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INTRODUCED BY ~~---

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE 

ROTATION OF CANDIDATES' NAMES ON A BALLOT AND PROVIDING FOR 

LISTING CANDIDATES' NAMES IN ORDER OF FILING; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 13-12-205 AND 76-15-303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-12-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-12-205. Arrangement of names ----re~o~~en on 

ballot. (1) The candidates• names shall be arranged 

alphab~~ically on the ballot according to ~~rname~ the date 

and time of filing under the title of the respective 

offices. 

(2) If two or more individuals are candidates for 

nomination or election to the same office, the election 

administrator shall ~iwide-the-baliot-£orm~-into-s~ts-eq~al 

~n-n~mber-te-the--greateet--nHmber--o£--candidates--tor--any 

off~ee list the names of the candidates according to date 

and time of filing__under the title of the office. ~he 

eand~datee--£or--nominatien--to--an-e£fiee-by-eaeh-politieat 

party-ehail-be--eoneidered--eeparately--in--determining--the 

ntlmber-o£-eete-~eeee~ary-for-a-primary-eleet±ono 

t~t--~he-eleetion-administrator-~hall-be9in-with-a-£orm 

~""' '""'''"'•• Co~cd 
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a~ranged--alphabetieally-and-retate-eo-that-eaeh-eandtftateLs 

name-wtll-be-at-the-~op-or--the--lis~--Eer--eaeh--eE£iee--on 

snbstantially--an--eqtlal--nnmber--ef--baliotso--1£-it-is-net 

nnmerieally-possible-to-plaee-each-eandidateLs-name--a~--~he 

top--of--the--tist,--the-names-shati-be-rotated-in-grodps-so 

~hat-eaeh-candidateL~-name-is-as-near-the-tep-eE-the-list-as 

pose±ble-on-stlbstantialiy-an-eqtlai-number-o£-ba%ietsT 

t4t--i£-~he-eo~nty-eontains-more-than--one--ie~isiattYe 

distr±et,---the---eleetion--administrator--may--retate--eaeh 

eandidateLs-name-so-that-±t-w±ll-be-at-or-near--the--top--er 

the-l±st-£or-eaeh-o£f±ee-on-stlbstantiaily-an-eq~al-n~mber-ef 

ballo~s-in-each-honse-distrieto 

t5t--Por-pHrpo~es-o£-rot~tion7-the-o££iees-o£-presiftent 

and--viee--president-and-of-governor-and-lieHtenant-qoverner 

~hall-be-eonsidered-as-a-grottpT 

t6t--No-more-tha~-one--o£--the--sets--may--be--tlsed--in 

~rint±ng--the--ballot--for--ttse-in-any-one-preeinet7 -and-all 

ballote--£nrnished--for--ttse--in--any---preeinet---mnst---be 

±def'ltiealo" 

Section 2. Section 76-15-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-15-303. General election. ( 1) All qualified 

electors within the district are eligible to vote in the 

election. 

(2) The three candidates who receive the largest 

number, respectively, of the votes cast in the election are 
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1 the elected supervisors for the district. 

2 (3) In the general election, the names of all 

3 individuals nominated by petition (if six or fewer) or by 

4 election shall be printed, arran~ed-in-a-ro~at±n9-order-ot 

5 ~he-s~~n8mes listed according to the date and time of filing 

6 of each candidate's nominating petition, as provided under 

7 13-12-105, upon ballots, with a square before each name and 

8 a direction to insert an "X" mark in the square before any 

9 three names to indicate the elector's preference. 

10 (4) The election administrator in each county shall 

11 prepare suitable nonpartisan ballots or place the names of 

12 candidates on the regular general election ballot in the 

13 same manner as other nonpartisan candidates for the election 

14 of supervisors, which ballots shall be delivered to the 

15 election judges in those precincts which contain registered 

16 electors prior to each general election and each primary 

17 election in which more than four candidates are nominated. 

18 The election judges and other election officials in such 

19 precincts shall submit such ballots to qudlified electors, 

20 conduct the election, and tabulate the results of such 

21 election in the manner provided in Title 13.~ 
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