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INTRODUCED BY 

dllyS£,..: BILL NO . .2J;L 
'-L 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'AN ACT TO ALLOW WEED CONTROL 

SUPERVISORS TO AUTHORIZE LANDOWNERS TO CONTROL WEEDS ALONG 

HIGHWAY RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

FOR THE COSTS OF CONTROL; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-2132, 

7-22-2121, 7-22-2144, AND 7-22-2146, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-14-2132, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-14-2132. Control of weeds along roads and highways. 

(1) The board of weed control and weed seed extermination 

supervisors ~_persons authorized by the superv~-~9£_s.__as._ 

provided in 7-22-2121 shall control noxiou5 weeds on the 

county roads. 

(2) If the department of highways does not control 

noxious weeds on state and federal highways in any county, 

the supervisors ~sons authorized by the supervisors as 

provided i~ 7-22-~12! shall control them. Upon presentation 

by the supervisors of a verified account of the expenses 

incc.~rred, the costs of control shall be paid by the 

department to the_ county noxious weed fund within 60 4ay~." 

Secti·~n 2. Sect1on 7-22-2121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-22-2121. Weed control program. ill The supervisors 
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shall control noxious weeds on all lands within the confines 

of the district. They shall take particular precautions to 

control the noxious weeds while preserving beneficial 

vegetation and wildlife habitat. Where at all possible, 

methods for such control shall include mowing, chemical, and 

biological methods. 

(2) Any person may request authorization from the 

supervisors to control weeds along _a county, state, or 

federal highway right-of-way adjacent to his land. Upon 

receiving such a request, the s~rvisors or their a~nt 

shall inspect the right-of-way. If the supervisors find that 

the weed control board is unable to control noxious weeds on 

the right-of-way in a timely fashion, they .. may authorize the 

person to control -~he weeds. The supervisors may adopt 

guidelines defining procedures to be used for weed control 

on highway rights-of-way.'' 

Section 3. Section 7-22-2144, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-22-2144 0 Payment of cost of weed control program. 

The total cost of such control shall be paid from the 

noxious weed fund. The cost of controlling such weeds 

growing along the right-of-way of a state or federal highway 

shall, upon the presentation by the supervisors of a 

verified account of the expenses incurred, be paid from the 

state highway fund, whether such costs were_incurred by the 

~u2ervisors directly or by landowners acting_ wit~ 
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1 ~proval of the supervisors, pursuant t~~-~~~m- E_rovisions of 

2 2_:_??-2121. A claif!l_ to be paid from the sta~ ~~9.~~-~_y___f_~~ 

] must be paid wi~_bir, 60 days of its receiot. Costs attributed 

4 to other lands w:thin the district shall be assessed to and 

5 collected from the appropriate holder or own~r of interest 

6 as set forth in 7-22-2107.'' 

Section 4. Section 7-22-2146, MCA, is am~nded to read: 

g "7-22-2146. Financial assistance to l~ndowne~s for 

weed control. l_!__l_ It in the judgment of the comnissioners 

10 and supervj_sors it 2cems advisable, they may agree ~o assist 

ll t:l-le +~r.d~w!"!er-~ a l_andc~wner in ~o±d !he distr!ct with a. part. 

12 of the cost of weed control on their his -~~d or alo~a the -- -~---'-'----------

l3 rights-of-w~-~~~@}_!_ st~~':!~ ___ :-::_'E-~<?~~-- ..:.'~-~~~_.adjacent 

14 tohis_land. 

J..5 ill ! f th.-t 9---i-~-- t't"l-- be --don~-;- -t:h<:~- -±-n-- -ea::=~e::~"--.,;-,:e T:e: 

16 financial assistance is offere~~__?_ll__§_!":J_~_t_~su__~s_ec! __ ~.__::-::__:::__j__~ __ l 

17 and the landowner controls the ~e~ds and exterminates the 

18 weed ::::eed: 

19 ~~-r:t:- !lis. -~C!0~, he shcdl present to tf'.e supervisors 

20 a duly verified clairr, for one-third of ~tleh eo::!!: ~ost~ 

21 incurred,--~~d--w~e~--t~e--s~me--h~~--been--eppre~~d--by-t~e 

22 ~uper~isor~-and-~ommt~~t~~er~r--i-e--~ha~r--be--pe±O--te--~~eh 

23 ±andewner-out~ef-the-~o~t~~~-~eed-f~nd7; 

24 l!U__ along __ a~~-f~dPr<?_l _ _!_____ state, or cnunt, _:!..'2__!:~~~ -::!__ 

25 right-of-way~ he shall pr<=>sent t_o the -~~J_EPr_·- ~0::-:":::'S ci verifi_;o-~" 
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claim for all costs incurred. 

I 3 I Any claim submit~ed -·~_i_'?_~ su~s~c ~-i-~~ __ _Dl__ ____ ? nc! 

approved by !_I]_e_ ~~Pt::_£_~isors ~wu co~~t~.§_i_=2_0~~s _ _§~-?__!: _ _!J_~pa:(~ 

to the landow~er out cf the noxious we~ -~r1d. 
--~----~-----------------. --~~-~-

ill--~~~J-~~~---!_-~ 7 -_!_'!_:_21 3 2_ ?. ~~--7- 2 -~--:- :2_l_~_:l.! __ !~-~-~-~-~ 

~-qh_~~--f~._nd_~all reimbu~se _!_0_~ _ __0_oxious weed fund ~0'. 

~~~h!!!_~___Eo;iid ~~.:~~y~xio_£_s wee_9___Iund _!:Q__ __ t:_j_~--- landowner fer 

weed _E__~nt_£Q~ __ al~ ___ the r_~g_ht:~=-~-5':.! ___ 9 __ _§_S~!:_-~_l_2!:__ federal 

bi__g_r~~ 

ill Tt~ ~-~e ~-v·~-~ o_~ _§_ ~~~- ---~<}_y_p!. __ _s:~i_9 e _ ~I.'~:..§-.~-!?~~ ~J: --~-~ 

th~-~!'loun_t;____~_~Q_ natl.!re c _t0~ ___ co_§~~_i~.:::.£::~~-~-)?_.Y__~-~ando.._:2~':":. 

to be re:imbursed from the ;-;.oxicus weed fund. ·• 
-----~---- ----- ------

--Lnd-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. "FNR275-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Fona BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 30 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Mote for H.B. 512 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (KCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Mote is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION: 

House Bill 512 is an act to allow county weed control supervisors to authorize landowners to control weeds along 
county, state, and federal highway right-of-way and to receive financial assistance for the costs of control 
from either the Department of Highways or the holder of the land. 

FISCAL IHPACT: 

The fi~cal impact of this bill upon the state would pri .. rily effect the Deparbaent of Highways. The fiscal" 
impact cannot be estimated because the bill does not specify what costs would be reimbursable. The bill 
allows the county weed control supervisors to formulate guidelines on allowable costs. 

TECHNICAL DEFECTS: 

1. References to the phrase "weed control" should read "noxious weed control". Under this bill, the Department • 
of Highways would not have any control over the amount of money expended. The bill should be amended so that 
an agreement is signed between the Department of Highways and the County Weed Control District covering the 
extent of the area to be sprayed and the amount of funds to be expended. 

2. The state may be liable for private landowner actions because the landowners would be acting as agents 
of the state. 
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BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: hi, 'I . J~t.r I . 
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