
HOUSE BILL NO. 136 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS 

January 10, 1985 

January 23, 1985 

January 24, 1985 

January 26, 1985 

January 28, 1985 

January 29, 1985 

March 20, 1985 

March 22, 1985 

March 25, 1985 

Harch 26, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill do pass 
as amended. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 48; Noes, 0. 

Returned to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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Housu BILL No. ~ 

INTRODUCED BY --~~~~~,~~-------------------------------------

BY REQDEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING OPERATION OF A 

MOTORBOAT FOR 20 DAYS AFTER CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP WITHOUT 

DISPLAY OF REQUIRED NUMBERS AND DECAL; ELIMINATING THE 

SPECIAL PENALTY PROVISION FOR FAILURE TO DISPLAY NUMBERS AND 

DECAL TO MAKE VIOLATION PUNISHABLE AS A MISDEMEANOR UNDER 

THE GENERAL PENALTY PROVISION; AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-511, M.CA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-511. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohibited -- display of decals. (1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals in 

accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

24 with a federally approved numbering system of another state 

25 and unless: 
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(a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

motorboat is in full force and effect; and 

(b) the identifying number set forth in the 

certificate of number and the valid license decals are 

displayed on such motorboat. 

(2) A~y--p~~~oft-who-ep~ra~~e-a-motorboat-on-the-water~ 

o£-~hte-~~8~e-wi~hott~-diepiayin9-the-appropriate-ft~mbere-and 

iicense-deca±s-as-req~ired-by-th±e-eeet±on-±s-p~n±shabie--by 

a--£ine--no~--to-exeeed-$i6~--However,-the-arreet±ng-o~£tcer 

may-±eeue--a--courtesy--c±tatien--±~--X±eu--of--the--penaity 

prov±ded-£or-±n-th±s-sttbseet±one Upon change of ownership of 

a motorboat, the transferred motorboat may be operated on 

the waters of this state for 20 consecutive calendar days 

immedi~tely following the change of ownership without 

displaying the numbers and license decal required by 

subsection (1) provided that when the motorboat is operated 

during those 20 consecutive calendar days, a bill of sale or 

other evidence of transfer reciting the date of the change 

of ownership is retained in the motorboat and is exhibited 

to a warden or other officer upon request." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
ff(j 131, 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 136 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON ri SH AND GAME 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING OPERATION OF A 

MOTORBOAT FOR 20 DAYS AFTER eHANGE TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP 

FROM A REGISTERED BOAT DEALER OR MANUFACTURER WITHOUT 

DISPLA'i OF REQUIRED NUMBERS AND DECAL; ELIMINATING THE 

SPECIAL PENALTY PROVISION FOR FAILURE TO DISPLAY NUMBERS AND 

DECAL ro MAKE VIOLATION PUNISHABLE AS A MISDEMEANOR UNDER 

THE GE~ERAL PENALTY PROVISION; AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, 

MCA; AN:> PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-511, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-511. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohib1ted display of decals. ( l) Every motorboat on the 

water~ 8f this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any descr1ption, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the cpe~ation of any motorboat on ~~ch waters unless the 

motort;.::at is numbered and displays valid license decals 1n 

accordar;ce wiLt', tl",is part, with applicable federal law, or 

with a :ederally approved numbering sys~em of another state 
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and unless: 

(a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

motorboat is in full force and effect; and 

(b) the identifying number set forth in the 

certificate of number and the valid license decals are 

displayed on such motorboat. 

(2) Any-pe~5en-w~o-ope~ates-a-motorboat-on-the--water~ 

o£-thi~-~tate-withettt-di~piay~ng-the-app~opr±ate-n~mber5-ene 

iieenee--eecals-as-reqtt±red-by-t"±s-eeet±on-~~-pttnishable-by 

a-£ine-not-to-exeee~-$i9o--However,--the--arrestin9--o£fieer 

may--i~~tte--a--eottrtesy--eitation--±n--~iett--o£--the-penalty 

provided-£or-in-this-sttb~eetiono Upon change TRANSFER of 

ownership of a motorboat FROM A REGISTERED BOAT DEALER OR 

MANUFACTURER, the transferred motorboat may be operated on 

the waters of this state for 20 consecutive calendar days 

irnmedi9tely following the of eht1n9e TRANSFER 
~~~~ 

ownership 

~ithout displaying the numbers~and license decal required by 

subsection -~ovided that when the motorboat is ope~ated 

during those 20 consecutive calendar days, a bill of sale or 

other evidence of transfer recitin9 the date of the ~h8n9~ 

TRANSFER of ownership i? retained in the motorboat and is 

exhibited to a warden or other officer upon request." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- nB 136 

SECOND READING 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 136 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING OPERATION OF A 

MOTORBOAT FOR 20 DAYS AFTER BHANSB TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP 

FROM A REGISTERED BOAT DEALER OR MANUFACTURER WITHOUT 

DISPLAY OF REQUIRED NUMBERS AND DECAL; ELIMINATING THE 

SPECIAL PENALTY PROVISION FOR FAILURE TO DISPLAY NUMBERS AND 

DECAL TO MAKE VIOLATION PUNISHABLE AS A MISDEMEANOR UNDER 

THE GENERAL PENALTY PROVISION; AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUlE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-511, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-Sll. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohibited display of decals. (1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals 1n 

accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

with a federally approved numbering system of another staLe 
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and unless: 

(a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

motorboat is in full force and effect; and 

(b) the identifying number set forth in the 

certificate of number and the valid license decals are 

displayed on such motorboat. 

(2) Any-pe~sen-vfte-epera~es-a-aotorboat-on-the--wa~ers 

er-eftis-state-witho~t-dispiayin~-the-appreprtate-n~•bers-and 

±icense--deeais-as-reqaired-by-tftis-seetien-is-punishabie-by 

a-rtne-net-to-exeeed-$i9o--Howewer7--the--arrestin9--effieer 

•ay--!:ssae--a-·-eo~rtesy--eitatieft--1:n--i1:e'2:--er--the-penaity 

provided-£er-*n-th*s-s'2:8seetien. ~ ehanqe TRANSFER of 

ownership of a motorboat FROM A REGISTERED BOAT DEALER OR 

MANUFACTURER 1 the transferred motorboat may be operated on 

the waters of this state for 20 consecutive calendar days 

immediately following the ehange TRANSFER of ownership 

without displaying the numbers and license decal required by 

subsection (1) provided that when the motorboat is opetated 

during those 20 consecutive calendar days, a bill of sale or 

other evidence of transfer reciting the date of the ehange 

TRANSF'ER of ownership is retained in the motorboat and is 

exhibited to a warden or other officer upon request." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- HB 136 

• 
THIRD READING 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 136 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING OPERATION OF A 

MOTORBOAT FOR 20 DAYS AFTER eiiAII6B TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP 

FROM A REGISTERED BOAT DEALER OR MANUFACTURER WITHOUT 

DISPLAY OF REQUIRED NUMBERS AND DECAL: ELIMINATING THE 

SP~CIAL PENALTY PROVISION FOR FAILURE TO DISPLAY NUMBERS AND 

DECAL TO MAKE VIOLATION PUNISHABLE AS A MISDEMEANOR UNDER 

THE GENERAL PENALTY PROVISION; AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, 

MCA1 AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-511, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-511. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohibited display of decals. {1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals in 

accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

with a federally approved numbering system of another state 
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and unless: 

(a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

motorboat is in full force and effect: and 

{b) the identifying number set forth in the 

r;ertificate of nu111ber and the valid license decals are 

displayed on such motorboat. 

{2) Any-persss-whs-sperates-a-mstsrbsat-sn-the--waters 

of-this-state-withs~t-diaplaying-the-appropriate-n~mbers-and 

license--deeals-as-re~~ired-by-this-seetio~-is-p~~ishable-by 

a-fine-nst-to-exeeed-$18•--HswewerT--the--arresti~g--sffieer 

aay--ias~e--e--ee~r~esy--ei~atien--in--liea--o!--~he-pena!ty 

prs¥ided-for-in-this-sabsectiss• ~ ehange TRANSFER of 

ownership of a motorboat FROM A REGISTERED BOAT DEALER OR 

MANUFACTURER, the transferred motorboat may be operated on 

the waters of this state for 20 consecutive calendar days 

immediately following the ehange TRANSFER of ownership 

without displaying the numbers and license decal required by 

subsection (1) provided that when the motorboat is operated 

during those 20 consecutive calendar days, a bill of sale or 

other evidence of transfer reciting the date of the eha~ge 

TRANSFER of ownership is retained in the motorboat and is 

exhibited to a warden or other officer upon request.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- HB 136 

REFERENCE BILl· 


