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INTRODUC"ED"ff, ~~ ('"''":. ?d ~!!Wv! / ~ tj:u£.. 
"~,.~ I - /Z <I -·~r,..... /. ,{ ... , "'. -:.-----:/J/1 qw 

I: ~ ... :a 
~-~#:.. r_./)lt 41-n~ _,."'];~ ~;[ ·-c 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT 
.~.~~· ~ 

TO REMOVE THE VOTER------ &1 
BOND ELECTIONS; AMENDING TURNOUT FOR SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS 

SECTION 20-9-428, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA1'E OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-428. Determination of approval or rejection of 

proposition at bond election. (1) When the trustees canvass 

the vote of a school district bond election under the 

provisions of 20-20-415, they-~hall-determine-the-appro~ai 

or-rejeetio"-o£~-~he-~enoo~-bond-propositio"~*n-~h~-rollowin~ 

man"er-:-

t~t--Oeterm±ne-~he-total--number--or--eleetors--o£--~he 

~ehooi---0istrie~--who--are--~tlaTi£ied--to--vote--tlnder--the 

pro~i~ions-of-~9-~9-361-from-tne-list-of--e!eet~r~--~tippiied 

by-the-eotln~y-registrar-for-~ueh-~ehool-bond-eleet~on; 

tbt--dete~m~~e--the--tota~-n~mber-of-qtlait£ie0-elector~ 

who-~oted-at-the-~chool-bond-election-from-the--tal±y--~~ee~ 

or-~heets-~or-~Heh-eleet~on; 

tet--caletllate--the--peree"te9e--o£--qtlal~f±ed-eieeto~~ 

~o~i~9-at-t~e-~e~ool-bo"d-eleet±on-by--d±~±din9--the--amo~nt 

~"' "•"""'• co"~'' 
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1 determ±"ed--±n-stlbseet±on-t±tt~t-by-the-ame~nt-determined-±" 

2 Stlbseetion-t±ttat;-a"d 

tdt--when--the--ealeHlated--pereenta9e--±n---sub~eetion 

t±ttet--±s-49%-or-more; the school bond proposition shall be 

deemed to have been approved and adopted if a majority of 

6 the votes of the electors qualified_ to vote under the 

7 provisions of ?_0-20-301 and voting_ at the election shall 

B have been cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it 

9 shall be deemed to have been rejected;-or~ 

10 tet--~hen--the--ealeulated--pereen~a9e--±"---sttbseet±on 

ll tlttet--±s--more-~ha"-39%-but-less-than-49%,-the-~ehoo%-bond 

12 p~opos±tion-shail--be--deemed--to--have--been--app~o~ed--and 

13 adopted--if-69%-o~-mo~e-o£-the-votes-~hall-ha~e-been-ea~t-in 

14 favor-oE-~tte~-prop~s±t±onr-ethe~wi~e-it-~hall-Oe--eeemeft--to 

15 ha~e-bee~-rejeeted~-or 

16 tft--whe~---the--~al~ula~ed--pereenta9e--in--~ttb~eet±on 

17 tlttet-±s-39%-or-le3~;-the-~ehool-bond-propo~±t±on-shal±--be 

18 deemed-to-ha~e-bee~-rejeeted~ 

19 (2) If the canvass of the vote establishes the 

20 approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the 

21 trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage 

22 of such proposition and the authorization to issue bonds of 

23 the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot 

24 for such school district bond election." 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
#13 ".,1(., 
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APPROVED BY COMH. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

( . :;.,.j; 

1<. ) ' . / _., - . -. 
..£.-t · _h,-/t -1_1;/~L / j..(.( __ )_ :-{ 

14;~1' ~ 
TO REMOVE THE VOTER ------~ 

BOND ELECTIONS; AMENDING 

"AN ACT 

REQUIREMENTS SCHOOL FOR 'rURNOUT 

SECTION 20-9-428, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S~'ATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-428. Determination of approval or r~jection of 

proposition at bond election. (1} When the trustees canvass 

the vote of a school district bond election under the 

provisions of 20-20-415, they-~hal%-de~e~m~~e-t~e-approva~ 

e~-~e;eet±o~-o£-~he-~ehooi-bo~d-p~opo~i~io~~j~-~he-foliowi~9 

me:l'tl'tet"-:-

tat--determine-the-tote:X--nttmber--or--eleetor~--o£--the 

5ehool---d~~tr±et--who--~re--qttaii£ied--~o--vo~e--~~der--the 

prov±~±on~-of-~9-~9-39!-from-the-±i~t-o£--e±eetor~--~tlppl±ed 

by-the-eottnty-re9istrar-£or-s~eh-sehoo%-bond-e%eet±on; 

tbt--determ±ne--the--eotei-nttmber-of-qtleiif±ed-eieeeor~ 

who-veted-at-the-~ehoo!-eonrl-eieet±on-frem-the--taiiy--~heet 

or-~heet~-for-stteh-eleetion; 

tet--eaieaiate--the--pereentege--o€--qaai±f±ed-eieetor~ 

votin1-at-t~e-~e~oo±-bond-eieetien-by--dividin9--the--amotlnt 

~n> , .. ,.,..,., cou=•l 
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l determined--±n-sttb~eet±on-trttbt-by-the-amotlnt-determined-in 

2 sttb~eet±on-t~ttat;-end 

3 tdt--when--~he--ealeMlated--pereenta9e--in----~tlb~eet±on 

4 tlttet--i~-49%-or-more, the school bond proposition shall be 

5 deemed to have been approved and adopted if a majority of 

6 the votes of the electors qualified to vote under the 

7 EfOvisi~ns of 20-20-301 and voting at the election shall 

8 have been cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it 

9 shall be deemed to have been rejected;-or~ 

10 tet--when--the--eaiettiated--pe~eenta9e--±n---~abseetion 

11 tlttet--is--mo~e-than-39~-b~t-ies~-than-46%,-the~~ehool-bon~ 

12 prepo~±tio~-~ha~i--be--deemed--to--have--been--appro~ed--and 

13 adopted--i~-69%-or-me~e-o~-ehe-~otes-~heli-~ave-beel't-ea~~-±n 

14 £a~or-of-~~eh-propo~ition,-otherwi~e-it-~ha±±-be--deemea--to 

15 have-bee"-~e;e~ted,-or 

16 tft--when---~he--ealeHiated--pe~ee~~e9e--in--~~b~eet±on 

17 t±ttet-i~-36%-or-le~~,-the-sehooi-bond-propo~ition-~ha±l--be 

18 deemed-to-have-bee~-rejeetedo 

19 ( 2) IE the canvass of the vote establishes the 

20 approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the 

21 trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage 

22 of such proposition and the authorization to issue bonds of 

23 the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot 

24 tor such school district bond election.'' 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act l.S 

-2- SECOND READING 

H/3 f~J.(, 



.... 0 
'-. 

"' .. .. .... 

.... "' > 0 ... 8: .. "' c: "' ~ "' .. ~ ~ "' "' c: 0 ~
 

>
 

·
~
 

.... u ~ 
"' "' ~ .... 

I 

"' 
I 

c: 
,., 

"' 
I 

I 



49th Legislature HB 0626/02 

RE-REFERREO AND 
APPROVED BY COHH. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
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AS AMENDED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 626 

INTRODUCED BY NELSON, B. BROWN, MERCER, HARBIN, 

C. SMITH, BLAYLOCK, COMPTON, JENKINS, COHEN, THOMAS, 

PECK, HARP, PETERSON, DARKO, EUDAILY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE VOTER 

TURNOUT REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BOND ELECTIONS; TO REQUIRE 

PUBLIC NOTICE AND A PUBLIC HEARING PRIOR TO A SCHOOL BOND 

ELECTION; AMENDING SBe~t9N SECTIONS 20-9-422 AND 20-9-428, 

MCAI AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 20-9-422, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"20-9-422. Additional requirements for trustees and 

trustees' resolution calling bond election. i!l In addition 

to the requirements for calling an election that are 

prescribed in 20-20-201 and 20-20-203, the trustees' 

resolution calling a school district bond election shall: 

tlt~ fix the exact amount of the bonds proposed to 

be issued, which may be more or less than the amounts 

estimated in a petition; 

t~ti£1 fix the maximum number of years in which the 

proposed bonds would be paid; and 

t3t1£l in the case of initiation by a petition, state 

the essential facts about the petition and its presentation. 

~an•l<9i>l•<o•• cau~l 
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(2) When the trustees of any district call a school 

district bond election, they shall: 

(a) within 20 days prior to the day of the election, 

conduct a public hearing on the bond election at a regular 

or special meeting of the trustees; 

(b) provide for a notice of the public hearing 

required in subsection (2)(a) by a news story or 

advertisement concerning the hearing and the bond election 

in a newspaper of general circulation within the school 

district; and 

(c) within 10 days prior to the day of the election, 

provide for a notice of the election as provided in 

subsection (2}(b)." 

Section 2. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-428. Determination of approval or rejection of 

proposition at bond election. (1) When the trustees canvass 

the vote of a school district bond election under the 

provisions of 20-20-415, ~hey-shall-de~erm*ne--the-7approva% 

e~-rejection-o~-the-sehool-bond-propo~i~*on-in-~he-roiiowing 

IIU!It'lt'ler-:-

tat--determine--the--totel--n~mber--o£--eieetors-of-the 

~ehool--dist~iet--who--are--q~aii£ied--to--Yote--under---the 

provisions--of--~9-~9-39%-£rom-the-li~t-o£-eleetors-supp%±ed 

by-the-eo~nty-~egistrar-£or-s~eh-sehooi-hond-eleet±on~ 

tbt--determine-the-total-number-o£--quaii£±ed--eleetor~ 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 626 
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who--voted--a~-the-sehoo%-bond-elee~~on-£rom-the-taiiy-eh@et 

or-shee~s-£or-sueh-electionr 

tet--e~leu%~te-the--pereen~nge--o£--qua±±£±ed--eleetors 

voting--et--the--sehool-bond-e!eetion-by-d±viding-the-nmoant 

determined-in-etlbseetton-tittbt-by-the-amotlnt-determ~ned--in 

~~b~eetioft-tlttat7-aftd 

7 fdt--when---the--ealeaiated--pereentage--in--sabseetion 

8 tlttet-is-48t-or-more7 the school bond proposition shall be 

9 deemed to have been approved and adopted if a majority of 

10 the votes of the electors qualified to vote under the 

11 provisions of 20-20-301 and voting at the election shall 

12 have been cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it 

13 
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shall be deemed to have been rejected;-or~ 

tet--when---the--eaie~iated--peree~ta9e--in--~~b~ection 

flttet-is-More-thaft-38%-b~t-less-thaft-49%,-the--•ehool--boftd 

propositien--~ba%1--be--deemed--eo--have--been--approved-an~ 

adopted-it-6e%-or-more-of-the-vetes-shall-have-been-ea~t--~n 

£avor--oE--s~eh-propositiony-etherwise-it-shall-be-deemed-to 

have-been-rejeeted;-or 

trt--when--the--eaie~lated--pereenta1e--±n---s~bseetion 

tlttet--is-38%-or-le•••-the-sehool-boftd-propositioft-shall-be 

deemed-to-have-been-rejeeted. 

(2) If the canvass of the vote establishes the 

24 approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the 

25 trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage 

-3- HB 626 
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of such proposition and the authorization to issue bonds of 

the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot 

for such school district bond election.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 626 


