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49th Legislature LC 0839/01 

1 
2 INTRO ~~--- BILL NO. t;<:.J/ 

DUCED BY ~ JLU..-

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

5 RELATING TO PUNITIVE DAMAGES; ESTABLISHING LIMITS ON 

6 PUNITIVE DAMAGES; AMENDING SECTION 27-1-221, MCA; AND 

7 PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 27-1-221, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "27-l-221. Wheft-exemplary Punitive damages a~iowed. In 

12 any action for a breach of an obligation not arising from 

13 contract where the defendant has been guilty of oppression, 

14 fraud, or malice, actual o:r presumed, the jury, in addition 

15 to the actual damages, may give damages for the sake of 

16 example and by way of puni.!-,hing the defendant. ~unitive 

17 damage~ may be awarded to a plaintiff in an amount equal to 

18 the ~mount of _?.ctual dama.ges awarded to the plaintiff _or 

19 $50,000, whichever is more, but not in excess of $500,000,'' 

20 N~W SECTION. Section 2. Applicability. This act 

21 applies to proceedings filed after the effective date cf 

22 this act. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 5l1 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

RELATING TO PUNITIVE DAMAGES; ESTABLISHING LIMITS ON 

PUNITIVE DAMAGES; AMENDING SECTION 27-1-221, MCA; AND 

1 PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 27-1-221, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "27-1-221. When-exemp%ary Punitive damages allowed. In 

12 any action for a breach of an obligation not arising from 

ll contract where the defendant has been guilty of oppression, 

14 fraud, or malice, actual or presumed, the jury, in addition 

15 to the actual damages, may give damages for the sake of 

16 example and by way of punishing the defendant. Punitive 

17 damages may be awarded to a plaintiff in an amount equal-to 

18 the-ame~nt-o£-aet~al-damages-swa~ded--to--the--plainti££--or 

19 $59T9997--whiehever--is--mere7--bttt--ftet-in-exeess-o£ NOT TO 

20 EXCEED $500,000." 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Applicability. This act 

22 applies to proceedings filed after the effective date of 

23 this act. 

-End-

~"" , .. .,,.,,.. Coun«J 
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