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~ 
BILL NO . .':L!i2__ _ 

/ ... :) - I T!U ~~~ /:l,·,u_,;, __ , 2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 
'7 ~ -~~-' ;I 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: II AN ACT TO REMOVE THE 4 

5 REQUIREMENT THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS FOR A HIGH SCHOOL 5 

6 TUITION APPLICATION MUST APPROVE SUCH AN APPLICATION WHEN A 6 

7 CHILD LIVES CLOSER TO A HIGH SCHOOL OF ANOTHER DISTRICT THAN 7 

8 TO ANY HIGH SCHOOL WITHIN THE CHILD'S RESIDENT DISTRICT; TO 8 

9 PROVIDE THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPROVE 9 

10 A TUITION APPLICATION IF THE RESIDENT DISTRICT PROVIDES 10 

ll TRANSPORTATION; AMENDING SECTION 20-5-311, MCA." 11 

12 12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MON'fANA: 13 

l4 Section 1. Section 20-5-311, MCA, is amended to read: l4 

15 ~20-5-311. High school tuition. (l) Any child may be 15 

16 enrolled in and attend a high school outside of the high 16 

17 school district in which he resides when such high school is 17 

16 located in Montana or in a county of another state that 15 18 

19 adjacent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 19 

20 of a child wish~s to have his child attend a school under 20 

21 the provisicns of this section, he shall apply to the county 21 

22 superintendent of the county of his re~idcnce before July 1 22 

23 of the schoo: fiscal year for which t1e seeks approval except 2J 

24 1n those cases wt1en substantial changes 1n circumstances 24 

2> occurred sub5equently to justlfy ~ater cipp1icatlon. S~cn 2S 

~"" ,.,,,, ... '0"'"'' 

LC 0329/01 

application shall be made on a tuition agreement form 

supplied by the county superintendent. The trustees of the 

district of residence, the trustees of the district in which 

the child wishes to attend school, and the county 

superintendent are the approval agents for tuition to 

another high school within the county. The county 

su~erintendent of the county of residence and the trustees 

of the distrlct in which the child wishes to attend school 

are the approval agents for attendance outside the county. 

(2) The approval agents ~na~t ~ approve a tuition 

application when a child lives closer to a high school of 

another district than any high school located within his 

resident district or when, due to road or geographic 

conditions, it is impractical to attend the high school 

nearest his residence. tn--approv~n9--~~ch--a--tHitton 

appi±eat±on However, the approval agents are not required to 

approve a tuition application tor a student seeking to 

attend a high school outside the state of Montana or the 

resident district if the 
~~--- --- resident district provides 

transp~rtation. In approving a tuition agreement tJnder this 

provision, the approval agents may require the child to 

attend the high school closest to his residence. The 

approval agents may approve any other tuition application 

~ha~ satisfies the geographic requirements of this section. 

(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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1 wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

2 tuition application submitted to them under the provisions 

3 of this section within 15 days after the receipt of the 

4 application. 

5 (4) The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

6 or guardian and the trustees of the district where the child 

7 wishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

8 disapproval. If a tuition agreement is disapproved by one or 

9 more approval agents, the parent may appeal such disapproval 

10 to the county superintendent and, subsequently, to the 

11 superintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

12 the appeal of controversies in this title. 

13 (5) The approval of any tuition agreement by all ot 

14 the applicable approval agents or upon apped1 shall 

15 authorize the child named in such agreement to enroll in and 

16 attend the school named in such agreement for the ensuing 

17 school fiscal year.'' 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COHH. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 497 

INTRODUCED BY KOEHNKE, MCCORMICK, BENGTSON, GALT, PECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS FOR A HIGH SCHOOL 

TUITION APPLICATION MUST APPROVE SUCH AN APPLICATION WHEN A 

CHILD LIVES CLOSER TO A HIGH SCHOOL OF ANOTHER DISTRICT THAN 

TO ANY HIGH SCHOOL WITHIN THE CHILD'S RESIDENT DISTRICT: TO 

PROVIDE THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPROVE 

A TUITION APPLICATION IF THE RESIDENT DISTRICT PROVIDES 

TRANSPORTATION UNLESS CERTAIN CONDITIONS EXISTl AMENDING 

SECTION 20-5-311, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE .. " 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-5-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-311. High school tuition. Ill Any child may be 

enrolled in and attend a high school outside of the high 

school district in which he resides when such high school is 

located in Montana or in a county of another state that is 

adjacent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of a child wishes to have his child attend a school under 

the provisions of this section, he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before July 1 

of the school fiscal year for which he seeks approval except 
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in those cases when substantial changes in circumstances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

application shall be made on a tuition agreement form 

supplied by the county superintendent. The trustees of the 

district of residence, the trustees of the district in which 

the child wishes to attend school, and the county 

superintendent are the approval agents for tuition to 

another high school within the county. The county 

superintendent of the county of residence and the trustees 

of the district in which the child wishes to attend school 

are the approval agents for attendance outside the county. 

121 1!l The approval agents shaii ~ approve a 

tuition application when a child lives closer to a high 

school of another district than any high school located 

within his resident district or when, due to road or 

geographic conditions, it is impractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. fn-appre¥ing-such-a-~tti~ien 

appt%eat%en 

1!1 However, the approval agents are not required to 

approve a tuition application for a student seeking to 

attend a high school outside the state of Montana· or the 

resident district if the resident district provides 

transportation• UNLESS ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS 

EXIST: 

(I) THE CHILD RESIDES LESS THAN 3 MILES FROM THE 

-2- HB ~97 
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SCHOOL THE CHILD WISHES TO ATTEND OR MORE THAN 20 MILES FROM 

ANY HIGH SCHOOL OF HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT. FOR THE PURPOSES 

OF THIS SUBSECTION (2)(B)(I), THE MILEAGE IS MEASURED BY 

TRAVELING THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE ON A MAINTAINED STATE OR 

COUNTY ROAD. 

(II) THE CHILD HAS BEEN DECLARED BY A COURT OF 

COMPETENT JURISDICTION TO BE AN ABUSED, NEGLECTED, DR 

DEPENDENT CHILD AS DEFINED IN 41-3-102, OR A DELINQUENT 

YOUTH AS DEFINED IN 41-5-103, AND HAS BEEN ORDERED TO BE 

PLACED IN A LICENSED CARE INSTITUTION NHICH IS APPROVED BY 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES, AND AS 

A RESULT OF THE ORDER, THE CHILD IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND HIGH 

SCHOOL OUTSIDE OF THE DISTRICT OF HIS RESIDENCE; OR 

(III) THE CHILO HAS ENROLLED IN A HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE 

HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT AND HAS RECEIVED AN APPROVED TUITION 

AGREEMENT ON OR BEFORE [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT). FOR 

THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION (2)(B)(III), THE CHILD HAS 

THE RIGHT TO CONTINUE HIS HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE 

RECEIVING HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT ON AN 

APPROVED TUITION AGREEMENT, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

THIS SECTION. In approving a tuition agreement under this 

22 provision, the approval agents may require the child to 

23 attend the high school closest to his residence. The 

24 approval agents may approve any other tuition application 

25 that satisfies the geographic requirements of this section. 
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(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application submitted to them under the provisions 

of this section within 15 days after the receipt of the 

application. 

(4) The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agreement is disapproved by one or 

more approval agents, the parent may appeal such disapproval 

to the county superintendent and, subsequently, to the 

superintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

the appeal of controversies in this title. 

(5) The approval of any tuition agreement by all of 

the applicable approval agents or upon appeal shall 

authorize the child named in such agreement to enroll in and 

attend the school named in such agreement for the ensuing 

school fiscal year." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-4- HB 497 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 497 

INTRODUCED BY KOEHNKE, MCCORMICK, BENGTSON, GALT, PECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REM8YB--!11HB 

RBaHfRBMBN!f--!fHA!f--!fHB--APPRBYA&--A6BNPS--~R--A-Hf6H-SeHee& 

!118f!ffBN-APP&feA!ff8N-M8S!f-APPRBYB-SBeH-AN-APP&feA!ffBN-HHBN--A 

eHf&B~&fYBS-e&eSBR-!118-A-HfSH-SeHee&-BP-ANS!fHBR-BIS!fRfe!f-!fHAN 

!118--AN¥-Hf6H-SeHBB&-Wf!fHfN-!fHB-eHf&B~S-RBSfBBN!f-BfS!fRfe!f7-!fe 

PROVIDE THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPROVE 

A TUITION APPLICATION IF THE RESIDENT DISTRICT PROVIDES 

TRANSPORTATION UNLESS CERTAIN CONDITIONS · EXIST; AMENDING 

SECTION 20-5-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE · EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section la Section 20-S-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-311. High school tuition. (1) Any child may be 

enrolled in and attend a high school outside of the high 

school district in which he resides when such high school is 

located in Montana or in a county of another state that is 

adjacent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of a child wishes to have his child attend a school under 

the provisions of this section, he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before July 1 

of the school fiscal year for which he seeks approval except 
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in those cases when substantial changes in circumstances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

application shall be made on a tuition agreement form 

supplied by the county superintendent. The trustees of the 

district of residence, the trustees of the district in which 

the child wishes to attend school, and the county 

superintendent are the approval agents for tuition to 

another high school within the county. The county 

superintendent of the county of residence and the trustees 

of the district in which the child wishes to attend school 

are the approval agents for attendance outside the county. 

(2) ~The approval agents shall ~SHALL approve a 

tuition application when a child lives closer to a high 

school of another district than any high school located 

within his resident district or when, due to road or 

qeographic conditions, it is impractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. fn-approving-sBeh-a-~uieien 

sppltest.teft 

ill However, the approval agents are not required. to 

approve a tuition application for a student seeking to 

attend a high school outside the state of Montana or the 

resident district if the resident district provides 

transportation; HN&BSS--AN¥--BP--!fHB--~&&BWfNS--eeNBf~fBNS 

BMfS!f. THIS EXCEPTION DOES NOT APPLY WHEN: 

(I) THE CHILD RESIDES LESS THAN J MILES FROM THE 
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SCHOOL THE CHILD WISHES TO ATTEND,OR MORE THAN 20 MILES FROM 

ANY HIGH SCHOOL OF HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT. FOR THE PURPOSES 

OF THIS SUBSECTION (2!(B!(I!, THE MILEAGE IS MEASURED BY 

TRAVELING THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE ON A MAINTAINED STATE OR 

COUNTY ROADT: 

(III THE CHILD HAS BEEN DECLARED BY A COURT OF 

COMPETENT JURISDICTION TO BE AN ABUSED, NEGLECTED, OR 

DEPENDENT CHILD AS DEFINED IN 41-3-102, OR A DELINQUENT 

YOUTH AS DEFINED IN 41-5-103, AND HAS BEEN ORDERED TO BE 

PLACED IN A LICENSED CARE INSTITUTION WHICH IS APPROVED BY 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES, AND AS 

A RESULT OF THE ORDER, THE CHILD IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND HIGH 

SCHOOL OUTSIDE OF THE DISTRICT OF HIS RESIDENCE: OR 

(Ill! THE CHILO HAS ENROLLED IN A HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE 

HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT AND HAS RECEIVED AN APPROVED TUITION 

AGREEMENT ON OR BEFORE [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT). FOR 

THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION (2!(B!(III!, THE CHILD HAS 

THE RIGHT TO CONTINUE HIS HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE 

RECEIVING HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT ON AN 

APPROVED TUITION AGREEMENT, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

THIS SECTION. 

ill In apprpving a tuition agreement under this 

23 provision, the approval agents may require the child to 

24 attend the high school closest to his residence. The 

25 approval agents may approve any other tuition application 
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that satisfies the geographic requirements of this section. 

(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application submitted to them under the provisions 

of this section within 15. days after the receipt of the 

application. 

(4) The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agreement is disapproved by one or 

more approval agents, the parent may appeal such disapproval 

to the county superintendent and, subsequently, to the 

superintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

the appeal of controversies in this title. 

(5) The approval of any tuition agreement by all of 

the applicable approval agents or upon appeal shall 

authorize the child named in such agreement to enroll in and 

attend the school.named in such agreement for the ensuing 

school fiscal,year." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-4- HB 497 
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STANDINb ~uMIV111TEE htPOt1 f 

SENATE 
................. ~~Qb. .. .a.9..~ ................... 19.~.~ .... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ..•... X:Ol:.J.C~'l:l.O'N.. J\Nl>. .. C.UH.'f.l:TAAM .. Re ~.OV..I:.l.C~.S. ............................................... . 

having had under consideration ..•.. 8.Qt1S.E: ... .a l:U ........................................................................... No .. A.~. 7. ...... . 

third reading copy 1 blue 
color 

(Senator Neuman will carry the bill.) 

PROVIDE DISCRETION TO APPROVAL AGENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL TUITION 
APPLICATIONS 

Respectfully report as follows: That ...•..... HOUSE .. BILL ................................................................. No.4 ':3.7 ......... . 

be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 25 through line 5, page 3. 
Following: "RESIDES" on line 25 
Strike: rema1nder of line 25 through line 5, page 3. 
Insert: "in a county different than the county wherein the school 
he wishes to attend is located;" 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 

0 C'td. ... t? L011l~.r!.: ........ . 
Senator Chet si"i1lock, Chairman. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 497 

INTRODUCED BY KOEHNKE, MCCORMICK, BENGTSON, GALT, PECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RBMSVE--'I'HH 

RHeHtREMEN'I'--'I'HA'I'--'I'HH--APPR6VAb--ASHN'I'S--PeR--A-Hi6H-SEH66b 

'I'Hi'l'iSH-APPbtEA'I't9N-MHS'I'-APPRSVE-SHEH-AH·APPbt€A'I'i6H-WHEN--A 

EHfbB-btVES-Eb6SER-'1'6-A-Hf6H-S€H66b-SP-AH9'1'HER-BiS'I'RtE'I'-'I'HAN 

'I'S--AH¥-Hf6H-S€H66b-Wt'I'HtH-'I'HE-EHibB~S-RESfBEH'I'-BiS'I'RfE'I'7-'!'e 

PROVIDE THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPROVE 

A TUITION APPLICATION IF THE RESIDENT DISTRICT PROVIDES 

TRANSPORTATION UNLESS CERTAIN CONDITIONS EXIST; AMENDING 

SECTION 20-5-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE. • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-5-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-311. High school tuition. (1) Any child may be 

enrolled in and attend a high school outside of the high 

school district in which he resides when such high school is 

located in Montana or in a county of another state that is 

adjacent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of a child wishes to have his child attend a school under 

the provisions of this section, he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before July l 

of the school fiscal year for which he seeks approval except 
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in those cases when substantial changes in circumstances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

application shall be made on a tuition agreement form 

supplied by the county superintendent. The trustees of the 

district of residence, the trustees of the district in which 

the child wishes to attend school, and the county 

superintendent are the approval agents for tuition to 

another high school within the county. The county 

superintendent of the county of residence and the trustees 

of the district in which the child wishes to attend school 

are the approval agents for attendance outside the county. 

(2) ~The approval agents shall ~ SHALL approve a 

~uition application when a child lives closer to a high 

school of another district than any high school located 

within his resident district or when, due to road or 

geographic conditions, it is impractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. Y~-approving-stleh-e-t~i~~e~ 

application 

1!1 However, the approval agents are not required to 

approve a tuition application for a student seeking to 

attend a high school outside the state of Montana or the 

resident district if the resident district provides 

transportation. BNhESS--AN¥--6P--'I'HE--PShb6WfN6--EeHBf'l'f6N5 

EMiS~. THIS EXCEPTION DOES NOT APPLY WHEN: 

(I) THE CHILD RESIDES bESS--'I'HAN--3--MfbBS-PRSM-'I'HE 

-2-
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SHH68h-~HH-€HfhB-WfSHHS-~9-A~~HNB-9R-MBRH-~HAN-~9-MfhHS-PR9M 

ANV-HfGH-S€H96b-9P-HfS-RHSIBHN~-BfS~RfH~.-PeR--~HE--PHRP9SHS 

9P--~HIS--SHBSH€~f9N--trttBttft<--~HE-MfbHA6H-IS-MHASHREB-B~ 

~RAVEblN6-~HE-M9S~-BIRHH~-R9H~H-9N--A--MAfN~AfNEB--S~A~H--9R 

€9HN~~--RBAB•7 IN A COUNTY DIFFERENT THAN THE COUNTY WHEREIN 

THE SCHOOL HE WISHES TO ATTEND IS LOCATED; 

(II) THE CHILD HAS BEEN DECLARED BY A COURT OF 

COMPETENT JURISDICTION TO BE AN ABUSED, NEGLECTED, OR 

DEPENDENT CHILD AS DEFINED IN 41-3-102, OR A DELINQUENT 

YOUTH AS DEFINED IN 41-5-103, AND HAS BEEN ORDERED TO BE 

PLACED IN A LICENSED CARE INSTITUTION WHICH IS APPROVED BY 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES, AND AS 

A RESULT OF THE ORDER, THE CHILD IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND HIGH 

SCHOOL OUTSIDE OF THE DISTRICT OF HIS RESIDENCE; OR 

(III) THE CHILD HAS ENROLLED IN A HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE 

HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT AND HAS RECEIVED AN APPROVED TUITION 

AGREEMENT ON OR BEFORE [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT). FOR 

THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION (2)(B)(III), THE CHILD HAS 

THE RIGHT TO CONTINUE HIS HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE 

RECEIVING HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT ON AN 

APPROVED TUITION AGREEMENT, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

THIS SECTION. 

1fl In approving a 

provision, the approval 

attend the high school 

tuition agreement under this 

agents may require the child to 

closest to his residence. The 
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approval agents may approve any other tuition application 

that satisfies the geographic requirements of this section. 

(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application submitted to them under the provisions 

of this section within 15 days after the receipt of the 

application. 

{4} The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agreement is disapproved by one or 

more approval agents, the parent may appeal such disapproval 

to the county superintendent and, subsequently, to the 

superintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

the appeal of controversies in this title. 

{5) The approval of any tuition agreement by all of 

the applicable approval agents or upon appeal shall 

authorize the child named in such agreement to enroll in and 

attend the school named in such agreement for the ensuing 

school fiscal year. 11 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-4- HB"497 



GOVERNOR'S PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO HOUSE BILL NO. 497, 

REFERENCE COPY 
April 17, 1985 

1. Page 3, line 6. 
Following: LOCATED j 
Insert: 11or 11 

2. Page 3, lines 7 through 14. 
Strike: paragraph (II) in its entirety 
Renumber: paragraph (Ill) 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 497 

INTRODUCED BY KOEHNKE, MCCORMICK, BENGTSON, GALT, PECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REM6YB--'I'HB 

REeB~REMEN'I'--'I'HA'I'--'I'HB--APPR6YAb--AGBN'I'S--P6R--A-Hf6H-SEH66b 

'I'Bf'I'%6N-APPbfEA'I'%6N-MBS'I'-APPR6YB-SBEH-AN-APPhiEA'I'i6N-WHEN--A 

EHfbB-bfYBS-Eb6SBR-'1'6-A-H!GH-SEH66b-6P-AN6'1'HER-BfS'I'RfE'I'-'I'HAN 

'1'6--AN¥-HfGH-SEH66b-Wf'I'HfN-'I'HE-EHibB•S-RESfBEN'I'-BiS'I'RiE'I';-'1'6 

PROVIDE THAT THE APPROVAL AGENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPROVE 

A TUITION APPLICATION IF THE RESIDENT DISTRICT PROVIDES 

TRANSPORTATION UNLESS CERTAIN CONDITIONS EXIST; AMENDING 

SECTION 20-5-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATuRE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-5-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-311. High school tuition. (1) Any child may be 

enrolled in and attend a high school outside of the high 

school district in which he resides when such high school is 

located in Montana or in a county of another state that is 

adjacent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of a child wishes to have his child attend a school ~nder 

the provisions of this section, he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before July 1 

of the schoo~ fiscal year for which he seeks approval except 

~>n> "•"',''"' co"""' 
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HB 0497/05 

in those cases when substantial changes in circumstances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

application shall be made on a tuition agreement form 

supplied by the county superintendent. The trustees of the 

district of residence, the trustees of the district in which 

the child wishes to attend school, and the county 

superintendent are the approval agents for tuition to 

another high school within the county. The county 

superintendent of the county of residence and the trustees 

of the district in which the child wishes to attend school 

are the approval agents for attendance outside the county. 

(2) ~The approval agents ~k~ii ~SHALL approve a 

tuition application when a child lives closer to a high 

school of another district than any high school located 

within his resident district or when, due to road or 

geographic conditions, it is impractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. ;~-app~o•±~~-~~e"-e-~ttie±on 

app%±eat±o~ 

~ However, the approval agents are not required to 

approve a tuition application for a student seeking to 

attend a high school outside the state of Montana or the 

resident district if the resident district provides 

transportation~ HNbESS--AN¥--6P--'I'HE--P6bb6W!N6--E6NB!~f6HS 

EK!S'I'. THIS EXCEPTION DOES NOT APPLY WHEN: 

l!l__~H~~ CHILD RESIDES bESS--'I'HAN--3--MibES-PRSM-~HE 

-2- HB 497 
REFERENCE BILL: INCLUDES GOVERNOR'S 
AMENDMENTS DATED '( 11'-li'S 
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S€H99b-~He-€HfbB-W!SHBS-~9-A~~BNB-9R-M9RE-~HAN-i9-MfbBS-PR9M 

AH¥-HfSH-S€HBeb-9P-HfS-RBSfBBN~-B!S~Rf€~•-P9R--~HB--PHRP9SBS 

9P--~HfS--SSBSB€~f9H--tittBttftT--~HB-MfbBASB-tS-MEASHRBB-B¥ 

PRAVEbfNS-~HE-M9S~-BfRB€~-R9H~B-9N--A--MAfNPA!NEB--S~A~B--6R 

€9HNP¥--R9AB•7 IN A COUNTY DIFFERENT THAN THE COUNTY WHEREIN 

THE SCHOOL HE WISHES TO ATTEND IS LOCATED; OR 

tfft-~HB--€HfbB--HAS--BEEN--BE€bARBB--B¥--A--€9SR~---ep 

€9MPE~BN~--aSRfSBI€~!9N--~9--BB--AH--ABHSEB7--NB6bB€~BB7--9R 

BBPEHBBN~-€HfbB-AS-BEPfNBB--tH--4l-3-%9i 7--9R--A--BEbfHeHBN~ 

¥98PH--AS--BBP!NEB--!N--+l-5-%93T-AN9-HAS-BBBN-9RBERBB-P9-BE 

PbA€BB-fN-A-bf€BNSBB-€ARB-tNS~f~H~f9N-WHi€H-fS--APPR9VBB--B¥ 

PHB-BBPARPMBN~-9P-S9€!Ab-AN9-RBHABfbfPAPf9H-SBRVf€BS7-ANB-AS 

A--RBS8bP-9P-PHB-9RBBR,-~HB-€HfbB-fS-RBeefRBB-~9-APPEHB-Hf6H 

S€HBeb-9H~SfBB-9P-~HB-BfS~Rf€~-9P-HfS-RBS!BBH€B7-9R 

tffft(II) THE CHILD HAS ENROLLED IN A HIGH SCHOOL 

OUTSIDE HIS RESIDENT DISTRICT AND HAS RECEIVED AN APPROVED 

TUITION AGREEMENT ON OR BEFORE [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT]. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION (2)(P'{III), THE 

CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO CONTINUE HIS HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN 

THE RECEIVING HIGH SCHOOL OUTSIDE HIS f ~;m-~NT DISTRICT ON 

AN APPROVED TUITION AGREEMENT, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

THIS SECTION. 

ill In approving a tuition agreement under .1'is 

provision, the approval agents may require the chil·' to 

25 attend the high school closest to his residence. The 

-3- HB 497 
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approval agents may approve any other tuition application 

that satisfies the geographic requirements of this section. 

(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application submitted to them under the provisions 

of this section within 15 days after the receipt of the 

application. 

(4) The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of the di$trict where the child 

wishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agreement is disapproved by one or 

more approval agents, the paren~ may appeal such disapproval 

to the county superintendent and, subsequently, to the 

s~perintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

the appeal of controversies in this title. 

(5) The approval of any tuition agreement by all of 

the applicable approval agents or upon appeal shall 

authorize the child named in such agreement to enroll in and 

attend the school named in such agreement for the ensuing 

school fiscal year.'' 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-4- HB 497 


