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INTRODUCED B 

HOUSE 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND LABOR 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'AN ACT CREATING A BOARD OF 

FIRE ALARM, SECURITY ALARM, AND FIRE SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT 

INSTALLERS AND MAINTENANCE EXAMINERS; DEFINING THE POWERS 

AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD; TRANSFERRING TO THE BOARD THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL TO LICENSE PERSONS 

ENGAGED IN INSTALLING OR MAINTAINING FIRE ALARM, SECURITY 

ALARM, OR FIRE SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

50-39-101 THROUGH 50-39-105, MCA."' 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Purpose. It is hereby declared that the 

public welfare and safety requires the control and 

regulation of all persons engaged in the installation or 

maintenance of fire alarm, secur1ty alarm, or fire 

suppression equipment in order to protect the public from 

unsafe practic~~s. 

Section 2. Definitions. For purposes of [this act], 

the following definitions apply: 

( l) "Board" means the board of Eire alarm, security 

alarm, and fire suppression equipment installers and 

l~n• '"""'"",. Coun<" 
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maintenance examiners provided for in [section 3]. 

I 2 l "Department" means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

(3) 11 F'ire alarm" means: 

(a) 1 i) a system that detects heat, products of 

combustion, visible smoke; or 

(ii) other fire-related initiating devices; and 

(b) a system that gives warning through bells, alarms, 

or voice or transmits a signal to a central control station. 

( 4) "Fire suppression equipment" means any par table 

fire extinguisher or any fire extinguishing system. 

(5) ~~security alarm'' means a system that detects an 

intrusion into any building or premises and gives warning 

through bells, alarms, or voice or transmits a signal to a 

central control station. 

Section 3. Board of fire alarm, security alarm, and 

fire suppression equipment installers and maintenance 

examiners -- composition-- allocation. (l) There is a board 

of fire alarm, security alarm, and fire suppression 

equipment installers and maintenance examiners. 

(2} The board consists of five members appointed by 

the governor as follows: 

(a) one member from the state fire marshal bureau; 

{b) one member who holds or is eligible to hold a 

license to install and maintain fire alarms and security 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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alarms; 

{c) one member who holds or is eligible to hold a 

license to install and maintain fire suppression equipment; 

{d) one member representing a paid fire department; 

and 

(e) one member of the public who is not engaged in the 

installation or maintenance of fire alarms, security alarms, 

or fire suppression equipment as defined in (section 2] and 

is not a member of a fire department or of a fire agency. 

(3) Each member shall serve for a term of 3 years. No 

member may serve more than two full consecutive terms. 

( 4) The board is allocated to the department for 

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121. 

Section 4. 

board shall 

Board meetings -- quorum -- officers. ( 1) 

The meet 

time determined by the 

at least once a year at a place and 

chairman and at other times and 

places specified by the chairman to carry out the provisions 

of [this act]. Three members const1tute a quorum. 

(2) Members of the board shall annually designale one 

member to serve as chairman and another member to serve as 

secretary-treasurer. 

Section 5. Compensation -- expenses. Unless the member 

is a full-time salaried officer or employee of this state or 

of a political subdivision of this state, each member is 

entitled to receive compensation and expens~s as provided 
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for in 37-1-133. 

Section 6. Powers and duties. The hoard shall: 

{l) grant licenses to applicants qualified to install 

and maintain fire dlarms, security alarms, and fire 

suppression equipment; 

(2) devise and administer examinations to determine an 

applicant's knowledge and ability to install and maintain 

fire alarms, security alarms, or fire suppression equipment; 

(3) periodically review license examination results, 

analyze the 

applicant's 

effectiveness of the examination in testing an 

knowledge, tind if necessary revise the 

examinatlon to reflect changes in fire codes and standards; 

(4} prescribe an application form and a process for 

receiving applications for any license; 

(5) establish a procedure to receive, investigate, and 

hear complaints concern4ng the activities or practices of 

persons holding a lit.;ense issued by the board; 

(6) hold hearings relating ~o the granting, 

suspension, or revocation of license~; and 

(7) adopt rules necessary to carry out its duties 

under [this act]. 

Section 7. Remedies to enforce compliance -- appeals. 

The board may: 

{1) initiate an action to enjoir. any violation Df 

[this act] or any rul@s adopted by the board; 

-l-
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( 2) suspend, revoke, or refuse to grant a license to 

any person in order to enforce compliance with a rule, 

order, or law pursuant to [section 14]; and 

(3) exercise its authority to carry out disciplinary 

action as provided in 37-l-136. 

Section a. Licenses -- classes -- master required on 

jab. (1) The board shall by rule establish classes of 

licenses for: 

(a) apprentice fire alarm and security alarm 

installation and maintenance; 

(b) apprentice fire suppression equipment installation 

and maintenance; 

{c) journeyman fire alarm and security alarm 

installation and maintenance; 

(d) journeyman fire suppression equipment installation 

and maintenance; 

(e) master fire alarm and security alarm installation 

and maintenance; and 

(f) master fir~ suppression equipmenc installation and 

maintenance. 

(2) A person must obtain from the board a license 

prior to installing or maintaining fire alarms, security 

alarms, or fire suppression equipment, and such work may 

proceed only under the supervision of a holder of a master's 

license. 
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Section 9. Examination for license. (1) The board 

shall issue a license endorsed with the appropriate class of 

license to an applicant who scores a passing grade on an 

examination for that class devised by the board and who pays 

the required fee. 

(2) The board may waive the examination if the 

satisfactory evidence that he is applicant 

qualified 

provides 

through training required by the manufacturer of 

the fire alarm, security alarm, or fire suppression 

equipment he plans to install and maintain, 

(3) An applicant who fails to score a passing grade on 

the examination may apply after 30 days to take another 

examination. 

Section 10. 

board shall by 

Board endorsement of license. (1) The 

rule endorse the license with the class of 

license and the type of work authorized to be performed. 

(2) A license holder may perform only the type of work 

~ndorsed on his license. 

Section 11. Duty to report address change. A license 

holder shall report a change of address to the board within 

15 days of the change. He shall also record the new address 

on the reverse side of the license. 

Section 12. Expiration and renewal of license. All 

licenses expire and are renewed as established by rule of 

the board. 
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Section 13. Deposit of money collected. The department 

shall collect all money under [this act] and shdll deposit 

it in the state special revenue fund for the use of the 

board, subject to 37-1-101(6) and to appropriation by the 

legislature. This fund may be used to pay the expenses of 

members of the board and other expenses necessary to 

administer (this act). 

Section 14. Suspension or revocation of ljcense. The 

board shall suspend or revoke a license, following notice 

and opportunity for hearing, if the holder has: 

(1) obtained or attempted to obtain a license by 

fraudulent misrepresentation; 

(2) committed acts or exhibited incompetency 

endangering the public health and safety in the installation 

or maintenance of fire alarms, security alarms, or fire 

suppression equipment; 

(3) performed maintenance on any approved fire alarm, 

security alarm, or fire suppression equipment improperly 

installed and has failed to notify the owner or the owner's 

representative of the improper installation or any defect in 

the equipment: or 

(4) violated any provision of (this act]. 

Section 15. Investigation of complaints. Upon the 

receipt of a signed complaint of improper instaJlation or 

maintenance of a fire alarm, securicy alarm, or fire 
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suppression equipment, the boarti shall investigate the 

complaint. 

Section 16. ?ees. {1) The board shall set a license 

issuance fee for each license required by [this act). 

(2) The board may also establish f2es, including but 

not limited to fees for application, renewal, late renewal, 

and inspection. 

(3) Each fee must be commensurate with applicable 

costs. 

Section 17. Penalty. Any person who violates the 

provisions of [this act] is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Section lB. Duties of f:.re marshal in other areas 

preserved. Nothing contained in [this act] may be construed 

to limit the power or duty of the state fire marshal to 

otherwise safeguard life and property from the hazards of 

fire and to carry into effect the fire prevention laws of 

this state. 

Section 19. Repealer. 

50-39-105, MCA, are repeal~d. 

Sections 50-39-101 through 

Section 20. Codification instruction. (l} Section 3 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 2, 

chapter 15, part 18, and the provisions of Title 2, chapter 

15, part 18~ apply to section 3. 

(~) Sections 1, 2, and 4 through 18 are intended to be 

codified as an integral part of Title 37, and the provisions 

-8-
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of Title 37, chapter 1, apply to sections 1, 2, and 4 

2 through 18. 

3 Section 21. Appointment of initial board -- terms. (1) 

4 Within 30 days after the effective date of this act, the 

5 governor shall appoint members to the board in compliance 

6 with section 3. 

7 {2) The provisions of section 3 notwithstanding, one 

8 person initially appointed to the board shall serve a 1-year 

9 term, two shall serve 2-year terms, and the remaining 

10 appointees shall serve 3-year terms. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN 483-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 20, 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for H.B. 895 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

To create a Board of Fire Alarm, Security Alarm, and Fire Suppression Equipment Installers and Maintenance 
Examiners; defining powers of board, transferring to the Board the responsibility of the State Fire Marshal to 
license persons engaged in installing or maintaining fire alarm, security alarm or fire suppression equipment. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Assume .SO FTE, Grade 11, step 2 and benefits of 18~% per year 
2. Assume that 5 board members will meet 4 times a year (20 meeting days) 
3. Assume 2 examinations per year 
4. Assume that the number of licensees, registrations and permits will remain same as Fire Marshal figures of 

14 licenses, 34 permits and 15 certificates of registration 
5. Assume office equipment and space will be required in Department of Commerce 
6. Assume 20 pages APA rules and notices at $14 a page 
7. Assume 50 hours of legal services the first year, and 20 hours thereafter at $40 an hour 
8. Assume $900 a year for travel per board member 
9. Assume fees commensurate with costs 

FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE SPECIAL REVENUES: 

Expenditures FY 86 $20,962 FY 87 $18,762 
Fees commensurate with costs 

TECHNICAL NOTE: 
No provisions for charging examination or re-examination fees, but provides 

FNlO:M/2 

for the service of giving the 

_f)~/J 4 JL..L 
-y-- v~ 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

exam. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: E..vd 2s- _L9ttJ- __ 
· 'He stts 
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
BUSINESS AND LABOR 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 895 

House Business and Labor Committee 

A statement of intent is required with this bill 

6 because it authorizes the board of fire alarm, security 

7 alarm, and fire suppression equipment installers and 

s maintenance persons, which is established under this bill, 

9 to make rules to implement the bill and to license persons 

10 who install or maintain fire alarm, security alarm, and tire 

11 suppression equipment. 

12 It is the intent of the legislature that the board, by 

13 rule, establish qualifications for eligibility for each 

14 class of license, devise and administer examinations for 

15 licenses, grant licenses to persons who satisfy the 

16 requirements, revoke, suspend, or refuse licenses for cause, 

17 and generally supervise the professional conduct of the 

18 licensees. 

~-- '""""''"" <=ncn 

SECOND READING 
t1B .gqcS" 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 895 

INTRODUCED BY PAVLOVICH 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND LABOR 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A BOARD OF 

FIRE ALARM, SECURITY ALARM, AND FIRE SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT 

INSTALLERS AND MAINTENANCE BMAKfN8RS PERSONS; DEFINING THE 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD; TRANSFERRING TO THE BOARD 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL TO LICENSE 

PERSONS ENGAGED IN INSTALLING OR MAINTAINING FIRE ALARM, 

SECURITY ALARM, OR FIRE SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 50-39-101 THROUGH 50-39-105, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. It is hereby declared that the 

public welfare and safety requires the control and 

regulation of all persons engaged in the installation or 

maintenance of fire alarm, security alarm, or fire 

suppression equipment in order to protect the public from 

unsafe practices. 

Section 2. Definitions. For purposes of [this act], 

the following definitions apply: 

{1) "Board" means the board of fire alarm, security 

alarm, and fire suppression equipment installers and 

~una !09i>l><i•• Couno< 
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maintenance exam~ners PERSONS provided for in [section 3]. 

( 2) "Department.. means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

(3) "Fire alarm" means: 

(a) (i) a system that detects heat, products 

combustion, visible smoke; or 

(ii) other fire-related initiating devices; and 

of 

(b) a system that gives warning through bells, alarms, 

or voice or transmits a signal to a central control station 

BUT DOES NOT INCLUDE A SINGLE-DEVICE SYSTEM AS USED IN A 

RESIDENCE. 

( 4) "Fire suppression equipment •• means any portable 

fire extinguisher or any fire extinguishing system. 

( 5) "Security alarm" means a system that detects an 

intrusion into any building or premises and gives warning 

through bells, alarms, or voice or transmits a signal to a 

central control station. 

Section 3. Board of fire alarm, security alarm, and 

fire suppression equipment installers and maintenance 

ex~m±"e~~ PERSONS -- composition -- allocation. (1) There is 

a board of fire alarm, security alarm, and fire suppression 

equipment installers and maintenance ex8miners PERSONS. 

(2) The board consists of five members appointed by 

the governor as follows: 

(a) one member from the state fire marshal bureau; 

-2- HB 895 
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(b) one member who holds or is eligible to hold a 

license to install and maintain fire alarms and security 

alarms; 

(c) one member who holds or is eligible to hold a 

license to install and maintain fire suppression equipment; 

(d) one member representing a paid fire department; 

and 

(e) one member of the public who is not engaged in the 

installation or maintenance of fire alarms, security alarms, 

or fire suppression equipment as defined in [section 2] and 

is not a member of a fire department or of a fire agency. 

(3) Each member shall serve for a term of 3 years~ No 

member may serve more than two full consecutive terms. 

{4) The board is allocated to the department for 

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121. 

Section 4. Board meetings -- quorum -- officers. (1) 

The board shall meet at least once a year at a place and 

time determined by the chairman and at other times and 

places specified by the chairman to carry out the provisions 

of [this act]. Three members constitute a quorum. 

(2) Members of the board shall annually designate one 

member to serve as chairman and another member to serve as 

secretary-treasurer. 

Section 5. Compensation -- expenses. Unless the member 

is a full-time salaried officer or employee of this state or 

-3- HB 895 
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of a political subdivision of this state, each member is 

entitled to receive compensation and expenses as provided 

for in 37-1-133. 

Section 6. Powers and duties. The board shall: 

and 

(1) grant licenses to applicants qualified to 

maintain fire alarms, security alarms, 

suppression equipment; 

install 

and fire 

(2) devise and administer examinations to determine an 

applicant 1 s knowledge and ability to install and maintain 

fire alarms, security alarms, or fire suppression equipment; 

(3} periodically review license examination results, 

analyze the effectiveness of the examination in testing an 

applicant 1 s knowledge, and if necessary revise the 

examination to reflect changes in fire codes and standards; 

(4) prescribe an application form and a process foe 

receiving applications for any license; 

{5) establish a procedure to receive, investigate, and 

hear complaints concerning the activities or practices of 

persons holding a license issued by the board; 

(6) hold hearings relating to the granting, 

suspension, or revocation of licensesi and 

{7) adopt rules necessary to carry out its duties 

under [this actl. 

Section 7. Remedies to enforce compliance --appeals. 

The board may: 

-4- HB 895 
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(l) initiate an action to enjoin any violation of 

(this act) or any rules adopted by the board; 

(2) suspend, revoke, or refuse to grant a license to 

any person in order to enforce compliance with a rule, 

order, or law pursuant to (section 14}; and 

(3) exercise its authority to carry out disciplinary 

action as provided in 37-1-136. 

Section 8. Licenses -- classes master required on 

job. (1) The board shall by rule establish classes of 

licenses for: 

(a) apprentice fire alarm and security alarm 

installation and maintenance; 

(b) apprentice fire suppression equipment installation 

and maintenance: 

(c) journeyman fire alarm and security alarm 

installation and maintenance; 

(d) journeyman fire suppression equipment installation 

and maintenance; 

{e) master fire alarm and security alarm installation 

and maintenance; and 

(f) master fire suppression equipment installation and 

maintenance. 

(2) A person must obtain from the board a license 

prior to installing or maintaining fire alarms, security 

alarms, or fire suppression equipmenL, and such work may 

-5- HB 895 
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proceed only under the supervision of a holder of a master's 

license. 

(3) AN ELECTRICIAN WHO HAS RECEIVED A LICENSE FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO 37-68-301 MAY INSTALL NEW FIRE ALARM 

AND SECURITY ALARM SYSTEMS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A 

JOURNEYMAN FIRE ALARM AND SECURITY ALARM INSTALLER, BUT SUCH 

WORK PERFORMED BY AN ELECTRICIAN IS SUBJECT TO INSPECTION 

AND APPROVAL BY A LICENSED FIRE ALARM AND SECURITY ALARM 

INSTALLER. 

Section 9. Examination for license. (1) The board 

shall issue a license endorsed with the appropriate class of 

license to an applicant who scores a passing grade on an 

examination for that class devised by the board and who pays 

the required fee. 

(2) The board may waive the examination if the 

applicant provides satisfactory evidence that he is 

qualified through training required by the manufactu~er of 

the fire alarm, security alarm, or fire suppression 

equipment he plans to install and maintain. 

(3} An applicant who fails to score a passing grade on 

the examination may apply after 30 days to take another 

examination. 

Section 10. Board endorsement of license. (1} The 

board shall by rule endorse the license with the class of 

license and the type of work authorized to be performed. 

-6- HB 895 
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(2) A license holder may perform only the type of work 

endorsed on his license~ 

Section 11. Duty to report address change. A license 

holder shall report a change of address to the board within 

15 days of the change. He shall also record the new address 

on the reverse side of the license. 

Section 12. Expiration and renewal of license. All 

licenses expire and are renewed as established by rule of 

the board. 

Section 13. Deposit of money collected. The department 

shall collect all money under [this act] and shall deposit 

it in the state special revenue fund for the use of the 

board, subject to 37-1-101(6) and to appropriation by the 

legislature. This fund may be used to pay the expenses of 

members of the board and other expenses necessary to 

administer [this act). 

Section 14. Suspension or revocation of license. The 

board shall suspend or revoke a license, following notice 

and opportunity for hearing, if the holder has; 

(l) obtained or attempted to obtain a license by 

fraudulent misrepresentation; 

(2) committed WANTON acts or exhibited WANTON 

incompetency endangering the public health and safety in the 

installation or maintenance of fire alarms, security alarms, 

or fire suppression equipment; 

-7- HB 895 
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(3) performed maintenance on any approved fire alarm, 

security alarm, or fire suppression equipment improperly 

installed and has failed to notify the owner or the owner's 

representative of the improper installation or any defect in 

the equipment; or 

(4) violated any provision of [this act]. 

Section 15. Investigation of complaints. Upon the 

receipt of a signed complaint of improper installation or 

maintenance of a fire alarm, security alarm, or fire 

suppression equipment, the board shall investigate the 

complaint. 

Section 16. Fees. (1} The board shall set a license 

issuance fee for each license required by (this act]. 

(2} The board may also establish fees, including but 

not limited to fees for application, renewal, late renewal, 

and inspection. 

(3) Each fee must be commensurate with applicable 

costs. 

Section 17. Penalty. Any person who violates 

provisions of [this act] is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

the 

Section 18. Duties of fire marshal in other areas 

preserved. Nothing contained in (this act] may be construed 

to limit the power or duty of the state fire marshal to 

otherwise safeguard life and property from the hazards of 

fire and to carry into effect the fire prevention laws of 

-a- HB 895 



this state. 

Section 19. Repealer. Sections 

50-39-105, MCA, are repealed. 

50-39-101 

HB 0895/02 

through 

1 

2 

3 

4 Section 20. Codification instruction. (1) Section J is 

5 intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 2, 

6 chapter 15, part 18, and the provisions of Title 2, chapter 

7 15, part 18, apply to section 3. 

8 (2) Sections 1, 2, and 4 through 18 are intended to be 

9 codified as an integral part of Title 37, and the provisions 

10 of Title 37, chapter 1, apply to sections 1, 2, and 4 

11 through 18. 

12 Section 21. Appointment of initial board -- terms. (1) 

13 Within 30 days after the effective date of this act, the 

14 governor shall appoint members to the board in compliance 

15 with section 3. 

16 (2) The provisions of section 3 notwithstanding, one 

17 person initially appointed to the board shall serve a 1-year 

18 term, two shall serve 2-year terms, and the remaining 

19 appointees shall serve 3-year terms. 

-End-
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1 STATEMEII'l' OF IN'l'EN'l' 

2 BOIJSE BILL 895 

l Bouse Business and Labor Committee 

c 
5 A statement of intent is required with this bill 

6 because it authorizes the board of fire alarm, security 

1 alar•, and fire suppression ·equipment installers and 

8 .aintenance persons, which is established under this bill, 

9 to aake rules to impleBant the bill and to license persons 

10 who install or maintain fire alarm, security alarm, and fire 

11 suppression equipment. 

12 It is the intent of the legislature that the board, by 

13 rule, establish qualifications for eligibility for each 

14 class of license, devise and administer ezaminations for 

15 licenses, grant licenses to persons who satisfy the 

16 requirements, revoke, suspend, or refuse licenses for cause, 

17 and gsnsrally supervise the professional conduct of the 

18 licensees. 

~·--~ 
THIRD READING 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 895 

INTRODUCED BY PAVLOVICH 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND LABOR 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 'AN ACT CREATING A BOARD OF 

FIRE ALARM, SECURITY ALARM, AND FIRE SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT 

INSTALLERS AND MAINTENANCE BMAMINBRS PERSONS; DEFINING THE 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD: TRANSFERRING TO THE BOARD 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL TO LICENSE 

PERSONS ENGAGED IN INSTALLING OR MAINTAINING FIRE ALARM, 

SECURITY ALARM, OR FIRE SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 50-39-101 THROUGH 50-39-105, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. It is hereby declared that the 

public welfare and safety requires the control and 

regulation of all persons engaged in the installation or 

maintenance of fire alarm, security alarm, or fire 

suppression equipment in order to protect the public from 

unsafe practices. 

Section 2. Definitions. For purposes of [this act], 

the following definitions apply: 

( 1) "Board" means the board of fire alarm, security 

alarm, and fire suppression equipment installers and 

~n• ,..,,,..,,. Counal 
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maintenance ~xam~ft~rs PERSONS provided for in [section 3]. 

( 2) "Department,. means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

( 3) "Fire alarm" means: 

(a) (i) a system that detects heat, products of 

combustion, visible smoke; or 

(ii) other fire-related initiating devices; and 

(b) a system that gives warning through bells, alarms, 

or voice or transmits a signal to a central control station 

BUT DOES NOT INCLUDE A SINGLE-DEVICE SYSTEM AS USED IN A 

RESIDENCE. 

(4) "Fire suppression equipment" means any portable 

fire extinguisher or any fire extinguishing system. 

(5) •'security alarm" means a system that detects an 

intrusion into any building or premises and gives warning 

through Qells, alarms, or voice or transmits a signal to a 

central control station. 

fire 

Section 3. Board of fire alarm, security alarm, and 
• 

suppression equipment installers and maintenance 

exsminers PERSONS -- composition -- allocation. (1) There is 

a board of fire alarm, security alarm, and fire suppression 

equipment installers and maintenance exem~"er~ PERSONS. 

(2) The board consists of five members appointed by 

the governor as follows: 

(a) one member from the state fire marshal bureau; 

-2- iiB 895 
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(b) one member who holds or is eligible to hold a 

license to install and maintain fire alarms and security 

alarms; 

(C) one member who holds or is eligible to hold a 

license to install and maintain fire suppression equipment; 

(d) one member representing a paid fire department; 

and 

(e} one member of the public who is not engaged in the 

installation or maintenance of fire alarms, security alarms, 

or fire suppression equipment as defined in (section 21 and 

is not a member of a fire department or of a fire agency, 

(3} Each member shall serve for a term of 3 years. No 

member may serve more than two full consecutive t·erms. 

(4) The board is allocated to the department for 

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121. 

Section 4. Board meetings -- quorum-- officers. (1) 

The board shall meet at least once a year at a place and 

time determined by the chairman and at other times and 

places specified by the chairman to carry out the provisions 

o_f [this act]. Three members constitute a quorum. 

( 2) Members of til" board shall annually designate one 

member to serve as chairman and another member to serve as 

secretary-treasurer. 

Section 5. Compen-s-ation -- expenses. Unless the member 

is a full-tiDR! sa'lari'ed aff'tce-r ot etnpldyee rif this state or 
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of a political subdivision· of this state, each member is 

entitled to receive compensation and expenses as provided 

for in 37-1-133. 

Section 6. Powers and duties. The board shall: 

(1) grant licenses to applicants qualified to install 

and maintain fire alarms, security alarms, and fire· 

suppression equipment: 

(2) devis-e and administer examinations to determine an 

applicant's knowledge and ability to install and maintain 

fire alarms, security alarms, or fire suppression equipmentj 

{3) periodically review license examination results, 

analyze the effectiveness of the examination in testing an 

applicant•s knowledge, and lf necessary revise the 

examination to reflect changes in fire codes and standards; 

(4) prescribe an application form and a process for 

receiving applications for any licens.e; 

(5) establish a procedure to receive, investigate, and 

hear complaints concerning the activities or practices of 

persons holding a license issued by the board; 

(6) hold hearings relating to the granting, 

suspension, or revocatio·n of licenses; and 

{7) adopt rules necessary to carry out its duties 

under (this act]. 

Section 7 w Remedies to enforce compliance -- appeal's. 

The board may: 
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(1) initiate an action to enjoin any violation of 

[this act] ot any tu1es adopted by the boatd; 

(2) suspend, revoke, or refuse to grant a license to 

any person in order to enforce compliance with a rule, 

otder, or law pursuant to [section 14]; and 

(3) exercise its authority to carry out disciplinary 

action as provided in 37-1-136. 

Section 8. Licenses -- classes master required on 

job. (1) The board shall by rule establish classes of 

licenses for: 

(a) apprentice fire alarm and security alarm 

installation and maintenance; 

(b) apprentice fire suppression equipment installation 

and maintenance; 

(c) journeyman fire alarm and security alarm 

installation and maintenance: 

(d) journeyman fire suppression equipment installation 

and maintenance; 

(e) master fire alarm and Security alarm installation 

and maintenance; and 

(f) master fire suppression equipment installation and 

maintenance. 

(2) A person must obtain from the board a license 

prior to installing or maintaining fire alarms, security 

alarms, or fire suppression equipment, and such work may 
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proceed only under the supervision of a holder of a master's 

license .. 

(3) AN ELECTRICIAN WHO HAS RECEIVED A LICENSE FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO 37-68-301 MAY INSTALL NEW FIRE ALARM 

AND SECURITY ALARM SYSTEMS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A 

JOURNEYMAN FIRE ALARM AND SECURITY ALARM INSTALLER, BUT SUCH 

WORK PERFORMED BY AN ELECTRICIAN IS SUBJECT TO INSPECTION 

AND APPROVAL BY A LICENSED FIRE ALARM AND SECURITY ALARM 

INSTALLER. 

Section 9. Examination for license. (1) The board 

shall issue a license endorsed with the appropriate class of 

license to an applicant who scores a passing grade on an 

examination for that class devised by the board and who pays 

the required fee~ 

(2) The boatd may waive the examination if the 

applicant provides satisfactory evidence that he is 

qualified through training required by the manufacturer of 

the fire alarm, security alarm, or fire suppression 

equipment he plans to install and maintain~ 

(3) An applicant who fails to score a passing 9rade on 

the examination may apply after 30 days to take another 

examination~ 

Section 10. Board endorsement of licens~. {1) The 

board shall by rule endorse the license with the class of 

license and the type of work authorized to be performed~ 
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( 2) A 1.i..-.. boldlor may pel"fono cml.y tin> type of work 

endorsed on his lice-.• 

Section 11. Duty t~ report address chanqe. A licens• 

holder shaU report a. c~ of address to the bo;ord witl\in 

15 days of the change. He shall al~o record the new addr&ss 

on the r.evecse side of the lice:nse .. 

Section 12. Expiration and renewal of license. All 

licenses expir_e and are. r:e-newed as established by rule o.f 

the board. 

Se.::tion 13. Deposit of money collected. The department 

shiilll collect all money under [this act] and shan depos.i.t 

it in the state special revenue fund for the use of the 

board, subject to 37-1-101(61 and to appropriation by the 

legislature. 'l'hb fund may be. used to pay the expenses of 

Dtembers of the board and ot-her expenses necessary to 

administer [this act]. 

Section 14. suspension o_r revocation of license~ The 

board shall suspend or revoke a license, following notice 

and opportunity for hearing, if the holder has: 

( 1) obtained or attupt1!d to obtain a license by 

fraudt~lent miarepresent:at·ioo1 

( 21 conuni tted !!!!!!m! acts" or exhibited WANTON 

incompete.-cy Bl\dange.rin<J the public health and safety in the 

installation or maintenance_ o_f fir.e- ala-rms, aec-ur i ty a.l•riDS.,. 

qr fire $I.IPPre&l'ion eqttiptll&!!llt; 
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( 31. p~r·for-d maintenance on any a'pprove\i fire aiarm, 

aeeurity alal'la>, or H.r1! auppr&&siOJI equ,ipnlent ilii()rriper<l.y 

inat·alled and haa fai-led to- notify the owner 0:~ bh:e owner's 

t'"JU'elleRtative Of the improper installation Ol' any <i*f'o!!ct in 

the equipmenti or 

(4.) violated any provision of [this act]. 

Section 15. Investiqation of complaints. Upon the 

receipt of a signed complaint of improper installation or 

mainti!nance ot a fi-re alarm, secur it¥ ala·rm) or fir& 

suppression equ.iplhnt, the board shall inY<!BU'JA'te the 

com;plai n t . 

SRCtion 16. Fees. ( 1) The board shall set a· license 

in.unce f"" for each licet~se re<JUi·r:ed by [this. aol: J. 

(2) The board may also establish fees, including bUt 

nat limited to fees for application, renewal, late renewal, 

and inspection. 

(3) Each fee must be commensurate ~ith applicable 

casts. 

Sedtion 17. PE!<nalty. Any· person who violates 

provisions of [this act] is guilty of a misdemeanOr. 

the 

section- 18. Duties of· fire marshal in other areas 

preserved. Nething contained in [this act] may be cbnstrut!d 

to limit the power or duty of the state fire mars~al to 

othetwis• saf&qllatd lif·e· an<J proplfrtr ham tiN!' hilzli!rd& of 

fife- ~" to f>iltry into e<ffect the fire prevention laws 6f 
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this state. 

Section 19. Repealer. 

3 50-39-105, MCA, are repealed. 

HB 0895/02 

Sections 50-39-101 through 

4 Section 20. Codification instruction. (l) Section 3 is 

5 intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 2, 

6 chapter 15, part 18, and the provisions of Title 2, chapter 

7 15, part 18, apply to section 3. 

8 (2) Sections 1, 2, and 4 through 18 are intended to be 

9 codified as an integral part of Title 37, and the provisions 

10 of Title 37, chapter 1, apply to sections 1, 2, and 4 

ll through 18. 

12 Section 21. Appointment of initial board -- terms. (1) 

13 Within 30 days after the effective date of this act, the 

14 governor shall appoint members to the board in compliance 

15 with section 3. 

16 (2) The provisions of section 3 notwithstanding, one 

17 person initially appointed to the board shall serve a 1-year 

18 term, two shall serve 2-year terms, and the remaining 

19 appointees shall serve 3-year terms. 

-End-
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