HOUSE BILL NO, 482

INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK,
JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND,
J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT

January 25, 1985

January 26, 1985
February 1, 1985

February 9, 1985

February 11, 1985

February 12, 1985

February 13, 1985

March 13, 1985

IN THE HOQUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on State
Administration.

Fiscal Note requested.
Fiscal Note returned.
Committee recommend bill do
pass as amended. Report
adopted.

Bill printed and placed on
members' desks.

Second reading, do pass as
amended.

Correctly engrossed.
Third reading, passed.

Transmitted to Senate.

IN THE SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on State
Administration.

Committee recommend bill be
concurred in. Report adopted.



March 15, 1985 Second reading, concurred in.

Third reading, concurred in.

March 18, 1985
Ayes, 46; Noes, 2.

Returned to House.

IN THE HOUSE

March 19, 1985 Received from Senate.

Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.



49th Legislature

a o~ S

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0252/01

INT?ODUCED BY

(@idﬂ ’/{é/
13 é§L54L

A EfLL FCR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS

RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT IF AN ELECTCR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLKESS OR GENERAL
ILL HEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT
THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH
EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING THE ELECTICN; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF
SPECIAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING
AUTHORIZATION TOC INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 13~-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH
13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, AND 13-13-232 THROUGH

13-13-234, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-201. Voting by electer-when-abaent-from-piace

of-restdence-cor-physicatiy-incapacitated-from-going-te-poiis

absentee ballot -- qualifications. 1y A qualified

registered elector who—-wili--be-absent-frem-the-county-or

physicatiy-tncapacitated-and-unable-to-ge-te-—-the--potts--on

the-day-of-slection—may-vote is entitled tc vote by absentee
T
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ballot, as provided in this parts, if the elector:

+2}--BEleetion-judges-who-witi-be-serving-in-a-different
precinct--than-the-one-in-which-they-are-registered-may-vote
by-absentes-battots

(1} expects to be absent from the county or precinct

at the time of holding the election;

(2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to

the polls on election day:

(3} suffers from chronic illness or general ill

health; or

{4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result

of an illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m.

on the Priday preceding the election and noon on election

day. Such health emergency must arise from unforeseen

circumstances that require the elector to seek health care

or medical assistance.”

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read:

“13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or
devices wused. (1) In precincts where voting machines or
devices are used, the election administrator shall if
necessary print and provide:

(a) ballots in official form for pessible-absent-or

physicatly-incapacitated gqualified electcrs who may vote

absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and

(b} ballot boxes reguired for precincts in which

INTRODUCED BILL
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printed ballots are used.

{2) Absentee ballots received in these precincts shall
be handled as provided in this chapter.”

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-211. Application of absentee, chronjcally ill,

or physically incapacitated elector for ballot -- special

absentee ballot application. (1) During a period beginning

75 days before the day of election and ending at ncon on the
day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent
from the county in which his voting precinct is situated, an

elector in United States service, an elector who is

chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who

will he unable to go to the polls because of physical
incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an
absentee ballot.

(2) A gualified elector who is prevented from wvoting

at the polls as a result of an illness or health emergency

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the

election and noon on election day may request to vote by

abgsentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any

such request received up to and including noon cn election

day. The election administrator is not required to comply

with a request by an elector who is absent from the county."

Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, 1s amended to read:

"13-13-212. Application for absentee ballot. (1)
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Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written
request signed by the applicant and addressed to the
election administrator of the applicant's county of
residence.

{(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by
any elector in the United States service by the federal post
card application or by any written request signed by the
applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the
applicant's county of residence.

(3) If an elector requests an absentee ballot because

cf a sudden illness or health emergency, the application for

an_absentee ballot may be made by written request signed by

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by

the special absentee election board provided for in [section

11]. Such elector may request by telephone or other means to

have a ballct and application personally delivered to him by

the special absentee election board at his place of

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the

county. Such a request may be made no later than ncon on

election day."”
Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election

administrator -- delivery of ballot. (1) ¢he Except as

provided in subsection (2), the elector shall forward the

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election

-l -
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administrator.

2y The election administrator shall compare the
signature on the application with the applicant's signature
on the registration card. If convinced the individual making
the application is the same as the ore whose name appears on
the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot.

(2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection

(1), an elector who reguests an absentee ballot pursuant to

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the sgpecial

absentee election board., Upon receipt of the application,

the special absentee election board shall examine the

signatures on the application and voting reqistration card.

If the special absentee election board believes that the

applicant is the same person as the one whose name appears

on the registration card, the special absentee election

board shall provide a ballot to the elector.”

Section 6, Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read:

*13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (1) After
the elector marks his ballots, he shall focld them so that
the vote 1is «c¢oncealed and so that the official stamp is
visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots
should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without
revealing the vote.

{2) The elector shall place the ballots in the

envelope addressed to the election administrator and seal it
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securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the
party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the
envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in the outer
envelope with the voted ballots.

(3) The elector shall complete and sign the
affirmation on the envelope.

(4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage
prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator or _ the

special absentee electicon hoard."

Sectien 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated

elector. (1) As scon as the official ballots are available,
the election administrator shall permit an elector who 1is
present in his county and who has reason to believe that he
will be absent from the county, ill, or physically
incapacitated on election day to vote before election day
before the election administrator.

{2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such
voting.

{3) If the ballot 1is marked before the election
administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as
if it had come by mail."

Section 8. Section 13-13-232, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-232. Delivery of ballects to election judges --

-6-
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ballots to be rejected. (1) If the absentee balleot 1is
received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the
election judges, the election administrator shall deliver
the envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are
delivered.

{(2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots
are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close
of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately
deliver the envelcpes to the judges.

{3) If the election administrator receives an absentee

batiees ballot for which an application or request was not
received prior-to-neon-on-the-day-preceding-an-etectian-are

raceived--by--the--eiection--admintstrator as required by

13-13-211, or 1f an absentee battets-are ballot is received
by the election administrator after the close of the polls

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4),

he the election administratotr shall endorse upon the

elector’'s envelope the date and exact time of receipt and
the words “to be rejected”. Absentee ballots so endorsed
shall be retained by the election administrator and placed
with the proper records when they are returned to him."
Section 9. Section 13-13-233, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-233. Issue and record of absentee ballots --
certificate. (1) The absentee ballots delivered shall be

regular official ballots beginning with ballot number 1 and
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following consecutively according to the number of
applications for absentee ballots.

{2} The election administrator shall keep a record of
all absentee ballots delivered, as well as of ballots marked
before him.

{3) The election administrator shall deliver to the
chief election judges to whom the ballots are delivered a
certificate stating:

ta} the number of absentee ballots delivered as well
as those marked before him;

(b) the number of ballots retained for late absentee
voting; and

(c) the names of the electcrs to whom such ballots
were delivered or by whom they have been marked if marked
before him.

f&#-—The———chéeE———eiecticn———judge——ahaii——post——in-—a
conspicuous-location-at-the-polling--piace--a--tise--ef-—-the
nemes--of-——etectors——appearing--on--the-certificate-reguired
under-subsection—¢33="

Section 10. Section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to
read:

*13-13-234. DbDuty of election judges -~ pollbook. (1)
The election judges, at the opening of the polls, shall note
on the pollbook opposite the numbers corresponding to the

number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots

_B_
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were 1ssued and reserve the numbers for the absent,

chronically 1ill, or physically incapacitated electors, as

well as those electors prevented from voting at the polls

because of a sudden illness o©or health emergency. %he

notation-may--be-—made--by--writing--the--words--absant—-ar
physicatiy-incapacitated-voteral-opposite-the-numbers<

{2) The election judges shall insert only the name of
the elector entitled to each particular number according to
the certificate of the election administrator and the number
of his ballot."”

NEW SECTIGN, Section 11, Special absentee election
bgards -- members -- appointment. (1) The election
administrator shall designate and appoint a number of
special absentee election boards as needed to serve in
various places to deliver ballots tec electors who are
entitled to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4).

(2) In a partisan election, each special absentee
election board shall consist of two members, one from each
of the two political parties receiving the highest wotes in
the state during the last preceding general election, Board
members must reside in the county in which they serve,

(3) No member of a special absentee election board may
be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother,
or sister of a candidate whose name appears on a ballot in

the county.
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NEW SECTION. Section 12. Manner of selection. The
election administrator shall make appocintments to the
special absentee election board from 1lists of qualified
electors prepared in substantially the same manner as
provided in 13-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make
all the appointments required, the election administrator
may appoint any gqualified registered electaor from the
county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to
appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special
absentee election board.

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Oath of board members.
Before the polls open, each member of a special absentee
electicon board must take and subscribe the cfficial ocath in
the same manner as prescribed for an election Jjudge in
13-4-105.

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Compensation. (1) Each
member of a special absentee election board is entitled to
compensation for the number of hours worked.

(2) Each member of a special absentee election board
is entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses
incurred while delivering ballots on election day.

{(3) The election administrator shall pay each member
the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same
manner as for an election judge as provided for in

13-4-106(1).

~10-
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NEW SECTION. Section 1l5. Voting performed before the
special absentee election beoard. (1) As provided in
13-13-201(4), a qualified elector who becomes ill or is
prevented from voting at the polls because of a health
emergency may vote by absentee ballot, Pursuant to
13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special
absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him.

(2) The manner and procedure of voting by use of an
absentee ballot under this section must be the same as
provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the
marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee
election board, and the board must deliver the sealed
envelope to the election administrator or to the election
judges o©f the precinct in which the elector is registered.

{3) An absentee ballot cast by a qualified elector
pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election
administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the
board before the time designated £for the closing of the
polls.

(4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his
ballct because of physical incapacity or inability tc read
or write may receive assistance from the special absentee
election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot.
Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this

section must be provided in substantially the same manner as

_ll_
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required in 13-13-119.

NMEW SECTION. Section 16. Authorization to increase
county mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not
exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary to finance the
additiconal cost of administering a special absentee election
board program pursuant to [sections 11 through 15]. Such
mill levy may not be included as part of any existing mill
levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The amount
of any mill levy adopted under this section must be
reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services
as required by [sections 11 through 15].

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Codificatien instruction.
Sections 11 through 16 are intended toc be codified as an
integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13
apply to sections 11 through 16.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA ‘
‘REQUEST NO. FNN240-85

FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received January 26 , 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a
Fiscal Note for H.B. 482 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. :

DESCRIPTION

An act amending the laws vrelating to absentee voting to allow voting by absentee ballot if an elector suffers from
chronic illness or general 111 health, or 1f the elector is prevented from voting at the polls ‘as a result of a sudden
illness or health emergency on election day or in the days immediately preceding the election; providing for the crea-
tion of special absentee election boards in the counties; providing authorization to increase the county mill 1levy for
the purpose of administering the provisions of this act. '

ASSUMPTIONS
H.B. #482 will have no effect on state revenues.

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES

Fach county may levy wup to 1 mill to finance the special absentee election board. A 1 mill levy would have raised
approximately $2.3M statewide in tax year 1984. The amounts that could be raised by a particular county varies signifi-
cantly, however. TFor example a 1 mill levy in Golden Valley County would generate approximately §5,200, while a 1} mill
levy in Rosebud County would generate $244,000.

Dod L1k,

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: /K&q/ / 2 r/gﬁ—‘
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 482
INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHIRI, MCCORMICK,
JACK MOORE, OQ'COKNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND,

J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS
RELATING TG ABSENTEE VOTING TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL
ILL HEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT
THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH
EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF
SPECIAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING
AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT: ANP
AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH
13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, ANB 13-13-232 FHRPUGH, AND

13-13-234, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read:
%13-13-201. Voting by eilector-when-absent-from-ptace

oE-fesidence~or—phy:icaiiy-incapacitated—frcm—gsing—tc—poiis

absentee ballot -- qualifications. t*3 A qualified

registered elector who--witi--ba-absent-frem-the-county-eor
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physicatiy-incapacitated-and-unabte-to-go—to--the--potis--on

the-day-of-etection-may-vote is entitled to vote by absentee

ballot, as provided in this parts, if the elector:

+2y-~-Biaction-jndges-wha-witl-be-serving-tn-a-different
precinet--than-the-one-in-which-they-are-registered-may-vete
by-absentee—batioks

{l) expects to be absent from the county or precinct

at the time of holding the elec¢tion;

{2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to

the polls on election day;

(3) sguffers from chronic 1illness or general ill

health; or

(4) is prevented Erom voting at the polls as a result

of an illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m.

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election

day. Such_ health emergency must arise from unforeseen

circumstances that require the elector to seek health care

or medical assistance.”

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read:

“13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or
devices used. (1) In precincts where voting machines or
devices are wused, the election administrator shall if
necessary print and provide:

{a) ballots 1in official Fform for pessimia-absent-or

physteatrty-tmeapacitated qualified electors who ma vate

-2- HB 482
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absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and

(b) ballot boxes required for precincts in which
printed ballots are used.

{2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall
be handled as provided in this chapter."

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-211. Application of absentee, chronically 1ill,

ot physically incapacitated elector for ballat -- special

absentee ballot application. (1) During a pericd beginning

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the
day before the electjion, an elector expecting to be absent
from the county in whieh his voting precinct is situated, an

elector in United States service, an elector who is

chronically ill or_in general ill health, or an elector who

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical
incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an
absentee ballot.

{2) A qualified elector who is prevented from voting

at  the polls as a result of an illness or health emergency

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the

election and noon on election day may reguest to vote by

absentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any

such request received up to and including noon on election

day. The election administrator is not required to comply

with a request by an elector who is absent from the county.”

-3~ HB 482
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Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-212. Application for absentee ballot., (1)
Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written
request signed by the applicant and addressed to the
election administrator of the applicant's county of
residence.

(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by
any elector in the United States service by the federal post
card application or by any written request signed by the
applicant and addressed to the electicon administrator of the
applicant's county of residence,

{3) If an elector requests an absentee ballot because

of a sudden illness or health emergency, the application for

an absentee ballot may be made by written request signed by

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by

the special absentee election board provided for in [section

t% 10}. Such elector may request by telephone or other means

to have a ballot and application perscnally delivered to him

by the special absentee election board at his place of

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on

election day."
Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read:

“13-13-213. Transmission of application to electlon

administrator =-- delivery of ballot. {l1) The Except as
-4- HB 4842
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provided in subsection (2), the elector shall forward the

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election
administrator.

2y The election administrator shall compare the
signature on the application with the applicant's signature
on the registration card. If convinced the individual making
the application is the same as the one whose name appears on
the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot.

(2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection

{l), an elector who requests an absentee ballot pursuant to

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the special

absentee election board. Upcn receipt of the application,

the special absentee election board shall examine the

signatures on the application and A COPY OF THE voting

registration card TO BE PROVIDED BY THE ELECTION

ADMINISTRATOR. If the special absentee election board

believes that the applicant is the same person as the one

whose name appears on the registration card, the special

absentee election board shall provide a ballot to the

elector.”
Section 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (1) After
the elector marks his ballots, he shall fold them so that
the wvote 1is concealed and so that the cofficlal stamp is

visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots
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shouid be folded so that the stubs can bhe detached without
revealing the vote,

({2) The elector shall place the ballots in the
envelope addressed to the election administrator and seal it
securely, If the ballots are for a primary election, the
party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the
envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in the cuter
envelope with the voted ballots.

{3) The elector shall complete and sign the
affirmation on the envelope.

{4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage
prepaid, or deliver it tc the election administrator or the

special absentee election board."

Section 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective

absentee, chrontcally iil, or physically incapacitated

elector. {1) As soon as the official ballots are available,
the election administrator shall permit an elector who is
present 1in his county and who has reason to believe that he
will be absent from the county, ill, or physically
incapacitated on election day to vote before election day
before the election administrator.

(2) The provisions «f this chapter apply to such
voting.

(3) ILf the pballot is wmarked before the election

~6- HB 482
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administrator, he shall deal with it in the sames manner as
if it had come by mail."

Secﬁion B. Section 13-13-232, McA, is amended to read:

"13-13-232, Delivery of ballots to election judges --
ballots to be rejected. (1) If the absentee ballot 1is
received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the
election judges, the election administrator shall deliver
the envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are
delivered.

{2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots
are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close
of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately
deliver the envelopes to the judges.

(3) If the election administrator receives an absentee

batiats ballot for which an application or request was not
received priot—ho-naon-on~the—day~prccedfng—an—eiection—are

received--by--the——etestian—-admintstrater as required by

13-13-211, or if an absentee baitees-are ballot is received
by the election administrator after the close of the polls

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4},

he the election administrator shall epdorse upon the

elector's envelope the date and exact time of receipt and
the words "to be rejected”. Absentee ballots so endorsed
shall be retained by the election administrator and placed

with the proper records when they are returned to him."
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Seetton-97--Sectiton-13-13-2337-MEA7-is-amended-to-read=
433-33-233+v--fIssue-and-record-of --absentee—-bakiots——-~
cerrificates—--—{1}--Phe--absentee-batiota-detivered-ahati-be
regular-officiat-battors-peginning-with-batior-number-+--and
foliowing---econsecutivety---according---te---rhe--number—-af
apptications-for-absentes-baliors~
t2y--Phe-eteceion-adminiscractor-shati-keep-a-recerd--of
ati-absentee-batiets-deliveredi-as-weti-as-cf-batitots-marked
before-hims
£33--FPhe--etection--admintstrator--shali-detiver-to-the
chief-etection-judges-to-whom-the-baitots-—-are--detrivered--a
certificate-stating:
ta}--the—-number--cf-ahsentee-baiiots-detivered-as-wetri
as-those-marked-before-him;
tbi--the-number-ocf-batltots-retained-for--tate--absentae
votingr-and
tej--the-—names--of--the—-etectors-te-whom-sueh-batiots
were-detivered-er-by-whom-they-have-been--markad--if--marked
before—hims
t4y--Phe---chief---etection-—-judge--ahaiit--post-—in-—a
corspicuous-iocation-at-the-poiting--ptace--a-—-tist—-of-——the
names--of-—-etectera--appearing--on--the-certificate-regquired
ender—subseckion-34-4
Section 9. sSection 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-234. Duty of election judges -- pollbook. (1)

8- HB dB2
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The election judges, at the opening of the polls. shall note
on the pollbock opposite the numbers corresponding to the
number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots
ware issued and reserve the numbers for the absent,

chronically ill, or physically incapacitated electors, as

well as those electors prevented from voting at the pollg

because of a sudden illness or health emergency. Thae

notatton--may--be--made--by-—-writing -the--words--lahsent-sr
physiecatiy-inecapactcated-voterasl-appostte~the-numbers=<

{2) The election judges shall insect only the name of
the elector entitled to each particular number according to
the certificate of the election administrator and the number
cf his ballot."

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Special absentee election
hoards - membhers -— appeointment. (1) The electicn
administrator shall designate and appoint a number of
special absentee election boards as needed to serve in
varicus places to deliver ballots to electors who are
entitled to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4}).

(2) In a partisan election, each special absentee
election board shall consist of two members, one Efrom each
of the two political parties receiving the highest votes in
the state during the last preceding general election. Board
members must reside in the county in which they serve.

(3) No member of a special absentee election board may
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be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother,

or sister of a candidate whase QR OF A CANDIDATE'S SPOUSE OR

THE SPOUSE OF ANY ONE QF THESE IF THE CANDIDATE'S name

appears on a ballot in the county,

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Manner of selection. The
election administrator shall make appointments to the
special absentee election board from 1lists of gqualified
electors prepared 1in substantially the same manner as
provided in 13-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make
ali the appeointments required, the election administrator
may appoint any qualified registered elector from the
county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to
appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special
absentee election board.

NEW SECTION. Section 12. Oath of board members.

Before the-~potis-spen ASSUMING ANY OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES

UNDER [THIS ACT], each member of a special absentee election

beard must take and subscribe the official oath in the same
manner as prescribed for an election judge in 13-4-105.

NEW SECTION. Section 13, Compensation. (1) Each
member of a special absentee election bhoard is entitled to
compensation for the pumber of hours worked.

{2) Bach member o¢f a special absentee election hoard
ig entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses

incurred while delivering ballots on election day.
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{3} The election administrator shall pay each member
the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same
manner as for an election judge as provided for in
13-4-106(1).

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Voting performed before the
special absentee election board. (1) As provided in
13-13-201(4), a qualified elector who becomes ill or is
prevented from voting at the polls because of a health
emergency may vote by absentee baliot. Pursuant to
13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special
absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him.

{2) The manner and procedure of voting by use of an
absentee ballot under this section must be the same as
provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the
marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee
election board, and the board must deliver the sealed
envelope to the election administrator or to the election
judges of the precinct in which the elector is registered.

(3) An absentee ballot cast by a qualified elector
pursuant teo this section may not be rejected by the election
administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the
board before the time designated for the closing o©of the
polls.

(4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his

ballot because of physical incapacity or inability to read

-11- HE 482
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or write may receive assistance from the special absentee
election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot.
Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this
section must be provided in substantially the same manner as
required in 13-13-11i9.

NEW SECTIOM. Section 15. Authorization to increase
county mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not
exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary to £finance the
additional cost of administering a special absentee election
board preogram pursuant to [sections ¥* 10 through 35 14].
Such mill levy may not be included as part of any existing
mill levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The
amount of any mill levy adopted under this section must be
reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services
as required by [sections ¥t 10 through 15 14].

NEW SECTION. Sectien 16. Codification instruction.
Sections %% 10 through 16 15 are intended to be codified as
an integral part of Title 13, and the provisicns of Title 13
apply to sections %% 10 through 16 15.

REW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1985,

~End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 482
INTROQDUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK,
JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND,

J. HAMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS
RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTIKG T0 ‘ALLOH VOTING BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL
ILL EEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTiNG AT
THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HERLTH

EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS TIMMEDIATELY

‘PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF

SPECIAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IN THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING
AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; ANE
AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH
13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, AND 13-13-232 THROUGH AND

13-13-234, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1.  Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read:
"13~13-201, Voting by siector-when-absent-from-place

of-residence-oar-physicatiy-incapacitated-from-going-to-poiis

absentee ballot -- qualifications. tiy A qualified

registered elector whe--witi--be-absent-frem-the-county-or
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physicaliy-incapacitated-and-gnable-to-go-to--the-—-potis—-on

the-day-cf-etection-may-vote is entitled to vote by absentee

ballot, as provided in this parts, if the elector:

t2y-—Biection-dudges-who-witi-be-serving-in-a-different
precinet--than-the-one-in-which-they-are-registered-may-vete
by-absentee-baltiot:

{l) expects to be absent from the county or precinct

AND UNABLE TO VOTE 1IN PERSON at the time of holding the

election;

{(2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to

the polls on election day:

(3} suffers from chronic illness or general ill

health; or

(4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result

of an illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m.

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election

day. Such health emergency must arise From unforeseen

circumstances that require the elector to seek health care

or medical assistance."

Section 2, Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-203. Absentee Dballots where voting machines or
devices used. (1)} In precincts where voting machines or
devices are used, the election administrator shall if
necessary print and provide:

{a) ballots in official form for possibie--absent--or

THIRD READING
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physieatriy--ineapacitated gualified electors who may vote

absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and

{b) ballot boxes regquired for precincts in which
printed ballokts are used.

{2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall
be handled as provided in this chapter.”

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-2i1. Application of absentee, chronically ill,

or physically incapacitated elector for ballot -- special

absentee ballot application. (1) During a period beginning

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the
day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent
from the county in whieh his voting precinct is situated, an

elector in United States service, an elector who is

1]
chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical
incapacity mayrapply to the election administrator for an
absentee ballot. : s

{2) A qualified elector who is prevented from voting

~at _the polls as a result of an illness or health emergency

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the

election and noon on election day may request to vote by

absentee ballot. The election administrator shall honor any

such request received up to and including noon on_election

day. The election administrator is not required to comply
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with a request by an elector who is absent from the county."

Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-212. Application for absentee ballot. (1)
Application for absentee ballets shall be made by a written
request signed by the applicant and addressed to the
election administrator of’ the applicant's county of
residence.

(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by
any elector in the United States service by the federal post
card application or by any written request signed by the
applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the
applicant's county of residence.

(3} If an elector reguests an absentee ballot because

of a sudden illness or health emergency, the application for

an__absentee balliot may be made by wriktten reguest signed by

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by

the special absentee election board provided for in [section

¥t 10}. Such elector may request by telephone or other means

to have a ballot and application personally delivered to him

by the special absentee election board at his place of

confinement., hospitalization, or residence within the

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on

election day."
Section S. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election
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administrator -— delivery of ballot. (1) ®he Except as

provided in subsection (2), the elector shall forward the

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election
administrator.

24 The election administrator shall compare the
signature on the application with the applicant's signature
on the registration card. If convinced the individual making
the application is the same as the one whose name appears on
the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot.

{(2) In 1lieu of the requirement provided in subsection

(1), an elector who requests an absentee ballot pursuant to

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the special

absentee election board. Upon receipt of the application,

the special absentee election board shall examine the

signatures on the application and A COPY OF THE wvoting

registration card 0 BE PROVIDED BY THE ELECTION

ADMINISTRATOR. If the special absentee electicen board

believes that the applicant is the same person as the one

whose name appears on the registraticon card, the special

absentee election board shall provide a ballot to the

elector." _
Section 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (1) After
the elector marks bhis ballots, he shall focld them so that

the vote is concealed and so that the official stamp is

- HB 482
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visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots
should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without
revealing the vote,

(2) The elector shall place the ballots in the
envelope addressed to the election administrateor and seal it
securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the
party ballet or ballots not voted shall be placed in the
envelope marked for that purpose and encleosed in the outer
envelope with the voted ballots.

(3} The elector shall complete and sign the
affirmation on the envelope. -

{4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage
prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator or the

special absentee election board,"

Section 7. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated

elector. (1) BAs soon as the cfficial ballots are available,
the election administrator shall permit an elector who is
present in his county and who has reason to believe that he
will be absent Erom the county, ill, or physically
incapacitated on election day tc vote before election day
before the election administrator.

(2) The provisions of this- chapter apply to such

voting.
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(3) If the ballot is marcked before the election
administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as
if it had come by mail."

Section 8. Section 13-13-232, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-232. Deliwery of ballots to election judges --

ballots to be rejected, (1) If the absentee ballot is

received prior to delivery of the official ballots to the

election judges, the election administrator shall deliver
Ehe envelope to the judges at the same time the ballots are
delivered.

{2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots
are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close
of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately
deliver the envelopes to the judges,

{3) If the election administrator receives an absentee

batiots ballot for which an application or_request was not
received prior-to-nocen-on-the-day-preceding-an-etecktion--are

received——by--the--eteceion--adminiabrator as required by

13-13-211, or if an absentee battets-are ballot is received
by the election administrator after the close of the polls

and was not issued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4),

he the election administrator shall endorse upon the

elector's envelope the date and exact time of receipt and
the words "to be rejected". Absentee ballots so endorsed

shall be retained by the election administrator and placed
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with the proper records whéen they are returned to him.®
Seetiron-9-—-Sectiton-13-33-2337-MEA7-ts-amended-to-read:
433-33-2337--issge--and--record--cf-absancee-baiiots—--
eertificate:—-f&i—?he-absentee-haiiots—-dei&vered—~sh§ii——be
reguiar—-offieiai-bai}ets-heginning-withAbaiiot—number—i-and
foliowing--consecutivety--according-——to-—-the-—-number---of
apptteatrions-for-absentee—baliots<
t2}--Fhe--atection-administrator-shati-keep-a-record-of
aii—absentee—bailats—déiiveredv—aa-weii-aa—of-haiiets«marked
before-hims
£3y—-Fhe-etection-admintstrator-shaii—-detiver--to-—-the
ehief--piaction-—-judges—-co-whem—the-kaitocs-ara-dettvered-a
cerrificara-avarings
tay--the-number-of-absentee-batlota-deiivered--as-—-weli
as-those-marked-befeore-him:
thby——the--number—--aé-bhalioks-retained-for—-iate-absentcee
votingr-and
tei-—the-names-of-rhe-etectors-—to-—wnom-—-such--batiota
were--detivered--or-—by-whom-they-nave-been-marked-if-marked
before-hims
tit--Phre-—ehief--atection--judge--shait---post---in---a
eonspicnaus--tecakion--at-—the--potitng--piace-a-tisk-of-the
names—gf-stecktors——appearing--on——tha--cartificate--required
under-subsrstion-—¢3y-%

Section 9. Section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended to read:

-8~ HB 482



WO o~y Bt B W N

Lol R Y S R R I I
LI - Y - T Y R S R -

20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0482/03

"13-13-234. Duty of election judges -- pollbook. (1)
The election judges, at the opening of the polls, shall note
on the pollbook opposite the numbers corresponding to the
number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots
were issued and reserve the numbers for the  absent,

chronically 1ill, or physically incapacitated electors, as

well as those electors prevented from voting at the polls

because o©f a sudden illness or health emergency. %he

netation-may--be--made--by-—writing--the--words—--dghsent--or
physieaziy-incapacitated-votersi-oppostte-the-numbersas

{2) The election judges shall insert only the name of
the elecrtor entitled to each particular number according to
the cerzificate ¢f the election administrator and the number
of his pallot.”

NEW SECTION, Section 10. Special absentee election
boards =-- members -- appointment. {1) The election
administrator shall designate and appoint a number of
special absentee election boards as needed to serve in
various places to deliver ballots to electors who are
entitleé to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4).

(2) In a partisan election, each special absentee
electicn board shall consist of two members, one from each
of the =wc political parties receiving the highest votes in
the s:ste gduring the last preceding general election. Board

members must reside in the county in which they serve.
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(3) No member of a special absentee election board may
be & candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother,

or sister of a candidate whese OR OF A CANDIDATE'S SPCUSE OR

THE SPQUSE OF ANY ONE_ OF THESE IF THE CANDIDATE'S name

appears on a ballot in the county.

NEW SECTION. Section 1l. Manner of selection. The
election administrator shall make appointments to the
special absentee election board from 1lists of gqualified
electors prepared in substantially the same manner as
provided in 13-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make
all the appointments required, the election administracor
may appoint any qualified registered elecfor ‘from the
county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to
appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special
absentee election board.

"NEW SECTION. Section 12. Oath of board members,

Before the-polis-spen ASSUMING ANY OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES

UNDER [THIS ACT], each member of a special absentee election

board must take and subscribe the official oath in the same
manner as prescribed for an election judqe in 13-4-105,

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Compensatiocon. {1} Each
memberl of a special absentee election board is entitled to
compensation for the number of hours worked.

(2) Each member of a special absentee election board

is entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses
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incurred while delivering ballots on election day.

(3) The election administrator shall pay each member
the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same
manner as for an election Jjudge as provided for in
13-4=106(1).

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Voting performed before the
special absentee election board. (1) As provided in
13-13-201(4), a qualified eleCtor who becomes ill or is
prevented from voting at the polls because of a health
emergency may vote by absentee ballot. Pursuant to
13-13-212(3), such elector may request that a special
absentee election board personally deliver a ballot tc him.

{2} The manner and procedure of voting by use of an
absentee ballot under this section must be the same as
provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the
marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee
election board, and the board must deliver the sealed
envelope to the election administrator or to the election
judges of the precinct in which the elector is registered.

(3) An absentee Dballot cast by a qualified elector
pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election
administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the
board before the time designated for the closing of the
polis.

(4) An elector who needs assistance in marking his

e HB 482
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ballot because of physical incapacity or inability to read

‘or write may receive assistance from the special absentee

election beard appointed to perscnally deliver the ballot.
Any such assistance given an elector pursuantc to this
section must be provided in substantially the same manner as
required in 13-13-119.

NEW SECTION. Section 15. Authorization to ingrease
coynty mill levy. Each county may levy an amount not
exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary to Ffinance the
additional cost of administering a special absentee election
board program pursuant to [sections ¥t 10 through 5 14].
Such mill levy may not be included as part of any existing
mill levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The
amount of any mill levy adopted under this section must be
reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services
as required by {sections % 10 through 5 14].

NEW SECTION. Section l6. Codification instruction.
Sections 1¥ 10 through & 15 are intended to be codified as
an integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13
apply to sections $# 10 through %6 15.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1985.

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 482
INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA, PECK, BACHINI, MCCORMICK,

JACK MOORE, O'CONNELL, REAM, HARRINGTON, GARCIA, HAND,

J. HRMMOND, J. BROWN, COBB, MILLER, BERGENE, VINCENT
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING THE LAWS
RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT IF AN ELECTOR SUFFERS FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS OR GENERAL
ILL HEALTH, OR IF THE ELECTOR IS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT
THE POLLS AS A RESULT OF A SUDDEN ILLNESS OR HEALTH
EMERGENCY ON ELECTION DAY OR IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF
SPECTAL ABSENTEE ELECTION BOARDS IK THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING
AUTHORIZATICN TO INCREASE THE COUNTY MILL LEVY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; ANB
AMENDING SECTIONS 13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-211 THROUGH
13-13-213, 13-13-221, 13-13-222, ANB 13-13-232 PHROUSH, AND

13-13-234, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-13-201, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-201. WVoting by elector-when-absent-from-piace

cf-reasidenca-or-physicatiy-incapacitated-from-going-to-potis

gualifications. t33y A

absentee ballot -- qualified

registered elector who--wiii--be-absent-from-the-county-er
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physieatty-incapacitated-and-unabte-to-go-to--the--potts~--on

the-day-of-etection-may-vote is entitled to vote by absentee

ballot, as provided in this parts, if the elector:

t2}--Biection-judges-whe-witi-be-serving-tn-a-different
precinct--than-the-one-in-which-they-are-registered-may-vote
by-absentee-batioesr

{l) expects to be absent from the county or precinct

AND UNABLE TQ_ VOTE IN PERSON at the time of holding the

election;

{2) is physically incapacitated and unable to go to

the polls on election day;

{3) suffers from chronic illness or general ill

health; or

(4) is prevented from voting at the polls as a result

of an_illness or health emergency occurring between 5 p.m.

on the Friday preceding the election and noon on election

day. Such health emergency must arise from unforeseen

cirtcumstances that require the elector to seek health care

or medical assistance."

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-201. Absentee ballots where wvoting machines or
devices used. (1) In precincts where voting machines or
devices are used, the election administrator shall (if
necessary print and provide:

(a) ballots in official form for peossibie--absent-—-or

-2~ HB 482
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phystcaity--incapacitated gqualified electors wheo may vote

absentee as provided in 13-13-201; and

(b) ballot boxes required for precincts in which
printed ballets are used.

(2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall
be handled as provided in this chapter."

Section 3. Section 13-13-211, MCA, is amended to read:

*13-13-211. Application of absentee, chronically ill,

or physically incapacitated elector for ballot =-- special

absentee ballot application. {1) During a period beginning

75 days before the day of election and ending at noon on the
day before the election, an elector expecting to be absent
from the county in which his voting precinct is situated, an

elector in United States service, -an_ elector who is

chronically ill or in general ill health, or an elector who

will be unable to go to the polls because of physical
incapacity may apply to the election administrator for an
absentee ballot.

(2) A qualified elector who is prevented from voting

at the pclls as a result of an iliness or health emergency

occurring between 5 p.m. on the Priday preceding the

electicn and noon on election day may request to vote by

absentee ballot. The election administrater shall honor any

such request received up to and including noon on election

day. The election administrator is not required to comply
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with a request by an elector whc is absent from the county."

Section 4. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-212. Applicatien for absentee ballot. {1)
Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a written
request signed by the applicant and addressed to the
election administrator of the applicant's county of
residence.

(2) Application for an absentee ballot may be made by
any elector in the United States service by the federal post
card application or by any written request signed by the
applicant and addressed to the election administrator of the
applicant's county of residence,

(3) If an elector requests an absentee ballot because

of a sudden jllness or health emergency, the application for

an absentee ballot may be made by written request signed by

the elector at the time the ballot is delivered in person by

the special absentee election board provided for in [section

¥t 10]. Such elector may request by telephone or other means

to have a ballot and application personally delivered to him

by the special absentee election board at his place of

confinement, hospitalization, or residence within the

county. Such a request may be made no later than noon on

election day."
Section 5. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-213. Transmission of applicaticn to election
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administrator =-- delivery of ballet. (1} ®he Except as

provided - in  subsection . (2}, the elector shall forward the

application by mail or deliver it in person to the election
administrator.

t2% The election administrator shali compare the
signature on the application with the applicant's signature
on the registration card. If convinced the individual making
the application is the same as the one whose name appears on
the registration card, he shall deliver the ballot.

{2) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection

{l1), an elector who requests an absentee ballot pursuant to

13-13-212(3) may return the application to the special

absentee election board. Upon receipt of the application,

the special absentee election board shall examine the

signatures on the application and A COPY OF THE wvoting

registration card TO BE PROVIDED BY THE ELECTION

ADMINISTRATOR. If the special absentee election board

believes that the applicant is the same person as the one

whose name appears on _the registration card., the special

absentee election board shall provide a ballot to the

elector.,"”
Section 6. Section 13-13-221, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-221. Marking and affirming ballot. (1) After
the elector marks his ballots, he shall fold them so that

the vote is concealed and so that the official stamp is
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visible. The stubs shall be left attached and the ballots
should be folded so that the stubs can be detached without
revealing the vote.

(2) The elector shall place the ‘ballots in the
envelope addressed to the election administrator and seal it
securely. If the ballots are for a primary election, the
party ballot or ballots not voted shall be placed in the
envelope marked for that purpose and enclosed in the outer
envelope with the voted ballots.

(3] The elector shall complete and sign the
affirmation on the envelope,

(4) The elector shall mail the envelope, postage
prepaid, or deliver it to the election administrator or the

special absentee election board.”

Section 7. Sectjon 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective

absentee, chronically ill, or physically incapacitated

elector. (1) As soon as the official ballots are available,
the election administrator shall permit an elector who is
present in his county and who has reason to believe that he
will be absent from the county, ill, or physically
incapacitated on election day to vote before election day
before the election administrator.

{2) The provisions of this chapter apply lto such

voring.
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(3) If the ballot 1is marked before the election
administrator, he shall deal with it in the same manner as
if it had come by mail.”

Section 8. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-232. Delivery of ballots to election judges --
ballots to be rejected. (1) 1If the absentee ballot is
received prior to delivery of the official ballets ta the
election Jjudges, the election administrator shall deliver
the envelcpe to the judges at the same time the ballots are
delivered.

{2) If absentee ballots are received after the ballots
are delivered to the election judges but prior to the close
of the polls, the election administrator shall immediately
deliver the envelopes to the judges.

{(3) If the election administratecr receives an absentee

batiots ballot for which an application or request was not
received prior-te-neen-en-the-day-preceding-an-etestion—-are

received--by--the--etection--adminiatrator as required by

13-13-211, or if an absentee batiota-are ballot is received
by the election administrator after the close of the polls

and was not igsued to an elector pursuant to 13-13-201(4),

he the election administrator shall endorse upon the

elector's envelope the date and exact time of receipt and
the words "to be rejected". Absentee ballots so endorsed

shall be retained by the election administrater and placed
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with the proper records when they are returned to him."
Seeceion-9:--Sectien-13-1+3-233;-MEA;-t3-amended-to-reads
433-13-233:--Issne--and-~-recerd--cf-abaentee-bailtets---
eartificares-—-¢ti3y—Fhe-absentee-balicots--detivered-—-shaii--be
reguiar--officiat-batiocts-beginning-with-battot-number-i-and
folttowing--consecutiveiy--according---to---the-~-number---aof
apptications-for-absentee-batiotss
t2}--FPhe--etection-admintstrator-shatt-keep-a-recerd-of
ati-absentee-batiots-detiveredr-as-weti-as-sf-battets-marked
before-him-
t34-~-Fhe-etection-admintarrator-shati--detiver--re--the
chief--pimction-~4udges-—to-whom-the-battots-are-detivered-a
certificatehstatiné:
tay--the-number-of-absentee-batitots-detivered--as—-weti
as-rhose-marked-before-him;
tby--the--number-—-of-baltots-retatrned-for-tate-absentee
votring;-and
tet——the-mames-of-the-eiectorz——ro--whom--sucn-—-baticts
were——delivered--oc--by-whom-they-have-been-marked-+f-marked
before-him<
t4y-—-Pha——chief--eteceton—-Judge—-shatt---pest---in-—-n
conapicucus--location--at--the--patiing--ptace-a-1rat-of-the
names-of-eltectors--appearing--on--the-—¢ertificace-—-required
ander-subsection-t3y:t

Section 9. Section 13-13-234, MCA, is amended toc read:

-a- HB 482
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*13-13-234. Duty of election judges -- pellbook. (1)
The alection judges, at the opening of the polls, shall note
on the pollbock copposite the numbers corresponding to the
number of absentee ballots issued the fact that the ballots
were issued and reserve the numbers for the absent,

chronically ill, or physically incapacitated electors, as

well as those electors prevenﬁed from voting at the polls

because of a sudden illness or health emergency. %he

notatiton-may--be-—-made--by--writing--the--words--*absent--or
physi¢atty-incapacitated-votersi-oppostte-the-numbers~

(2} The election judges shall insert only the name of
the elector entitled to each particular number according to
the certificate of the election administrator and the number
of his ballot.”

NEW SECTION. Secticn 10, Special absentee election
boards -- members -- appointment. (1) The election
administrator shall designate and appoint a number of
special absentee elecéion. boards as needed to serve in
various places to deliver ballots to electors who are
entitled to vote by absentee ballot under 13-13-201(4).

(2) In a partisan electlion, each special absentee
election Dboard shall consist of two members, one from each
of the two political parties réceivinq the highest wvotes in
the state during the last preceding general election. Board

members must reside in the county ia which they serve.
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{3) No member of a special absentee election board may
be a candidate or a spouse, ascendant, descendant, brother,

or sister of a candidate whese OR OF A CANDIDATE'S SPOUSE CR

THE SPOUSE OF ANY ONE OF THESE IF THE CANDIDATE'S name

appears on a ballot in the county.

NEW SECTION. Section li. Manner of selection. The
election administrator shall make appointments to the
special absentee election board from 1lists of qualified
electors prepared in substantially .the same manner as
provided in 13~-4-102. If the list is insufficient to make
all the appointments required, the election administrator
may appoint any qualified registered elector from Lthe
county. The election administrator may refuse for cause to
appoint or may for cause remove a member of a special
absentee election board.

NEW SECTION. Section 12, Oath of board members.

Before the-poils-openm ASSUMING ANY OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES

UNDER [THIS ACT], each member of a special absentee election

board must take and subscribe the official oath in the same
manner as prescribed for an election judge in 13-4-105.

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Compensation. (1) Each
nember of a special absentee election board is entitled ta
compensation for the number of hours worked.

{2) Each member of a special absentee election board

is entitled to full reimbursement for actual travel expenses
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incurred while delivering ballots on election day.

(3) The election administrator shall pay each member
the same compensation and certify amounts due in the same
manner as for an election Jjudge as provided for in
13-4-106(1L).

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Voting performed before the
special absentee election board. (1) As provided in

13-13-201(4), a gqualified elector who becomes ill or is

* prevented from voting at the polls because of a health

emergency may vote by absentee ballot. Pursuant to
13-13-212(3), such electar may reguest that a special
absentee election board personally deliver a ballot to him.

{2) The manner and procedure of voting by use of an
absentee ballot under this section must be the same as
provided in 13-13-221, except the elector must hand the
marked ballot in the sealed envelope to the special absentee
election board, and the board must deliver the sealed
envelope Lto the election administrator or to the election
judges of the precinct in which the elector is registered.

(3) An absentee ballot cast by a gualified elector
pursuant to this section may not be rejected by the election
administrator if the ballot was in the possession of the
board before the time designated for the closing of the
polls.

{(4) An electour who needs assistance in marking his
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ballot because of physical incapacity -or inability to read
or write may receive assistance from the special absentee
election board appointed to personally deliver the ballot.
Any such assistance given an elector pursuant to this
section must be provided in substantially the same manner as
required in 13-13-119.

NEW SECTION. Section 15. Authorizatiocn to increase
county mill 1levy. Each county may levy an amount not
exceeding 1 mill as may be necessary t¢ Efinance the
additional cost of administering a special absentee elect%on
board program pursuant to [sections %% 10 through #5 14].
Such mill levy may not be included as par: =f any existing
miil levy or special mill levy assessed by the county. The
amount of any mill levy adopted under this section must be
reasonably related to the actual cost of providing services
as required by [sections it 10 through 5 14].

MEW SECTION. Section 16. Codificaticn instruction.
Sections %1 10 through 6 15 are intended to be codified as
an integral part of Title 13, and the provisions of Title 13
apply to sections it 10 through 16 15.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1985,

-End-
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