
HOUSE BILL NO. 627 

INTRODUCED BY KEENAN, KRUEGER, WALDRON, 
MILES, HARRINGTON, O'CONNELL, ADDY, 

BERGENE, SCHYE, PAVLOVICH 

February 1, 1985 

February 13, 1985 

February 14, 1985 

February 16, 1985 

February 18, 1985 

February 19, 1985 

February 21, 1985 

March 6, 1985 

March 23, 1985 

March 27, 1985 

March 29, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do pass 
as amended. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

On motion, taken from Committee 
on Judiciary and rereferred to 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49: Noes, 0. 

Returned to House. 



March 29, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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HOI.lSL- BILL NO. _1;_~1 ' 

~~~;t/i(lk~~w::~ 
A BlLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY THE GENERAL 

DUTIES OF A GUARDIAN AD LITEM IN CASES OF CHILD ABUSE OR 

NEGLECT; AMENDING SECTION 41-3-303, MCA." 

BE l'f ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

01 41-3-303. Guardian ad litem. _L~_l In every judicial 

11 proceeding the court shall appoint for any child alleged to 

12 be abused or neglected a guardian ad litem who7 -whe~eve~ 

13 pe~~ib%e,-~hell-be-8n-atto~ney. When necessary the guardian 

14 ad litem may serve at public expense. 

15 _L?l._ The guardian dd litem is charged with the 

16 representation of the ch!~-~' s interests. The guardian ad 

17 litem h~s the following general duties: 

18 (a) to conduct such jnvestigation as he considers 

19 necessary to asc~Etain the facts constituting the --~.~-~~q~c! 

20 abuse_ -~!~_C:.!'.i. 

21 (b) to interview or observe the child who is the 

22 subject of the p~oceeding; 

23 l£1__ -~o review all court, medi~~~-' psychological, law 

24 entorcement, soclal §_~_f__vices, and school records pertdini_Q__g_ 

25 to the child, ~is siblings, and pa~ent~_~u-~~-~-~ia_~ 
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LC 1720/01 

(d) to make written reports to the court concerni~ 

the child's welfare; 

_L~j __ ~o appear and partici,eate in all proceedings to 

the degree necessary to. adequately represent the child, 

including examining and cross-e~amining witnesses, 

introducing exhibits, and ql~~_ing recommendations to the 

court conc~!_nin~e chil~elfare_L_~_I}_Q 

(f) to perform such other duties as directed .. ~Y the 

court ... 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 627 

INTRODUCED BY KEENAN, KRUEGER, WALDRON, 

MILES, HARRINGTON, O'CONNELL, ADDY, 

BERGENE, SCHYE, PAVLOVICH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY THE GENERAL 

DUTIES OF A GUARDIAN AD LITEM IN CASES OF CHILD ABUSE OR 

NEGLECT; AMENDING SECTION 41-3-303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-303. Guardian ad litem. !ll In every judicial 

proceeding the court shall appoint for any child alleged to 

14 be abused or neglected a guardian ad litem wher-whenever 

15 pessibler-sha%%-be-an-atterney. When necessary the guardian 

16 ad litem may serve at public expense. 

17 (2) The guardian ad litem is charged with the 

18 representation of the child's interests. The guardian ad 

19 litem has the following general duties: 

20 (a) to conduct such investigation as he considers 

21 necessary to ascertain the facts constituting the alleged 

22 abuse or neglect; 

23 (b) to interview or observe the child who is the 

24 subject of the proceeding; 

25 (c) to review--ali HAVE ACCESS TO court, medical, 

~ .. L ... iiOCo•o Coun<ol 
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psychological, law enforcement, social services, and school 

records pertaining to the child, his siblings, and parents 

or custodians: 

(d) to make writ'ten reports to the court concerning 

the child's welfare; 

Ce! to appear and participate in all proceedings to 

the degree necessary to adequately represent the child7 

inetading---examining---an~----eress-examining----wi~nessesT 

in~rodaeing-exhibitsz and ma~ing MAKE recommendations to the 

court concerning the child's welfare; and 

Cf! to perform such other duties as directed by the 

court." 

-End-

-2- HB 627 

SECOND READING 



49th Leqia1ature HB 0627/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

• 
g 

10 

11 

12 

ll 

HOUSE BILL NO. 627 

INTRODUCED BY KEENAN, KRUEGER, WALDRON, 

MILES, HARRINGTON, O'CONNELL, ADDY, 

BERGEN£, SCHYE, PAVLOVICH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY THE GENERAL 

DUTIES OF A GUARDIAN AD LITEM IN CASES OF CHILD ABUSE OR 

NEGLECT: AMENDING SECTION 41-3-303, MCA," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 41-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-303. Guardian ad litem. 1!1 In every judicial 

proceedinq the court shall appoint for any child alleqed to 

14 be abused or neqlected a quardian ad litem whez-whene•er 

15 poesib!ez-shall-be-an-atterney. When necessary the quardian 

16 ad litem may serve at public expense. 

17 (2) The guardian ad litem is charged with the 

18 representation of the child's interests. The guardian ad 

19 litem has the following general duties: 

20 (a) to conduct such investigation as he considers 

21 necessary to ascertain the facts constituting the alleged 

22 abuse or neglect; 

23 (b) to interview or observe the child who is the 

24 subject of the proceeding, 

25 (c) to review--att HAVE ACCESS TO court, medical, 

~.,.,..,.,..,,.c_, 
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psychological, law enforcement, social services, and school 

records pertaining to the child, his siblings, and parents 

or custodians! 

(d) to aake written reports to the court concerning 

the child's.welfare! 

!el to appear and participate in all proceedings to' 

the degree necessary to adeguately represent the childz 

tnetudint---exaaintnt---and----eross-eza•tnin•----vi~neaee•z 

ietrod•eieg-eehibttsz ~ aakieg MAKE recommendations to the 

court concerning the child's welfare; and 

(f) to petfora such other duties as directed by the 

court.• 

-End-

-2- HB 627 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 627 

INTRODUCED BY KEENAN, KRUEGER, WALDRON, 

MILES, HARRINGTON, O"CONNELL, ADDY, 

BERGENE, SCHYE, PAVLOVICH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY THE GENERAL 

DUTIES OF A GUARDIAN AD LITEM IN CASES OF CHILD ABUSE OR 

NEGLECT: AMENDING SECTION 41-3-303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-303. Guardian ad litem. ill In every judicial 

proceeding the court shall appoint for any child alleged to 

14 be abused or neglected a guardian ad litem whe7-wftefteve~ 

15 pessibi~7 -sfte!%-be-aft-atterftey. When necessary the guardian 

16 ad litem may serve at public expense. 

17 (2) The guardian ad litem is charged with the 

18 representation of the child's interests. The guardian ad 

19 litem has the following general duties: 

20 (a} to conduct such investigation as he considers 

21 necessary to ascertain the facts constituting the alleged 

22 abuse or neglect; 

23 (b) to interview or observe the child who is the 

24 subject of the proceeding; 

25 (c) to rev~ew--ei% HAVE ACCESS TO court, medical, 
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psychological, law enforcement, social services, and school 

records pertaining to the child, his siblings, and parents 

or custodians: 

(d) to make written reports to the court concerning 

the child's welfare; 

(e) to appear and participate in all proceedings to 

the degree necessary to adequately represent the child7 

±ne%~d±ftg---exam~n±ng---and----e~oss-exam±n~ng----wienesses7 

~n~rodue~ng-e~ft~D~~sz and making MAKE recommendations to the 

court concerning the child's welfare; and 

(f) to perform such other duties as directed by the 

court. 11 

-End-

-2- HB 627 

REFERENCE BILL 


