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HOUSE BILL NO. 274 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Fiscal Note requested. 

Fiscal Note returned. 

Committee recommend bill do pass 
as amended. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Co~~ittee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 44; Noes, 5. 

Returned to House. 



March 25, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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BILL NO. d.-
INTRODUCED BY 

t? 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING A STATE GAME 

WARDEN TO RETIRE AT AGE 50 RATHER THAN 55; REVISING THE 

METHOD FOR CALCULATING THE SERVICE RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE FOR 

A STATE GAME WARDEN WITH OVER 25 YEARS OF SERVICE; 

INCREASING EMPLOYEE AND EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

MONTANA STATE GAME WARDENS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 19-8-502, 19-8-504, 19-8-601, AND 19-8-603, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 19-8-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 19-8-601. Time of retirement commencement of 

allowance. {1) Any member in service who has completed at 

least 20 years of creditable service and who has reached the 

age of 55 ~ years may retire on service retirement 

allowance upon written application to the board setting 

forth at what time, not less than 30 days or more than 90 

days subsequent to the filing thereof, he desires to be 

retired. 

(2) Retirement shall be compulsory at age 60. 

( 3) The retirement allowance must corrunence on the 

first day of the month following the member's last day of 
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LC 0727/01 

covered employment." 

Section 2. Section 19-8-603, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-603. Service retirement allowance. ( 1) Upon 

retirement from service, the service retirement allowance 

consists of the state annuity plus the member's annuity. ~he 

m~mb~r~s--8nn~±ey--±s--ehe--8et~a~±ar--eqtli~ar~"t---e£---his 

aeenmtt±aeed--ded~ee±eft~--at--the-t±me-o£-h±s-ret±rement•-~he 

~tate-aftft~±ty-is-an-amottnt-wh±ehT-when-added-to-the-membe~L~ 

anntt±ty,--w±~r--p~o~±de--a--total--~etirement--allowance--o£ 

ene-ha±£-o£-h±s-£±nal-salary-w±th-%5-year~-o£-~er~iee. 

(2) The amount of the retirement allowance o£-afty 

member-who-eofttr±btttes-after-%5-years-o£--ser~±ee--shall--be 

±ftereased--by-an-amottnt-wh±eh-±~-the-aetnar±a~-eqtt±~a±ent-o£ 

an-anntt±ty-ba~erl-oft-the-member~s-eontr±bttt±ons-and-the-state 

eontr±btttion~-made-a£ter-r5-years-o£-ser~±ee-a"d-~tand~"9-to 

t~e-member~~-ered~t-8t-the-time-of-h±s-retirement must equal 

2% of the member's final salary for each year of creditable 

service." 

Section 3. Section 19-8-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

''19-B-502. Member's contribution. Every member is 

required to contribute into the account a sum equal to ~~ 

~of his monthly salary, which sum shall be deducted 

from his salary and deposited to his credit in the account.'' 

Section 4. Section 19-8-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-504. State's contribution. Each month the state 

INTRODUCED BILL 
-2-
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1 treasurer shall pay to the account, out of the department of 

2 fish, wildlife, and parks moneys, a sum equal to 7•%5• 'liS-% 

3 of the total of all members' salaries, and out of the moneys 

4 collected as fines and forfeited bonds under the provisions 

5 of 87-1-601, all such collections until the unfunded 

6 liability in the account is solvent and a verification 

7 statement to that effect is given to the state treasurer by 

8 the board." 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

10 existing authority of the public employees' retirement board 

11 to make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act 

12 is extended to the provisions of this act. 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Coordination instruction. If 

14 both this act and _Bill No. [LC 728] are passed and 

15 approved, the percentage amount contained in 19-8-502 must 

16 reflect the sum of the increases in the employee 

17 contribution provided in __ Bill No. [LC 728] and this act, 

18 and the percentage amount contained in 19-8-504 must reflect 

19 the sum of the increases in the employer contribution 

20 provided in _Bill No._ [LC 728] and this act. 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. This act is 

22 effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN 149-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received Janua~ 21, 19 85 _ there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for H.B. 274 pursuant to Tit~ 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRlP'l'lON OF-PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
House Bill No. 274 provides for an earlier retirement age for State Game Wardens and .revises the method for 
calculating the service retirement allowance for a game warden with over 25 years of service. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The cost of this legislation will be absorbed in the increased funding period required by this legislation 
from the current period of 15.57 years to 17.5 years. Fines and forfeitures received will continue to 
represent approximately 13.14% salary. 

2. The contribution rate paid by the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks will not change. 
3. The employees contribution will fund the changes in the proposed legislation. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Employee contributions - Game Warden's Retirement System 

Under Current Law 
Under Proposed Law 
Estimated Increase 
The balance of the actuarial cost to provide this benefit 
100% of fines and forfeitures collected to be contributed 

TECHNICAL NOTE: 

FY 86 FY 87 
$ 153,283 $ 156,349 

172,991 176-451 
$ 19,708 $ 20,102 

will increase the-funding period by 2.07 years requiring 
to the retirement system for a longer period of time. 

19-8-601 (2) MCA {mandatory retirement) was ruled invalid by the Montana Supreme Court. Other legislation being 
introduced this session would correct this section. The title of HB 274 calls for increased contributions by 
both employer and employee. The body of the bill only calls for employee changes. 

~~cl .. LII~~ 
~-- ~--- -···~ ·-

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FN2:V/l Date: 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 274 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING A STATE GAME 

WARDEN TO RETIRE AT AGE 50 RATHER THAN 55; REMOVING THE 

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT AGE FOR STATE GAME WARDENS; REVISING 

THE METHOD FOR CALCULATING THE SERVICE RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE 

FOR A STATE GAME WARDEN WITH OVER 25 YEARS OF SERVICE; 

INCREASING EMPLOYEE ANB--BMPb8¥ER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

MONTANA STATE GAME WARDENS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 19-8-502, l9-8-594T 19-8-601, AND 19-8-603, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA·TE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 19-8-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

''19-8-601. Time of retirement corrunencement of 

allowance. (1) Any member in service who has completed at 

least 20 years of creditable service and who has reached the 

age of 55 2Q years may retire on service retirement 

allowance upon written application to the board setting 

forth at what time, not less than 30 days or more than 90 

days subsequent to the filing thereof, he desires to be 

retired. 

t%t--Ret±rement-~ha!!-be-comp~~~ety-at-a9e-69~ 

t3t~ The retirement allowance must commence on the 
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HB 0274/02 

first day of the month following the member 1 S last day of 

covered employment." 

Section 2. Section 19-B-603, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-603. Service retirement allowance. { 1) Upon 

retirement from service, the service retirement allowance 

consists of the state annuity plus the member's annuity. Phe 

memee~~~---aftft~±ty---~~--the--aetttarial--eqa±valent--o£--h±~ 

aceomo~atea-aedHetione-at-the-time-o£--h±~--ret±remento--~he 

~tate-annnity-±~-an-ame~nt-whieh,-when-added-to-the-member~s 

anntt±ty,--w±~~--p~e~ide--a--tota±--ret±rement--aiiowanee--o£ 

one-haif-ef-h±~-f±nal-sala~y-w±th-iS-yee~~-o£-~~~viee~ 

(2) The amount of the retirement allowance o£--any 

memee~--whe--eontr±bttte~--after-~5-year~-o£-~er~±ee-~ha±i-be 

±nereased-by-an-amottnt-wh±eh-±~-the-aetttar±a±-eqaiva±ent--o£ 

an-anna±ty-bftsed-on-the-member~s-eontr±bat±on~-and-the-~tate 

eontr±eat%ons-made-a~ter-i5-yesr~-o£-~erv~ee-,end-~t~na±n9-~0 

~he-member~~-e~ed±e-ae-~he-t±me-of-h±s-ret±remene must equal 

2% of the member's final salary for each year of creditable 

service." 

Section 3. Section 19-B-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-502. Member's contribution. Every member is 

required to contribute into the account a sum equal to 7% 

7.9% of his monthly salary, which sum shall be deducted from 

his salary and deposited to his credit in the account.'' 

Seet±on-4o--Seet±o~--i9-8-594,-M€A,-i~-amended-to-read~ 

-2- HB 2H 
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HB 0274/02 

U%9-8-594o--5tate~s-eont~~~Htieno--Ee~h-month-the-state 

treas~rer-~hat±-pey-to-the-aeeount,-o~t-e~-the-department-or 

3 ~±shr-wiidi±£~,-Bnd-par~s-moneys,-a-sttm-eqttai-te-~•~5% ----% 

4 e£-the-totai-o£-al±-members•-saiar±es,-and-ottt-o£-the-moneys 

5 eolleeted-as-£±nes-and-£or£eited-bonds-under-the--provistons 

6 o£---8?-i-69iT--aii--such--~olleet±ons--unt±l--the--ttn£unded 

7 i±ab±l±ty-±n-the--aeeount--±s--solvent--end--a--ver±fication 

8 statement--to-that-e££eet-±s-~±•en-to-the-state-treas~rer-by 

9 the-boardoa 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

11 existing authority of the public employees' retirement board 

12 to make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act 

13 is extended to the provisions of this act. 

14 NEW-SB€TfeN.--seee±en-6o--€oo~dinetion-in~e~~et±ono--f£ 

15 bet~-th±s-act-and-==B±±±--Noo==--toe--T28t--a~e--pa~~e0--and 

16 8pprovedr--the--pereenta~e-amo~nt-eontained-in-l9-8-59~-m~~~ 

17 re£ieet--the--s~m--o£--the---±nerease~---in---the---empleyee 

16 eontr±b~tion-p~o~~ded-in-~Bt±i-Noo==-toe-TrSt-and-ehi~-aee, 

19 and-the-~r _eenta~e-amoant-eonta±ned-~~-19-8-564-mast-ref±eet 

20 the--s~.:~--o£--the--±nerea~es--±n--the--em~loyer-eontr±b~tion 

21 prov±ded-±n-==B~±i-Noo==-fb€-T~Bt-and-~h±~-aeto 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

23 effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-

-3- HB 274 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 274 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING A STATE GAME 

WARDEN TO RETIRE AT AGE 50 RATHER THAN 55; REMOVING THE 

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT AGE FOR STATE GAME WARDENS; REVISING 

THE METHOD FOR CALCULATING THE SERVICE RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE 

FOR A STATE GAME WARDEN WITH OVER 25 YEARS OF SERVICE; 

INCREASING EMPLOYEE AMB--BMPbG¥BR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

MONTANA STATE GAME WARDENS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 19-8-502, ±9-8-594; 19-8-601, AND 19-8-603, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 19-8-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-601. Time of retirement commencement of 

allowance. (1) Any member in service who has completed at 

least 20 years of creditable service and who has reached the 

age of SS 50 years may retire on service retirement 

allowance upon written application to the board setting 

forth at what time, not less than 30 days or more than 90 

days subsequent to the filing thereof, he desires to be 

retired. 

tit--Re~ir@ment-sha%%-be-eomp~~~ery-at-a~e-69e 

t3t~ The retirement allowance must commence on the 
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HB 0274/02 

first day of the month following the member's last day of 

covered employment." 

Section 2. Section 19-8-603, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-603. Service r@tirement allowance. (1) Upon 

retirement from service, the service retirement allowance 

consists of the state annuity plus the member's annuity. ~he 

membe~~s---aftn~i~y---is--the--aetttarie%-~eq~i•aient--e@--his 

aee~mdlat~d-ded~ctions-at-the-time-ef--his--retirement~--~he 

state-ann~ity-~s-en-ameHnt-whieh,-when-sdded-to-tfte-member~s 

annuityT--wi±l--pro•ide--a--total--ret±rement--a±lewanee--er 

ene-ha±f-a£-h±9-fina%-saiary-with-i5-yea~s-ef-servieee 

(2) The amount of the retirement allowance of--any 

member--who--een~rib~tes--after-i5-yeers-o£-se~viee-~ha%1-be 

inereaeed-by-an-emottnt-wRieh-is-~he-~e~~erial-eqMivaient--ef 

sn-ann~ity-beaed-en-the-member~e-eon~rib~~±ons-and-the-~tate 

een~ribtttions-mafte-after-X5-years-e£-~e~•iee-8ne-~tanding-~o 

~k~-member~s-eredit-at-the-time-e~-hie-~e~i~ement must equal 

2\ of the member's final salary for each year of creditable 

service." 

Section 3. Section 19-8-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-502. Member's contribution. Every member is 

required to contribute into the account a sum equal to 1% 

7.9% of his monthly salary, which sum shall be deducted from 

his salary and deposited to his credit in the account." 

Seetieft-4o--Seetie"--l9-8-594,-MeA,-ie-amended-to-read~ 

-2- HI! 274 

THIRD READING 
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1 '*i9-8-584 ... --storte.,.s-eaftl:ri,btt~;,...,.,.--lleeh-m0ftl>h-l:he-st8te 

2 t:reasarer-sh<l%%-pay-l:a-tne-aeeoanl:y-~e~-l:he-eeparemenl:-&E 

3 Hsh..--wH:dii~ey-and-perlts-.....,eys.,.-a-sa•-eqaa%-tc-7'v%St =.:.! 
4 ef-t:lle-tet:a:t.-cf-a%%-memi>ers•-Stri:aries.,.-an<i-~t:-ef-tlle-meneys 

5 eei%eetel!i-aa-f:ines-aftd:-f-er!-ett-t!cf-bends-under-the--prc•2siefts 

6 ef---87'-:t.-69%.,.--ai%--saeh--ecileet:ions--Dnl:i,l--t:lle--anfanded 

7 i~ah*liey-~n-efte--aeee~nt--is--seiveft~--and-~a--¥e.~fiea~t&n 

8 stateaent--t:e-that-ef~eet-is-~i,¥en-l:!t-the-sl:!tt:e-t:reas~er-by 

9 the-bttardT" 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

11 existing authority of the public employees' retirement board 

12 to make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act 

13 is extended to the provisions of this act. 

14 HBW-SiletieH ... --seet:icn-6T--6oerdination-inst:raetion ... --ff 

15 bct:h-this-aee-and---Bil%--Ha ... =:--tbe--7~81--are--passed--and 

16 appre.ed;--·tfte--pereentaqe-amodftt-eenea±ned-in-i~-&-56i-mas~ 

17 ref}eet--tlle--sum--af--the---inereases---±n---the---employee 

18 eentrib~~ieft-pre¥ided-±n-==Bi~i-Hc~=:-tbe-7~&t-aftd-ehis-set< 

19 and-~h&-percenta~e-amo~nt-eon~a~ned-±ft-~9-8-564-mttst-~eileet 

20 ~he--sam--c£--tft&--iftereases--~ft--tfte--emp~oyer-eontri~~ei~n 

21 pra¥ided-in-=:Btll-Ne ... =:-tbll-~~8t-and-~llis-aet ... 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

23 effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-

-3- liB 274 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 274 

iNTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING A STATE GAME 

WARDEN TO RETIRE AT AGE 50 RATHER THAN 55; REMOVING THE 

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT AGE FOR STATE GAME WARDENS; REVISING 

THE METHOD FOR CALCULATING THE SERVICE RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE 

FOR A STATE GAME WARDEN WITH OVER 25 YEARS OF SERVICE; 

INCREASING EMPLOYEE ANB--BMPb9¥ER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

MONTANA STATE GAME WARDENS" RETIREMENT SYSTEM; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 19-8-502, 19-8-594, 19-8-601, AND 19-8-603, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 19-8-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-601. Time of retirement commencement of 

allowance. (1) Any member in service who has completed at 

least 20 years of creditable service and who has reached the 

age of 55 50 years may retire on service retirement 

allowance upon written application to the board setting 

forth at what time, not less than 30 days or moce than 90 

days subsequent to the filing thereof, he desires to be 

retired. 

tit--Retirement-~haii-ee-eompui~o~y-at-age-69~ 

t3t~ The retirement allowance must commence on the 
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first day of the month following the member's last day of 

covered employment." 

Section 2. Section 19-8-603, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-603. Service retirement allowance. ( 1) Upon 

reti[ement from service, the service retirement allowance 

consists of the state annuity plus the member's annuity. ~he 

member~e---ann~~ty---±s--the--aeetta~~a~--eqtti¥~%ertt--o£--h~s 

aee~mttieted-ded~e~ions-at-the-t±me-of--his--re~±rementT--~he 

s~ate-an~ttity-±~-an-emottnt-whieh,-vhert-a~de~-to-the-member~s 

ortna±ty,--w±±%--prov~de--a--eota%--~ettremertt--aT%ow8nee--o£ 

one-~a%E-eE-h±s-f±nai-~aia~y-w±th-%5-yeors-o£-~erv±ee. 

(2) The amount of the retirement allowance of--any 

member--who--eon~r~bttte~--after-~5-years-o£-serv±ee-~ha±i-be 

±ne~eosed-by-an-amo~nt-wh±eh-~s-the-aetoa~~ai-eqtt±valent--of 

an-anntt±ty-based-on-the-member~s-eontr±bttt±ons-end-the-state 

eontr±bot±ons-made-after-~5-years-o~-serv±ee-and-stand±ng-to 

the-member~~-ere~it-at-the-time-o£-hi~-retirement must equal 

2% of the member's final salary for each year of -~~editable 

service." 
~----

Section J. Section 19-B-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-8-502. Member's contribution. Every member lS 

required to contribute into the account a sum equal to 7\ 

7.9% of his monthly salary, which sum shall be deducted from 

his salary and deposited to his credit in the account.'' 

Seet±on-47--Seetien--l9-8-Sa4,-M€At-is-ame~ded-to-read~ 

-2- HB 274 

REFERENCE BILL 
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1 Ui9-6-584o--S~~te~s-~ontribtltiono--Eaeh-montk-tke-~tete 

2 erees~rer-~he±~-~ay-to-the-aeeonnt,-ont-o~-the-department-oe 

~ish,-w~%di~~e,-and-park~-moneys,-~-~~m-eqttoi-to-~o~5~ ----% 

4 o£-the-totai-e£-aii-members~-~a±or±e~,-ana-ottt-o£-the-m~ney~ 

5 eoiieeted-as-fines-and-£or£eited-bon~e-~nder-the--provis±ons 

6 o£---ST-i-68±,--ait--stteh--eoiieetione--tlnt±i--the--nnrtlnded 

7 ±iabil±ty-±n-the--eeeottnt--±a--solvent--and--~--ver±f±eat±on 

8 stetement--to-that-e££eet-ie-~±ven-to-the-state-treosn~er-by 

9 the-boero.u 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

11 existing authority of the public employees' retirement board 

12 to make rules on the subject of the provisions of this act 

13 is extended to the provisions of this ~ct. 

14 HBW-SB€~f9No--Section-6o--eeord~net±o~-~n~trtlet±ono--T£ 

15 both-th±~-eet-and-~Biii--No•==--fb€--TZBt--ar~--~a~sed--an~ 

16 approved,--tn@--percentage-amo~nt-eenta±neO-~n-!9-8-592-mtl~~ 

17 r~£~eet--tne--3tlm--o£--the---±nerea~e~---~n---~he---~mpioyee 

18 eentr±btlt~on-pro~±ded-±~-~B±~~-No.==-fE€-1~Bt-and-th±~-aetr 

19 anrl-~he-pereentage-ame~nt-eont~~~eo-~~-i9-8-594-mtl~t-reile~t 

20 the--s~m--e£--the--±nerease~--±n--~he--employer-eeftt~ib~t±on 

21 prov±ded-±n-==B±~~-Heo==-tbe-~ZBt-and-thi~-aeto 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

23 effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-

-3- HB 274 


