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HOu~E... B 
INTRODUCED BY ;t: J ILL NO, _!::/_f3_ 

1 c:.... 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REMOVING COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING AND LITIGATION STRATEGY EXEMPTIONS FROM THE OPEN 

MEETING LAW; AMENDING SECTION 2-3-203, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-3-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-3-203. Meetings of public agencies to be open to 

public exceptions. (1) All meetings of public or 

12 governmental bodies, boards, bureaus, cownissions, agencies 

13 of the state, or any political subdivision of the state or 

14 organizations or agencies supported in whole or in part by 

15 public funds or expending public fund;;, st1all be open to the 

16 public. 

17 (2) Provided, however, the presiding officer of any 

18 meeting may close the meeting during the time the discussion 

19 relates to a matter of individual privacy and then if and 

20 only if the pre~iding officer dete[mines that the demands of 

21 individual privacy clearly exce~d the me[its of public 

22 disclosure. The right of individual p[iVdcy may be waived by 

23 the individual about whom the discussion pe[tains and, in 

24 that event, the meeting shall be open. 

25 t3t--Howe~er,--a--meeti"q--msy--be--e%o~ed-to-d±setl~s-a 

~na """"''" ca~c• 
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strate9y--~o--be--foiiowed--wi~h---~espee~---~o---eo%%ee~tve 

b8r9a±"±"~--or--iitigatio"-when-an-open~~etin~-woHid-bave-a 

detr±me"tai-effeet-o"-~he-bsrga~niftg-o~-iit~gating--pcsition 

o£-t~e-p~blie-aq@ney. 

t4tlll Any committee or subcommittee appointed by a 

public body for the purpose of conducting business which is 

within ttl@ jurisdiction of tllat agency shall be subject to 

the requirements of this section.•• 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
H8 '11..3 
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ON HOTlON, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 413 
PLACED ON SECOND READING 

IN'rRODUCED BY KADAS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REMOVING €9bbB€'1'±11'8 

BARSAtNtNS--ANB CERTAIN LITIGATION STRATEGY EXEMPTIONS FROM 

THE OPEN MEETING LAW; AMENDING SECTION 2-3-203, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-3-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-3-203. Meetings of public agencies to be open to 

public exceptions. (1) All meetings of public or 

governmental bodies, boards, bureaus, conwissions, agencies 

of the state, or any political subdivision of the state or 

organizations or agencies supported in whole or in part by 

public funds or expending public funds shall be open to the 

public. 

(2) Provided, however, the presiding officer of any 

18 meeting may close the meeting during the time the discussion 

19 relates to a matter of individual privacy and then if and 

20 only if the presiding officer determines that the demands of 

21 individual privacy clearly exceed the merits of public 

22 disclosure. The right of individual privacy may be waived by 

23 the individual about whom the discussion pertains and, in 

24 that event, the meeting shall be open. 

25 t3t--Howeve~T--8--meeein9--may--be--e~o~ed-to-di~e~~~-a 

~'"" """""., <ouna< 
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~traee9y--~o--be--£oi%owed--wieft---~e~pee~---eo---eo±±eetive 

bargainin9--or--iitigation-when-~n-open-meetinq-wo~i~-have-a 

det~±menta±-e££eet-on·-tfte-bar9a±ning-or-iitiga~ing--po~ition 

o~-ehe-pttbiie-ageney. 

(3) HOWEVER, A MEETING MAY BE CLOSED TO DISCUSS A 

STRATEGY TO BE FOLLOWED WITH RESPECT TO COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING OR LITIGATION WHEN AN OPEN MEETING WOULD HAVE A 

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE BARGAINING OR LITIGATING POSITION 

OF THE PUBLIC AGENCY. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION, 

"LITIGATION" MEANS A CIVIL ACTION IN WHICH A COMPLAINT HAS 

BEEN FILED OR A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING IN WHICH A COMPLAINT OR 

INFORMATION HAS BEEN FILED OR AN INDICTMENT HAS BEEN FOUND. 

t4tt3t(4) Any committee or subcommittee appointed by a 

public body for the purpose of conducting business which is 

within the jurisdiction of that agency shall be subject to 

the requirements of this section." 

-End-

-2- HB 413 

SECOND READING 


