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HOUSE BILL NO. 875 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, PHILLIPS 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
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Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49; Noes, 0. 

Returned to House. 
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IN THE HOUSE 
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Received from Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED 

~BILL NO .. K'ZS_ 

BY~ r8&1.t~' 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

APPLICABLE TO REGISTRATION AND VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT OF 

ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-2-203, 13-2-212, 13-2-214, AND 13-13-211, MCA; REPEALING 

SECTION 13-2-213, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE. H 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and, except as 

provided in 13-2-212, either verify or affirm the mail 

registration fotm before a notary public or other officer 
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LC 0773/01 

empowered to administer oaths or complete and sign the form 

and obtain the signature, address, and voting precinct of at 

least one registered voter in the county who shall witness 

the facts stated on the tegisttation form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed by the 

witness or officer before whom signed.'' 

Section 2. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service. (1) Any elector in the United States service 

who is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register by mailing to the election 

administrator: 

{a) the registration form, filled out and signed ttnder 

oath; or 

{b) the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed ~nd~~-o~~h. 

{2) The form of the federal post card application, 

which may be used both as an application for registration 

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

state." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-214. Classification of federal post card 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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application. (l) Unl~ss the elector is already registered, a 

federal post card application received from an elector in 

the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous 

application for registration and for ballot for __ each PE_imdry 

and general election held during the year. of its receipt. A 

post card application must be received at least 50 d~ 

pr lor to an elect ion to be accepted for that elect ion. An 

application received less than 50 days prior to an election 

must be treated as an application for the next election held 

more than 50 days from t~~ date of receipt of 

application. 

the 

ill Upon receipt by the election administr<itor of a 

federal post card application, properly filled out and 

signed ~nde~-oath, the election administrator shall~ 

~ classify the application according to the precinct 

in which the elector resides or, if the information is 

insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an 

appropriate precinct•l 

t~t--~ne--e%eet±on-admin±st~ato~-shaiir-~pon-reeeipe-o£ 

any-~ede~~%-po~t-eard-eppf±eation, 

1El immediately enter all inform.ation in the 

registration records of the office and either file the post 

card application with regular registration forms or file a 

photocopy attached to a regular re1istration form on which 

the information has been entered•L 

-3-

1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

LC 0773/01 

t~t--~he-e%eet±on-~dmi"~~trator-~ha±T 

1£..L send to the applicant by t~1e f:astesr_ mail service 

av~ilable a notice that he has been registered and informing 

him that in--oraer--to-~ec~re-a-bai±ot-he-m~~t-mai±-at-any 

t±me-withir.-75-d~y~-preeeding-th~-e±eet~en--an~tne~--reOera± 

pe~t--ea~d-appfieation-te-the-eieet±on-~Omi~i~t~ator he will 

be mailed an absentee bal~ot for the next election in which 

he is entitled to vote under subsection {1). 

t+t J_}_l_ A--£ed:et<ai---po~t-eard--app-±i:eat±on-reeei'lfed-from 

an-@±eetor-~~-the--Bni:ted:--State~--~er'lfiee--with±n--~5--dey~ 

preeed~n~--~n--e~eet±on--~heii--~e-treated-e~-e-~~m~±taneotl~ 

app-±±eat±en-~or--regi~tr~t±on--and--for--baitoto--Wnere--the 

efeeto~----i~--a~ready--registered,--the--federa±--po~t--eard 

appiieat±on-shari-be-treatea-a~-an-app±±eation-for-a-ba±±ot7 

The election administrator may use photocopies of the post 

card application to complete all necessary records.*' 

Section 4. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

*'13-13-211. Application of absentee or physically 

incapacitated elector for ballot. Stlri:ng Except as provided 

in 13-2-214, during a period beqinning 75 days before the 

.;lay of election and ending ..a.t noon .on .the ..d.a¥ b.e.f..ore the 

election, an elector Pxpecting to be absent from the county 

in which his voting precinct is situated,--an--eZeetor--±n 

H"±eed--S~~te~--ser~±ce, or an elector who will be unable to 

go to the polls because of physical incapacity may apply to 

-4-
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1 the election administrator for an absentee ballot.'' 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 13-2-213, 

3 MCA, is repealed. 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. This act is 

S effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-5-
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APPROVED BY COMMI1~EE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 875 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, PHILLIPS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTHLED: "AN ACT REVISING ·THE LAWS 

APPLICABLE TO REGISTRATION AND VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT OF 

ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE: AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-2-203, 13-2-212, 13-2-214, AND 13-13-211, MCA: REPEALING 

SECTION 13-2-213, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE. H 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

wlJ-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed re9istration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

ccuncy. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and, except as 

provided in 13-2-212, either verify or affirm the mail 

registration form before a nocary public or other officer 
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HB 0875/02 

empowered to administer oaths or complete and sign the form 

and obtain the signature, address, and voting precinct of at 

least one registered voter in the county who shall witness 

the facts stated on the registration form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after tht date it is signed by the 

witness or officer before .,.,hom signed." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is ame~ded to read: 

''13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service. (l) Any elector in the United States servjce 

who is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register by mailing to the election 

administrator: 

(a} the registration form, filled out and signerl tt~de~ 

oe:th; or 

(b} the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed tt~Oe~-oa~n. 

{2) The form of the federal post card application, 

which may be used both as an application for registration 

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

state." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-214. Classification of federal post card 

-2- HB 875 
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application. (l) Unless the _el_~ct?~~lE_~~£¥~~-~-~-~-.red, a 

federal po~---~ard application receiv~d _from __ ~~~ector i.n 

the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous -------

application for registration and Eor ballot for e~ch_____Q!_~~ 

and general election he_~~ IN_WHICf! __ HE IS ----~NTITLED TO VO'rE 

dur inq the year of its -~-~~_e_lp~ A-po~-e:a!'~---~[?l~o:ati:on-m~:~~t:_ 

be_- -t"eee i-'lfed---a t- -l: l!e:~t-:: :-.~_!!__:- -ds:y~-pr t-~ !..:_~-~~~:-e l-eet ion- to-b_~ 

aeee p~~d-_ fot"- that -e l:eet±ono --At't_-:--_-:-~E~ i:eati?"'---_!!_.eei •ed --le3 ~ 

thel"t- ::_~_6--day ~ --er i-o r-- to--.!:1"1- ~-~-~~!_i:~n-~t1~ t- be-~!_ea ted-~~ 

~!_~~~ion-£or--~~-;,e~~-e±eet;_i.-?.J!~eid--m_?re--tn~_n_--S9--dt~y!l 

from-the-_dl!t~.:-~~-reee~.E_t-o£-t:ht!-~_EE_~_~e:tio.!!_:.:_ 

ill Upon receipt by the election administrator of a 

federal post car.d application, properly filled out ar:d 

signed ttnrler~oath, the election adtninistrator shall: 

~ classify the application according to the precinct 

in which the elector resides or, if the information is 

insufficient to determine precinct of residence, aAsign an 

appropriate precinct.71._ 

t~t--The--t!lt!et~o"-a~m±ni3tr8eor-s~ail7-ttpon-recei~t-o~ 

any-Eederai-po3t-~e:~d-epp~±eationT 

JJ?j_ immediately enter all intcrmdtion in the 

registration records of the office and either file the post 

card application with regular registration forms or file a 

photocopy attached to a regular registration form on wn~ch 

the information has been enteredo; 

-3- HB a:s 
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t3t--~he-~±eetion-adm~ni~trator-~hall 

l<;:J sP.nd to the applicant by the fastest mall serv1ce 

available a notice t~at he has been registered and inforffiing 

him that A BAI,LOT IS ENCLOSEll OR THA'!' ±ti-l';')f."cier-~O-!II!ettre-a - - ------------~------------

bai-lot-hc 1!'!t1 ~t-·Mf)~ <:--t.~. t -·eny-t i::n~- w-i:tM:tM-":fS-day:~-pr-eced:tnq-th~ 

eleetion---a~~~~~r--federol--po8t--earcl--appi±eot~en--t:o--th~ 

ei-eet±on- -ad:m.t-n.±!li:':t""ettor he will be ~11a i 1 e(!_~~~~_ntee ballot 

t_t;!_r _the n~~-~~J:E..r:t __ ~-~~ictl~~-~~~~i_!_led____!Q __ "!_Ote '-J.nder 

~-~-~~!':£~1 on ( 1 j_. 

t4t ill A-- fefi.e-fa1:---r:·~~t: -et:Srd-app±: iea-t-!-a~-!'eee i'lfed-from. 

an-e!~eto~--~~-the--Bn±ted--St~te~--~er~i~e--w±thi~--~5--d~y~ 

pr~eedin~--a~--pleeticn--!l~e+!--b~-treoteci-a3--a-~imtlitanee~3 

app!ie~tie~-~or--re~±st~ation--a~d--Eor--b~±±~~~---Where--t~e 

elector----i~--e::tt'et!!d:y--reg:i-~~~r-~d-,--the--fede~et--po~~--eerO: 

appi~ee:~ien-~hot~-be-treet~d-a~-en-e:pp±ieat±on-tor-a-bA~+ot. 

The election adrr1in~sLrator may use photocopies of the post 

card applicatir,n to complete all necessary records." 

Section 4. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-211. Application of absentee or physically 

incapacitated elector for ballot. 6ttrin9 Exc.~~~---·p-~ov ided 

l~~3-2_:-_l~L dur ir.::J. a per ind beg inning 75 days before the 

day of election ar:d endi~g at neon on ::ne day oefore the 

election, ~n electcr expecting to be absent from the county 

in which his voting precinct is situated-,--a~--el~e~or--~n 

Bn~ted--Se~te~--~er~ice-; or an elector who wllJ oe unable to 

-4- HB 875 
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1 go to the polls because of physical incapacity may apply to 

2 the election administrator for an absentee ballot.'' 

3 NEW SECTI~~ Section 5. Repealer. Section 13-2-213, 

4 MCA, is repealed. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. This act is 

6 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-5- HB 875 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 875 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, PHILLIPS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

APPLICABLE TO REGISTRATION AND VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT OF 

ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE! AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-2-203, 13-2-212, 13-2-214, AND 13-13-211, MCA; REPEALING 

SECTION 13-2-213, MCAI AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state, 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and, except as 

provided in 13-2-212, either verify or affirm the mail 

registration form before a notary public or other officer 
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empowered to administer oaths or complete and sign the form 

and obtain the signature, address, and voting precinct of at 

least one registered voter in the county who shall witness 

the facts stated on the registration form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed-by the 

witness or officer before whom signed." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service. (1) Any elector in the United States service 

WhO iS absent from the state and the county Of Which he is a 

resident may register 

administrator: 

by mailing to the election 

(a) the registration form, filled out and signed llftder 

eath; or 

(b) the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed llftder-eath. 

(2) The form of the federal post card application, 

which may be used both as an application for registration 

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

state." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-214. Classification of federal post card 

-2- HB 875 
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application. (1} Unless the elector is already registered, a 

federal post card application received from an elector in 

the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous 

application for registration and for ballot for each primary 

and general election neid IN WHICH BE IS ENTITLED TO VOTE 

during the year of its receipt. A-~o~e-~ard-appi~eation-m~~t 

be--reeeived--at--ieas~--56--day~-p~io~-to-an-ei~etien-to-be 

aeeepted-~er-that-eiectteno--An--appi~eation--ree~±ved--le~e 

than--59--day~--pr±or--to--an-eieet±en-m~~t-be-treated-as-an 

app%±eation-£or-the-next-eleetion-heid--more--thsn--59--days 

£rom-the-date-e£-reeeipt-er-the-aepiieatieno 

1£1 Upon receipt by the election administrator of a 

federal post card application, properly filled out and 

signed ~nder-eeeh, the election administrator shall~ 

~ classify the application according to the precinct 

in which the elector resides or, if the information is 

insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an 

appropriate precinct•l 

tit--~h~--eieeeieft-a8m±n±s~raeer-shaii7-upo~-reee±p~-er 

afty-rederei-pest-eard-appl~eation, 

~ immediately enter all information in the 

registration records of the office and either file the post 

card application with regular registration forms or file a 

photocopy attached to a regular registration form on which 

the information has been entered•L 

-3- HB 875 
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t3t--fft~-e~eetion-edm±n±serater-efteii 

1£1 send to the applicant by the fastest mail service 

available a notice that he has been registered and informing 

him that A BALLOT IS ENCLOSED OR THAT %n-order-to-seettr@-8 

baiiet-he-mus~-ms~~-et-any-t~me-with±n-75-aay~-~reeedin9-the 

eieet±on--snother--£ederai--po~t--eera--app±±est±e~--to--the 

eieetien--adm±n±strater he will be mailed an absentee ballot 

for the next election in which he is entitled to vote under 

subsection (1). 

t4tlll A--federai--poet-eard-appi±eat±e~-~eee±ved-E~om 

an-eiee~or-±n-~he--eni~ed--Seates--ser~±ee--within--~5--days 

preeed±nq--an--eieetion--shaii--be-treated-as-a-simttitaneo~s 

appi±eaeion-rer--registra~ion--and--for--baileto--Whe~e--tfte 

eieeto~---is--aiready--reqi~tered7--the--rederai--post--eard 

appi±eetion-shall-be-~reaeed-ae-an-eppiieat±en-£or-e-balioto 

The election administrator may use photocopies of the post 

card application to complete all necessary records." 

Section 4. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-211. Application of absentee or physically 

incapacitated elector for ballot. Bttrin~ Except as provided 

in 13-2-214, during a period beginning 75 days before the 

day of election and ending at noon on the day before the 

election, an elector expecting to be absent from the county 

in which his voting precinct is situated,--an--e~eetor--~n 

Hni~ed--S~ates--eerv~e~; or an elector who will be unable to 

-4- HB 875 
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1 go to the polls because of physical incapacity may apply to 

2 the election administrator for an absentee ballot." 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 13-2-213, 

4 MCA, is repealed. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. This act is 

6 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-5- HB 875 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 875 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, PHILLIPS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

APPLICABLE TO REGISTRATION AND VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT OF 

ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-2-203, 13-2-212, 13-2-214, AND 13-13-211, MCA; REPEALING 

SECTION 13-2-213, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. ( l) A qualified 

individual may re9ister by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration form shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and, except as 

provided in 13-2-212, either verify or affirm the mail 

registration form before a notary public or other officer 
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empowered to administer oaths or complete and sign the form 

and obtain the signature, address, and voting precinct of at 

least one registered voter in the county who shall witness 

the facts stated on the registration form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

eiection administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed by the 

witness or officer before whom signed." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service. (1) Any elector in the United States service 

who is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register 

administrator: 

by mailing to the election 

(a) the registration form, filled out and signed ~~der 

oath; or 

{b) the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed ~"der-eaeft. 

(2) The form of the federal post card application, 

which may be used both as an application for registration 

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

state." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-2-214. Classification of federal post card 

-2- HB 875 
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application. (1) Unless the elector is already registered, a 

federal post card application received from an elector in 

the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous 

application for registration and for ballot for each primary 

and general election h~~d IN WHICH HE IS ENTITLED TO VOTE 

during the year of its receipt. A-pos~-e~r~-eppr±eet±on-mHs~ 

b~--reeeived--at--%eas~--5e--eay3-prior-~e-an-e%eetion-to-be 

aeeep~ee-ror-that-eleetiono--An--appr±eation--reeei~ed--res~ 

~ftan--59--~ars--pr%or--eo--an-e%eet±on-mHst-be-treated-as-an 

applieation-~er-t~e-next-e%eetion-he%d--more--tftan--59--days 

£rom-the-date-of-reee±pt-o£-tfte-app%ieationo 

~ Open receipt by the election administrator of a 

federal post card application, properly filled out and 

signed ttnder-oath, the election administrator shall~ 

~ classify the application according to the precinct 

in which the elector resides or, if the information is 

insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an 

appropriate precinct7L 

tit--~h~--~%eet~on-adminiee~aeor-sheii,-~pon-~eeei~t-o£ 

any-£ederal-poet-eard-applieatio~, 

~ immediately enter all information in the 

registration records of the office and either file the post 

card application with regular registration forms or file a 

photocopy attached to a regular registration form on which 

the information has been entered7L 
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t3t--~he-eieee*on-administra~o~-ehall 

i£1 send to the applicant by the fastest mail service 

available a notice that he has been registered and informing 

him that A BALLOT IS ENCLOSED OR THAT in-erde~-~o-~~e~re-a 

b81le~-he-m~~~-mai±-a~-any-~~me-within-T5-daya-preeed~n9-the 

e%ee~ien--ane~h~r--£ede~al--pos~--eard--eppliea~ion--ee--~he 

eiee~±on--admin±8erato~ he will be mailed an absentee ballot 

for the next election in which he is entitled to vote under 

subsection ( 1). 

t4t11l A--£ederai--pos~-ea~d-appliea~ion-reee±~ed-£rom 

an-e%eetor-in-the--Bn±~ed--9tates--ser¥±ee--wieh±n--T5--days 

preeeding--an--eleee±on--sha%1--be-trea~ed-aa-a-sim~ieaneotts 

appliea~~on-£er--re9istra~ion--and--£or--baiiot7--Whe~e--the 

elee~o~---±s--al~eady--regis~eredT--~he--fede~al--post--eard 

appl±eat±on-ehali-be-treated-as-an-appl±eetion-for-a-ealloto 

The election administrator may use photocopies of the post 

card application to complete all necessary records." 

Section 4. 

"13-13-211. 

section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

Application of absentee or physically 

incapacitated elector for ballot. Bttr±nq Except as provided 

in 13-2-214, during a period beginning 75 days before the 

day of election and ending at noon on the day before the 

election, an elector expecting to be absent from the county 

in which his voting precinct is situated,--an--eleetor--in 

~nited--S~aees--servieer or an elector who will be unable to 
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1 qo to the polls because of physical incapacity may apply to 

2 the election administrator for an absentee ballot." 

• 3 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Section 13-2-213, 

4 MCA, is repealed. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. This act is 

6 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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