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HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

INTRODUCED BY DARKO, D. BROWN 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do pass. 
Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass as 
amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49; Noes, 0. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 



April 8, 1985 Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

On motion, rules suspended and 
bill placed on third reading this 
day. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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49th Legislature 

1 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY 

LC 1387/01 

2/L 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A PARTY 

5 WHO UNREASONABLY AND VEXATIOUSLY MULTIPLIES LEGAL 

6 PROCEEDINGS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT OF INCREASED COURT 

7 COSTS, ATTORNEY FEES, AND OTHER EXPENSES AND LOSSES 

8 RESULTING FROM SUCH CONDUCT," 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

ll Section 1. Litigant's liability for excess costs. An 

12 attorney or party to any court proceeding who, in the 

13 determination of the court, unreasonably and vexatiously 

14 multiplies the proceedings in any cause and thereby 

15 increases any party•s court costs, attorney's fees, or other 

16 expenses or losses may be required by the court to 

17 personally satisfy such additional costs, fees, expenses, or 

18 losses. 

-End-

~na "•"""'• coun<H 

INTRODUCED BILL 
118 .N/ 



49th Legislature LC 1387/01 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

1 

2 

3 

HOU!>" 
INTRODUCED BY 4.M-b -L&B~LL ~· ~ 

a:o:.)Jltl-,.\....._ 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A PARTY 

5 WHO UNREASONABLY AND VEXATIOUSLY MULTIPLIES LEGAL 

6 PROCEEDINGS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT OF INCREASED COURT 

1 COSTS, ATTORNEY FEES, AND OTHER EXPENSES AND LOSSES 

8 RESULTING FROM SUCH CONDUCT." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

ll Section 1. Litigant's liability for excess costs. An 

12 attorney or party to any court proceeding who, in the 

13 determination of the court, unreasonably and vexatiously 

14 multiplies the proceedings in any cause and thereby 

15 increases any party's court costs, attorney's fees, or other 

16 expenses or losses may be required by the court to 

17 personally satisfy such additional costs, fees, expenses, or 

18 losses. 

-End-

~n• l09i>l·~·· COUn<i/ 

SECOND READING 
H6 5'1/ 



49th Le9islature HB 0541/02 

1 HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

2 INTRODUCED BY DARKO, D. BROWN 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A PARTY 

5 NHO UNREASONABLY AND VEXATIOUSLY MULTIPLIES LEGAL 

6 PROCEEDINGS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT OF INCREASED COURT 

7 COSTS, ATTORNEY FEES, AND OTHER EXPENSES AND LOSSES 

8 RESULTING FROM SUCH CONDUCT." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section l. Liti9ant's liability for excess costs. An 

12 attorney or party to any court proceedin9 who, in the 

13 determination of the court, ~nreasenehly--end--wexetie~sty 

14 •~ltipiies---the---preeeedin9S--in--sny--eease--end--thereby 

15 inereeses-eny-perty~s-eeart-eestsy-etterney~s-fees7-er-ether 

16 expeneee--er--iesaes--aay--be--req~ired--hy--the-~ee~rt---te 

17 persenaiiy-eetisfy-s~eh-edditiene%-eests7-feesy-e•pensee7-er 

18 losses so MULTIPLIES THE PROCEEDINGS IN ANY CASE 

19 UNREASONABLY AND VEXATIOUSLY MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE COURT TO 

20 SATISFY PERSONALLY THE EXCESS COSTS, EXPENSES, AND ATTORNEY 

21 FEES REASONABLY INCURRED BECAUSE OF SUCH CONDUCT. 

-End-

~ ............ ~---

I .... 

THIRD READING 
H~ 54/ 

,, 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
SENATE 

.............. ~.~.J;".~.I:l ... 2~ ........................... 19.~?. .... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on .................................. ol.\.!P.~q~R.X .............................................................................. .. 

having had under consideration ........................... J!9\.!~~- -~~ P1 ... ..................................................... No .... ?.~~ ...... .. 

____ _,to!-'h"'-i"'-'rd~- reading copy ( blue 
color 

(Senator Daniels) 

PARTY MULTIPLYING LEGAL PROCEEDINGS LIABLE FOR INCREASED COSTS 

Respectfully report as follows: That ...................... HOUSE .. l3ILL ........................................................ No .... S4J. ..... .. 

be amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 18. 
Following: "~asses" 

Strike: "SO" 

6 AND AS AMENDED 

BE CONCURRED IN 

1/u~J~ ········· ............................................................... . 
Senator Joe M rek Chairman. 

) 



49th Legislature HB 0541/03 
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2 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

INTRODUCED BY DARKO, D. BROWN 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A PARTY 

5 WHO UNREASONABLY AND VEXATIOUSLY MULTIPL.IES LEGAL 

6 PROCEEDINGS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT OF INCREASED COURT 

7 COSTS, ATTORNEY FEES, AND OTHER EXPENSES AND LOSSES 

8 RESULTING FROM SUCH CONDUCT." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MON1'ANA: 

11 Sect ion 1. Litigant's liabi 1 i ty for excess costs. An 

12 attorney or party to any court proceeding who, in the 

13 determination of the court, ~nreasonabiy--and--vexa~foH~ly 

14 Mttltiplies---the---proceedings--in--any--ea~se--end--ther~hy 

15 increases-any-partyLs-eo~rt-eests,-attorney~s-£ees7-or-other 

16 expensee--or--losses--may--be--req~ired--by--the--cottrt---to 

17 personally-sat~s!y-sueft-additiona~-eosts7-~ees,-expenses.~r 

18 losses se MULTIPLIES THE PROCEEDINGS IN ANY CASE 

19 UNREASONABLY AND VEXATIOUSLY MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE COURT TO 

20 SATISFY PERSONALLY THE EXCESS COSTS, EXPENSES, AND ATTORNEY 

21 FEES REASONABLY INCURRED BECAUSE OF SUCH CONDUCT. 

-End-

~n. L ... J .. tl•o COuncil 

REFERENCE BILL 
/18 Sl/1 


