
HOUSE BILL NO. 482 

INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK, 
JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND, 
J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT 

January 25, 1985 

January 26, 1985 

February 1, 1985 

February 9, 1985 

February 11, 1985 

February 12, 1985 

February 13, 1985 

March 13, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Fiscal Note requested. 

Fiscal Note returned. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass as 
amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 



March 15, 1985 

March 18, 1985 

March 19, 1985 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 46~ Noes, 2. 

Returned to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE 

BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL 

ILL HEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT 

THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH 

EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY 

PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF 

SPECIAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING 

AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH 

13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, AND 13-13-232 THROUGH 

13-13-234, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-201. Voting by el-l!et:or-wto!.en-absent-from-pl:aee 

e£-~e~idenee-or-phy~ieal:iy-ineapaeit~ted-from-going-to-po±i~ 

absentee ballot qualifications. trt A qualified 

registered elector who--wili--be-ab~en~-£rom-the-eotlnty-or 

phy~ieaiiy-ineapaeitated-and-tlnable-to-9o-to--the--polls--on 

the-day-of-eleetion-may-•ote is entitled to vote by absentee . 
~n> ,.,.;,.,, •• Counc" 
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ballot, as p[ovided in this part., if the elector: 

t%t--B%eetioft-;~dge~-who-wili-be-~erv~ftg-ift-a-diE~eren~ 

~reeinee--enan-~he-one-in-whieh-~hey-are-regi~tered-may-vote 

by-absentee-battot• 

(1) expects to be absent from the county or precinct 

at the time of holding the election; 

(2} is physically incapacitated and unable to go to 

the polls on election day: 

(3) suffers from chronic illness or general ill 

health; or 

(4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result 

of an illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m. 

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election 

day. Such health emergency must arise from unforeseen 

circumstances that require the elector to seek health care 

or medical assistance." 

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or 

devices used. (1) In precincts where voting machines or 

devices are used, the election administrator shall if 

necessary print and provide: 

(a) ballots in official form for ~o~~±bi~-8b~~nt-or 

physie~~iy-ine8~8eit8ted qualified electors who may vote 

absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and 

{b) ballot boxes required for precincts in which 

INTRODUCED BILL 
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printed ballots are used. 

(2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall 

be handled as provided in this chapter." 

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-211. Application of absentee, chronically ill, 

or physically incapacitated elector for ballot -- special 

absentee ballot application. ill During a period beginning 

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the 

day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent 

from the county in which his voting precinct is situated, an 

elector in United States service, an elector who is 

chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who 

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical 

incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an 

absentee ballot. 

(2) A qualified elector who is prevented from voting 

at the polls as a result of an illness or health e~ergency 

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding _the 

election and noon on election day may request to vote ~ 

absentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any 

such request received up to and including noon on election 

day. The election administrator is not required to comply 

with a request by an elector who is absent from the county.'' 

Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

nll-13-212. Application for absentee ballot. (l) 
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Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written 

request signed by the applicant and addressed to the 

election administrator of the applicant's county of 

residence. 

(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by 

any elector in the United States service by the federal post 

card application or by any written request signed by the 

applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the 

applicant's county of residence. 

lll__If an elector requests an absentee ballot because 

of a sudden illness or health emergency, the application for 

an absentee ballot may be made by written request signed b_y 

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by 

the special absentee election board provided for in [section 

11]. Such elector may request by telephone or other means to 

have a ballot and application personally delivered to him by 

the ___ spe~al absentee election board at his place of 

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the 

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on 

election day." 

Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election 

administrator -- delivery of ballot. {1) ~he Except as 

provided in subsection (2), the elector shall forward the 

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election 

-4-
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administrator. 

tit The election administrator shall compare the 

signature on the application with the applicant's signature 

on the registration card. If convinced the individual making 

the application is the same as the one whose name appears on 

the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot. 

(2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection 

(1), an elector who requests an absentee ballot pursuant to 

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the special 

absentee election board. Upon receipt of the application, 

the special absentee election board shall examine the 

signatures on the application and voting registration card. 

If the special absentee election board believes that the 

applicant is the same person as the one whose name appears 

on the ~egistration card, the special absentee election 

board shall provide a ballot to the elector." 

Sect.ion 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (l) After 

the elector marks his ballots, he shall fold them so that 

the vote is concealed and so that the official stamp is 

visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots 

should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without 

revealing the vote. 

{2) The elector shall place the ballots in the 

envelope addressed to the election admi~istrator and seal it 

-5-

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0252/01 

securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the 

party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the 

envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in the outer 

envelope with the voted ballots. 

13) The elector shall complete and sign the 

affirmation on the envelope. 

(4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage 

prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator ~~ 

special absentee election board." 

Section 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective 

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated 

elector. (1) As soon as the official ballots are available, 

the election administrator shall permit an elector who is 

present in his county and who has reason to believe that he 

will be absent from the county, ill, or physically 

incapacitated on election day to vote before election day 

before the election administrator. 

{2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

voting. 

(3) If the ballot is marked before the election 

administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as 

if it had come by mail ... 

Section 8. Section 13-13-232, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-232. Delivery of ballots to election judges 

-6-
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ballots to be rejected. (1) If the absentee ballot is 

received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the 

election judges, the election administrator shall deliver 

the envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are 

delivered. 

{2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots 

are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close 

of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately 

deliver the envelopes to the judges. 

(3) If the election administrator receives an absentee 

hallot~ ballot for which an application or request was not 

received p~tor-~e-~oeft-Oft-~fte-day-preeedin9-an-eleet±en-8re 

reeeived--~y--tftl!--el:eetien--ttdm.±n±:s-trator as required by 

13-13-211, or if an absentee bft~~o~~-are ballot is received 

by the election administrator after the close of the polls 

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4), 

~e the election administrator shall endorse upon the 

elector•s envelope the date and exact time of receipt and 

the words 11 to be rejected'~. Absentee ballots so endorsed 

shall be retained by the election administrator and placed 

with the proper records when they are returned to him, 11 

Section 9. Section 13-13-233, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-233. 

certificate. (1) 

Issue and record of absentee ballots 

The absentee ballots delivered shall be 

regular official ballots beginning with ballot number 1 and 

-7-
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following consecutively according to the number of 

applications fer absentee ballots. 

(2) The election administrator shall keep a record of 

all absentee ballots delivered, as well as of ballots marked 

before him. 

13) The election administrator shall deliver to the 

chief election judges to whom the ballots are delivered a 

certificate stating: 

Ia) the number of absentee ballots delivered as well 

as those marked before him; 

(b} the number of ballots retained for late absentee 

voting; and 

(c) the names of the electors to whom such ballots 

were delivered or by whom they have been marked if marked 

before him. 

t4t--Th~---e~i~f---~i~et±on---jtld9e--sh8ll--post--±n--8 

eonsp±etlotls-loeae±on-at-the-poli±nq--pl8ee--a--i±~t--or--t~e 

nBme~--o£--eleetors--appearing--on--the-eertificate-reqH±red 

Hnder-sHbseetion-t3t~n 

Section 10. section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"13-13-234. Duty of election judges -- pollbook. ( 1) 

The election judges, at the opening of the polls, shall note 

on the pollbook opposite the numbers corresponding to the 

number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots 

-8-
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were issued and reserve the numbers for the absentL 

chronically ill, or physically incapacitated electors~ 

well as those electors prevented from voting at the polls 

because of a sudden illness or health emergency. ~he 

~oeet~on-may--be--made--by--wrie±ng--~h~--wo~d~--"absen~--or 

phys±eci%y-~necpce±~ated-votersu-oppos±te-the-namberso 

(2) The election judges shall insert only the name of 

the elector entitled to each particular number according to 

the certificate of the election administrator and the number 

of his ballot." 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Special absentee election 

boards members 

administrator shall 

appointment. (1) The election 

designate and appoint a number of 

special absentee election boards as needed to serve in 

various places to deliver ballots to electors who are 

entitled to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4). 

(2) In a partisan election, each special absentee 

election board shall consist of two members, one from each 

of the two political parties receiving the highest votes in 

the state during the last preceding general election, Board 

members must reside in the county in which they serve. 

(3) No member of a special absentee election board may 

be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother, 

or sister of a candidate whose name appears on a ballot in 

the county. 

-9-
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special absentee election board from 

electors prepared in substantially 

provided in 13-4-102. If the list is 

LC 0252/01 

of selection. The 

appointments to the 

lists of qualified 

the same manner as 

insufficient to make 

all the appointments required, the election administrator 

may appoint any qualified registered elector from the 

county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to 

appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special 

absentee election board. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Oath of board members. 

Before the polls open, each member of a special absentee 

election board must take and subscribe the official oath in 

the same manner as prescribed for an election judge in 

13-4-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Compensation. ( 1) Each 

member of a special absentee election board is entitled to 

compensation for the number of hours worked. 

{2) Each member of a special absentee election board 

is entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses 

incurred while delivering ballots on election day. 

{3) The election administrator shall pay each member 

the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same 

manner as for an election judge as provided for in 

13-4-106(1). 

-10-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

LC 0252/01 

NEW SECTION. Section 15. Voting performed before the 

special absentee election board. (1) As provided in 

13-13-201(4), a qualified elector who becomes ill or is 

prevented from voting at the polls because of a health 

emergency may vote by absentee ballot. Pursuant to 

13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special 

absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him. 

(2) The manner and procedure of voting by use of an 

absentee ballot under this section must be the same as 

provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the 

marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee 

election board, and the board must deliver the sealed 

envelope to the election administrator or to the election 

judges of the precinct in which the elector is registered. 

(3) An absentee ballot cast by a qualified elector 

pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election 

17 administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the 

18 board before the time designated for the closing of the 

19 polls. 

20 (4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his 

21 ballot because of physical incapacity or inability to read 

22 or write may receive assistance from the special absentee 

23 election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot. 

24 Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this 

25 section must be provided in substantially the same manner as 

-11-
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required in 13-13-119. 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Authorization to increase 

county mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not 

exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary to finance the 

additional cost of administering a special absentee election 

board program pursuant to [sections ll through 15]. Such 

mill levy may not be included as part of any existing mill 

levr or special mill levy assessed by the county. The amount 

of any mill levy adopted under this section must be 

reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services 

as required by [sections ll through 15]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Codification instruction. 

Sections 11 through 16 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to sections 11 through 16. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN240~85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 26 , 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for H.B. 482 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used. in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION 
An act amending the laws relating to absentee voting to allow voting by absentee ballot if an elector suffers from 
chronic illness or general ill health, or if the elector is prevented from voting at the polls ~s a result of a sudden 
illness or health emergency on election day or in the days immediately preceding the election; providing for the crea
tion of special absentee election boards in the counties; providing authorization to increase the county mill levy for 
the purpose of administering the provisions of this act. 

ASSUMPTIONS 
H.B. #482 will have no effect on state revenues. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES 
Each county may levy up to 1 mill to finance the special absentee election board. A 1 mill levy would have raised 
approximately $2.3M statewide in tax year 1984. The amounts that could be raised by a particular county varies signifi
cantly, however. For example a 1 mill levy in Golden Valley County would generate approximately $5,200, while a 1 mill 
levy in Rosebud County would generate $244,000. 

l)tWI/;:J i ILL v ~---. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ;:;! / . />!~-
7 . Hr3 l..{t~ 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 482 

INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK, 

JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND, 

J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS 

RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE 

BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL 

ILL HEALTH, OR IE' THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT 

THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH 

EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY 

PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF 

SPECIAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING 

AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; ANB 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH 

13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, ANB 13-13-232 ~HR8H6H~ 

13-13-234, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-201. Voting by e~e~tor-vhen-8bsent-Erom-p~~ee 

e~-re~tdenee-or-phy~iea~iy-tneap8eitated-£rom-9o±n9-to-po~i~ 

absentee ballot qualifications. tl-t A qualified 

registered elector who--w±±±--be-eh~ent-£ram-the-eonnty-or 
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phys±caiiy-±ncapae±tated-a~d-tt~abie-eo-go-to--the--~oi%~--on 

the-day-o£-e%eetion-may-~ote is entitled to vote by absentee 

ballot, as provided in this part~, if the elector: 

t%t--B±eetion-jtld~e~-v~o-wi±i-be-~e~~ing-+"-a-dif£e~ent 

pree±net--than-the-one-±n-which-they-are-regi~tered-may-vote 

by-ab~entee-baliot• 

(l) expects to be absent from the county or precinc~ 

at the time of holdin~~he election; 

(2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to 

the polls on election day; 

(3} ~uffers from chronic illness or general ill 

health; or 

(4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result 

of an illness or health emergency occurri~ between 5 p.m. 

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election 

~ Such health emergency must arise from unforeseen 

circumstances that require the elector t(_)_ s.~~k health care 

or medical assistance.n 

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or 

devices used. (1) In precincts where voting machines or 

devices are used, the election administrator shall if 

necessary print and provide: 

(a) ballots in official form Ear p~~~ibT~-~b~~nt-o~ 

phy~±e~Z±y-±ne~pae±tated qualified electors who may vote 
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absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and 

(b) ballot boxes required for precincts in which 

printed ballots are used. 

(2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall 

be handled as provided in this chapter." 

0[ 

Section 3. 

"13-13-211. 

physically 

Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

Application of absentee, chronically ill, 

incapacitated elector for ballot -- special 

absentee bal1ot application, .i!l During a period beginning 

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the 

day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent 

from the county in which his voting precinct is situated, an 

elector in United States service, an elector who is 

chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who 

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical 

incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an 

absentee ballot. 

(2) A qualified elector who is prevented from votin~ 

at the polls as a result of an illness or health emergency 

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the 

election and noon on election day may request to vote by 

absentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any 

such request received up to and including noon on election 

day. The election administrator is not required to comply 

with a request by an elector who is absent from the county." 
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Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-212. Application fot absentee ballot. (l) 

Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written 

request signed by the applicant and addressed to the 

election administrator of the applicant's county of 

residence. 

(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by 

any elector in the United States service by the federal post 

card application or by any written request signed by the 

applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the 

applicant's county of residence. 

(3) If an elector requests an absentee ballot because 

of a sudden illness or health emergency, the application for 

an absentee ballot may be made by written request signed by 

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by 

the special absentee election board provided for in (section 

%% 10). Such elector may request by telephone or other means 

to have a ballot and application personally delivered to him 

by the special absentee election board at his place of 

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the 

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on 

election day." 

Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election 

administrator -- delivery of ballot. (1) ~he Except as 
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provided in subsection (2), the elector shall (orward the 

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election 

administrator. 

t~t The election administrator shall compare the 

signature on the application with the applicant's signature 

on the registration card. If convinced the individual making 

the application is the same as the one whose name appears on 

the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot. 

(2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection 

( 1), an elector who requests an absentee ba!}~_-t:._ _ _pur~-~~~ 

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the special 

absentee election board. Upon receipt of the applic!tion, 

the special absentee el~ction board shall examine the 

signatures on 

registration 

COPY OF THE voting 

card TO BE PROVIDED BY THE ELECTION 

the application and A 

ADMINISTRATOR. If the special absentee e~ec:_~ion board 

believes that the applicant is the same person as the one 

whose name appears on the registration card, the special 

absentee election board shall provide -~~~~ to the 

elector." 

Section 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (ll After 

the elector marks his ballots, he shall Eold them so that 

the vote is concealed and so that the official stamp is 

visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots 
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should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without 

revealing the vote. 

(2) The elector shall place the ballots in the 

envelope addressed to the election administrator and seal it 

securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the 

party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the 

envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in the outer 

envelope with the voted ballots. 

(3) The elector shall 

affirmation on the envelope. 

(4) The elector shall 

complete 

mail the 

and sign the 

envelope, postage 

prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator oc the 

special_ absentee election board." 

Section 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective 

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated 

elector. (1) As soon as the official ballots are available, 

the election administrator shall permit an elector who is 

present in his county and who has reason to believe that he 

will be absent from the county, ill, or physically 

incapacitated on election day to vote before election day 

before the election administrator. 

(2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

voting. 

(3) If the ballot is marked before the election 
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administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as 

if it had come by mail." 

Section B. Section 13-13-232, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-232. Delivery of ballots to election judges 

ballots to be rejected. ( 1) If the absentee ballot is 

received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the 

election judges, the election administrator shall deliver 

the envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are 

delivered. 

(2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots 

are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close 

of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately 

deliver the envelopes to the judges. 

(3) If the election administrator receives an absentee 

~a%%ote ballot for which an application or request was not 

received p~~or-to-noon-o"-the-day-preeee±~q-an-e±eet±on-~re 

reee±ved--by--the--e~eet±on--adm±n±strato~ as required by 

13-13-211, or if an absentee ~a±iot~-are ~lot is received 

by the election administrator after the close of the polls 

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to _13-13-201{4}, 

he t~e election administrator shall endorse upon the 

elector's envelope the date and exact time of receipt and 

the words "to be rejected". Absentee ballots so endorsed 

shall be retained by the election administrator and placed 

with the proper records when they are returned to him." 
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Seet±on-9o--Seetion-t3-±3-%337-M€A,-i~-amended-to-read~ 

~~3-i3-~33o--!eeue-and-reeor~-of--ab~entee--baliote---

eert±f±eate.---tlt--The--abeentee-ba%iote-~~l±vered-eha±±-be 

regttlar-o££ie±a±-~a±±ot~-beginn±nq-w±th-baiiot-namber-~--and 

£oilowing---eoneee~tiv~±y---aeeording---to---the--n~mber--o£ 

appi±eat±ons-£or-abeen~ee-ballotso 

tZt--~he-eleetion-administrator-sha±l-kee~-a-reeord--o£ 

a%1-ab~entee-ballots-deiivered,-as-well-e~-o£-batlot~-marked 

~efore-himo 

t3t--~he--eieetion--admin±~trator--~fta~i-deiiver-to-the 

ehief-eieet±on-jttd9ee-to-wftom-the-ballots--are--dei±vered--a 

eert±£ieate-statin9~ 

tat--the--nttmber--of-ab~entee-ba±lote-deiivered-as-we%1 

as-those-marked-before-htm; 

tbt--the-namber-o£-bellots-reta±ned-for--late--absentee 

voting;-and 

tet--the--names--oE--the--eleetors-to-whom-sttek-ballots 

were-delivere~-er-by-whom-they-ha~e-been--marked--if--marked 

before-him. 

f4t--~he---ehief---eleetion---judqe--ehalt--post--in--a 

eone~ieuotts-ioeation-at-the-poliinq--plaee--a--list--o£--the 

namee--of--eteetore--appearing--on--the-ee~tifieate-reqa±red 

ander-sabseetion-t3t•u 

Section 9. Section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-234. Duty of election judges pollbook. ( 1) 
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The election judges, at the opening of the polls. shall note 

on the pollbook opposite the numbers corresponding to the 

number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots 

were issued and reserve the numbers for the absentL 

chronically ill, or physically incapacitated electors~ 

well as those elec~revented from voting at the polls 

because of a sudden illness or health em~r~. TM~ 

fto~at±on--may--be--mede--by--wr±tiftg--~he--words--uab~ene-er 

phyeieaiiy-iftea~aeieaeed-vo~er~U-oppo~±te-the-n~mbers~ 

(2) The election judges shall insert only the name of 

the elector entitled to each particular number according to 

the certificate of the election administrator and the number 

of his ballot.'' 

NE~_SE..f.'!:ION. Section 10. Special absentee election 

boards members appointment. (1) The election 

administrator shall designate and appoint a number of 

special absentee election boards as needed to serve in 

various places to deliver ballots to electors who are 

entitled to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4). 

(2) In a partisan election, each special absentee 

election board shall consist of two members, one from each 

of the two political parties receiving the highest votes in 

the state during the last preceding general election. Board 

members must reside in the county in which they serve. 

(3) No member of a special abs~ntee election board may 
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be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother, 

or sister of a candidate whos~ OR OF A CANDIDATE'S SPOUSE OR 

THE SPOUSE OF ANY ONE OF THESE IF THE CANDIDATE'S name 

appears on a ballot in the county. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Manner of selection. The 

election administrator shall make appointments to the 

special absentee election board from lists of qualified 

electors prepared in substantially the same manner as 

provided in 13-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make 

all the appointments required, the election administrator 

may appoint any qualified registered elector from the 

county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to 

appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special 

absentee election board. 

NEW SECTION. Section 12. Oath of board members. 

Before •ne--poil•-ope" ASSUMING ANY OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES 

UNDER [THIS ACT], each member of a special absentee election 

board must take and subscribe the official oath in the same 

manner as prescribed for an election judge in 13-4-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Compensation. ( 1) Each 

member of a special absentee election board is entitled to 

compensation for the number of hours worked. 

(2) Each member of a special absentee election board 

is entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses 

incurred while delivering ballots on election day. 
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(3} The election administrator shall pay each member 

the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same 

manner as for an election judge as provided for in 

13-4-106(1) 0 

NEW SECTION. 

special absentee 

Section 14. Voting 

election board. ( 1) 

performed before the 

As provided in 

13-13-201(4), a qualified elector who becomes ill or is 

prevented from voting at the polls because of a health 

emergency may vote by absentee ballot. Pursuant to 

13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special 

absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him. 

(2) The manner and procedure of voting by use of an 

absentee ballot under this section must be the same as 

provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the 

marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee 

election board, and the board must deliver the sealed 

envelope to the election administrator or to the election 

judges of the precinct in which the elector is registered. 

(3) An absentee ballot cast by a qualified elector 

pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election 

administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the 

board before the time designated for the closing of the 

polls. 

(4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his 

25 ballot because of physical incapacity or inability to read 
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or write may receive assistance from the special absentee 

election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot. 

Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this 

section must be provided in substantially the same manner as 

required in 13-13-119. 

NEW SECTION. Section 15. Authorization to increase 

county mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not 

exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary to finance the 

additional cost of administering a special absentee election 

board program pursuant to [sections±± 10 through ~S 14]. 

Such mill levy may not be included as part of any existing 

mill levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The 

amount of any mill levy adopted under this section must be 

reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services 

as required by [sections rr ~through rs 14]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Codification instruction. 

Sections ll 10 through 16 ~are intended to be codified as 

an integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to sections ±± 10 through ±6 15. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1985. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 482 

INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK, 

JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND, 

J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS 

RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING TO , ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE 

BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL 

ILL HEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT 

THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH 

EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY 

PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF 

SPECIAL.ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING 

AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; ANB 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH 

13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, ANB 13-13-232 ~HRSHGH, AND 

13-13-234, MCA; AN)) PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-201. Voting by eieetor-wheft-abeeftt-Erom-piaee 

of-~esidenee-er-phyeieaiiy-ine8pae~tat~~-£rom-qo±ng-to-pe%%s 

absentee ballot qualifications. ttt A qualified 

registered elector who--vil%--8e-abseft~-£rem-~he-eoHnty-~r 

~•n• '"""""""c...-
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physiea%%y-ineapaeitated-and-Hnab%e-to-qo-to--the--poiis--on 

the-day-o£-e%eetion-may-vote is entitled to vote by absentee 

ballot, as provided in this partT, if the elector: 

tit--B%eet±on-jHd~es-whe-w~%l-be-serT%ftg-~n-a-d~~feren~ 

pree~net--thaft-tfte-ene-in-wh~eh-they-are-reg~s~ered-may-ve~e 

by-absentee-bai%ot• 

(l) expects to be absent from the county or precinct 

AND UNABLE TO VOTE IN PERSON at the time of holding the 

election; 

(2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to 

the polls on election day~ 

(3) suffers from chronic illness or general ill 

health; or 

(4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result 

of an illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m. 

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election 

day. Such health emergency must arise from unforeseen 

circumstances that require the elector to seek health care 

or medical assistance.'' 

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or 

devices used. 11) In precincts where voting machines or 

devices are used, the election administrator shall if 

necessary print and provide: 

(a) ballots in official form for pess~ei@--sbse"t--er 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB ~82 
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physiear±y--ifte~paei~a~ed qualified electors who may vote 

absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and 

(b) ballot boxes required for precincts in which 

printed ballots are used. 

{2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall 

be handled as provided in this chapter~" 

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-211. Application of absentee, chronically ill, 

or physically incapacitated elector for ballot special 

absentee ballot application. ill During a period beginning 

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the 

day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent 

from the county in which his voting precinct is situated, an 

elector in United States service, an elector who is 

' chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who 

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical 

incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an 

absentee ballot. ~ 

(2) A qualified elector who is prevented from voting 

at the polls as a result of an illness or health emergency 

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the 

election and noon on election day may request to vote by 

absentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any 

such request received up to and including noon on election 

day. The election administrator is not required to comply 
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with a request by an elector who is absent from the county." 

Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-212. Application for absentee ballot. ( l) 

Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written 

request signed by the applicant and addressed to the 

election administrator of the applicant's county of 

residence. 

{2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by 

any elector in the United States service by the federal post 

card application or by any written request signed by the 

applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the 

applicant's county of residence. 

( 3) If an elector requests an absentee ballot because 

of a sudden illness or health emergency, the application for 

an absentee ballot may be made by written request signed .by 

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by 

the special absentee election board provided for in [section 

I% 10]. Such elector may request by telephone or other means 

to have a ballot and application personally delivered to him 

by the special absentee election board at his place of 

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the 

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on 

election day." 

Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election 
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administrator -- delivery of ballot. {1) ~he Except as 

provided in subsection (2), the elector shall forward the 

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election 

administrator. 

tit The election administrator shall compare the 

signature on the application with the applicant's signature 

on the registration card. If convinced_ the individual making 

the application is the same as the one whose name appears on 

the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot. 

(2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection 

(1), an elector who requests an absentee ballot pursuant to 

13-13-212(3} may return the application to the special 

absentee election board. Upon receipt of the application, 

the special absentee election board shall examine the 

signatures on the application and A COPY OF THE votinq 

registration card TO BE PROVIDED BY THE ELECTION 

ADMINISTRATOR. If the special absentee election board 

believes that the applicant is the same person as the one 

whose name appears on the registration card, the special 

absentee election board shall provide a ballot to the 

elector ... 

Section 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. ( 1) After 

the elector marks his ballots, he shall fold them so that 

the vote is concealed and so that the official stamp is 
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visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots 

should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without 

revealing the vote. 

(2) The elector shall place the ballots in the 

envelope addressed to the election administrator and seal it 

securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the 

party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the 

envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in 

envelope with the voted ballots. 

(3) The elector shall complete and 

affirmation on the envelope. 

the outer 

sign the 

(4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage 

prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator or the 

special absentee election board ... 

Section 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective 

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated 

elector. {1) As soon as the official ballots are available, 

the election administrator shall permit an elector who is 

present in his county and who has reason to believe that he 

will be absent from the county, 

incapacitated on election day to vote 

before the election administrator. 

ill, or physically 

before election day 

(2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

votinq. 
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(3) If the ballot is ma~ked before the election 

administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as 

if it had come by mail." 

Section a. Section 13-13-232, MCA, is amended to read: 

••13-13-232. Delivery of ballots to election judges 

ballots to be rejected. ( 1) If the absentee ballot is 

received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the 

election judges, the election administrator shall deliver 

the envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are 

delivered. 

(2} If absentee ballots are received after the ballots 

are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close 

of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately 

deliver the envelopes to the judges.· 

(3) If the election administrator receives an absentee 

ba%io~s ballot for which an application or request was not 

received prior-to-noon-on-the-day-preeed±ng-an-e±eetion--a~e 

reeeiVed--by--the--e±eet±on--adm±ni~t~ator as required by 

13-13-211, or -if an absentee ba:t±ot~-are ballot is received 

by the election administrator after the close of the polls 

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4), 

he the election administrator shall endorse upon the 

elector's envelope the date and exact time of receipt and 

the words 11 to be rejected 11
• Absentee ballots so endorsed 

shall be retained by the election administrator and placed 
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with the proper records when they are returned to him." 

Seet±on-9~--seet%on-±3-±3-~33;-M€A7-~~-amended-to-read~ 

"±3-i3-i33~--fss~e--and--reeord--o£-aO~~ntee-baiiots--

eer~i£±eate•--t%t-~he-absentee-ba±±oes--de±~vered--shei%--be 

reg~%er--o££ieiai-ba~%e~s-beginn±ng-wit~-beitot-ndmb~r-%-a~d 

£o%%owing--eonsee~tive%y--aeeord±nq---to---t~e---n~mbe~---e£ 

app%~ea~~ens-£e~-absefttee-ba%iots. 

t~t--fhe--eleee±on-administretor-sfta%%-~eep-e-reeord-e£ 

aii-absen~ee-baiiots-delive~ed,-es-we%%-a~-of-baliots-mar~ed 

before-him• 

t3t--~he-e%eet±on-adm±n±strater-shall--deli~er--~o--ehe 

ehie£--e±ee~±on--jddges--to-whem-the-ea±lees-are-delivered-a 

eert±r±eaee-stat±ng~ 

tat--the-n~mber-e£-absentee-baliots-de±±vered--as--well 

as-tftese-ma~ked-berere-him~ 

tbt--the--n~mber--e£-bai±oes-re~a±fteO-for-iate-absentee 

vot±nq~-and 

tet--tfte-names-o£-the-eieeters--to--wnom--s~eh--bal%ots 

were--de±±vered--or--by-wftom-they-have-been-ma~ked-±£-mar~ed 

befere-h~m. 

t4t--~he--eh±ef--eleetion--j~d~e--shai~---pest---±ft---a 

eensp±e~o~s--leeatio"--at--the--pe±±±ng--piaee-a-i±st-of-the 

name~-or-e±ectors--appear±ng--en--tfte--ce~ei£±eate--reqtt±red 

~nder-subsect±on-t3t•• 

Section 9. Section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"'-3-l3-234. Duty of election judges --pollbook. (l) 

The elec~ion judges, at the opening of the polls, shall note 

on the pollbook opposite the numbers corresponding to the 

number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots 

were issued and reserve the numbers for the absentL 

chronically ill, or physically incapacitated electors~ 

well as ~hose electors prevented from voting at the polls 

because of a sudden illness or health emergency. ~he 

ftotaeio"-may--be--made--by--wr±e±ftg--ehe--words--~abseftt--er 

pftysiea%%y-~fteapaeitated-vcters•-opposite-the-ft~mbers~ 

(2) The election judges shall insert only the name of 

the elector entitled to each particular number according to 

the cer:i!icate of the election administrator and the number 

of his ballot." 

NE• SECTION. Section 10. Special absentee election 

boards members 

adminis~rator shall 

appointment. (1) The election 

designate and appoint a number of 

specia: absentee election boards as needed to serve in 

various places to deliver ballots to electors who are 

entitlec to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4). 

( 2 i In a partisan election, each special absentee 

elect~~~ board shall consist of two members, one from each 

of the :~o political parties receiving the highest votes in 

the s:a:e during the last preceding general election. Board 

member= ::-.ust reside in the county in which they serv_e. 
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(3) No member of a special absentee election board may 

be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother, 

or sister of a candidate wheee OR OF A CANDIDATE'S SPOUSE OR 

THE SPOUSE OF ANY ONE OF THESE IF THE CANDIDATE'S name 

appears on a ballot in the county. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Manner of selection. The 

election administrator shall make appointments to the 

special absentee election board from lists of qualified 

electors prepared in substantially the same manner as 

provided in 13-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make 

all the appointments required, the election administrator 

may appoint any qualified registered elector ·from the 

county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to 

appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special 

absentee election board. 

board members. ·NEW SECTION. Section 12. Oath of 

Before the-peiie-epen ASSUMING ANY OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES 

UNDER [THIS ACT], each member of a special absentee election 

board must take and subscribe the official oath in the same 

manner as prescribed for an election judge in 13-4-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Compensation. (1) Each 

member of a special absentee election board is entitled to 

compensation for the number of hours worked. 

(2) Each member of a special absentee election board 

is entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses 
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incurred while delivering ballots on election day. 

(3) The election administrator shall pay each member 

the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same 

manner as for an election judge as provided for in 

13-4-106(1) 0 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Voting performed befo~e the 

special absentee election board. (1) As provided in 

13-13-201(4), a qualified eleCtor who becomes ill or is 

prevented from voting at the pollS because of a health 

emergency may vote by absentee ballot. Pursuant to 

13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special 

absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him. 

(2) The manner and pcocedure of voting by use of an 

absentee ballot under this section must be the same as 

provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the 

marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee 

election board, and the board must deliver the sealed 

envelope to the election administrator or to the election 

judges of the precinct in which the elector is registered. 

(3) An absentee ballot cast by a qualified elector 

pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election 

administrator if -the ballot was in the possession of the 

board before the time designated for the closing of the 

24 polls. 

25 {4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his 
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ballot because of physical incapacity or inability to read 

or write may receive assistance from the special absentee 

election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot. 

Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this 

section must be provided in substantially the same manner as 

required in 13-13-119. 

NEW SECTION. Section 15. Authorization to increase 

county mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not 

exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary to finance the 

additional cost of administering a special absentee election 

board program pursuant to [sections ~i l£ through iS !!l· 

Such mill levy may not be included as part of any existing 

mill levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The 

amount of any mill levy adopted under this section must be 

reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services 

as required by [sections~~ !Q through i5 l!1· 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Codification instruction. 

Sections ii 10 through ±6 15 are intended to be codified as 

an integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to sections %% 10 through %6 l2· 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1985. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 482 

INTRODUCED BY PISTOR!A, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK, 

JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND, 

J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS 

RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE 

BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL 

ILL HEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT 

THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH 

EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY 

PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF 

SPECIAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING 

AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; ANB 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH 

13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, ANB 13-13-232 ~HR666H, AND 

13-13-234, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-"!3-201. Voting by ~~eeeor-wl'teft-ab~ent-£rom-ptaee 

e£-~estd~nee-or-pl'tysiea%iy-ineapaeitated-Erom-qoinq-te-petts 

absentee ballot qualific.:ations. tJ:t A qualified 

registered elector w~o--w~tt--be-absent-£rom-the-co~nty-er 

~.,. """""'" '~""' 
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physiea~~y-±neapaeitated-and-~nabte-to-~e-te--the--petts--en 

the-day-o£-eieet±on-may-~ote is entitled to Vote by absentee 

ballot, as provided in this parto, if the elector: 

t~t--Bteet±on-jttdge~-w~o-w±it-be-serY±nq-±n-e-d±££eren~ 

preeinet--than-the-one-±n-which-they-are-registered-may-~oee 

by-~bsentee-ba±±etT 

(l) expects to be absent from the county or precinct 

AND UNABLE TO VOTE IN PERSON at the time of holding the 

election; 

(2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to 

the polls on election day; 

(3) suffers from chronic illness or general ill 

health; or 

(4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result 

of an illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m. 

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election 

day. Such health emergency must ?rise from unforeseen 

circumstances that require the elector to seek health care 

or medical assistance." 

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or 

devices used. (1) In precincts where voting machines or 

devices are used, the election administrator shall if 

necessary print and provide: 

(a) ballots in official form-for possibie~-absent--er 
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pbyst-eediy--±n:ee:('e:e.±tai:ed qua 1 if led electors who may vote 

absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and 

(b) ballot boxes required for precincts in which 

printed ballots are used. 

(2} Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall 

be handled as provided in this chapter." 

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read; 

''13-13-211. Application of absentee, chronically ill, 

or physically incapacitated elector for ballot special 

absentee ballot application. ill During a period beginning 

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the 

day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent 

from the county in which his voting precinct is situated, an 

elector in United States service, an elector who is 

chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who 

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical 

incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an 

absentee ballot. 

(2) A qualified elector who is prevented from voting 

at the polls as a result of an illness or health emergency 

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the 

election and noon on election day may request to vote by 

absentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any 

such request received up to and including noon on election 

day. The election administrator is not required to comply 
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with a request by an elector who is absent from the county ... 

Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-212. Application for absentee ballot. ( 1) 

Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written 

request signed by the applicant and addressed to the 

election administrator of the applicant's county of 

residence. 

(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by 

any elector in the United States service by the federal post 

card application or by any written request signed by the 

applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the 

applicant's county of residence. 

(3) If an elector requests an absentee ballot because 

of a sudden illness or health emergency, _the application for 

an absentee ballot may be made by written request signed by 

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by 

the spec~_~_! absentee election board provided for in [section 

iT 10]. Such elector may request by telephone or other means 

to have a ballot and application personally delivered to him 

by the special absentee election board at his place of 

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the 

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on 

election day." 

Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election 
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administrator -- delivery of ballot. (l} 4fhe Except as 

provided in subs_ection {2), the elector shall forward the 

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election 

administrator. 

tit The election administrator shall compare the 

signature on the application with the applicant's signature 

on the registration card. If convinced the individual making 

the application is the same as the one whose name appears on 

the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot. 

(2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection 

(1), an elector who requests an absentee ballot pursuant to 

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the special 

absentee election board. Upon receipt of the application, 

the _.special absentee election board shall examine the 

signatures on the application and A COPY OF THE voting 

registration card TO BE PROVIDED BY THE ELECTION 

ADMINISTRATOR. If the special absentee election board 

believes that the applicant is the same person as t~e one 

whose name appears on the registration card, the special 

absentee election board shall provide a ballot to the 

elector.'' ---------

Section 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read: 

''13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (1) After 

the elector marks his ballots, he shall fold them so that 

the vote is concealed and so that the official stamp 1s 
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visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots 

should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without 

revealing the vote. 

(2) The elector shall place the ballots in the 

envelope addressed to the election administrator and seal it 

securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the 

party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the 

envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in the outer 

envelope with the voted ballots. 

(3) The elector shall complete and sign the 

affirmation on the envelope. 

(4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage 

prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator or the 

special absentee election board.u 

Section 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read: 

ulJ-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective 

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated 

elector. (l) As soon as the official ballots are available, 

the election administrator shall permit an elector who is 

present in his county and who has reason to believe that he 

will be absent from the county, ill, or physically 

incapacitated on election day to vote before election day 

before the election administrator. 

t2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

voting. 
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(3) If the ballot is marked before the election 

administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as 

if it had come by mail.'' 

Section 8. Section 13-13-232, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-232. Delivery of ballots to election judges 

ballots to be rejected. (1) If the absentee ballot is 

received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the 

election judges, the election administrator shall deliver 

the envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are 

delivered. 

(2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots 

are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close 

of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately 

deliver the envelopes to the judges. 

(3) If the election administrator receives an absentee 

baiiots ~ for which an application or request was not 

received prior-te-noe"-e"-the-day-preeedi"g-a"-e±eet+e~--a~e 

reee±~ed--by--~he--eleet~e"--~dmi"istrato~ as required~ 

13-13-211, or if ~ absentee ba±iot3-are ball~t is received 

by the election administrator after the close of the polls 

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4) 1 

ne the election administrator shall endorse upon the 

elector's envelope the date and exact time of receipt and 

the words ''to be rejected". Absentee ballots so endorsed 

shall be retained by the election administrator and placed 
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with the proper records when they are returned to him.·,, 

Sectien-9~--seetio~-~3-±3-~33,-MEAr-i~-ame"ded-to-read~ 

~±3-±3-~33~--f~3tte--and--reeerd--of-~Csentee-ba~tot~--

eert±£±eateo--t±t-~he-ab~entee-baitet~--de±%~ered--~hall--~e 

reqni~r--err±e±a±-bsl±ots-beq±nn±nq-w±th-ee±tot-namber-l-and 

£ollew±ng--eo~see~ti~eiy--~eeordi~g---~o---the---nttmber---o~ 

app±ieation~-£or-~b~entee-baiio~s~ 

tZt--~he--eleet±o~-adm±n±strater-~hall-~eep-a-reeerd-of 

a±±-absentee-bailots-dei±veredr-as-we~l-as-o£-baiiets-mar~ed 

be£er~-h±m~ 

t3t--The-e~eet±en-adm±n±~trator-shai±--dei±~e~--~o--the 

eh±ef--eieetion--jttdqes--to-whom-the-ba±±ots-are-deitvered-a 

eert+~±eate-statinq~ 

tat--the-number-of-absentee-bailots-de±ivered--as--we~i 

as-tho~e-marked-before-h±m; 

tbt--the--~ttmber--o£-baliots-reta±ned-for-iate-ab~entee 

votinq;-and 

tet--the-nomes-of-the-e±eeter~--to--whom--~~eh--baiiots 

were--de~ivered--or--by-whom-they-have-been-mar~ed-~f-mark~d 

before-h~m. 

t+t--~he--ehief--eleet±on--jad9e--sha±l---pest---±n---a 

eonspic~oas--loeat±o~--at--the--po±ling--p±aee-a-list-o£-the 

nemes-e£-elec~ors--app~ar~n9--en--~ne--eert%f%caee--r~~~~red 

~nder-s~bsec~ion-t3t~u 

Section 9. Section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"13-13-234. Duty of election judges -- pollbook. (1) 

Th~ elec·tton judges, at the opening of the polls, shall note 

on the pollbook opposite the numbers corresponding to the 

number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots 

were issued and reserve the numbers for the absentL 

chronically ill, or physically incapacitated electors~ 

well as those electors prevented from voting at the polls 

because of a sudden illness or health emergency. ~he 

notat%en-mey--be--made--by--wr±t±"~--t~e--words--uab~ent--or 

p~y~±eei}y-incapae±tate~-¥oter~~-oppos~te-the-n~mbers~ 

(2) The election judges shall insert only the name of 

the elector entitled to each particular number according to 

the certificate of the election administrator and the number 

of his ballot."' 

NEW SECT ION. Section 10. Special 

boards members appointment. 

absentee 

(l) The 

election 

election 

administrator shall designate and appoint a number of 

special absentee election boards as needed to serve in 

various places to deliver ballots to electors who are 

entitled to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4). 

( 2) In a partisan election, each special absentee 

election Doard shall consist of two members, one from ea..:h 

of the two political parties receiving the highest votes in 

the state during the last preceding general election. Board 

members mus~ re~ide in the county in which they serve. 
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(3) No member of a special absentee election board may 

be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother, 

or sister of a candidate wftoee OR OF A CANDIDATE'S SPOUSE OR 

THE SPOUSE OF ANY ONE OF THESE IF THE CANDIDATE'S name 

appears on a ballot in the county. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Manner of selection. The 

election administrator shall make 

special absentee election board from 

electors prepared in substantially 

appointments to the 

lists of qualified 

the same manner as 

provided in 13-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make 

all the appointments required, the election administrator 

may appoint any qualified registered elector from the 

county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to 

appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special 

absentee election board. 

NEW SECTION. Section 12. Oath of board members. 

Before the-po±±~-ope" ASSUMING ANY OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES 

UNDER (THIS ACT], each member of a special absentee election 

board must take and subscribe the official oath in the same 

manner as prescribed for an election judge in 13-4-105. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Compensation. ( 1) Each 

member of a special absentee election board is entitled to 

compensation for the number of hours worked. 

(2) Each member of a special absentee election board 

1s entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses 
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incurred while delivering ballots on election day. 

(3) The election administrator shall pay each member 

the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same 

manner as for an election judge as provided for in 

13-4-106(1). 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Voting performed before the 

special absentee election board. (l) As provided in 

13-13-201(4), a qualified elector who becomes ill or is 

prevented from voting at the polls because of a health 

emergency may vote by absentee ballot. Pursuant to 

13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special 

absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him. 

(2) The manner and procedure of voting by use of an 

absentee ballot under this section must be the same as 

provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the 

marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee 

election board, and the board must deliver the sealed 

envelope to the election administrator or to the election 

judges of the prec1nct in which the elector is registered. 

(3) An absentee ballot cast by a qualified elector 

pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election 

administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the 

board before the time designated for the closing of the 

24 polls. 

25 (4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his 
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ballot because of physical incapacity -or inability to read 

or write may receive assistance from the special absentee 

election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot. 

Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this 

section must be provided in substantially the same manner as 

required in 13-13-119. 

NEW SECTION. Section 15. Authorization to increase 

county mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not 

exceeding l mill as may be necessary tc finance the 

additional cost of administering a special absentee election 

board program pursuant to [sections tt lQ through %5 !!]. 

Such mill levy may not be included as par~ ~f any existing 

mill levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The 

amount of any mill levy adopted under this section must be 

reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services 

as required by [sections ii 10 through %5 !il· 

NEW SECTION, Section 16. Codification instruction. 

Sections !! 10 through ±6 15 are intended to oe codified as 

an integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to sections tt lQ through i6 15. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 19&5. 

-End-
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