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A BILL FGh AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE VOTER
TURNOUT REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BOND ELECTIONS; AMENDING
SECTION 20-9-428, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN TMMEDIATE EFPFECTIVE

DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-9-428. Determination of approval or rejection of

proposition at bond election. (1) When the trustees canvass

the vote of a school district bond election wunder the
provisions of 20-20-415, they-shati-determine-the-apprevatl
er-rejection-ef-the-secheoi-bend-propssitien-in-the-fottewing
manners
tay--derermine-the-total--number--of--electors--cf--the
schosi---districk--wha -are--aquatified--to--vote--under—-the
provisions-of-26-20-361-from-the-iisc-of--electors-—suppited
by-the-ceunty-registrar-far-auch-sehoecl-bond-etectionsy
tby--determine--the--totat-number-of-quatified-etectors
who-voted-mat-the-schooi-bond-etection-frem-the--tatiy--sheet
ar-sheeta-for—sneh-etecteion;
tej--caicuiate--the--pereentage--of--quatified-eiecters

votimg-at-rae-schooi-bond-etection-by--dividing--the--ameunte
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determined--tn-aubsection-{ttytby-by-the-ameunt-determined-in
Subarction-tijtair-and
td3--when--the--cateutated-—percentage--+n—--snubseectien
titted-—ta-48%-or-morer the school bond proposition shall be
deemed tc have been approved and adopted if a majority of

the wvotes of the electors qualified to vote under the

provisions of 20-20-301 and voting at the election shall

have been cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it
shall be deemed to have been rejecteds-sr.

tey-—-shen--ehe--cateutaced--percentage--in---snubsection
t1rte)-—-is--moere-than-38%-but-tesa-cthan-46%;-the-schanst-band
preposition-shati--be--deemed--to--have-—been--approved--and
adeopted--1£f-60%-or-mare-af-the-votes-shali-have been-cast-in
tever-ef-such-prepesition;-otherwise-it-shaii-be--deamed--to
have-been-rejecteds-or

t£y--when---the--calcuiated--parcentage--in--sohsectten
f¥ytcy-t9-30%-or-itesa;-the-scheei-bond-propositien-shaii--be
deemed-to-have-been-rejected:

(2y If the canvass of the vote establishes the
approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the
trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage
of such proposition and the authcorization to issue bonds cof
the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot
for such school district bond election.”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is

.. INTRODUCED BILL
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1 effective on passage and approval.

~End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION
AND CULTURAL RESOQOURCES
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT TO REMOVE THE VOTER
TURNOUT REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BOND ELECTIONS: AMENDING
SECTION 20-9-428, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE. "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is amended to read:
H20-9-428. Determination of approval or rejection of
proposition at bond election. (1) When the trustees canvass
the vote of a schoel district bond election under the
provisions of 20-20-415, they-shati-determine-the-approvat
er-rejection-of-tha-schooi-hond-preposttion-—in-the-fotiewing
manners

tay--determine-the-totat-—number--of-—ctectors——af--the
schost---dratrick--who--are--guatified--to--vota-—under--the
provistona-af-20-20-361-from-the-tist-of--electors--suvppiied
by-the-county-registrar-for-such-schoot-bend-etection;

{by--determine-~the--torai-number-of-quatifired-atectors
who-voted-at-the-schooi-bend-etection-from-the--tatiy--sheet
or-sheets-for-such-etections

tey--caieunltate—-the-—-percentage—-of--gquarifred-etectors

veting-at-the-schoot-bond-etection-by--dividing-—the--amount
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determined--in-subsectiton-ti+tbi-by-the-amount-determined-in
snbaectien-tytays-and
tdy--when--the--ratenitated--parcentage—-in---snbaeetion
t31ytey--t3~48%-or-mores the school bond proposition shall be
deemed to have been approved and adopted if a majority of

the wvotes of the electors gualified to  veote under the

provisions of 20~20-301 and veting at the election shall

have been cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it
shall be deemed to have been rejecteds-or.

tey--when--the--catentated-—percentage--in---snbsection
fi¥tey——its--more-than-38%-but-iess-than-48%+-the-achool-bond
prepoattion—-shati--be--deemed-—to--have--been--approved—-and
adopted--if-60%-or—mnore-af-the-vetea-shati-have-been-cast-in
faver-of-such-propositiony-otherwise-itt-shati-be--deemed--to
have-been-rejectedr-or

tE€y--when——-the--cateutated-—-pereentage—-in--subsection
tiytey-te-38%-or-Iess;-the-schooti-bond-proposition-shaltl--be
deemed-to-have-been-rejacteds

(2) If the ecanvass of the vote establishes the
approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the
trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage
of such proposition and the authorization to issue bonds of
the school district for the purpeses specified on the ballot
for such school district bond election."
Section 2. Effective date.

NEW SECTION. This act is

-2-  SECOND READING
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effective on passage and approval.

-End~
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RE-REFERRED AND

APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

AS AMENDED
HOUSE BILL NO. 626

INTRODUCED BY NELSON, B, BROWN, MERCER, HARBIN,
C. SMITH, BLAYLOCK, COMPTON, JENKINS, COHEN, THOMAS,

PECK, HARP, PETERSON, DARKO, EUDAILY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REMOVE THE VOTER
TURNOUT REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BOND ELECTIONS; TO_REQUIRE

PUBLIC NOTICE AND A PUBLIC HEARING PRIOR TO A SCHQOL_ _BOND

ELECTION; AMENDING SEE®#ON SECTIONS 20-9-422 AND 20-9-428,

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

SECTION 1. SECTION 20-9-422, MCA, 1S AMENDED TO READ:

n30-9-422. Additional requirements for trustees and
trustees' resclution calling bond election. {1) In addition
to the requirements for calling an election that are
prescribed in 20~-20-201 and 20-20-203, the trustees'
resolution calling a school district bond election shall:

tiy{a) £ix the exact amount of the bonds proposed to
be issued, which may be more or less than the amounts
estimated in a petitlion;

t23(b}) fix the maximum number of vears in which the
proposed bonds would be paid; and

t3¥(c} in the case of initiation by a petition, state

the essential facts about the petition and its presentation.
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(2) When the trustees of any district call a school

district bond election, they shall:

{a) within 20 days prior to the day of the election,

conduct a public hearing on the bond election at a reqular

or special meeting of the trustees;

(b) provide for a notice of the public hearing

required in subsection {2)la) by a news story or

advertigement concerning the hearing and the bond election

in a newspaper of general circulation within the school

district; and

{c) within 10 days prior to the day of the election,

provide for a notice of the election as provided in

subsection (2}({b}." .

Section 2. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-9-428. Determination of approval or rejection of
proposition at bond election. (1) When the trustees canvass
the vote of a school distriet bond election under the
pravisions of 20-20-415, they-shali-determine--the-Tapproval
ar-rejection-of-the-schoal-bend-proposttion-tn-the-£foilawing
manner:

tat--determine-—the—-tatal-—-number--of--etectors-af—the
schoai*—district-*who——are——qnaiified-;to—-vcte—-under—w—the
provisions—-of--20-20-38t-from-the-tiat-cf-electors-auppiied
by—the—county-registrat—éae—suth—aéhooi-bond—ciectionr

thi~-determine-the-totat-number-of--quaiified--electors
SECOND READING
-2~ HB 626
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who-~votad-—at—-the-school-~bend-etection-from-the-tatiy-sheet
or-sheata-for-such-etection;
tet--cateuinte-the--percentage--of--quatified--alecteors
voating--at--the--acheoi-bond-etection-by-dividing-the-amount
determined-in-subsectiton-{tij¢{b}-by-the-amount-determined-—in
subsection—{tj{a);-and
td)-~when——-~the-—caicuiated--percentage--in—-subsection
tiytey-ta-468%-or-more; the school bond proposition shall be
deemed to have been approved and adopted if a majority of

the votes of the electors gualified to vote under the

provisions of 20-20-301 and voting at the election shall

have been cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it
shall be deemed to have bheen rejecteds;-or.

tej--when---the--catentated--perecentage--in--subsection
tittey-ia-more-than-39%-but-tass-than-48%7-the--schooi--bond
propassition--shaltl--be--deemed--to--have--besn--approved-and
adopted-+£-66%-or-more-of-the-votes-shali-have-been-cast-—in
favor-—of--such-proposttiony-otherwise-it-shaltl-be-deemed-to
have-besn-rejected;-or

tfy--when--the--eatcutated--pereentage--in---subseetion
t1}tey-~in-30%-or-tessy—the-school-bond-propostticn-shati-be
desmed-to-have-been-retecteds

(2) If the canvass of the vote establishes the
approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the

trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage

-3~ HB 626

HB 0626/02

of such proposition and the authorization to issue bonds of
the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot
for such school district bond election.”

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. This act is
effective on passage and approwval.

~End-
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