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rJU~L. 
INTRODUCED BY . ~. , BILL NO. ~ 

' . '' ( /.. ' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO LIMIT THE GENERAL 

FUND BUDGET AMOUNT THAT THE TRUSTEES OF ANY DISTRICT MAY 

PROPOSE FOR SCHOOL FISCAL YEARS 1985 THROUGH 1987; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LEVY; AMENDING SECTION 

20-9-353, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND 

A TERMINATION DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

extraordinary levy -- election for authorization to impose 

limitation. (1) ~he Subject to subsection (5), the 

trustees of any district may propose to adopt a general fund 

budget in excess of the general fund budget amount for such 

district as established by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 

20-9-321 for any of the following purposes: 

{a) building, altering, repairing, or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of the district: 

[b) furnishing additional school facilities for the 

district: 

(C) acquisition of land for the district: 

(d) proper maintenance and operation of the school 
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LC 1281/01 

programs of the district. 

(2) When the trustees of any district determine that 

an additional amount of financing is required for the 

general fund budget that is in excess of the statutory 

schedule amount, the trustees shall submit the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise such excess amount of general 

fund financing to the electors who are qualified under 

20-20-301 to vote upon such proposition except that no 

election shall be required to permit the school trustees to 

use federal funds received under Title I of Public Law 

81-874 to increase the school district's general fund budget 

as established in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 by the amount of 

these funds. Such special election shall be called and 

conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school 

elections. The ballot for such election shall state the 

amount of money to be raised by additional property 

taxation, the approximate number of mills required to raise 

such money, and the purpose for which such money will be 

expended, and it shall be in the following format: 

PROPOSITION 

Shall a levy be made in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such number of mills as may be 

necessary to raise the sum of (state the amount to be raised 

by additional tax levy), and being approximately (give 

number) mills, for the purpose of (insert the purpose for 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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[] FOR the additional levy. 

[] AGAINST the additional levy. 
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(3) If the election on any additional levy for the 

general fund is approved by a majority vote of those 

electors voting at such election, the proposition shall 

carry and the trustees may use any portion or all of the 

authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund 

budget. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

amount authorized by such a special election on the budget 

form that is submitted to the county superintendent, and the 

county commissioners shall levy such number of mills on the 

taxable value of all taxable property within the district, 

as prescribed in 20-9-141, as are required to raise the 

amount of such additional levy. 

{4) Authorization to levy an additional tax under the 

provisions of this section shall be effective for only 1 

school fiscal year and shall be authorized by a special 

election conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year 

for which it is effective. 

~) The trustees of any district may not adopt a 

general fund budget for school fiscal year 1985-86 that 

exceeds the schedule amount allowed in 20-9-316 through 

20-9-321 for that year plus the 1984-85 school fiscal year"s 

general fund budget in excess of the schedule amount 
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multiplied by 1.04. 

(b) The trustees of any district may not adopt a 

general fund budget for school fiscal year 1986-87 that 

exceeds the schedule amount allowed in 20-9-316 through 

20-9 321 for that year plus the 1984-85 school fiscal year's 

general fund budget in excess of the schedule amount 

multiplied by 1.087. 

{6) The trustees of any district may determine that 

additional funding is required in excess of the limitations 

set forth in subsection (5) for schooJ fiscal years 1985-86 

and 1986-87. If such a det~rmin~ _ _!)on is made, the trustees 

may submit the proposition of an extraordinary levy to the 

electors in the manner provided for in subsections (1) 

through {4), except as follows: 

(a) An additional levy under subsections ( l) through 

(4) and an extraordinary levy under this subsection (6) must 

be submitted to the electors on two separate ballots. 

(b) The extraordinary levy ballot must be in the 

following format: 

PROPOSITION 

Shall an extraordinary levy be made over and above the 

additional levy proposed this school fiscal year and other 

levies authorized by law in such number of mills as may be 

necessary to raise the sum of (state the amount to be raised 

by extraordinary tax levy), and being approximately (give 

-4-



LC 1281/01 

1 number) mills, for the purpose of (insert by budget line 

2 item the purpose for which the extraordinary tax levy is 

3 made)? 

4 []FOR the extraordinary levy. 

5 0 AGAINST the extraordinary levy. 

6 (c) If the election on any additional levy proposed 

7 for the same year pursuant to subsections (1) through (4) 

8 fails to be approved, an extraordinary levy may not carry, 

9 whether or not approved by a majority of the electorsa 

10 (d) The trustees of any district may not submit more 

11 than one extraordinary levy to the electors for any given 

12 school fiscal year." 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

14 effective on passage and approval and terminates July 1, 

15 1987. 

-End-
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AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

RECOMMEND DO NOT PASS 
OBJECTION RAISED TO 
ADVERSE COMMITTEE REPORT 

INTRODUCED BY .~IJ'St.;_ :ILL NO. ~ 
' ,' ' '-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO LIMIT THE GENERAL 

FUND BUDGET AMOUNT THAT THE TRUSTEES OF ANY DISTRICT MAY 

PROPOSE FOR SCHOOL FISCAL YEARS 1985 THROUGH 1987; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LEVY; AMENDING SECTION 

20-9-353, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND 

A TERMINATION DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

extraordinary levy -- election for authorization to impose 

limitation. (1) ~he Subject to subsection (5), the 

trustees of any district may propose to adopt a general fund 

budget in excess of the general fund budget amount for such 

district as established by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 

20-9-321 for any of the following purposes: 

(a) building, altering, repairing, or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of the district: 

[b) furnishing additional school facilities for the 

district: 

(c) acquisition of land for the district: 

(d) proper maintenance and operation of the school 
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programs of the district. 

(2) When the trustees of any district determine that 

an additional amount of financing is required for the 

general fund budget that is in excess of the statutory 

schedule amount, the trustees shall submit the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise such excess amount of general 

fund financing to the electors who are qualified under 

20-20-301 to vote upon such proposition except that no 

election shall be required to permit the school trustees to 

use federal funds received under Title I of Public Law 

81-874 to increase the school district•s general fund budget 

as established in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 by the amount of 

these funds. Such special election shall be called and 

conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school 

elections. The ballot for such election shall state the 

amount of money to be raised by additional property 

taxation, the approximate number of mills required to raise 

such money, and the purpose for which such money will be 

expended, and it shall be in the following format: 

PROPOSITION 

Shall a levy be made in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such number of mills as may be 

necessary to raise the sum of (state the amount to be raised 

by additional tax levy), and being approximately (give 

number) mills, for the purpose of (insert the purpose for 

-2- SECOND READING 
1-16 qD:l. 
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[] AGAINST the additional levy. 
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(3) If the election on any additional levy for the 

general fund is approved by a majority vote of those 

electors voting at such eleCtion, the proposition shall 

carry and the trustees may use any portion or all of the 

authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund 

budget. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

amount authorized by such a special election on the budget 

form that is submitted to the county superintendent, and the 

county commissioners shall levy such number of mills en the 

taxable value of all taxable property within the district, 

as prescribed in 20-9-141, as are required to raise the 

amount of such additional levy. 

(4) Authorization to levy an additional tax under the 

provisions of this section shall be effective for only 1 

school fiscal year and shall be authcrized by a special 

election conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year 

for which it is effective. 

(5) (a) The trustees of any district may not adopt a 

~eral fund budge~ for school fiscal year 1965-86 that 

exceeds the schedule amount allowed in 20-9-316 through 

20-9-321 for that yea~s the 1984-85 school fiscal year's 

~eral fund budget in excess of the sched~le amount 
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multiplied by 1.04. 

(b) The trustees of any district may not adopt ~ 

general fund_budget for school fiscal year 1986-87 that 

exceeds the schedule amount allow~ in 20-9-316 through 

20-9-3~f. for_tha_uear olus the 1984-85 school_ fiscal year's 

~!!._~~_l_f_l!_~-" bud~-~~xces§_ ___ _9f --~-he schedule amo~nt 

mul~_!_I2l5 e~l...:_087~ 

~L_The trustees of any _dis't: ict ~j~termin~__!!lat 

additional fundi_ng is regu ired in excess of. the l imitations 

set forth in subsection (5) for school fiscal years 1985-86 

and 1986-87. If such a determination i_s m~_de, the trustees 

~aubmit the proposition of an extraordinary levy to the 

electors in the In<?nner prov_ided for in subsections { 1) 

through (4), except as follows: 

~An additional levy under -~bs~_t io_ns ( 1) thr~':!_ 

{4) and ~=m~~_traordi'!~..;.y__l~~ under this subsection (6) must 

be_~uhmi t~_ed_~_!he ~_1_ecto~t:_wo S~J2.§!·rate ballot~_. 

i.J?.j__The extraordin.3.ry levy ballot must. b~ in the 

tollowing format~ 

PROPOSITION 

Sh~~extra9rd~.nary le~~~-·~.-'~-~e over ~nd above th~ 

additional lt=:~_J?_!_~§_~d this school fiscal ~r: and other 

levies_ authorized by law in such nu~-b~.!:.._____2__~ mills as may be 

neces_sary to ra.is"' th:_~~~~_ta.te the amount to~e raised 

~~xtr_aorrlinary~ tax l!!~i, and bei.!!_g_aporo~mate~ (give 
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1 number) mills, for the purpose of (insert by budget line 

2 item the purpose for which the extraordinary tax levy is 

3 made)? 

4 [] FOR the extraordinary levy. 

5 [] AGAINST the extraordinary levy. 

6 (c) If the election on any additional levy proposed 

7 for the same year pursuant to subsections {1) through (4) 

8 fails to be approved, an extraordinary levy may not carry, 

9 whether or not approved by a majority of the electors. 

10 (d) The trustees of any district may not submit more 

11 than one extraordinary levy to the electors for any given 

12 school fiscal year.•• 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

14 effective on passage and approval and terminates July 1, 

15 1987. 

-End-

-5-


