
HOUSE BILL NO. 707 

INTRODUCED BY JENKINS, MANUEL, COMPTON, IVERSON 

February 7, 1985 

February 21, 1985 

February 25, 1985 

February 26, 1985 

March 4, 1985 

March 20, 1985 

March 22, 1985 

March 26, 1985 

March 28, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and Labor. 

Committee recommend bill do pass 
as amended. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Motion pass consideration until 
64th Legislative Day. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 43i Noes, 7. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 



March 28, 1985 

April 8, 1985 

April 9, 1985 

April 16, 1985 

April 18, 1985 

April 19, 1985 

April 20, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Second reading, amendments not 
concurred in. 

On motion, Conference Committee 
requested. 

Conference Committee appointed. 

Conference Committee dissolved. 

On motion, Free Conference 
Committee requested and 
appointed. 

Fre~ Conference Committee 
reported. 

Second reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 

Third reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 

Free Conference Committee report 
adopted by Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 

-2-



49th Legislature I.c 1658/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Hou SL BILL No. 2JL1_ 

INTRODUCED Bi' ·~.' . ·~ <;Ja,.,u ( e'o/~ 
·~( 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

REGULATING PLUMBING; CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF "PLUMBING 

SYSTEM"; REVISING EXCEPTIONS TO THE PLUMBING PRACTICE LAWS; 

REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR BOARD OF PLUMBERS APPROVAL FOR 

UNLICENSED PERSONNEL WHEN A LICENSEE IS UNAVAILABLE; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 37-69-101, 37-69-102, AND 37-69-301, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-69-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) 11 Board" means the board of plumbers provided for 

in 2-15-1875. 

( 2) .. Department" means the department of conunerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

( 3) ••orainage system" means all the piping inside the 

walls of a building that conveys sewage or other liquid 

wastes outside the building to the building sewer but that 

does not extend more than 2 feet outside the building way. 

(4} "Field of plumbing" means the business, trade, or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, 

alteration, or repair of plumbing and drainage systems or 

~na !egiH''"" Cou~• 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1658/01 

parts thereof. 

(5) "Journeyman plumber" means a person who is 

authorized to Htake installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto. 

(6) "Master plumber" means a person who is authorized 

by this chapter to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work and who may do the work of d 

journeyman plumber. 

(7) "Plumbing system" means all potable water supply 

and distribution pipes, plumbing fixtures and traps, 

drainage and vent pipes, and building drains, including 

their respective joints and connections, devices, 

receptacles, and appurtenancesL w±~~in-the-proper~y-line~-~f 

8ny--prem*~es up to 2 feet beyond the building foundation 

line and includes potable water piping, water heaters, and 

vents for the p~emise~ building. 

(8} "Public sewer system 11 means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings or any 

other facility that serves the public. 

( 9) "Public water supply" means any conununl ty well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supply that serves 10 or more 

families or 25 or more persons on a regular and continuous 

basis." 

INTRODUCED BILL 
-2- Hd 70'1 
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Section 2. Section 37-69-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-102. Exceptions. (l) Licensure is not required 

in the following instances af plumbing installation: 

(a) where an owner of a single-family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use makes the installation 

hims·el·f for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

piping or where a mobile home dealer makes such installation 

to existing facilities as part of delivering and setting up 

a mobile home for a purchaser: 

(b) in any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, e .. 

railroad~L 

tet--i~--£arms far~ or ~aftche~-ho~in9-their-owft-~iva~e 

ranch not connected to public water supply and sewage 

disposal systemsi 

tet~ ift for citiesL ~nd towns, water districts, and 

water user associations extending their own e±ty water and 

sewer mains; 

tet121 installation of water conditioner services in 

private dwellings; 

t£t~ minor work by employees or agents of an 

appliance dealer incidental to the installation of an 

appliance purchased from the dealer. 

(2) This chapter shall not be construed to apply to or 

to affect plumbing installations in any mines, mills, 

smelters, refineries, public utilities, railroads, or 

-3-
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plumbing installations on farms ha¥±ng-efteir-ew"--indi~id~al 

or ranches no.t connected· to public water supply or sewage 

disposal system." 

Section 3. Section 37-69-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

''37-69-301. License required -- temporary exception by 

municipal resolution when licensed plumb~r not available. 

Any person working at the field of plumbing in any 

incorporated city, town, or in any other area served by a 

public water supply or a public sewer system in this state, 

either as a master plumber or as a journeyman plumber, or 

who while working at the field of plumbing shall connect 

plumbing to or disconnect plumbing from a public water 

supply or public sewer system shall first secure a state 

license as hereinafter provided. The council or commission 

of any city or town or board of directors or managers of a 

water or sewer district or water utility, in cases where a 

duly licensed person or persons are not r~~softebly 

available, may by ordinance, rule, or resolution duly 

adopted and upon ~~a~onable notice to the board of plumbers 

and-ttpon-~~ei~·app~ova;r authorize the practice in the field 

of plumbing by a person or persons who have not obtained the 

state licenses as hereinafter provided until such time as a 

duly licensed person or persons are ~ea~onab%y available." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of plumbers to make rules on 

-4-



LC 1658/01 

1 the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

2 provisions of this act. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 707 

APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
BUSINESS AND LABOR 

INTRODUCED BY JENKINS, MANUEL, COMPTON, IVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

REGULATING PLUMBING; CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF "PLUMBING 

SYSTEM"; REVISING AND PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS TO THE PLUMBING 

PRACTICE LAWS; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS APPROVAL FOR UNLICENSED PERSONNEL WHEN A LICENSEE 

IS UNAVAILABLE; PROVIDING FOR RECIPROCAL LICENSING OF 

PLUMBERS LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; REVISING THE LICEN~E 

DISCIPLINE LAW; PROVIDING THAT A VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, IS A MISDEMEANOR; AMENDING SECTIONS 

37-69-101, 37-69-102, ANB 37-69-301, AND 37-69-324, MCA~ND 

REPEALING SECTION 37~69-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF '£HE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-69-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

''37-69-101, Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) "Board" means the board of plumbers provided for 

in 2-15-1875. 

(2) "Department" means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

{3) '1 Drainage system" means all the piping inside the 

walls of a building that conveys sewage or other liquid 

l&yn< ., . .,,_,,., Cow~' 
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wastes outside the building to the building sewer but that 

does not extend more than 2 feet outside the building way. 

( 4) "Field of plumbing" means the business, trade, or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, 

alteration, or repair of plumbing and drain-age systems or 

parts thereof. 

(5) "Journeyman plumber" means a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto. 

(6) "Master plumber" means a person who is authorized 

by this chapter to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work and who may do the work of a 

journeyman plumber. 

(7) ~ "Pitlmbin9 EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION 

(7) (B), "PLUMBING system" medns all potable water supply and 

distribution pipes, plumbing fixtures and traps, drainage 

and vent pipes, and building drains, including their 

respective joints and connections, devices, receptacles, and 

appurtenancesz w~th±n-ehe-p~operty-i±~e~-o~-any-p~em±~e~ ~ 

te--%--~eet--beyend--the-~~tiding-~otlnd8t±on-~ine WITHIN THE 

PROPERTY LINES OF ANY PREMISES, and includes potable water 

piping, water heaters, and vents for the prem±~e~ ~t!_!"_T~_!_~_9. 

PREMISES. 

(B) AS DEF'lNElJ IN SUBSJ':C:TIONJ2l..l!U~ "PLUMBING SYST2M" 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 707 
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DOES NOT INCLUDE WATER SERVICES INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED BY 

WATER DISTRICTS OR WATER USER ASSOCIATIONS IN WHICH WATER 

SERVICE IS INSTALLED BY ANY QUALIFIED PERSON APPOINTED OR 

HIRED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE WATER SYSTEM. 

(8) "Public sewer system" means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings or any 

other facility that serves the public. 

{9) 11 Public water supply" means any conununity well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supply that serves 10 or more 

families or 25 or more persons on a regular and continuous 

basis." 

Section 2. Section 37-69-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

''37-69-102. Exceptions. (1} Licensure is not required 

in the following instances of plumbing installation: 

(a) where an owner of a single-family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

piping or where a mobile home dealer makes such installation 

to existing facilities as part of delivering and setting up 

a mobile home for a purchaser; 

(b) in any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, 0~ 

railroad~Ti 

tet--±~--Ea~m~ (C) IN A farm or re~ehe~-ha~inq-~he±r 

own-p~±~ate ranch not connected to public water supply and 

-3- HB 707 
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sewage disposal systems; 

t d t f.tll!ll in !'or IN cities.!._ and towns, water 

districts, and water user associations extending their 

ei~y water and sewer mains; 

own 

tet~ installation of water conditioner services 

in private dwellings; 

tEt~ minor work by employees or agents of an 

appliance dealer incidental to the installation of an 

appliance purchased from the dealer; AND 

~ INSTALLATION OF A WATER METER BY A QUALIFIED 

PERSON APPOINTED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE 

WATER SYSTEM. 

(2} This chapter shall not be construed to apply to or 

to affect plumbing installations in any mines* mills, 

smelters, refineries, public utilities, railroads, or 

plumbing installations on farms hav~~q-the~r-~wn--~n~~~idtlal 

or ranches not con~ected to public water supply or sewage 

disposal system.'' 

Section 3. Section 37-69-301, MCA, is amended to read; 

''37-69-301. License required -- temporary exception by 

municipal resolution when licensed plumber not available. 

Any person working at the field of plumbing in any 

incorporated city, town, or in any other area served by a 

public water supply or a public sewer system in this state, 

either as a master plumber or as a JOurneyman plumber, or 

-4- HB 707 
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who while working at the field of plumbing shall connect 

plumbing to or disconnect plumbing from a public water 

supply or public sewer system shall first secure a state 

license as hereinafter provided. The council or commission 

of any city or town or board of directors or managers of a 

water or s~wer distcict or water utility, in cases where a 

July licensed person or persons are not ~efi~onabiy 

~.E.£1SONABLY available, may by ordinance, rule, or resolution 

duly adopted and upon ~e~~o~abT~ HSASONABLE notice IJY -------

~~-~-~!:__~_'?_!)_ ~L-~~1'-~~ to tre hodrd of plumbers and---t~p~1'1---~Me1:r 

eppr-e~a:!- 1 AND UPO_!-l THEIR_ APP_~_Y.._A_!...-l _ _QB___.l\F'!'£:!!__30 DAY_? __ F_BOM ~THE 

DA~~_____Qf_ __ TH_~ _ _EQ_?_'l1"\~~~-QF' TH~ ___ _fERT_!_F_I_~Q _ _!:_~_'!:_T_ER IF THE ~QAHD 

FA!~!:_?_~~~ . RES PO_!!Q__!Q_ __ _]'_!!_~ ______£~~L!.£.!_~L E!!_!:_~.!.. aut h0 r i ze -: lJ e 

practice in the field of pl11mbing by a person or perscr.s who 

hav~ ~ot obtained the srate licenses as here1nafter provided 

ur1til such t1me as a duly Ji~~nsed persnn or persons are 

t"et!l='enabTy ~~A2_0NA~~~ available :_lB_f}NTl~ __ _!HE _ __Q_9ARD --~~ 

~<JU_iMBERS IH1'HDRAWS lr;:'S AU'-CHORIZA'I'ION." - -------------------- ----------

~~~-~~r;-rrON. Section <1 fxtens~on of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of plumbers to na~e r11les on 

~he ~u~ject of ~he orrJvisions of this ast is extended to the 

pro~i~:ons 8f ~h~s ~ct. 

~E~ S2C~!ON. SE~~ION 5. PL[t-lBE:RS LICE::-JSF:L1 B'i OIH£R 
-~--·- ·-- -------

<i!.i.!F§. _-- RL 1..:Ll'f{~)s::_~_T!. TO TH~_ ~-~~_:_~~~! !H~-~- OT~f'-q_ _:i_7A'1'!:~ THi~T 

PEO\i I :JE FOJ3 ___ :£.~~ __ ~!-~~ z:.;~ -~-~Q- Q_~_Rf:1_i_i18 !:":~~ ~~BQ:{iQ_§__J:O~-~-'I_:~I__~AR 
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ACTION, THE BOARD MAY GRANT LICENSES TO PLUMBERS LICENSED BY 

OTHER STATES ON PAYMENT BY THE APPLICANT OF THE REQUIRED FEE 

AND ON FURNISHING PROOF 1'0 THE BOARD THAT THE APPLICANT HAS 

QUALIFICATIONS AT LEAST EQUAL TO THOSE PROVIDED HEREIN FOR 

APPLICANTS FOR WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS. APPLICANTS WHO__JL~~LI~~ 

FOR A LICENSE UNDER TH1S SECTION ARE NOT __ REQUIRED TO TAKE A 

WRITTEN EXAMINATION. THE BOARD HAS AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES 

NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS ACTION. 

~_EI'/ __ SECT I_O_l'l_.__§_EC'r IO_N _ _6. _ _I,IC:£t>l5_E _ D_I_S_<: IPL INE ,____l_U_'j'_HE 

COARD MA~_R~YOK~, _SUSPSND__,_~ES'T'RI~"G CEN_SUR~.L.-Q!!_ APPL"L_ __ ~__'!_ 

Q.'!'llER DISCIPLINARY TREATMENT CONTEMPLA!_E;_[)_llY_ ~1-l-13_6 _1'0 ANY 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSEE lJ~DER THIS CHAPTEH F'O~ ANY ONE OR MORE 
---------~ ------------- ----- - - - --- - --------- ----~ 

Qf __Dl_£ __ _E::Ql-_T:Q~1.QJ.Q _ _f_AUS ES: 

~ I'ERFORMA~_EC _ __Q_E'_!'_LUMBING WOHK_l~:IHE _ _fiELD Of~ 

PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE 
---------------- -------------- -- --- -~-------

Ctil~l3_!4: PIJ_UM~!-~_Q_ __ S:Q~~l_ 

_L§_l _ _!!J)\_Q_l'_QUATE ___ 5_UP E_RVI S IQN T!!<2_'!' _ _c,,USES _C:li< __ J\!,_!,_0 ... .§_ 

?f:~~J!f_~q __ ~ORK_~_t!_TIIE FIELD OF -~_!:Q~BI~G I'HAT iS BELOW THE 

STANDARDS ~~~~~~J-~-Ij~ BY THE lJNIFOR~ ?J'~~BJNG~OD~l_ 

j_fj ___ MNTER f AL (!~~~_I! ____ _I_~l ___ ~i3QCU_R_l!JG, .. _ A'!.:!'__EMPT;: ~g __ ~Q 

~~9~S~_!__Q_!3_ ____ ~_1?_ ~1~--~Q __ ~?_f~-~ I N~---~L!~ --~~Q_f~~EM_t;.!~! __ Qf __ --~~ 

9_~fUP~JJON~ __ _;: ICSE_~~E; ____ I_2___?.13_~CI' ICE : ~-J 'I' HE f' I EI·D OF PLU~-16 I NG; 

i__Ql __ l___!JF1'~.8S~_-x9_ ~RO'JIDS St:~'..,i .:cES TI-lE F: r,;,n tJ~ 
--- - ---IN 

~~Q~~~Q____E:f_!3_~~-~q_t_J ____ g~.~ -~~.:.0_ ~~~!!-~_N_CT _~ ___ j_~_:-~ ~~!-- ~ ~-~~_?-~?/~:~5~_ ~ , _ _9_!: 

.~p]:CT IQ~ ___ TO _ TH~" ~-S:: __ 0? -~HAB ~-1'--=--f~~:.::'::'"!_l_~;§ __ 2_RfjQ~L;_ 

:rs :o; 
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(E) PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INCOMPETENCE WHICH IMPAIRS THE 

LICENSEE'S ABILITY TO DELIVER ADEQUATE SERVICE IN THE FIELD 

Qi.__l'_L.U).\B I NG; 

~ILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER OR 

RULES ADOPTED HEREUNDER OR WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF 

TITLE 50, CHA[>T~R __ 60, PART 5, OR RULES ADOPTED THEREUNDER; 

OR 

(G) UNPROFESSIONAL PRACTifE-RELATED CONDUCT AS DEFINED 

BY RULES ADOPTED BY THE BOARD. 

( 2) ANY LICENSEE DISCIPLINARY ACTION UNDER THE 

ll JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD SHALL BE CONDUC'l'ED AS A CONTESTED 

12 CASE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE 

13 PROCEDURE ACT. 

14 

15 

SECTION 7. SECTION 37-69-324, MCA,_ IS AMENDED TO READ: 

''37-69-324. Penalty. A person who works at the field 

16 of plumbing or maintains or conducts a plumbing business or 

17 an individual who connects or disconnects plumbing from a 

18 public water or sewer system in violation of any provisions 

19 of this chapter or at a time when he is not exempt from the 

20 provisions of this chapter pursuant to the provisions of a 

21 duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of a city or town is 

22 guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof in any 

23 court of competent jurisdiction, ~hait-be-ptlni~hed-by-e-e~ne 

24 oe-not-le~~-than--Sl6--and--net--mor~--than--$l99--£er--eaeh 

25 ~epttre:te--oH~en~e ~_?_9_l!_!..~_ty_9__f____§._ fl!_isdemeanor. However, this 

-7- HB 7U7 
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chapter ~hail ~ not be construed to apply to or affect 

plumbing or pipefitting 

exceptions." 

as indicated in the 37-69-102 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 8. REPEALER. SECTION 37::69-321__,__ 

MCA, IS REPEALED. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. CODIFICATION I NSTRUC1' 1 ON. 

SECTIONS 5 AND 6 ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL 

PART OF TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, PART 3, AND THE PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, APPLY TO SECTION~ 5 AND 6. 

-End-

-8- HB 707 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 707 

INTRODVCED BY JENKINS, MANUEL, COMPTON, IVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

REGULATING PLUMBING; CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF "PLUMBING 

SYSTEM"; REVISING AND PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS TO THE PLUMBING 

PRACTICE LAWS; REMOVING THE REOUIREMENT FOR BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS APPROVAL FOR UNLICENSED PERSONNEL WHEN A LICENSEE 

IS UNAVAILABLE; PROVIDING FOR RECIPROCAL LICENSING OF 

PLUMBERS LICENSED IN OTBER STATES: REVISING THE LICENSE 

DISCIPLINE LAW: PROVIDING THAT A VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, IS A MISDEMEANOR: AMENDING SECTIONS 

37-69-101, 37-69-102, ANB 37-69-301, AND 37-69-324, MCA~ 

REPEALING SECTION 37-69-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-69-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) "Board" means the board of plumbers provided for 

in 2-15-1875. 

(2) ''Department" means the department of commerce 

provided foe in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

(3) "Drainage system• means all the piping inside the 

walls of a building that conveys sewage or other liquid 

~_,.~ •• «>una~ 
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wastes outside the building to the building sewer but that 

does not extend more than 2 feet outside the building way. 

(4) "Field of plumbing" means the business, trade, or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, 

alteration, or repair of plumbing and drainage systems or 

parts thereof. 

(5) •Journeyman plumber• means a person who is 

authocized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto. 

(6) "Master plumber" means a person who is authorized 

by this chapter to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work and ~who may do the work of a 

journeyman plumber~ 

(7) ~ 8Pl~mbing EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION 

(7)(8), "PLUMBING system• means all potable water supply and 

distribution pipes, plumbing fixtures and traps, drainage 

and vent pipes, and building drains, including their 

respective joints and connections, devices, receptacles, and 

appurtenancesr within-the-property-%iftes-o£-any-premises ~ 

to--i--feet--beyond--the-bdilding-fedndation-iine WITHIN THE 

PROPERTY LINES OF ANY PREMISES, and includes potable water 

piping, water heaters, and vents for the premi~e~ bH~!ding 

PREMISES. 

(B) AS DEFINED IN SUBSECTION (7) (A), "PLUMBING SYSTEM" 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 707 
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DOES NOT INCLUDE WATER SERVICES INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED BY 

WATER DISTRICTS OR WATER USER ASSOCIATIONS IN WHICH WATER 

SERVICE IS INSTALLED BY ANY QUALIFIED PERSON APPOINTED OR 

HIRED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE WATER SYSTEM. 

(8) "Public sewer system'' means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings or any 

ot~er facility that serves the public. 

( 9) "Public water supply" means any community well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supply that serves 10 or more 

families or 25 or more persons on a regular and continuous 

basis.• 

Section 2. Section 37-69-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 37-69-102. Exceptions. (1) Licensure is not required 

in tbe following instances of plumbing installation: 

(a) where an owner of a single-family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

piping or where a mobile home dealer makes such installation 

to existing facilities as part of delivering and setting up 

a mobile home for a purchaser; 

(b) in any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, er 

railroadT7: 

tet--·in--!arms (C) IN A farm or rartehes-h:aY-t-I"':~-Htet-r­

ewn-p~~¥a~e ranch not connected to public water supply and 
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and towns, water 

districts, and water user associations extending their 

e:i-t:y water and sewer mains; 

own 

tet~ installation of water conditioner services 

in private dwellings; 

tfti!ii!l minor work by employees or agents of an 

ap .... liance dealer incidental to the installation o.f an 

appliance purchased from the dealer; AND 

(G) INSTALLATION OF A WATER METE~ BY A QUALIFIED 

PERSON APPOINTED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE 

WATER SYSTEM. 

(2) This chapter shall not be construed to apply to or 

to affect plumbing installations in any mines, mills, 

smelters, refineries, public utilities, railroads, or 

plumbing installations on farms havi~~-their-own--individbai 

or ranches not connected to public water supply or sewage 

dis-posal system. •• 

Section 3. Section 37-69-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-301. License required -- temporary exception by 

municipal resolution when lice.nsed plumber not available. 

Any person working at the field of plumbing in any 

inco.rpor_ated city, town, or in any other area s.erved by a 

public water supply or a public sewer system in this state, 

either as a master plumber or as a journeyman plumber, or 
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who while working at the field of plumbing shall connect 

plumbing to or disconnect plumbing from a public water 

supply or public sewer system shall first secure a state 

license as hereinafter provided. The council or commission 

of any city or town or board of directors or managers of a 

water or sewer district or water utility, in cases where a 

duly licensed person or persons are not ~easoftably 

REASONABLY available, may by ordinance, rule, or resolution 

duly adopted and upon reasenable REASONABLE notice BY 

CERTIFIED LETTER to the board of plumbers and--apen--~heir 

appreval 7 AND UPON THEIR APPROVAL, OR AFTER 30 DAYS FROM THE 

DATE OF THE POSTMARK OF THE CERTIFIED LETTER IF THE BOARD 

FAILS TO RESPOND TO THE CERTIFIED LETTER, authorize the 

practice in the field of plumbing by a person or persons who 

have not obtained the state licenses as hereinafter provided 

until such time as a duly licensed person or persons are 

reasenably REASONABLY available OR UNTIL THE BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS WITHDRAWS ITS AUTHORIZATION." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing autho[ity of the board of plumbers -to make rules on 

the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. PLUMBERS LICENSED BY OTHER 

STATES -- RECIPROCITY, TO THE EXTENT THAT OTHER STATES THAT 

PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSING OF PLUMBERS PROVIDE FOR SIMILAR 
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ACTION, THE BOARD MAY GRANT LICENSES TO PLUMBERS LICENSED BY 

OTHER STATES ON PAYMENT BY THE APPLICANT OF THE REQUIRED FEE 

AND ON FURNISHING PROOF TO THE BOARD THAT THE APPLICANT HAS 

QUALIFICATIONS AT LEAST EQUAL TO THOSE PROVIDED HEREIN FOR 

APPLICANTS FOR WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS. APPLICANTS WHO QUALIFY 

FOR A LICENSE UNDER THIS SECTION ARE NOT REQUIRED TO TAKE A 

WRITTEN EXAMINATION. THE BOARD HAS AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES 

NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS ACTION. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6, LICENSE DISCIPLINE. (1) THE 

BOARD MAY REVOKE, SUSPEND, RESTRICT, CENSURE, OR APPLY ANY 

OTHER DISCIPLINARY TREATMENT CONTEMPLATED BY 37-l-136 TO ANY 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSEE UNDER THIS CHAPTER FOR ANY ONE OR MORE 

DF THE FOLLOWING CAUSES: 

(A) PERFORMANCE OF PLUMBING WORK IN THE FIELD OF 

PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE 

UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE; 

(B) INADEQUATE SUPERVISION THAT CAUSES OR ALLOWS 

PLUMBING WORK IN THE FIELD OF PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW THE 

STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE; 

(C) MATERIAL DECEIT IN PROCURING, ATTEMPTING TO 

PROCURE, OR AIDING AND ABETTING THE PROCUREMENT OF AN 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE TO PRACTICE IN THE FIELD OF PLUMBING; 

(D) UNFITNESS TO PROVIDE SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF 

PLUMBING BY REASON OF NEGLIGENCE, HABIT, INTEMPERANCE, OR 

ADDICTION TO THE USE OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS; 
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(E) PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INCOMPETENCE WHICH IMPAIRS THE 

LICENSEE'S ABILITY TO DELIVER ADEQUATE SERVICE IN THE FIELD 

OF PLUMBING: 

(F) WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER OR 

RULES ADOPTED HEREUNDER OR WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF 

TITLE 50, CHAPTER 60, PART 5, OR RULES ADOPTED THEREUNDER: 

OR 

(G) UNPROFESSIONAL PRACTICE-RELATED CONDUCT AS DEFINED 

BY RULES ADOPTED BY THE BOARD. 

(2) ANY LICENSEE DISCIPLINARY ACTION UNDER THE 

JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD SHALL BE CONDUCTED AS A CONTESTED 

CASE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURE ACT, 

SECTION 7. SECTION 37-69-324, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"37-69-324. Penalty. A person who works at the field 

16 of plumbing or ma-intains or conducts a plumbing. business or 

17 an individual who connects or disconnects plumbing from a 

18 public water or sewer system in violation of any provisions 

19 of this chapter or at a time when he is not exempt from the 

20 provisions of this chapter pu~suant to the provisions of a 

21 duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of a city or town is 

22 guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof in any 

23 court of .competent -jurisdiction, sha:lt ... be-panished-by-e:-£%ne 

24 oE-noe-ie~e-tbee--~%9--4nd--net--more--~han--$i66--£or--eaeh 

25 separaee--of£eft~e is guilty of a misdemeanor. However, this 
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chapter shari ~ not be construed to apply to or affect 

plumbing or pipefitting as indicated in the 37-69-102 

except ions.'' 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 8. REPEALER. SECTION 37-69-321, 

MCA, IS REPEALED. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

SECTIONS 5 AND 6 ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL 

PART OF TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, PART 3, AND THE PROVISIONS' OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, APPLY TO SECTIONS 5 AND 6. 

-End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MARCH 20 85 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, yourcommitteeon ..................... J~V.SINESS & INDUSTRY .................................................................................. ......................... 
having had under consideration . HOUSE BILL 7 07 

· ········································································································No ................ . 
third blue 

--------reading copy ( ) 
color 

REVISE PLUMBING LAW EXCEPTIONS 
(Gage) 

Respectfully report as follows: That HOUSE BILL 7 0 7 
·············································:···················································· No ................ . 

be amended as followb. 

1. Page 2, line 22. 
Following: "PREMISES," 
Insert: "up to 2 feet beyond the building foundation line," 

2. Page 4, lines 17 and 18. 
Following: "ranches" on line 17 
Strike: remainder of line 17 through "system" on line 18 

3. Page 6, line 24. 
Following: "NEGLIGENCE" 
Strike: ",HABIT, INTEMP'ERANCE," 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 

·······~~~~~·················· ~:n- .. ···· Chaorman. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 707 

INTRODUCED BY JENKINS, MANUEL, COMPTON, IVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

REGULATING PLUMBING; CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF "PLUMBING 

SYSTEM"; REVISING AND PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS TO THE PLUMBING 

PRACTICE LAWS: REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS APPROVAL FOR UNLICENSED PERSONNEL WHEN A LICENSEE 

IS UNAVAILABLE: PROVIDING FOR RECIPROCAL LICENSING OF 

PLUMBERS LICENSED IN OTHER STATES: REVISING THE LICENSE 

DISCIPLINE LAW; PROVIDING THAT A VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, IS A MISDEMEANOR: AMENDING SECTIONS 

37-69-101, 37-69-102, ANB 37-69-301, AND 37-69-324, MCA: AND 

REPEALING SECTION 37-69-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 37-69-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 37-69-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) 11 Board" means the board of plumbers provided for 

in 2-15-1875. 

( 2) "Department 11 means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

{ 3) 11 Drainage system11 means all the piping inside the 

walls of a building that conveys sewage or other liquid 
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wastes outside the building to the building sewer but that 

does not extend more than 2 feet outside the building way. 

(4) "Field of plumbing~~ means the business, trade, or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, 

alteration, or repair of plumbing and drainage systems or 

parts thereof. 

( 5} uJourneyman plumber•• means a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto. 

(6) 11 Master plumber" means a person who is authorized 

by this chapter to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work and who may do the work of a 

journeyman plumber. 

17) ~ api~mhi"~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION 

( 7) ( 8), 11 PLUMBING system" means all potable water supply and 

distribution pipes, plumbing fixtures and traps, drainage 

and vent pipes, and building drains, including their 

respective joints and connections, devices, receptacles, and 

appurtenancesi w%thift-the-property-%ines-o£-any-premises ~ 

eo--%--£eet--beye~d--the-8tt~idt"g-fett~dee±e~-iifte WITHIN THE 

PROPERTY LINES OF ANY PREMISES, UP TO 2 FEET BEYOND THE 

BUILDING FOUNDATION LINE, and includes potable water piping, 

water heaters, and vents for the ~rem±~e~ b~ird~~9 PREMISES. 

(B) AS DEFINED IN SUBSECTION (7) lA), "PLUMBING SYSTEM" 

-2- HB 707 
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DOES NOT INCLUDE HATER SERVICES INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED BY 

HATER DISTRICTS OR HATER USER ASSOCIATIONS IN WHICH HATER 

SERVICE IS INSTALLED BY ANY QUALIFIED PERSON APPOINTED OR 

HIRED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE WATER SYSTEM. 

(8) 11 Public sewer system" means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings or any 

other facility that serves the public. 

(9} "Public water supply" means any community well, 

water hauler for cisternsr water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supply that serves 10 or more 

families or 25 or more persons on a regular and continuous 

basis." 

Section 2. Section 37-69-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-102. Exceptions. (1) Licensure is not required 

in the following instances of plumbing installation: 

(a) where an owner of a single-family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

piping or where a mobile home dealer makes such installation 

to existing facilities as part of delivering and setting up 

a mobile home for a purchaser; 

(b) in any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, e~ 

railroad~,; 

tet--ift--£srm~ (C) IN A farm or ~~ne~e~-hav±ftg-t~e~~ 

evft-pr~ve~e ranch not connected to public water supply and 
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sewage disposal systems: 

tdt~ iro rer IN citiesL and towns, water 

districts, and water user associations extending their own 

eity water and sewer mains: 

tet~ installation of water conditioner services 

in private dwellings: 

tft~ minor work by employees or agents of an 

appliance dealer incidental to the installation of an 

appliance purchased from the dealer: AND 

(G) INSTALLATION OF A WATER METER BY A QUALIFIED 

PERSON APPOINTED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE 

WATER SYSTEM. 

(2) This chapter shall not be construed to apply to or 

to affect plumbing installations in any mines, mills, 

smelters, refineries, public utilities, railroads, or 

plumbing installations on farms having-eheir-own--±ndivid~a± 

or ranches net--eonneeted-to-pablie water-s~pply-or-sewage 

di!ip0!1S:l-sye~elll.. 11 

Section 3. Section 37-69-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-301. License required -- temporary exception by 

municipal resolution when licensed plumber not available. 

Any person working at the field of plumbing in any 

incorporated city, town, or in any other area served by a 

public water supply or a public sewer system in this state, 

either as a master plumber or as a journeyman plumber, or 
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who while working at the field of plumbing shall connect 

plumbing to or disconnect plumbing from a public water 

supply or public sewer system shall first secure a state 

license as hereinafter provided. The council or commission 

of any city or town or board of directors or managers of a 

water or sewer district or water utility, in cases where a 

duly licensed person or persons are not ree:~oru2biy 

REASONABLY available, may by ordinance, rule, or resolution 

duly adopted and upon ~e~~o~e:h%e REASONABLE notice BY 

CERTIFIED LETTER to the board of plumbers e:ftd--~po~--the%r 

approval, AND UPON THEIR APPROVAL, OR AFTER 30 DAYS FROM THE 

DATE OF THE POSTMARK OF THE CERTIFIED LETTER IF THE BOARD 

FAILS TO RESPOND TO THE CERTIFIED LETTER, authorize the 

practice in the field of plumbing by a person or persons who 

have not obtained the state licenses as hereinafter provided 

until such time as .a duly licensed person or persons are 

•ea~onabiy REASONABLY available OR UNTIL THE BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS WITHDRAWS ITS AUTHORIZATION.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of plumbers to make rules on 

the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 5.· PLUMBERS LICENSED BY OTHER 

STATES -- RECIPROCITY. TO THE EXTENT THAT OTHER STATES THAT 

PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSING OF PLUMBERS PROVIDE FOR SIMILAR 

-5- HB 707 

l 

2 

] 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0707/03 

ACTION, THE BOARD MAY GRANT LICENSES TO PLUMBERS LICENSED BY 

OTHER STATES ON PAYMENT BY THE APPLICANT OF THE REQUIRED FEE 

AND ON FURNISHING PROOF TO THE BOARD THAT THE APPLICANT HAS 

QUALIFICATIONS AT LEAST EQUAL TO THOSE PROVIDED HEREIN FOR 

APPLICANTS FOR WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS. APPLICANTS WHO QUALIFY 

FOR A LICENSE UNDER THIS SECTION ARE NOT REQUIRED TO TAKE A 

WRITTEN EXAMINATION. THE BOARD HAS AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES 

NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT .THIS ACTION. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. LICENSE DISCIPLINE. (l) THE 

BOARD MAY REVOKE, SUSPEND, RESTRICT, CENSURE, OR APPLY ANY 

OTHER DISCIPLINARY TREATMENT CONTEMPLATED BY 37-l-136 TO ANY 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSEE UNDER THIS CHAPTER FOR ANY ONE OR MORE 

OF THE FOLLOWING CAUSES: 

(A) PERFORMANCE OF PLUMBING WORK IN THE FIELD OF 

PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE 

UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE; 

(B) INADEQUATE SUPERVISION ·THAT CAUSES OR ALLOWS 

PLUMBING WORK IN THE FIELD OF PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW THE 

STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE; 

(C) MATERIAL DECEIT IN PROCURING, ATTEMPTING TO 

PROCURE, OR AIDING AND ABETTING THE PROCUREMENT OF AN 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE TO PRACTICE IN THE FIELD OF PLUMBING; 

(D) UNFITNESS TO PROVIDE SERVICE? IN THE FIELD OF 

PLUMBING BY REASON DF NEGLIGENCE,-HABf~7-fH~EMPERAHEE7 OR 

ADDICTION TO THE USE OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS; 
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(E) PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INCOMPETENCE WHICH IMPAIRS THE 

LICENSEE'S ABILITY TO DELIVER ADEQUATE SERVICE IN THE FIELD 

OF PLUMBING; 

(F) WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER OR 

RULES ADOPTED HEREUNDER OR WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF 

TITLE 50, CHAPTER 60, PART 5, OR RULES ADOPTED THEREUNDER; 

OR 

(G) UNPROFESSIONAL PRACTICE-RELATED CONDUCT AS DEFINED 

BY ROLES ADOPTED BY THE BOARD. 

( 2) ANY LICENSEE DISCIPLINARY ACTION ONDER THE 

11 JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD SHALL BE CONDUCTED AS A CONTESTED 

12 CASE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE 

13 PROCEDURE ACT. 

14 

15 

SECTION 7. SECTION 37-69-324, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"37-69-324. Penalty4 A person who works at the field 

16 of plumbing or maintains or conducts a plumbing business or 

17 an individual who connects or disconnects plumbing from a 

18 public water or sewer system in violation of any provisions 

19 of this chapter or at a time when he is not exempt from the 

20 provisions of this chapter pursuant to the p~ovisions of a 

21 duly enacted and subsisting·Drdinance of a city or town is 

22 guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof in any 

23 court of competent jurisdiction, shaii-be-pttni~hed-by-a-f~"e 

24 o£-noe-le~e-~he"--$%8--8"d--"ee--more--than--Si99--~or--~aeh 

25 separate--otten~e is guilty of a misdemeanor. However, this 
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chapter ~"eii ~ not be construed to apply to or affect 

plumbing or pipefitting 

exceptions.,. 

as indicated in the 37-69-102 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 8. REPEALER. SECTION 37-69-321, 

MCA, IS REPEALED. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

SECTIONS 5 AND 6 ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL 

PART OF TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, PART 3, AND TH~ PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, APPLY TO SECTIONS 5 AND 6. 

-End-
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ReportNo ... J. ................... . 

..... Ap:r.i.l ... l& 19 .. 8.s ... 
MR. SPEAKER 

We, your ______________ ..JFuRE~E,.._ _________ Conference Committee on 

House Bill 707, reference copy (salmon) 

Senate Business and Industry Committee Amendments, met and considered ___________________ ---!'--------------' 

dated March 20, 1985. 

We recommend as follows: 

1. Page 
Strike: 
Insert: 

2, line 22. 
"2" 
"20" 

2. Page 4, line 18. 
Following: "eys~em" 
Insert: "not connected to public water supply or sewage 
disposal system" 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

FOR THE SENATE 

ADOPT REJECT 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 707 

INTRODUCED BY JENKINS, MANUEL, COMPTON, IVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

REGULATING PLUMBING; CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF "PLUMBING 

SYSTEM"; REVISING AND PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS TO THE PLUMBING 

PRACTICE LAWS; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS APPROVAL FOR UNLICENSED PERSONNEL WHEN A LICENSEE 

IS UNAVAILABLE; PROVIDING FOR RECIPROCAL LICENSING OF 

PLUMBERS LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; REVISING THE LICENSE 

DISCIPLINE LAW; PROVIDING THAT A VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, IS A MISDEMEANOR; AMENDING SECTIONS 

37-69-101, 37-69-102, ANB 37-69-301, AND 37-69-324, MCA; AND 

REPEALING SECTION 37-69-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-69-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 37-69-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

( 1) "Board" means the board of plumbers provided for 

in 2-15-1875. 

(2) "Department•• means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

(3) "Drainage system" means all the piping inside the 

walls of a building that conveys sewage or other liquid 
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wastes outside the building to the building sewer but that 

does not extend more than 2 feet outside the building way. 

(4) ~'Field of plumbing" means the business, trade, or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, 

alteration, or repair of plumbing and drainage systems or 

parts thereof. 

( 5) "Journeyman plumber 11 means a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto. 

{6) "Master plumber" means a person who is authorized 

by this chapter to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work and who may do the work of a 

journeyman plumber. 

(7) ~ np±ttmb±"g EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION 

{ 7) (B), ''PLUMBING system" means all potable water supply and 

distribution pipes, plumbing fixtures and traps, drainage 

and vent pipes, and building drains, including their 

respective joints and connections, devices, receptacles, and 

appurtenancesz w±~hin-eh~-prop~~~y-ii~@s-of-a~y-pr@miee~ ~ 

~o--~--fee~--~eyo~d--~he-btlilding-fottnda~±on-iin@ WITHIN THE 

PROPERTY LINES OF ANY PREMISES, UP TO ~ ~ FEET BEYOND THE 

BUILDING FOUNDATION LINE, and includes potable water piping, 

water heaters, and vents for the prem±se~ bniiding PREMISES. 

(B) AS DEFINED IN SUBSECTION (7) (A), "PLUMBING SYSTEM" 
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DOES NOT INCLUDE WATER SERVICES INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED BY 

WATER DISTRICTS OR WATER USER ASSOCIATIONS IN WHICH WATER 

SERVICE IS INSTALLED BY ANY QUALIFIED PERSON APPOINTED OR 

HIRED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE WATER SYSTEM. 

( 8) "Public sewer system" means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings or any 

other facility that serves the public. 

(91 11 Public water supply 11 means any conununity well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, o_r other water supply that serves 10 or more 

families or 25 or more persons on a regular and continuous 

basis. •• 

Section 2. Section 37-69-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-102. Exceptions. (1) Licensure is not required 

in the following instances of plumbing installation: 

(a) where an owner of a single-family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable wate. supply 

piping or where a mobile home dealer make~ such installation 

to existing facilities as part of delivering and setting up 

a mobile home for a purchaser: 

(b) in any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, or OP 

railroad; 7 ; 

tet--±n--farm~ (C) IN A farm or ranehes-havin9-the~~ 

ew~-private ranch not connected to public water supply and 
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sewage disposal systems; 

tdt~ ±~ £or IN citiesL and towns, water 

district$, and water user associations extending their own 

ei~y water and sewer mains~ 

tet~ installation of water conditioner services 

in private dwellings; 

t£ti!iiE1 minor work by employees or agents of an 

appliance dealer incidental to the installation of an 

appliance purchased from the dealer; AND 

(G) INSTALLATION OF A WATER METER BY A QUALIFIED 

PERSON APPOINTED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE 

WATER SYSTEM. 

(2) This chapter shall not be construed to apply to or 

to affect plumbing installations in any mines, mills, 

smelters, refineries, public utilities, railroads, or 

plumbing installations on farms ha~ift~-the±r-owft--±ftdi¥±d~al 

or ranches ~o~--eeftftee~ed-to-p~bt~e we~er-s~pply-or-sewa9e 

di~pe~al-~y~t@m NOT CONNECTED TO PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY OR 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS." 

Section 3. Section 37-69-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 37-69-301. License required -- temporary exception by 

municipal resolution when licensed plumber not available. 

Any person working at the field of plumbing in any 

incorporated city, town, or in any other area served by a 

public water supply or a public sewer system in this state, 
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either as a master plumber or as a journeyman plumber, or 

who while working at the field of plumbing shall connect 

plumbing to or disconnect plumbing from a public water 

supply or public sewer system shall first secure a state 

license as hereinafter provided. The council or commission 

o"f any city or town or board of directors or managers of a 

water or sewer district or water utility, in cases where a 

duly licensed person or persons are not r~e~o~ab±y 

REASONABLY available, may by ordinance, rule, or resolution 

duly adopted and upon rea~enable REASONABLE notice BY 

CERTIFIED LETTER to the board of plumbers onO-~pon-t~e±r 

apprevaiy AND UPON THEIR APPROVAL, OR AFTER 30 DAYS FROM THE 

DATE OF THE POSTMARK OF THE CERTIFIED LETTER IF THE BOARD 

FAILS TO RESPOND TO THE CERTIFIED LETTER, authorize the 

practice in the field of plumbing by a person or persons who 

have not obtained the state licenses as hereinafter provided 

until such time as a duly licensed person or persons are 

rea~on8bTy REASONABLY available OR UNTIL THE BOARD OF 

PLUMBERS WITHDRAWS ITS AUTHORIZAT!Of>!." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of plumbers to make rules on 

the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTIO~. SECTION 5. PLUMBERS LICENSED BY OTHER 

STATES --RECIPROCITY. TO THE EXTENT THAT OTHER STATES THAT 
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PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSING OF PLUMBERS PROVIDE FOR SIMILAR 

ACTION, THE BOARD MAY GRANT LICENSES TO PLUMBERS LICENSED BY 

OTHER STATES ON PAYMENT BY THE APPLICANT OF THE REQUIRED FEE 

AND ON FURNISHING PROOF TO THE BOARD THAT THE APPLICANT HAS 

QUALIFICATIONS AT LEAST EQUAL TO THOSE PROVIDED HEREIN FOR 

APPLICANTS FOR WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS. APPLICANTS WHO QUALIFY 

FOR A LICENSE UNDER THIS SECTION ARE NOT REQUIRED TO TAKE A 

WRITTEN EXAMINATION. THE BOARD HAS AUTHORITY TO AOOP·T RULES 

NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS ACTION. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. LICENSE DISCIPLINE. (1) THE 

BOARD MAY REVOKE, SUSPEND, RESTRICT, CENSURE, OR APPLY ANY 

OTHER DISCIPLINARY TREATMENT CONTEMPLATED BY 37-1-136 TO ANY 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSEE UNDER THIS CHAPTER FOR ANY ONE OR MORE 

OF THE FOLLOWING CAUSES: 

~PERFORMANCE OF 

PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW 

UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE; 

PLUMBING WORK IN THF. FJELD OF 

THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE 

(B) INADEQUATE SUPERVISION THAT CAUSES OR ALLOWS 

PLUMBING WORK IN THE FIELD OF PLUMBING THAT IS BELOW THE 

STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE; 

(C) MATERIAL DECEIT IN PROCURING, ATTEMPTING TO 

PROCURE, OR AIDING AND ABETTING THE PROCUREMENT OF AN 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE TO PRACTICE IN THE FIELD OF PLUMBING; 

(D) UNFITNESS TO PROVIDE SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF 

PLUMBING BY REASON OF NEGLIGENCE,--HABf~,--fN~EMPERANEE7 OR 
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ADDICTION TO THE USE OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS; 

(E) PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INCOMPETENCE WHICH IMPAIRS THE 

LICENSEE'S ABILITY TO DELIVER ADEQUATE SERVICE IN THE FIELD 

OF PLUMBING; 

(F) WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER OR 

RULES ADOPTED HEREUNDER OR WILLFUL OR REPEATED VIOLATION OF 

TITLE 50, CHAPTER 60, PART 5, OR RULES ADOPTED THEREUNDER; 

OR 

(G) UNPROFESSIONAL PRACTICE-RELATED CONDUCT AS DEFINED 

BY RULES ADOPTED BY THE BOARD. 

(2) ANY LICENSEE DISCIPLINARY ACTION UNDER THE 

12 JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD SHALL BE CONDUCTED AS A CONTESTED 

13 CASE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE 

14 PROCEDURE ACT. 

15 

16 

SECTION 7. SECTION 37-69-324, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"37-69-324. Penalty. A person who works at the field 

17 of plumbing or maintains or conducts a plumbing business or 

18 an individual who connects or disconnects plumbir from a 

19 public water or sewer system in violation of any provisions 

20 of this chapter Or at a time when he is n e:c:mpt from the 

21 provisions of this chapter pursuant to the provisions of a 

22 duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of a city or town is 

23 guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof in any 

24 court of competent jurisdiction, ~haX±-be-ptt"±sned-by-a-~±"P 

25 o£--"ot--re~~--then--$%9--and--no~--mo~e--then-~tae-for-eaeh 
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separaee-oEEense is guilty of a misdemeanor. However, this 

chapter sheii ~ not be construed to apply to or affect 

plumbing or pipefitting 

exceptions." 

as indicated in the 37-69-102 

NEW SECTION, SECTION 8. REPEALER. SECTION 37-69-321, 

MCA, IS REPEALED. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

SECTIONS 5 AND 6 ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL 

PART OF TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, PART J, AND THE PROVISIONS OF 

TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, APPLY TO SECTIONS 5 AND 6. 

-End-
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