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RADIO STATION OWNERS OR OPERATORS SUITS TO 

OWNERS OR OPERATORS OF TELEVISION BROADCASTING FACILITIES 

AND CABLE TELEVISION SXSTEMS; AMENDING SECTIONS 27-l-811 

THROUGH 27-l-813, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BX THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 27-1-811, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 27-1-811. When owner or operator of radio ~tesi:iel"l or 

television broadcasting facility or cable television system 

not liable for material broadea~t. No person, firm, or 

corporation owning or operating a radio or television 

broadcasting ~tatiel"l facility or a cable television system 

is liable under the law of defamation on account of having 

made its ~~oedea~~ing transmission facilities available to 

any person, including but not limited to a candidate for 

public office, for discussion of controversial or other 

subjects in the absence of proof of actual malice on the 

part of such owner or operator. 1
' 

Section 2. Section 27-1-812, M.CA, is amended to read: 

''27-l-812. Right of owner or operator to require prior 

submission of text to-be-bro~d~a~t. Any person, firm, or 
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LC 1743/01 

corporation owning or operating a radio or television 

broadcasting ~~ae*eft facility or a cable television system 

shall have the right but sha%% ~ not be compelled to 

require the submission and permanent filing ±ft-~~eh--statioft 

with the owner or operator of such facility or system of a 

copy of the complete address or other form of expression, if 

in words, intended to be broade&st transmitted over such 

stet±oft facility or system, not more than 48 hours before 

the time of the intended b~o~dee~t transmission thereof." 

Section 3. Section 27-1-813, MCA, is amended to read: 

"27-1-813. Liability of person broadeastin9 

transmitting -- liability of owner or operator for broeOea~t 

text of transmission prepared by stat±en owner or operator. 

Nothing in 27-l-811 or 27-1-812 may be construed to relieve 

any person ~roadea~t±n9 transmitting over a radio ~eat±en or 

television broadcasting facility or a cable television 

system from liability under the law of defamation or to 

relieve any person, firm, or corporation owning or operating 

a radio broadea~tin9--s~a~ioft or television broadcasting 

facility or a cable television system from liability under 

the law of defamation on account of any broe:Oea~t: 

transmission prepared o~--made by such person, firm, or 

corporation or by any officer or employee thereof in the 

course of his employment. Whenever such an owner or 

operator is liable on account of a broadea~t transmission 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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1 and two or aore brcadeaa~ing-atattens facilities or systems 

2 were connected simultaneously or by transcriptionr fila, 

3 metal tape, or other approved or adapted use for joint 

4 operation in the making of the broadeaet transmission, 

5 liability is limited solely to the person, firm, or 

6 corporation owning or operating the radio--statio• facility 

7 or syatea which originated the •roedeaet transmission.• 

•End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 722 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET, MILLER, HANSEN, LORY, 

REAM, CHRISTIAENS, O'HARA, MCCORMICK, EUDAILY, 

KADAS, O'CONNELL, MANNING, FRITZ, JACK MOORE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXTENDING IMMUNITY OF 

RADIO STATION OWNERS OR OPERATORS FROM DEFAMATION SUITS TO 

OWNERS OR OPERATORS OF TELEVISION BROADCASTING FACILITIES 

AND CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS; AMENDING SECTIONS 27-l-811 

~HR6H6H AND 27-l-813, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 27-l-811, MCA, is amended to read: 

"27-1-811. When owner or operator of radio station or 

television broadcasting facility or cable television system 

not liable for material bre~deas~. No person, firm, or 

corporation owning or operating a radio or television 

broadcasting sea~ieft facility or a cable television system 

is liable under the law of defamation on account of having 

made its broadeas~i~g transmission facilities available to 

any person, including but not limited to a candidate for 

public office, for discussion of controversial or other 

subjects in the absence of proof of actual malice on the 

part of such owner or operator. •• 

Seeeien-i.--seetion--iT-%-8%iT-M€AT-is-amended-to-read~ 
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HB 0722/02 

MiT-t-8ti•--Riqh~-oE-owner or-operator ~o-req~ire-p~ior 

s~bmission-oE-text-to-be-broedeast•--Any--per~on,--~irm7--or 

eorperation--owninq--or--operettn~--a--radio or--tele•ision 

broa~eas~ing-station faeitity-or-e-eabte--tetevision--sys~em 

shatt--haye--the--right--bb~--sheii ~-ftet-be-eompeiied-to 

req~~re-tfte-s~bmissien-an~-permanent-£iiin~-in-s~eh--station 

with--the--ewner-o~-opera~or-of-s~eh-£aeiiity-or-system-o£-a 

eepy-ef-~he-eempiete-address-er-e~her-form-ef-e•pressieft7-if 

in-words7-inten~ed-to-8e--broadeast transmitted--over--sueh 

station ~aeili~y--or--system,-not-more-than-48-ho~rs-before 

the-time-oE-the-intended-b~oadeast transmission-thereor.u 

Section 2. Section 27-1-813, MCA, is amended to read: 

"27-l-813. Liability of person 8roadeaeting 

transmitting -- liability of owner or operator for broadeas~ 

text of transmission prepared by station owner or operator. 

Nothing in 27-l-811 or 27-l-812 may be construed to relieve 

any person broadeastin9 transmitting over a radio s~a~ion or 

television broadcasting facility or a cable television 

system from liability under the law of defamation or to 

relieve any person, firm, or corporation owning or operating 

a radio broadcasting--station or television broadcasting 

facility or a cable television system from liability under 

the law of defamation on account of any b~oadeast 

transmission prepared or--made by such person, firm, or 

corporation or by any officer or employee thereof in the 

-2- HB 722 
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1 course of his employment. Whenever such an owner or 

2 operator is liable on account of a e~e8dea~t transmission 

J and two or more b~oadeasting-statiens facilities or systems 

4 

5 

6 

7 

were connected simultaneously or 

metal tape, or other approved 

operation in the making of the 

liability is limited solely to 

by transcription, film, 

or adapted use for joint 

hroadeast transmission, 

the person, firm, or 

8 corporation owning or operating the radio--station facility 

g or system which originated the breadeast transmission.•• 

-End-

-3- HB 722 
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HOUSE BILL HO. 722 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET, MILLER, HANSEN, LORY, 

REAM, CHRISTIAENS, O'HARA, MCCORMICK, EUDAILY, 

KADAS, O'CONNELL, MANNING, FRITZ, JACK MOORE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXTENDING IMMUNITY OF 

RADIO STATION OWNERS OR OPERATORS FROM DEFAMATION SUITS TO 

OWNERS OR OPERATORS OF TELEVISION BROADCASTING FACILITIES 

AND CABLE . TELEVISION SYSTEMS: AMENDING S!i=CTIONS 27-l-811 

~HR688B AND 27-1-813, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 27-1-811, MCA, is amended to read: 

•27-1-811~ When owner or operator of radio station 2! 

television broadcasting facility or cable television system 

not liable for material broadeaat. No person, firm, or 

corporation owning or operating a radio or television 

broadcasting station facility or a cable television system 

is liable under the law of defamation on account of having 

made its broadeasting transmission facilities available to 

any person, including but not limited to a candidate for 

public office, for discussion of controvecsial or other 

subjects in the absence of proof of actual malice on the 

part of such owner or operator.• 

Seetion-i.--seetion--i~-l-8iiT-MeA7-is-amended-to-read• 
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HB 0722/02 

•i~-l-8li•--Right-or-owner or-operator to-re~~ire-prior 

s~bm~ssion-o£-text-ee-be-breadeas~·--Any--persenT--f~rM7--or 

eerporation--ownin,--er--eperating--a--radio OP--~eiewtsien 

broadcasting-statio~ !a~i!itr-or-e-eobie--televtsien--sys~em 

shali--hawe--the--right--bHt--shai~ ~-not-be-compel~ed-to 

re~~ire-the-sabais•ion-and-peraenent-fi~ing-in-s~eh--station 

with--the--owner-or-operator-or-sHeh-facility-or-system-or-a 

eopy-of-the-comp~ete-addresa-or-other-form-or-e•preaaionT-if 

in-words7-intended-to-be--broedcest transmttted--ower--s~ch 

station faci~ity--or--aystemT-not-aere-than-48-hoHra-before 

the-time-e!-the-intended-broadeast transmissien-thereofTM 

Section 2. 

"27-1-813. 

Section 27-1-813, MCA, is amended to read: 

Liability of person broadeasting 

transmitting -- liability of owner or operator for broadcast 

text of transmission prepared by station owner or operator. 

Nothing in 27-l-811 or 27-1-812 may be construed to relieve 

any person brcadeastin~ transmitting over a radio statien ~ 

television broadcasting facility or a cable television 

system from liability under the law of defamation or to 

relieve any person, firm, or corporation owning or operating 

a radio broadeastinq--station or television broadcasting 

facility or a cable television system from liability under 

the law of defamation on account of any broadcast 

transmission prepared cr--•ade by such person, firm, or 

corporation or by any officer or employee thereof in the 
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1 course of his employment. Whenever such an owner or 

2 operator is liable on account of a ~readeaee transmission 

3 and two or more broadeast±n9-seatiefts facilities or systems 

4 were connected simultaneously or by transcription, film, 

5 metal tape, or other approved or adapted use for joint 

6 operation in the making of the broadease transmission, 

7 liability is limited solely to the person, firm, or 

8 corporation owning or operating the rad~o--station facility 

9 or system which originated the breadeast transmission." 

-End-

-3- HB 722 


