
HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

INTRODUCED BY MENAHAN 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS 

January 21, 1985 

February 5, 1985 

February 6, 1985 

February 7, 1985 

February 8, 1985 

March 6, 1985 

March 7, 1985 
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IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Labor. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Labor and 
Employment Relations. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 32~ Noes, 16. 

Returned to House. 
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Sent to enrolling. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

Hod BILL No. ~ 

J11~1 a~ ,--. 
BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW 

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS: REMOVING THE 

PROHIBITIONS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS BEING 

AMATEUR BOXERS OR INVOLVED IN AMATEUR BOXING: EMPOWERING THE 

BOARD TO REGULATE "SO YOU THINK YOU ARE TOUGH" BOXING CARDS 

AND MUD WRESTLING; ALLOWING REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS 

UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AUTHORIZING RULES IN RELATION 

TO REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-3-403 THROUGH 23-3-405, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 23-3-403. Board member conflict of interest. No board 

member may: 

(1) serve as a manager, promoter, or trainer of a 

professional or semiprofessional boxer or wrestler or--8n 

amat:et2"t"-boxer; 

(2) have a financial interest or affiliation in a 

professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling match 

er-a~-amatedr-bexi~~-mateft; 
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(3) serve as ring official, timer, referee, or judge 

at a professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling 

match er-an-amat:e~r-boxinq-mateh; or 

(4) participate in a professional or semiprofessional 

boxing or wrestling match er--an-amatet2r-boxin9-mateh." 

Section 2. Section 23-J-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-404. Board jurisdiction -- license required -­

contestant participation. (1) The board has sole management, 

control, and jurisdiction over each professional or 

semiprofessional wrestling or boxing match or exhibitionL 

including "so you think you are tough" boxing matcbes and 

mud wrestling, involving recognition, a_prizeL or purse and 

at which an admission fee is charged, either directly or 

indirectly, in the form of dues or otherwise, to be held 

within the state, except a match or exhibition conducted: 

(a) by a university, college, or high school; 

(b) by the military; or 

(c) for contestants under 16 years of age, by a 

recognized amateur association. 

(2} No organization or individual may conduct a match 

or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless it or 

he is the holder of an appropriate license granted by the 

board. 

(3) No referee, manager, or judge may participate in a 

match or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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he is licensed by the board and the match or exhibition is 

conducted by an organization or individual licensed by the 

board. 

(4) No professional or semiprofessional boxer or 

wrestler may participate in a match or exhibition within the 

board 1 S jurisdiction unless he is licensed by the board and 

the match or exhibition is conducted by an organization or 

individual licensed by the board and his right to 

participate has not been suspended under 23-J-603." 

Section 3. Section 23-3-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-405. Rules. ( l) The board may adopt rules for 

the administration and enforcement of this chapter. 

(2) The rules must include but are not limited to the 

following: 

(a) the granting, renewal, suspension, and revocation 

of licenses and the qualification requirements for those to 

be licensed to conduct matches or exhibitions or to be 

licensed as 

qualifications 

referees, managers, or 

must include appropriate 

experience, and integrity. 

judges. Such 

knowledge, 

(b) the labeling of a match as a championship match; 

(c) the number and length of rounds and the weight of 

23 gloves; 

24 (d) the extent and timing of the physical examination 

25 of contestants; and 
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(e) the attendance of a referee and his powers and 

duties.-; and 

(f) review of decisions made by officials. 

(3) The rules shall meet or exceed the safety codes 

required by recognized professional boxing and wrestling 

organizations and provide reasonable measures for the fair 

conduct of the matches or exhibitions and for the protection 

of the health and safety of the contestants. The rules shall 

require a physical examination of each contestant prior to 

each match or exhibition and the attendance of a licensed 

physician at ringside and shall provide for the 

qualifications of judges, referees, and seconds and for the 

payment of such officials by the promoter." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of athletics to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-



49th Legislature LC 0966/01 

APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
BUSINESS AND LABOR 
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INTRODUCED BY 

:;,~ BILL NO. ~-
LlJ_ ~ ,./ 
I 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW 

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS; REMOVING THE 

PROHIBITIONS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS BEING 

AMATEUR BOXERS OR INVOLVED IN AMATEUR BOXING; EMPOWERING THE 

BOARD TO REGULATE "SO YOU THINK YOU ARE TOUGH" BOXING CARDS 

AND MUD WRESTLING; ALLOWING REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS 

UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AUTHORIZING RULES IN RELATION 

TO REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-3-403 THROUGH 23-3-405, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-403. Board member conflict of interest. No board 

member may: 

(1) serve as a manager, promoter, or trainer of a 

professional or semiprofessional boxer or wrestler or--er"t 

e:matettt':-boxer; 

(2) have a financial interest or affiliation in a 

professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling match 

or-an-amatettr-box±ng-match; 
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(3) serve as ring official, timer, referee, or judge 

at a professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling 

match o~-an-amete~~-boxing-met~h; or 

(4) participate in a professional or semiprofessional 

boxing or wrestling match ot>-an-amtt~ettt>-boxin9-mttten.u 

Section 2. Section 23-3-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 23-3-404. Board jurisdiction -- license required --

contestant participation. (1) The board has sole management, 

control, and jurisdiction over each professional or 

semiprofessional wrestling or boxing match or exhibition~ 

including "so you think you are tough" boxing matches and 

mud wrestling, involving recognition, a prize~ or purse and 

at which an admission fee is charged, either directly or 

indirectly, in the form of dues or otherwise, to be held 

within the state, except a match or exhibition conducted: 

(a) by a university, college, or high school; 

(b) by the military; or 

(c) for contestants under 16 years of age, by a 

recognized amateur association. 

(2) No organization or individual may conduct a match 

or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless it or 

he is the holder of an appropriate license granted by the 

board. 

(3) No referee, manager, or judge may participate in a 

match or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless 

SECOND READING 
-2-
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he is licensed by the board and the match or exhibition is 

conducted by an organization or individual licensed by the 

board. 

(4) No professional or semiprofessional boxer or 

wrestler may participate in a match or exhibition within the 

board's jurisdiction unless he is licensed by the board and 

the match or exhibition is conducted by an organization or 

individual licensed by the board and his right to 

participate has not been suspended under 23-3-603." 

Section 3. 

"23-3-405. 

Section 23-3-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

Rules. (1) The board may adopt rules for 

the administration and enforcement of this chapter. 

(2) The rules must include but are not limited to the 

following: 

(a) the granting, renewal, suspension, and revocation 

of licenses and the qualification requirements for those to 

be licensed to conduct matches or exhibitions or to be 

referees, managers, or licensed as 

qualifications must include appropriate 

experience, and integrity. 

judges. Such 

knowledge, 

(b) the labeling of a match as a championship match; 

(c) the number and length of rounds and the weight of 

23 gloves; 

24 (d) the extent and timing of the physical examination 

25 of contestants; 8"d 
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(e) the attendance of a re~eree and his powers and 

dutieS•i and 

(f) review of decisions made by officials. 

(3) The rules shall meet or exceed the safety codes 

required by recognized professional boxing and wrestling 

organizations and provide reasonable measures for the fair 

conduct of the matches or exhibitions and for the protection 

of the health and safety of the contestants. The rules shall 

require a physical examination of each contestant prior to 

each match 0[ exhibition and the attendance of a licensed 

physician at ringside and shall provide for the 

qualifications of judges, referees, and seconds and for the 

payment of such officials by the promoter." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of athletics to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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I 

INTRODUCED 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW 

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS; REMOVING THE 

PROHIBITIONS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS BEING 

AMATEUR BOXERS OR INVOLVED IN AMATEUR BOXING; EMPOWERING THE 

BOARD TO REGULATE "SO YOU THINK YOU ARE TOUGH" BOXING CARDS 

AND MUD WRESTLING; ALLOWING REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS 

UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AUTHORIZING RULES IN RELATION 

TO REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-3-403 THROUGH 23-3-405, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-403. Board member conflict of interest. No board 

member may: 

( 1) serve as a manager, promoter, or trainer of a 

professional or semiprofessional boxer or wrestler or--aft 

amat:et~r-boxer: 

(2) have a financial interest or affiliation in a 

professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling match 

or-aft-amatet~r-boxing-mateh; 
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(J) serve as ring official, timer, referee, or judge 

at a professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling 

match e~-aft-ama~e~~-bexift~-ma~eft; or 

(4) participate in a professional or semiprofessional 

boxing or wrestling match er-an-amatet2r-boxiru~-me:teh~" 

Section 2~ Section 23-3-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

.. 23-3-404~ Board jurisdiction -- license required -­

contestant participation. (1) The board has sole management, 

control, and jurisdiction over each professional or 

semiprofelsional wrestling or boxing match or exhibitionL 

including "so you think you are tough 11 boxing matches and 

mud wrestling, involving recognition, a prizeL or purse and 

at which an admission fee is charged, either directly or 

indirectly, in the form of dues or otherwise, to be held 

within the state, except a match or exhibition conducted: 

(a) by a university, college, or high school; 

(b) by the military; or 

(c} for contestants under 16 years of age, by a 

recognized amateur association. 

(2} No organization or individual may conduct a match 

or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless it or 

he is the holder of an appropriate license granted by the 

board. 

(3) No referee, manager, or judge may participate in a 

match or exhibition within the board•s jurisdiction unless 

-2- THIRD READING 

f/8 3«-
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he is licensed by the board and the match or exhibition is 

conducted by an organization or individual licensed by the 

board. 

(4) No professional or semiprofessional boxer or 

wrestler may participate in a match or exhibition within the 

board's jurisdiction unless he is licensed by the board and 

the match or exhibition is conducted by an organi2ation or 

individual licensed by the board and his right to 

participate has not been suspended under 23-3-603." 

Section 3. Section 23-3-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-405. Rules. (l) The board may adopt rules for 

the administration and enforcement of this chapter. 

(2) The rules must include but are not limited to the 

following: 

(a) the granting, renewal, suspension, and revocation 

of licenses and the qualification requirements for those to 

be licensed to conduct matches or exhibitions or to be 

licensed as referees, managers, or judges. Such 

qualifications must include appropriate knowledge, 

experience, and integrity~ 

(b) the labeling of a match as a championship match; 

(c) the number and length of rounds and the weight of 

23 gloves; 

24 (d) the extent and timing of the physical examination 

25 of contestants; aftd 
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(e) the attendance of a referee and his powers and 

dutieSTJ and 

(fJ review of decisions made by officials. 

(3) The rules shall meet or exceed the safety codes 

required by recognized professional box!ng and wrestling 

organizations and provide reasonable measures for the fair 

conduct of the matches or exhibitions and for the protection 

of the health and safety of the contestants. The rules shall 

require a physical examination of each contestant prior to 

each match or exhibition and the attendance of a licensed 

physician at ringside and shall provide for the 

qualifications of judges, referees, and seconds and for the 

payment of such officials by the promoter ... 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of athletics to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 306 

INTRODUCED BY MEHAHAN 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LA~ 

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS; REMOVING THE 

PROHIBITIONS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ATHLETICS BEING 

AMATEUR BOXERS OR INVOLVED IN AMATEUR BOXING; EMPOWERING THE 

BOARD TO REGULATE "SO YOU THINK YOU ARE TOUGH" BOXING CARDS 

AND MUD WRESTLING: ALLOWING REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS 

UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES: AUTHORIZING RULES IN RELATION 

TO REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF OFFICIALS: AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-3-403 THROUGH 23-3-405, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE. " 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-403. Board member conflict of interest. No board 

member may: 

Cl) serve as a manager, promoter, or trainer of a 

professional or semiprofessional boxer or wrestler or--an 

ll.lllatel:3r-boxer;: 

C2l have a financial interest or affiliation in a 

professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling match 

or-an-amatear-boxing-match; 

~ ................ """""' 
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(3) serve as ring official, timer, referee, or judge 

at a professional or semiprofessional boxing or wrestling 

match or-an-aaaeeHr-be•~ng-mateh; or 

C4l participate in a professional or semiprofessional 

boxing or wrestling match or-aft-amatel:3r-boxing-mateh.u 

Section 2. Section 23-3-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-404. Board jurisdiction -- license required --

contestant participation. (l) The board has sole management, 

control, and jurisdiction ove~ each p~ofessional or 

semiprofessional w~estling o~ boxing match o~ exhibitlonL 

including •so you think you are tough• boxing matches and 

mud w~estling, involving ~ecoqnition, a prize~ or pu~se and 

at which an admission fee is cha~ged, either directly or 

indirectly, in the form of dues or otherwise, to be held 

within the state, except a match or exhibition conducted: 

Cal by a university, college, or high school: 

Cbl by the military; or 

Cc) for contestants under 16 years of age, by a 

recognized amateur association. 

(2) No organization or individual may conduct a match 

or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless it or 

he is the holder of an appropriate license granted by the 

board. 

(l) No refe~ee, manager, or judge may participate in a 

match or exhibition within the board's jurisdiction unless 

REFERENCE BILL 
-2- HB 306 
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he is licensed by the board and the match or exhibition is 

conducted by an organization or individual licensed by the 

board. 

( 4) No professional or semiprofessional boxer or 

wrestler may participate in a match or exhibition within the 

board's jurisdiction unless he is licensed by the board and 

the match or exhibition is conducted by an organization or 

individual licensed by the board and his right to 

participate has not been suspended under 23-3-603." 

Section 3. Section 23-3-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-3-405. Rules. (1) The board may adopt rules for 

the administration and enforcement of this chapter. 

(2) The rules must include but are not limited to the 

following: 

(a) the granting, renewal, suspension, and revocation 

of licenses and the qualification requirements for those to 

be licensed to conduct matches or exhibitions or to be 

licensed as referees" managers, or judges. Such 

qualifications must include appropriate knowledge, 

experience, and integritye 

(b) the labeling of a match as a championship match; 

(c) the number and length of rounds and the weight of 

23 gloves; 

24 (d) the extent and timing of the physical examination 

25 of contestants; and 

-3- HB 306 
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(e) the attendance of a referee and his powers and 

duties7; and 

(f) review of decisions made by officials. 

(3) The rules shall meet or exceed the safety codes 

required by recognized professional boxing and wrestling 

organizations and provide reasonable measures for the fair 

conduct of the matches or exhibitions and for the protection 

of the health and safety of the contestants. The rules shall 

require a physical examination of each contestant prior to 

each match or exhibition and'the attendance of a licensed 

physician at ringside and shall provide for the 

qualifications of judges, ref~rees, and seconds and for the 

payment of such officials by the promoter." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the board of athletics to make rules 

on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended to 

the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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