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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR 
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~ BI!,L NO. ~ :.._ ,{1 
BY a~,'),< ~E•E~ a~ ::3'-'"' I,.J :,}/ (' ',, d I ';to(.'" ·_,?' //(/._.i)tu . .:. ~ //·- ;<:r-,v"vl 

AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT 

OF COMMERCE, UPON COMPLETION OF THE AUDIT OF A GOVERNMENTAL 

ENTITY, TO PUBLISH ONLY A GENERAL STATEMENT THAT THE REPORT 

IS ON FILE AND OPEN TO INSPECTION AND THAT A COPY WILL BE 

FURNISHED UPON REQUEST: RELIEVING THE DEPARTMENT, AS TO 

COUNTIES AND INCORPORATED CITIES AND TOWNS, OF THE DUTY TO 

PUBLISH A COPY OF THE GENERAL COMMENTS SECTION OF THE AUDIT: 

AMENDING SECTION 2-7-521, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-7-521, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-7-521. Publication. (1) 8Re@pt--as--pro¥i~@~---in 

16 eubs@etion--t3tT--after After the expiration of the 30-day 

17 period provided for in 2-7-515(1), the department shall send 

lB a-eopy-ef-the-genera~-eemm@nts-s@etion-of-@aeh-aadit--r@port 

19 to a newspaper of general cir~ulation for publication ~ 

20 statement to the effect that the audit report is on file in 

21 its entirety and open to public inspection. However, the 

22 ~enerel-eemmen~s-seetien-ef-eaeh-eodn~y-attdit-report if the 

23 statement concerns a county audit report, it shall be sent 

24 to the official newspaper of the county for publication. 

25 t~t--~he-p~blieation-sha~l-inelade-a-statement--to--the 

~ ...... ,.,.,.,. C~H 
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eff@et--that-th@-a~~it-r@port-is-an-file-in-its-@ntir@ty-an~ 

epen-te-pttb!ie-inspeetione 

t3t--A-p~b~ieatien-eene@rning-the--au~it--r@port--ef--a 

leeal--ge¥@rnm@nt--@fttity--vithin--tlttet--thre~gh-tlttht-ef 

i-~-593-is-reqHir@~-te-eontain-enly-th@--stateM@ftt--previde~ 

for---in--sabs@etieft--tit--aft~--a--stat@ment--previ~ing The 

statement shall also provide that the audited government 

entity will send a copy of the audit report to any 

interested person upon request. A copy of the audit report 

must be sent to the newspaper publishing the statement. 

f4ti!l Publication costs shall be borne by th@ audited 

governmental entity." 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. FNN 151-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 21, 19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for H.B. 269 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION: 

This legislation allows the Department of Commerce to publish a general statement that an audit of a local 
governmental entity is on file, rather than publishing a copy of the general comments section of the audit. 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

We conducted a telephone survey of selected counties and cities within each class and estimate that the saving 
to local government in publication expenses resulting from the deletion of the requirement to publish auditors' 
comments would be: 

NOTE: 

Counties -
Cities 

Total 

$ 7,800 per year 
$ 11,100 per year 
$ 18,900 per year 

Telephone survey indicated audit publication costs of twice that shown above. However, since audits are only 
required to be conducted once every two years, we divided the total cost by 1/2. 

IJCiu//1 i d~L 
BUDGET ;I;;CTOR 'll'' , 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: dA- ~s-. J'J~ 
FN2:V/2 ' , HB at..oCf 


