A SEPARATE PAGE OR PAGES, WHICH 

WITH SHADED AREAS OR DARKENED BOUNDARY LINES WILL DISPLAY TO 

PROSPECTIVE PETITION SIGNERS THE GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE 

TERRITORY DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (A); 

tit--e--~tatemen~-t~at-"o-%~ne-thereo£-pe~ses-wi-thi-n-i5 

mi-tes-o£-the-ee~~~hettse-si~~atea-at-the-eOHft~y-se8~--e£--eny 

co~nty--proposeO-to-be-di•i-ded,-eXeept-es-otherw~se-pre•ided 

~ft-this-part7 

t3t~ a statement of the assessed valuation of 

such proposed county as shown by the last preceding 

assessment, inclusive of all assessed valuation; 

f4t~ a statement of the surveyed area, in square 

miles, which will remain in the county or counties from 

which territory is taken to form such new county after such 

county is formed,-enel a statement of the surveyed area in 

square miles, which will be in the new county after 

formation; AND A STATEMENT THAT THE SURVEYED AREA OF THE 

TERRITORY PROPOSED TO BE TRANSFERRED IS GREATER THAN 49 

SQUARE MILES; 

tdt(E} a warning that a person is subject to a $500 

fine or 6 months in jail, or both, if he purposefully: 

-6- HB 954 
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{i) signs a name other than his own to the petition; 

(ii) signs more than once for the same issue; or 

(iii) signs when not a legglly registered voter 

residing in the territory to be added to the proposed new 

county; 

tSttet(F) if the proposed new county is to be formed 

from one existing county, or from portions of two or more 

existing counties, the name of the proposed new county7 and 

t6t a prayer that such proposed new county be organized 

into a new county under the provisions of this parto; and 

t~t(G) if the proposed new county is to be an existi~3 

county enlarged by territory taken from one or more other 

counties~ a prayer that this territory be added to the 

proposed new county under the provisions of this part. 

(2) Each person must sign his name and address in 

substantially the same manner as on his voter registry card, 

or the signature will not be counted. 

{3) Numbered lines must be provided for slqnatures. 

Each numbered line must contain spdces for the signature, 

the printed last name of the signer, and the signer's 

address." 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Submission of petition for 

approval. (1) Before a petition may be circulated for 

signatures, a sample petition must be submitted to the 

county election administrator in the form in which it will 
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be circulated for approval as to form. 

{2) The county election administrator shall refer a 

copy of the sample petition to the county attorney, who 

shall review the sample petition to ensure compliance with 

the requirements of this part. THE COUNTY ATTORNEY SHALL 

COOPERATE WITH AND PROVIDE NECESSARY SERVICES TO THE PERSON 

WHO SUBMITTED THE PETITION TO ENSURE THAT AN ADEQUATE AND 

VALID LEGAL DESCRIPTION IS WRITTEN FOR THE PROPOSED NEW 

COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

{3) If the petition is rejected as to form, the county 

election administrator shall within 10 days after submission 

of the sample send written notice to the person who 

submitted the petition. 

(4) If the petition is approved as to form, the 

election administrator shall within 21 days after submission 

of the sample send written notice to the person who 

submitted the petition. Thereafter the petition may not be 

challenged except with regard to the number and validity of 

signatures appended to it. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Number of signatures required 

time allowed for collecting them. (1} For the purpose of 

determining the number of signatures needed on a petition to 

meet the percentage requirements of this part, the number of 

registered electors in a territory proposed to be included 

in a new county is the number of people registered to vote 
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in that territory in the most recent general election. 

(2) All petition signatures must be collected and 

filed within l20 days of the date of the notice that the 

petition has been approved as to form. 

Section 7. Section 7-2-2207, MCA, is amended to read: 

~7-2-2207. Affidavits to be attached to petition. tit 

There shall be attached and filed with ~aid each sheet or 

section of the petition or petitions an affidavit of £ive 

q~aii£±ed--e±eetor~-res±di~~-w±thin-e8eh-eott~ty-~o~9ht-to-be 

divided;-te-the-ef£ee~-that~ 

tat--they-heve-read--sa±~--petition--and--examined--the 

siqnat~~e~---a£fixed--thereto--and--they--bei±eve--that--the 

state~ents-there±n-are-trae; the person who circulated the 

petition, stating that it is his belief that: 

tbtl!l it is signed by at least 50% of the qualified 

electors, as herein provided, of the proposed new county or 

of the proposed portion thereof taken from each existing 

county, where the proposed new county is to be formed from 

portions ~f two or more existing counties; 

te7l£l the signatures affixed thereto are genuine; and 

tdtlll each of such persons so signing was, at the 

date of such signing, a qualified elector of ~tlen--eo~nty 

th~r~±"--~oa9~t-to-be-d±~±Oed~ the proposed new county or of 

the portion thereof taken from an existing county. 

trt--5deh-pet±tion-or-pet±tion~r-so-~eri£±ed,--Bnd--tn~ 
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¥er*£ieat±e"--tfteree£--~fta%%--be-aeeepted-±ft-a%%-~reeeed±n9s 

~ermitted-er-previded--£or--±n--this--part--as--prima--~aeie 

e~±dence--o£--the-trath-o£-the-matters-and-Eacts-there±n-set 

£orthy'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Verification of signatures by 

county clerk. The clerk of the county receiving the petition 

shall check the names of all signers to verify that they are 

registered electors of the proposed territory to be 

from the county. In addition, the county clerk 

randomly select signatures on each sheet or section of 

petition and compare them with the signatures of 

electors as they appear on the registration records of 

taken 

shall 

the 

the 

the 

office. If all of the randomly selected signatures appear to 

be genuine, the number of signatures of registered electors 

on the sheet or section may be certified without further 

comparison of signatures. If any of the randomly selected 

signatures do not appear to be genuine, all signatures on 

that sheet or section must be compared with the registration 

records of the office. 

Section 9. Section 7-2-2215, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2215. Election on question of creating new county 

proclamation and notice. (1) Within 2 weeks after its 

determination of the truth of the allegations of 

petition, the board of county commissioners shall order 

the 

and 

give proclamation and notice of an election to be held on a 
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specified day, not less than 99 60 days or-mere-than-%i9 

day~ thereafter, in-~he-terrieory-wh±eh-±5--propo~ed--to--be 

t~ken--for--the--new--eottnty7 for the purpose of determining 

whether ~tle"-terr±tery the territory proposed to be taken 

from· the county shall be established and organized into a 

new or enlarged county and for the election of officers and 

location of a county seat therefor in case the vote at the 

election is in favor of the establishment and organization 

of t"e ~ new countyo formed from a portion of one existing 

county or from portions of two or more existing counties. 

(2) The question of determining whether the proposed 

territory shall be taken from the county and added to the 

proposed new county must be included on the ballot for the 

next countywide primary, general, or school election 

scheduled not less than 60 days after the date of the 

proclamation and notice. 

titill All registered electors re~±ding--with±n-en~ 

p~opo~ed-new-eoanty--who--are--regi~tered--elee~o~~ of the 

county or-eo~"t±e~-Erom-wh±eh-te~r~tory-±~-taken-to-fo~m-t~e 

propo~ed--new--ee~nty-and-who-are-to-be-reg%stered-ttnder-the 

prov±sion~-of-the-reg±~tret±or.-lav~-of-the--state shall be 

entitled to vote at the election. Registration and transfers 

of registration shall be made and shall close in the manner 

and at a time provided by law for registration and transfers 

of registration for a general election in Montana. 
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t3t--~he-proelamation-and-not±ee-of-eleet±on--s~all--~e 

ptt~~±shed--a~-prov±ded-in-l3-%-i98,-and-a-eopy-thereof-shali 

be-ma±le~-immed±ately-by-the-eleetion-a~m±nt~~r~ter--o£--the 

eo~nty--in--vh±eh--th~--~et±tion--i~--fil~d--eo-the-e%eetion 

administrator-of-~aeh-eo~nty-£rom-which-~e~~itery-±~--to--be 

t~ken-Eor-the-proposed-n~w-eo~nty~ 

t4t--~he--preeiamation--eaii±ng--the--eieet±on--and-the 

not±ee-thereof-provide~-for-±n-this-part-sha%1-be--made--end 

~±ven--exei~sive~y--by-the-board-with-whieh-the-petition-for 

the-£ormatien-and-e~tab~±shment-o£-the-new-eo~nty-±~--£iledo 

l!l__!f the proposed new county is an existing. county 

to be enlarged by territory taken from the county in which 

the petition was filed, the board of county commissioners of 

the proposed new county shall hold an election in the manner 

described in subsections (1) through (3).'' 

Section 10. 

"7-2-2216. 

Section 7-2-2216, MCA, is amended to read: 

Establishment of election precincts. Sai~ 

The board of county commissioners of the county in which the 

petition was filed shall also, if necessary for the purpose 

of the election provided for in ~-i-ii%5 7-2-2215(1), change 

the boundaries of the election precincts in seid the old 

county or--eottnties to make the same conform to the 

boundaries of the proposed new county, provided that the 

boundary lines of no such precinct shall extend beyond the 

boundary lines of the then-existing county in which it is 
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located and from which the territory is proposed to be 

taken." 

Section 11. Section 7-2-2217, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2217. Appointment of election officials. The 

board of county commissioners of the county concerned shall 

appoint election judges to act at the election provided for 

in ~-z-zzt5 7-2-2215(11 or 7-2-2215(4) and to be paid by the 

board. •• 

Section 12. Section 7-2-2218, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2218.. Form of ballot. (1) lfhe If the proposed new 

county is to be formed from one county, or from portions of 

two or more existing counties, the ballot shall be in the 

following form: 

1!1 proclamation and notice required by 7-2-2215 shall 

require the electors to cast ballots which shall contain the 

words 11 For the new county of •••• {giving the name of the 

proposed new county) -- Yes" and "For the new county of 

(giving the name of the proposed new county) -- No" 7 ..:... !l:I'H~ 

eaeh-elee~or-desiri~g-te--vo~e--ro~--~he--e~tabiishment--and 

erqanization--o£--the--new--eoanty--shaii--mark--a-eross-tMt 

oppos±~e-t"e-words-Ufor-the-new-eo~~ty-o£-oooo------Ye~U--in 

the--man~er-now-req~ired-by-iftw-in-o~ner-eleetions,-and-eaeh 

elee~or-desir±n~--to--vo~e--egainst--the--estabiishmen~--and 

or9an±zat±on--o£--the--new--eoanty--~haii--mar~--a-eross-tMt 

epposite-the-words-Ufor-the-new-eoanty-or-•••• -------Nou--in 
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~"e-manner-now-req~ired-by-%aw-in-otfter-eleetionsT 

tzt1£1 The ballots shall also contain the names of 

individuals to be voted for to fill the various elective 

offices designated in the proclamation for counties of the 

class to which the proposed county will belong, as 

determined by the board of county commissioners, as herein 

otherwise provided. 

t3t~ There shall also be printed upon the ballot the 

words "For the county seat" and the names of all cities or 

towns which may have filed with the election administrator a 

petition, signed by at least 25 registered electors, 

nominating any city or town within the proposed new county 

for the county seat. The elector shall designate his choice 

for county seat by marking a cross (X) opposite the name of 

the city or town for which he desires to cast his ballot. 

(2) If the proposed new county is to be an existing 

county enlarged by territory taken from one or more other 

counties, the proclamation and notice required by 

7-2-2215(1} shall require the electors to cast ballots which 

shall contain the legal description of the territory to be 

taken from the county in which the election is held, 

together with any name or names for the territory that may 

be in common use, and the words "For the territory described 

(or commonly known as ...• ) to be detached from ..•. County 

and added to .... County --Yes" and "For the territory 
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described (or commonly known as .... ) to be detached from 

County and added to •.•• County No"." 

Section 13. Section 7-2-2219, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2219. Conduct of election. (l) (a) The board 

issuing the proclamation and notice of election pursuant to 

7-2-2215 shall cause the county election administrator to 

furnish to the election judges of each precinct in the 

proposed new county all election supplies and equipment 

necessary to conduct 

specifically directed 

the election and which 

to be furnished by the 

administrator of another county or counties. 

are not 

election 

(b) The election administrator of each county from 

which territory is taken for the proposed new county shall, 

nat less than 5 days before the date of the election, 

furnish for each precinct within the proposed new county a 

precinct register for the precincts of the proposed new 

county which are within their respective counties. 

(2) The eieet±on elections provided for in 7-2-2215 

shall be governed and controlled by the general election 

laws of the state, so far as the same are applicable and 

except as otherwise provided herein. The provisions of the 

election laws relatinq to preparation, printing, and 

distribution of sample ballots, except the provisions of 

these laws relating to primary elections in this state, 

apply to any election provided for in this part. All 
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returns of an election shall be made to and canvassed by the 

board of county commissioners calling the election. 

(3) All nominations of candidates for offices required 

to be filled at the election shall be made in the manner 

provided by law for the nomination of candidates by 

petition. 11 

Section 14. Section 7-2-2221, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2221. Determination of county seat -- temporary 

county seat. (1) At-the--spee~ai--eiee~ien--~e--b@--h@id--as 

~~ov±ded--±n--i-Z-ZZ%5 If the proposed new county is to be 

formed from one county or from portions of two or more 

existing counties, the question of the election of the 

county seat is hereby provided to be submitted to the 

qualified electors of the proposed new county at the 

election provided for in 7-2-2215(1), and the majority of 

all the votes cast therefor shall determine the election 

thereon. 

( 2) 

majority 

(a) In case any city or town fails 

of all the votes cast, then 

all votes 

to receive a 

the city or town 

cast shall be receiving the highest number of 

designated as the temporary county seat. The temporary 

county seat selected upon the organization of such county 

shall remain as such county seat until the permanent county 

seat shall be established as provided by law. 

(b) In case any city or town is not the choice of the 

-16- HB 954 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0954/03 

election for the county seat by a majority of all the votes 

cast, the question Of choice between the two cities or towns 

for which the highest number of votes shall have been cast 

shall be submitted in like manner to the qualified electors 

at the next general election thereafter. 

(c) When the county seat shall have been selected as 

herein provided, it shall not thereafter be changed except 

in the manner provided by law. 

(3) IF THE PROPOSED NEW COUNTY IS TO BE AN EXISTING 

COUNTY ENLARGED BY TERRITORY TAKEN FROM ONE OR MORE OTHER 

COUNTIES, THE QUESTION OF THE ELECTION OF THE COUNTY SEAT 

MAY NOT BE SUBMITTED TO THE ELECTORS AT THE ELECTION 

PROVIDED FOR IN 7-2-2215," 

Section 15. Section 7-2-2222, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2222. Effect of election -- resolution by county 

commissioners. (l) If, upon the canvass of the votes cast at 

the election, it appears that more than 50% of the votes 

cast o~-tn~-±~~tt~-ar~-uPor-the-n~w-eo~nty-of-•••·------¥e~u7 

by those voting in an election under 7-2-2215(1) in the 

county, by those voting in the same election in the 

territory proposed to be taken from the county, and by those 

voting in an election held iJnder 7-2-2215(4) are 

affirmative, the board of county commissioners shall, by a 

resolution entered upon its minutes, declare saeh-terr~tory 

the new or enlarged county duly formed and created as a 
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county of this state, of the class to which the same belongs 

and under the name of •••. County, and, if appropriate, that 

the city or town receiving the highest number of votes cast 

at the election foe county seat shall be the county seat of 

the county until removed in the manner provided by law and 

designate and declare the individuals receiving, 

respectively, the highest number of votes for the several 

offices to be filled at the election to be duly elected to 

the offices. 

(2) However, if upon such canvass it appears that more 

than 50\ of the votes cast on the issue a~-ehe-e~eet±on-are 

•Por-the-~ev-eou"ty-er-•••• ----Heu by those voting in the 

county, or by those voting in the territory proposed to be 

taken from the county, or by those voting in an election 

held under 7-2-2215(4) are negative, the board canvassing 

the vote as provided herein shall pass a resolution in 

accordance therewith, and thereupon the proceedings relating 

to division of such county or counties shall cease. No other 

proceedings in relation to any other division of the old 

county or counties shall be instituted for at least i ! 

years after such determination.'' 

Section 16. Section 7-2-2223, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2223. Procedure to complete creation of county. 

(1) The board of county commissioners shall immediately file 

a copy of its resolution, authorized by 7-2-2222(1) and duly 
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certified, togethe~ with a legal description of the ne~o~ 

boundaries of each affected county, in the office of the 

secretary of state. Ninety days after the date of such 

filing: 

and 

{a) the new county is considered to be fully created; 

(b) the organization thereof is considered completed; 

(c) the any new county officers, other than the county 

commissi0~7S and the county clerk, are entitled to enter 

upon the duties of their respective offices upon qualifying 

in accordance with law and giving bonds for the faithful 

performa~~f their duties, as required by the laws of the 

state. 

(2) The election administrator of the county with 

which the petition was filed must immediately make out and 

deliver to each of the individuals declared and designated 

to be elected a certificate of election authenticgted by his 

signature and the seal of the county. The individuals 

elected members of the board and the county clerk shall, 

immediately upon receiving their certificates of election, 

assume the duties of their respective offices." 

Section 17. Section 7-2-2224, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2224. Offices and supplies for new county. ~he!! 

the new county has a new county seat under 7-2-2221, the 

board of county cammissioAers of the new county may provide 
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a suitable place for the county officers and purchase 

supplies necessary for the proper conduct of the county 

government." 

Section 18. Section 7-2-2243, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-2243. Compensation of commission members. Members 

of the board of commissioners provided for under 7-2-2241 

shall receive a compensation of not to exceed $9 ~ per day 

for every day they are actually employed under the 

provisions of this part. All of which expenses, together 

with the reasonable expenses of stationery, postage, and 

incidental expenses, shall be borne in equal proportions by 

the counties affected by such division, including said new 

county. The amounts payable by each county shall be paid by 

the treasurers of the respective counties after the same 

shall have been presented to and allowed by the board of 

county commissioners as is provided by law for claims 

against any county. •• 

NEW SECTION. Section 19. Repealer. Sections 7-2-2203 

and 7-2-2210, MCA, are repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 20. Codification instruction. 

Sections 4, 5, and 7 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 7, chapter 2, part 22, and the 

provisions of Title 7, chapter 2, part 22, apply to sections 

4, 5, and 7. 

-End-
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