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49th Legislature LC 0839/01

1 HO{‘SE . BILL NO. 5“

2 INTRODUCED BY @é:ﬂgag .

3

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS
5 RELATING TO PUNITIVE DAMAGES; ESTABLISHING LIMITS ON
] PUNITIVE DAMAGES; AMENDING SECTION 27-1-221, MCA; AND
7 PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE."

8

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

10 Section 1. Section 27-1-221, MCA, is amended to read:
11 "27-1-221. When-exempiary Punitive damages atitowed. In
12 any action for a breach of an obligation not arising from
13 contract where the defendant has been guilty of oppression,
14 fraud, or malice, actual or presumed, the jury, in addition
15 to the actual damages, may give damages for the sake of
16 example and by way of punishing the defendant. Punitive
17 damages may be awarded to a plaintiff in an amount equal to
18 the amount of actual damages awarded to the plaintiff or
19 550,000, whichever is more, but not in excess of $500,000."
20 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Applicability. This act
21 applies tc proceedings filed after the effective date of
22 this ackt.
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HOUSE BILL NQ. 511

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS
RELATING TO PUNITIVE DAMAGES; ESTABLISHING LIMITS ON
PUNITIVE DAMAGES; AMENDING SECTION 27-1-221, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 27-1-221, MCA, is amended to read:
*27-1-221. When-exempiary Punitive damages aitiowed. In

any action for a breach of an obligation not arising from

contract where the defendant has been guilty of oppression,
fraud, or malice, actual or presumed, the jury, in addition
to the actual damages, may give damages for the sake of
example and by way of punishing the defendant. Punitive

damages may be awarded to a plaintiff in an amount eguai-te

the~amounh—ef~actéuk—damnges-avatded—*eo-—the—‘piaintiff——ot

$5676007-—whichaver——is--megey—-buk--not-in-excess-of NOT TO

EXCEED $500,000."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Applicability. This act
applies to proceedings filed after the effective date of
this act.

-End-
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