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HOUSE BILL NO. 681 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN, BRADLEY 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, pass 
consideration. 

Second reading, do pass as 
amended. 

Co.rrectly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 42; Noes, 6. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 
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Received from Senate. 

Second reading, pass 
consideration. 

Second reading, amendments not 
concurred in. 

On motion, Conference 
Committee requested. 

Conference Committee 
appointed. 

Conference Committee 
dissolved. 

On motion, Free Conference 
Committee requested and 
appointed. 

Free Conference Committee 
reported. 

Free Conference Committee 
report adopted by Senate. 

Second reading, Free 
Conference Committee report 
adopted. 

Third reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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HOIISt:.. BILL NO. ML 

INTRODUCED BY ~P,o'h'. ) .•,.,,. JS:,. > 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT'S CONDITION TO A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR TO THE NEWS MEDIA BY A HEALTH 

CARE FACILITY: AMENDING SECTION 50-16-311, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 50-16-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"50-16-311. When consent is required to release or 

transfer confidential health care information. {l) Except as 

provided in subsection (2} or as otherwise specifically 

provided by law or the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, 

confidential health care information relating to a person 

may not be released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

(2) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidential health care information: 

(a} to a physician, dentist, or other medical person 

for diagnosis or treatment of an individual in a medical or 

dental emergency; 

{b) to a peer review committee if the information 

concerns matters within the scope of the licensed 

professional practice of the committee members; 
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LC 1243/01 

(c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, management audits, financial audits, 

program evaluations, or similar studies. However, qualified 

persons may not directly or indirectly identify an 

individual patient in a research report, audit, or 

evaluation or disclose a patient's identity in any manner. 

(d) to a health care provider: 

(i) as may be reasonably necessary to provide health 

care services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; or 

(ii) in the administration of the office, practice, or 

operation in connection with the providing of health care 

services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; 

(e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

the administration of a group insurance plan or to a 

workers' compensation insurer, the division of workers' 

cornpensa t ion, or tha workers' compensation judge, as is 

necessary in the administ~ation of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

72; 

{f) when a person's insurance coverage obligates mo~e 

than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

(g) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

reviewing an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

department by an insured or his authorized representative or 

INTRODUCED BILL 
-2-
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1 by a beneficiary or his authorized representative of a 

2 deceased insured~l 

3 (h) to a law enforcement officer about the general 

4 physical condition of a person being treated in a health 

5 care facility if such person was injured on a public roadway 

6 or was injured by the possible criminal act of another: 

7 (i) to the news media about the general physical 

8 condition of an injured person being treated in a .health 

9 care facility." 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 681 

INTRODUCED BY J, BROWN, BRADLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT'S CONDITION TO A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 9R--~9-~HB-NBWS-MB9fA BY A HEALTH 

CARE FACILITY; AMENDING SECTION 50-16-311, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED B~ THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 50-16-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"50-16-311. When consent is required to release or 

transfer confidential health care information. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (2) or as otherwise specifically 

provided by law or the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, 

confidential health care information relating to a person 

may not be released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

(2) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidential health care information: 

(a) to a physician, dentist, or other medical person 

for diagnosis or treatment of an individual in a medical or 

dental emergency; 

(b) to a peer review committee if the information 

concerns matters within the scope of the licensed 

professional practice of the committee members; 
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HB 0681/02 

(c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, management audits, financial audits, 

program evaluations, or similar studies. However, qualified 

persons may not directly or indirectly identify an 

individual patient in a research report, audit, or 

evaluation or disclose a patient's identity in any manner. 

(d) to a health care provider: 

(i) as may be reasonably necessary to provide health 

care services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; or 

{ii) in the administration of the office, practice, or 

operation in connection with the providing of health ·care 

services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; 

(e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

the administration of a group insurance plan or to a 

workers' compensation insurer, the division of workers• 

compensation, or the workers' compensation judge, as is 

necessary in the administration of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

72; 

(f) when a person's insurance coverage obligates more 

than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

(g} to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

reviewing an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

department by an insured or his authorized representative or 

-2- HB 681 
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l by a beneficiary or his authorized representative of a 

2 deceased insured•L 

3 (h) to a law enforcement officer about the general 

4 physical condition of a person being treated in a health 

5 care facility if such person was injured on a public roadway 

6 or was injured by the possible criminal act of anotherT. 

1 t~t--te--the--news--media--abo~e--the--genera±-physiea% 

8 eend~~~on-o£-an-injared-persen~being--~r~ate~--in--a--hea~eh 

9 c:are-£aei%:H:y-." 

-End-

-]- HB 681 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 681 

INTRODUCED B¥ J, BROWN, BRADLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

"GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT'S CONDITION TO A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 9R-T9-THB-HBWS-MBBfA OR TO THE NEWS 

MEDIA BY A HEALTH CARE FACILITY; AMENDING SECTION 50-16-311, 

MCA ... 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 50-16-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

''50-16-311. When consent is required to release or 

transfer confidential health ca[e information. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (2) or as otherwise specifiCally 

provided by law or the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, 

confidential health care information relating to a person 

may not be released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

(2) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidential health care information: 

(a) to a physician, dentist, or other medical person 

for diagnosis or treatment of an individual in a medical or 

dental emergency; 

(b) to a peer review committee if the information 

concerns matters within the scope of the licensed 
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HB 0681/03 

professional practice of the committee members; 

(c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, management audits, financial audits, 

program evaluations, or similar studies. However, qualified 

persons may not directly or indirectly identify an 

individual patient in a research report, audit, or 

evaluation or disclose a patient's identity in any manner. 

- (d) to a health care provider: 

( i) as may be reasonably necessar·y to provide health 

care services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; or 

(ii) in the administration of the office, practice, or 

operation in connection with the providing of health care 

services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; 

(e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

the administration of a group insurance plan or to a 

workers' compensation insurer, the division of workers' 

compensation, or the workers' compensation judge, as is 

necessary in the administration of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

72; 

(f) when a person's insurance coverage obligates more 

than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

(g) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

reviewing an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

-2- HB 681 
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1 department by an insured Or his authorized representative or 

2 by a beneficiary or his authorized representative of a 

3 deceased insured•L 

4 (h) to a law enforcement officer about the general 

5 physical condition of a person being treated in a health 

6 care facility if such person was injured on a public roadway 

7 or was injured by the possible criminal act of another;•; 

8 tit--ee--the--news--med~a--ebe~t--the--genera}-pftys~eai 

9 eend±tion-ef-an-in;~~ed-person-being--treated--±n--a--heai~h 

10 eare-fae±iity7 

11 (I) TO THE NEWS MEDIA ABOUT THE GENERAL PHYSICAL 

12 CONDITION OF AN INJURED PERSON BEING TREATED IN A HEALTH 

13 

14 

15 

CARE FACILIT!l. 

(3) FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

PHYSICAL CONDITION" IS LIMITED 

THIS ACT, THE TERM "GENERAL 

TO A DESCRIPTION OF THE 

16 CONDITION AS "SATISFACTOR~", 1'SERIOUS", OR "CRITICAL".-" 

-End-

-3- HB 681 



SENATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

..................... M~t~~-.1~ .................... 19 .. ~.?. ... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We. your comminee on ............................... JUOIC:lARX .................................................................................. . 

having had under consideration ........................ .HOUSE .. BXLL ........................................................... No ....... ~~.l. ... . 

third reading copy ( blue 
color 

(Senator Towe) 

ALLOW RELEASE OF CONFIDENTIAL HEALnJ INFORl.fATION TO MEDIA & LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Respectfully report as follows: That .................. JiQU$2 .. BIJ,J,, .......................................................... No ....... ~~~ ... . 

be amended as follows: 

Page 3, line 13. 
Following: "FACILI'IY'' 
Insert: "• provided the existence of the hospitalization is publicly 

known, or involves a public figure and release of the information 
would not violate his right of privacyt' 

AND AS Al\ffiNDED 

BE CONCURRED IN 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 681 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN, BRADLEY 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT'S CONDITION TO A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 6R-~-~HB-HEWS-MEBfA OR TO THE NEWS 

MEDIA 31 A HEALTH CARE FACILITY; AMENDING SECTION 50-16-311, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sec::i.on 1. Section 50-16-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"30-16-311. When consent is required to release or 

transfer confidential health care information. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (2) or as otherwise specifically 

provided by law or the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, 

confidential health care information relating to a person 

may not oe released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

(2J Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidential health care information: 

(a) to a physician, dentist, or other medical person 

for d~~gnosis or treatment of an individual in a medical or 

dental emergency; 

( D} to a peer review committee if the information 

conce:~s matters within the scope of the licensed 

~"• teg.,O>me Caun<U 

HB 0681/04 

1 professional practice of the committee members; 

2 (c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

3 scientific research, management audits, financial audits, 

4 program evaluations·, or similar studies. However, qualified 

5 persons may not directly or indirectly identify an 

6 individual patient in a research report, audit, or 

7 evaluation or disclose a patient's identity in any manner. 

8 (d) to a health care provider: 

9 (i) as may be reasonably necessary to provide health 

10 care services to the individual about whom the information 

11 relates; or 

12 (ii) in the administration of the office, practice, or 

13 operation in connection with the providing of health care 

14 services to the individual about whom the information 

15 relates; 

16 (e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

17 the administration of a group insurance plan or to a 

18 workers• compensation insurer, the division of workers' 

19 compensation, or the workers' compensation judge, as is 

20 necessary in the administration of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

21 72; 

22 (f) when a person's insurance coverage obligates more 

23 than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

24 {g) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

25 reviewing an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

REFERENCE BILL 
-2- HB 681 



HB 0681/04 

1 department by an insured or his authorized representative or 

2 by a beneficiary or his authorized representative of a 

3 deceased insured•L 

4 (h) to a law enforcement officer about the general 

5 physical condition of a person being treated ~n a health 

6 care facility if such person was injured on a public road~ 

7 or was injured by the possible criminal act of another;o; 

8 t±t--to--the--new~--media--abetle--~ne--genera~-pny~ie~i 

9 eond±t±on-oe-an-±n;~~eO-person-b~~ng--tre~ted--±n--H--n~a~eh 

10 eare-£ae±i±tyo 

ll (I) TO THE NEWS MEDIA ABOUT THE GENERAL PHYSICAL 

12 CONDITION OF AN INJURED PERSON BEING TREATED IN A HEALTH 

13 CARE FACILITY, PROVIDED THE EXISTENCE OF THE HOSPITALIZATION 

14 IS PUBLICLY KNOWN, OR INVOLVES A PUBLIC FIGURE AND RELEASE 

15 OF THE INFORMATION WOULD NOT VIOLATE HIS RIGHT OF PRIVACY. 

16 ( 3) FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS ACT, THE TERM "GENERAL 

17 PHYSICAL CONDITION" IS LIMITED TO A DESCRIPTION OF THE 

18 CONDITION AS "SATISFACTORY", "SERIOUS", OR "CRITICAL"." 

-End-

-3- HB 681 
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT RePKp~tr\-~ ........ a-s···· 

························· 19 ......... . 

MR. SPEAKER 

Free 
We, your---------..,---------------- Conference Committee on 

House Bill 681, 'REFERENCE COPY, salmon 

Judiciary Report of March 19, 1985 
met and considered-----------------,-------------

We recommend as follows: 

1. Page 3, lines 14 and 15. 
Following: "KNOWN" 
Strike: "OR" through "PRIVACY" on line 15 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

FOR THE SENATE FOR THE HOUSE 

ADOPT REJECT 
Winslow 
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HOOSE BILL NO. 681 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN, BRADLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT'S CONDITION TO A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER BR-~8-THB-HEWS-MBB~A OR TO THE NEWS 

MEDIA BY A HEALTH CARE FACILITY; AMENDING SECTION 50-16-311, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 50-16-311, MCA 1 is amended to read: 

1'50-16-311. When consent is required to release or 

transfer confidential health care information. (l) Except as 

provided in subsection {2) or as otherwise specifically 

provided by law or t~e Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, 

confiden~ial health care information relating to a person 

may not be released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

{2) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidenLial health care information: 

(a i to a physician, dentist, or other medical person 

for d:agn.os1s or treatment of an individua,.l in a medical or 

dental eme:gency; 

(b) to a peer review committee if the information 

concerns matters within the scope of the licensed 
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HB 0681/05 

professional practice of the committee members; 

(c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, management audits, financial audits, 

program evaluations, or similar studies. However, qualified 

persons may not directly or indirectly identify an 

individual patient in a research report, audit, or 

evaluation or disclose a patient's identity in any manner. 

(d) to a health care provider: 

(i) as may be reasonably necessary to _provide health 

care services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; or 

(ii) in the administration of the office, practice, or 

operation in connection with the providing of health care 

services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; 

(e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

the administration of a group insurance plan OL to a 

workers' compensation insurer, the division of workers 1 

compensation 1 or the workers' compensation judge, as is 

nec~ssary in the administration of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

72; 

(f) when a person's insurance coverage obligates more 

than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

(g) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

reviewing an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

-2- HB 681 
REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free 
Conference committee Report 
Dated _!L'/Lf_ 



HB 0681/05 

1 department by an insured or his authorizea representative or 

2 by a beneficiary or his authorized representative of a 

3 deceased insuredTL 

4 (h) to a law enforcement officer about the general 

5 physical condition of a person being treated in a health 

6 care facility if such person was injured on a public roadway 

7 or was injured by the possible criminal act of another;o; 

8 tit--to--ehe--ftew~--med~a--abo~~--the--geftere%-phy~iea% 

9 eondition-eE-an-iniHred-pe~~on-be±n9--treeted--±ft--a--hee~t~ 

10 eare-£aei±itr• 

11 (I) TO THE NEWS MEDIA ABOUT THE GENERAL PHYSICAL 

12 CONDITION OF AN INJURED PERSON BEING TREATED IN A HEALTH 

13 CARE FACILITY, PROVIDED THE EXISTENCE OF THE HOSPITALIZATION 

14 IS PUBLICLY KNOWN 7 -6R-fNV6cVES-A-PHBcf€-Pf6HRE-ANB-REcEASE 

15 6P-~HB-fNP6RMA~f6N-W6HbB-H6~-Yf6cA~E-HfS-RfSH~--6P--PRfYA€¥. 

16 (31 FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS ACT, THE TERM "GENERAL 

17 PHYSICAL CONDITION" IS LIMITED TO A DESCRIPTION OF THE 

18 CONDITION AS 11 SATISFACTORY 11
, "SERIOUS 11

, OR 11 CRITICAL". 11 

-End-

-3- HB 681 


