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INTRODUCED 

~LNO._iJ1_ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN AC~ PROVIDING FOR THE 

OFFENSE OF HARMING A POLICE DOG AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES." 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 Section 1. Definitions. As used in [this act], the 

9 following definitions apply: 

10 (1) "Law enforcement officer'' means a person who is a 

11 peace officer as defined in 46-1-201. 

12 

13 

(2) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

(a) used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 

14 7-32-201, in the exercise of its authority; 

15 

16 

17 

(b) specifically trained for law enforcement work; and 

(c} under the control of a law enforcement officer. 

Section 2. Harming a police dog -- penalty. (1) A 

18 person commits the offense of harming a police dog if he 

19 purposely or knowingly disables, shoots, kills, or otherwise 

20 injures by any means a police dog being used by a law 

21 enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to 

22 discharge any legal duty or power of his office. 

23 (21 A person convicted of the offense of harming a 

24 police dog may be fined an amount not to exceed $10,000 or 

25 be imprisoned in the state prison far a term not to exceed S 

~ ............ '"""'"' 
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years, or both. 

Section 3. Codification instruction. Sections l and 2 

are intended to be codified as an integ[al pa[t of Title 45 

and the provisions of Title 45 apply to sections 1 and 2. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 837 

INTRODUCED BY PAVLOVICH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

OFFENSE OF HARMING A POLICE DOG AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES."' 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 Section 1. Definitions. As used in [this act], the 

9 following definitions apply: 

10 (1) 11 Law enforcement officer" means a person who is a 

11 peace officer as defined in 46-1-201. 

12 

13 

(2) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

(a) used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 

14 7-32-201, in the exercise of its authority; 

15 

16 

17 

(b) specifically trained for law enforcement work; and 

(c) under the control of a law enforcement officer. 

Section 2. Harming a police dog -- penalty. (1) A 

18 person commits the offense of harming a police dog if he 

19 purposely or knowingly disables, shoots, OR kills7 --o~ 

20 etherwise-±njure~-by-afty-mea~s a police dog being used by a 

21 law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to 

22 discharge any legal duty or power of his office. 

23 (2) A person convicted of the offense of harming a 

24 police dog may be fined an amount not to exceed $%6 7 999 

25 $5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not 

~"' ""''"'"• counc• 
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to exceed S 1 years, or both. 

Section 3. Codification instruction. Sections 1 and 2 

are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 45 

and the provisions of Title 45 apply to sections 1 and 2. 

-End-

SECOND READING 

-2- HB 837 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 837 

INTRODUCED BY PAVLOVICH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

OFFENSE OF HARMING A POLICE DOG AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES." 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 Section 1. Definitions. As used in (this act), the 

9 following definitions apply: 

10 (1) •Law enforce•ent officer• •eans a person who is a 

11 peace officer as defined in 46-l-201. 

12 (2) "Police dog• means a dog that is: 

l3 (a) used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 

14 7-32-201, in the exercise of its authority; 

15 

16 

11 

(b) specifically trained for law enforcement work; and 

(c) under the control of a law enforcement officer. 

Section 2. Harming a police dog --penalty. (1) A 

18 person commits the offense of harming a police dog- if he 

19 purposely or knowingly disables, shoots, OR kills 7 --or 

20 otherwiae-in;ares-br-any-means a police dog being used by a 

21 law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to 

22 discharge any legal duty or power of his office. 

23 

24 

25 

(21 A person convicted of the offense of harming a 

police dog may be fined an amount not to exceed $t87888 

$5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not 

~ .... , • .,, .. ,, •• <ou~d 
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to exceed 5 1 years, or both. 

Section 3. Codification instruction. Sections 1 and 2 

are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 45 

and the provisions of Title 45 apply to sections 1 and 2. 

-End-

THIRD READING 
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 28 85 ......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on .............................. ~.~.~.~.~~.~:. .................................................................................. . 

having had under consideration ........................ ~?~.~.~ ... ~.~.~.~ ............................................................ No .. ~.~? ........ . 
----..:tt.nh.J..i r:odCI.._ __ reading copy ( _b_l_u_e __ 

color 

(Senator Brown) 

PROVIDES FOR THE OFFENSE OF HARMING A POLICE DOG AND PRESCRIBES PENALTIES 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................... ~?~~~ .. ~~~~ ........................................................... No ... ~.~.? ........ . 
be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 19. 
Following: "knowingly" 
Strike: "disables," 
Following: "shoots" 
Strike: · "," 

2. Page 1, line 22. 
Following: "duty" 
Strike: "or power of his office" 
Insert: "in a reasonable and proper manner" 

3. Page 2, line 1. 
Following: "S" 
Strike: "3 years" 
Insert: "l year" 

AND AS AMENDED 

BE CONCURRED IN 

. ~11~.-~ !.?.i'-::. ............................. . 
Senator Joe Maz#k Chairman. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 837 

INTRODUCED BY PAVLOVICH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

OFFENSE OF HARMING A POLICE DOG AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES." 
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$5,000 or be imprisoried in the state prison for a term not 

to exceed 5 i y~ar~ 1 YEAR, or both. 

Section 3. Codification instruction. Sections 1 and 2 

are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 45 

and the provisions of Title 45 apply to sections 1 and 2. 

6 -End-

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 Section 1. Definitions. As used in [this act], the 

9 following definitions apply: 

10 (l) "Law enforcement officer 11 means a person who is a 

11 peace officer as defined in 46-1-201. 

12 

13 

(2) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

(a) used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 

14 7-32-201, in the exercise of its authority; 

15 

16 

17 

(b) specifically trained for law enforcement work; and 

(c} under the control of a law enforcement officer. 

Section 2. Harming a police dog --penalty. (1) A 

18 person commits the offense of harming a police dog if he 

19 purposely or knowingly d~~4b%~~7 shoots, OR kills,--o~ 

20 othe~w±~e-in;~res-by-a"y-me4ftS a police dog being used by a 

21 law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to 

22 discharge any legal duty o~--power--of--h~~--offie~ IN A 

23 REASONABLE AND PROPER MANNER. 

24 (2} A person convicted of the offense of harming a 

25 police dog may be fined an amount not to exceed $~97999 

~na , •• ,,.,, .. c""na< 
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