
HOUSE BILL NO. 729 

INTRODUCED BY SCHULTZ, ERNST, B. WILLIAMS, 
PATTERSON, SIMON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

February 8, 1985 

February 20, 1985 

February 21, 1985 

February 23, 1985 

March 4, 1985 

March 11, 1985 

March 13, 1985 

March 15, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services and 
Aging. 

Committee recommend bill do pass 
as amended. Report adopted. 

Statement of Intent attached. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 48; Noes, 0. 

Returned to House. 



March 16, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED 

B'i 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE ROLE OF 

THE MONTANA CENTER FOR THE AGED AND TO PROVIDE RULEMAKING 

AUTHORIT'i TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS TO ESTABLISH 

CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION, TREATMENT, AND DISCHARGE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-21-411 THROUGH 53-21-413, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED B'i THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-411. Location and function of center for the 

aged. (1) The institution located at Lewistown is the 

Montana center for the aged. The primary function of the 

center is the care and treatment of persons 55 years of age 

or older. Priority must be given to patients referred from 

the Montana state hospital. 

(2) Appropriate admissions to the Montana center for 

the aged are persons unable to maintain themselves in their 

homes or communities due to mild--psyeftiatrie--impa~rments 

assoe~a~ed--wtth--the--aging--p~oeess a mental disorder as 

defined in 53-21-102 but who do not require the intensity of 

treatment a·vai lable at the Montana state hospital. 

(3) Admissions to the center are voluntary. The 
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LC 1087/01 

department of institutions may adopt rules concerning 

specific admission criteria, treatment, and discharge 

procedures. •• 

Section 2. Section 53-21-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

MSJ-21-412. Transfer of patients between Montana state 

hospital and center. ill With the approval of the department 

of institutions, the-Moneana-state-hosp~~ai-may-~Pansfer-a 

pa~~ene-to-the-eenter--or--£rom--the--eeneer--te--the--s~aee 

ftospieaia--Hniess-a-med~eai-or-psyeftiatrie-emer~eney-exises, 

i5-days-prior-to-the-trans£er-tfte--department--sha!i--noti£y 

the--patient~~--parentT--g~ar8ian,--er-speHse-or,-i£-none-is 

known,-his-nearest-Pe±ative-er-friendo-ln--tfte--ease--o£--an 

emergeney--transrer,-the-department-shai!-send-notiee-within 

ii-hoHrs-after-the-time-e£-transfero Montana state hospital 

patients may be admitted to the center upon voluntary 

application by the patient or the patient's guardian. 

(2) A patient of the center may be voluntarily 

admitted to Montana state hospital pursuant to 53-21-111 or 

involuntarily committed pursuant to 53-21-114 through 

53-21-127." 

Section 3. Section 53-21-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-413. Discharge or---eortvaTeseertt--release of 

patients. Spen-tfte-reqHest-o£-the The superintendent of the 

centery--the--department--ot--irtstitHtions may authorize the 

discharge or-rele~se-en-eonvaieseent--stat~s of a patient 
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1 residing at the center ~n~er-the-same-restrie~iens-preY~ded 

2 by-%aw-ror-~he-disehar9e-and-re%ease-on-eonva~e~eent--status 

3 of--paeiene~--or--ehe--~tate--hospiealT according to rules 

4 adopted by the department of institutions. However, no 

5 patient may be detained at the center without the consent of 

6 the patient or his guardian." 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
HOMAN SERVICES AND AGING 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 729 

House Human Services and Aging Committee 

This bill requires a statement of intent because 

6 section 1 grants rulemaking authority to the department of 

7 institutions to adopt rules regarding the admission, 

8 treatment, and discharge of residents of the Montana center 

9 for the aged. 

10 It is conte~plated that rules relating to admission are 

11 to address the following: 

12 

13 

l4 

(1) the medical condition of applicant; 

(2) the mental condition of applicant; and 

(3) the comprehensiveness of recent medical and mental 

15 evaluation of an applicant. 

16 It is intended that rules relating to treatment are to 

17 describe aspects of the center's program, including: 

18 

19 

20 

(l) services offered by the center; and 

(2) the availability of medical support. 

Rules relating to discharge are to include a 

21 requirement that residents must be discharged upon the 

22 request of the resident or his legal guardian, and they must 

23 include specific grounds for the discharge of a resident 

24 against his will. Such grounds must include whether the 

25 resident: 

~n• ,,..,,.., •• C<XHXII 

l 

2 

3 

HB 0729/si 

(l) can function independently; or 

(2) requires more intensive medical or mental health 

services. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 729 

INTRODUCED BY SCHULTZ, ERNST, B. WILLIAMS, 

PATTERSON, SIMON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE ROLE OF 

THE MONTANA CENTER FOR THE AGED AND TO PROVIDE RULEMAKING 

AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS TO ESTABLISH 

CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION, TREATMENT, AND DISCHARGE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-21-411 THROUGH 53-21-413, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-411. Location and function of center for the 

aged. (1) The institution located at Lewistown is the 

Montana center for the aged. The primary function of the 

center is the care and treatment of persons 55 years of age 

or older. Priority must be given to patients referred from 

the Montana state hospital. 

(2) Appropriate admissions to the Montana center for 

the aged are persons unable to maintain themselves in their 

homes or communities due to mild--p~yehia~rie--impairme~t8 

a~~oeiated--with--e~e--a9±~q--proee~~ a mental disorder, ~ 

defined in 53-21-102, ASSOCIATED WITH THE AGING PROCESS, but 

who do not require the intensity of treatment available at 
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the Montana state hospital. 

(3) Admissions to the center are voluntary. The 

department of institutions may adopt rules concerning 

specific admission criteria, treatment, and discharge 

procedures ... 

Section 2. Section 53-21-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-412. Transfer of patients between Montana state 

hospital and center. i!l With the approval of the department 

of institutions, tae-Mo~eana-s~a~e-hesp±~ai-may--transrer--a 

pet±eftt--to--the--ee~ter--or--erom--the--ee~ter-to-the-s~ete 

hospi~al.~Hftless-a-med±eal-e~-peyehiatrie-emerqe~ey--exis~s7 

t5--day~--prior--~o-~he-traftsfer-the-department-shaii-ftot±£y 

the-pat±ent~s-~are~tr-1~ard±a~r-or-spe~se--orT--~~--ftene--±s 

knowft,--n±s--nearest--relat±ve--or-rr±endo-fn-the-ease-er-an 

emergeney-trans£err-the-departme~t-shall-send-not±ee--within 

~i--ho~rs-a£ter-the-time-e£-tra~e£ero Montana state hospital 

patients may be admitted to the center upon voluntary 

application by the patient or the patient's guardian. 

(2) A patient of the center may be v~1untarily 

admitted to Montana state hospital pursuant to 53-21-111 or 

involuntarily committed pursuant to 53-21-114 through 

53-21-127." -------

Section 3. Section 53-21-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

''53-21-413. Discharge or--~onvaie~eent---rete~se of 

patients. ~~o~-tne-reqtle~t-of-t~e The superintendent of the 
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1 centerT-ehe-depertment-o£--±ns~it~tten~ may authorize the 

2 discharge or--re±e8~e--on--eonvaie3eent-~tat~s of a patient 

3 residing at the center ~nder-t~e-same-restr~etions--prov±ded 

4 by--%aw-£or-the-diseharge-and-reieese-on-eonva%eseent-statHs 

5 of-pat±ents--or--ehe--state--hosp~tai• according to rules 

6 adopted by the department of institutions. However, no 

7 patient may be detained at the center without the consent of 

8 the patient or his guardian." 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

BOOSE BILL NO. 729 
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Bouse Human Services and Aging Committee 

BB 0729/si 

5 This bill requires a statement of intent because 

6 section l grants rulemaking authority to the department of 

7 institutions to adopt rules regarding the admission, 

I treatment, and discharge of residents of the Montana center 

9 for the aged. 

10 It is contemplated that rules relating to admission are 

11 to address the following: 

12 (1) the medical condition of applicant; 

ll 

14 

(2) the mental condition of applicant; and 

(3) the comprehensiveness of recent medical and mental 

15 evaluation of an applicant. 

16 It is intended that rules relating to treatment are to 

17 describe aspects of the center's program, including: 

18 (1) services offered by the center; and 

19 (2) the availability of medical support. 

20 Rules relating to discharge are to include a 

21 requirement that residents must be discharged upon the 

22 request of the resident or his legal guardian, and they must 

23 include specific grounds for the discharge of a resident 

24 against his will. Such grounds must include whether the 

25 resident: 

~ ...... _.CDun<M 

1 

2 

] 
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(1) can function independently; or 

(2) requires more intensive llll!dical or mental health 

services. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 729 

INTRODUCED BY SCHULTZ, ERNST, B. WILLIAMS, 

PATTERSON, SIMON 

BY REQUEST OP THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE ROLE OF 

THE MONTANA CENTER FOR THE AGED AND TO PROVIDE RULEMAKING 

AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OP INSTITUTIONS TO ESTABLISH 

CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION, TREATMENT, AND DISCHARGE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-21-411 THROUGH 53-21-413, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-411. Location and function of center for the 

aged. (1) The institution located at Lewistown is the 

Montana center for the aged. The primary function of the 

center is the care and treatment of persons 55 years of age 

or older. Priority must be given to patients referred from 

the Montana state hospital. 

(2) Appropriate admissions to the Montana center for 

the aged are persons unable to maintain themselves in their 

homes or communities due to mi}d--psyehiatrie--impairmen~s 

as~oe~ated--witft--the--aginq--preeese a mental disorder, as 

defined in 53-21-102, ASSOCIATED WITH THE AGING PROCESS, but 

who do not require the intensity of treatment available at 
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the Montana state hospital. 

(3) Admissions to the center are voluntary. The 

department of institutions may adopt rules concerning 

specific admission criteria, treatment, and discharge 

procedures." 

Section 2. Section 53-21-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-412. Transfer of patients between Montana state 

hospital and center. i!l With the approval of the department 

of institutions, the-Mentana-state-hespitai-may--t~ensfer--a 

patient--te--the--eenter--or--from--the--eenter-~e-the-state 

hespitaiT-Yftless-a-mediea%-or-psyehiatrie-emergeney--e•istST 

15--days--prier--te-the-transfer-the-department-shei~-netify 

the-~atient~s-parentT-gttardian7-er-speHee--er7--if--none--is 

kftOVft7--his--nearest--re%ative--er-friendT-fn-the-ease-e£-an 

emergency-transfer,-the-department-sha%%-send-netiee--within 

~i--hours-after-the-time-e£-transferT Montana state hospital 

patients may be admitted to the center upon voluntary 

application by the patient or the patient•s guardian. 

(2) A patient of the center may be voluntarily 

admitted to Montana state hospital pursuant to 53-21-111 or 

involuntarily committed pursuant to 53-21-114 through 

53-21-127." 

Section 3. Section 53-21-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-413. Discharge or--eon•a~e~een~---r~!es~e of 

patients. Hpon-~he-reqne~t-of-th~ The superintendent of the 

-2- HB 729 
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1 centerT-eh@-depar~meft~-e£--i~~~t~~tiofts may authorize the 

2 discharge er--release--eft--eenva%eseent-stae~e of a patient 

3 residing at the center ~nder-the-same-restrietiens--preYided 

4 by--iaw-Eor-the-diseharge-and-reiease-en-eonYaiescent-stat~s 

5 of-patients--e£--the--state--hospitalo according to rules 

6 adopted by the department of institutions. However, no 

7 patient may be detained at the center without the consent of 

8 the patient or his guardian." 

-End-

-3- HB 729 
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1 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 729 

3 House Human Services and Aging Committee 

4 

5 This bill requires a statement of intent because 

6 section 1 grants rulemaking authority to the department of 

7 institutions to adopt rules regarding the admission,. 

8 treatment, and discharge of residents of the Montana center 

9 for the aged. 

10 It is contemplated that rules relating to admission are 

11 to address the following: 

12 

13 

14 

(1) the medical condition of applicant; 

(2) the mental condition of applicant; and 

(3) the comprehensiveness of recent medical and mental 

15 evaluation of an applicant~ 

16 It is intended that rules relating to treatment are to 

17 describe aspects of the center's program, including: 

18 

19 

20 

( 1) services offered by the center; and 

(2) the availability of medical support. 

Rules relating to discharge are to include a 

21 requirement that residents must be discharged upon the 

22 request of the resident or his legal guardian, and they must 

23 include specific grounds for the discharge of a resident 

24 against his will. Such grounds must include whether the 

25 resident: 

~na """""'"' CO«nal 

l 

2 
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(1) can function independently; or 

(2) requires more intensive medical or mental health 

services. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 729 

INTRODUCED BY SCHULTZ, ERNST, B. WILLIAMS, 

PATTERSON, SIMON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE ROLE OF 

THE MONTANA CENTER FOR THE AGED AND TO PROVIDE RULEMAKING 

AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS TO ESTABLISH 

CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION, TREATMENT, AND DISCHARGE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-21-411 THROUGH 53-21-413, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-411. Location and function of center for the 

aged. (1) The institution located at Lewistown is the 

Montana center for the aged. The primary function of the 

center is the care and treatment of persons 55 years of age 

or older. Priority must be given to patients referred from 

the Montana state hospital. 

(2) Appropriate admissions to the Montana center for 

the aged are persons unable to maintain themselves in their 

homes or communities due to m±~d--p~yekiatr±c--±mpe±~men~~ 

8~~o~isted--w±t~--th@--sgin9--p~oeess a mental disor~~ as 

defined in 53-21-102, ASSOCIATED WITH THE AGING PROCESS, but 

who do not require the intensity of treatment available at 

~na , ... .,.,,., ccunal 
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the Montana state hospital~ 

ill Admissions to the center are voluntary~ The 

department of institutions may adopt rules concern!:.!!_g 

specific admission criteria, treatment, and discharge 

procedures ... 

Section 2. Section 53-21-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-412. Transfer of patients between Montana state 

hospital and center. 1!l With the approval of the department 

of institutions, ~be-Mentana-state-hospi~s±-may--~r~n~£er--a 

pstien~--~o--the--eenter--or--£rom--the--eenter-to-the-~tate 

hos~ita%.-Hnless-a-med±ea%-or-psyehiatric-emer9eney--ex±~ts7 

~5--days--prior--to-the-trans£er-the-department-~hali-~oti£y 

the-pat±ent~~-parent,-9~ard±anr-or-spo~se--o~,--if--none--i~ 

~~own7--his--ne8re~t--re±ative--or-friendo-fn-the-ea~e-or-an 

emer9eney-t~ans£erT-the-department-sha±%-send-notie@--wit~in 

~i--ho~rs-a£ter-the-t±me-of-trans£e~• Montana state hospital 

patients may be admitted to the center upon voluntar_y 

application by the patient or the patient'~ guardian. 

(2) A patient of the center may be voluntarily 

admitted to Montana state hospital pursuant to 53-21-111 or 

involuntarily 

53-21-127." 

committed pursuant to 5J-21-:!!._4_thr_~_9_b. 

Section 3. Section 53-21-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

''53-21-413. Discharge or--eon~alescen~---re~ea~e of 

patients. Hpon-the-reqttes~-o£-the The superintendent of the 
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center7--ehe-depa-r~ft\en~-o£----%·rtsti'ttttiefts may authorize the 

2 dischar~e er--~%~a5e--en--eenvaie~eent-s~at~s of a patient 

3 residing at tbe center ander-the-~e-~%e~±ons--p~i~ed 

4 by--brw-fc"r-i!hl!-di-seha~-al"ui-1'1!-%'e-e:sl!-en-e·oftYa%eseent-st.attts 

5 oE-pet~ents--er--~he--s~--ftesp~ta%T according tC?_. rules 

6 adopted ·by the department of institutions. Howe:_ver, no 

7 patient may be detained at the center ~ithout the consent of 

8 the patient or his ·guardian." 

-End-
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