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HOUSE BILL NO. _7_5_ 

INTRODUCED BY --~H~AN~N~A~H~----------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF 

ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS AND 

DEPUTY OR ASSISTANT COUNTY OFFICIALS BY PROVIDING THAT THE 

SALARIES BE DETERMINED BY THE COUNTY GOVERNING BODY; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2108, 7-4-2503, 7-4-2504, 7-14-2610, 

AND 7-32-104, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 7-4-2107 AND 7-4-2505, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2503. Saiary-sehedt~le-fe-r-eer~ain-c:ot~nty-effieer~ 

County governing board to set salaries -- increases to be 

uniform. (1) ~he-sa%ary-paid-~o-the-eo~nty-trea~t~rer,-eot~nty 

eierk-and-reeo-rderr-eierk-of-the-d±~triet--cottrt,--part-t~me 

eottnty--sttorney,--eottnty-aeeessor,-eot~nty-ettper±ntendent-of 

sehoo%e7-an~-cot~nty-eher±rr;-the-eo~nty-~ttrveyor-in-cot~nt±ee 

where-eoHnty--st~rveyors--reeeive--ea~ariee--as--prov±~ed--in 

~-4-iSli;--a~d--~~e--eo~nty--a~ditor-~ft-all-cottnt~e~-wh@rein 

s~ch-o££~ee-~e-a~thor±zed,-Eor--the--E±~ee%--year--beginn±n~ 

auly--%,--i98i,-±~-eom~tlt~d-by-add±n9-the-anntlal-ba~e-eaiary 

eh 

tat--$i4r999-£or-the--eottnties--o€--the--£ir~t--thrott9h 

~na """""" cau~•l 
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£i£eh--elsee-ee-ehe-pop~iseion-inerement-o£-$i8-£er-eseh-l88 

persons-or-major-rraetion-thereo£-ineittded-in--the--eounty~s 

population--as--determin@d--by--the--1989--Eederai-deeenniai 

eettetls;-or 

tbt--$iir966-Eor-eetlnti@s--o£--the--six~h--and--seven~h 

claes--te-~he-poptliation-inerement-o£-$i9-per-%69-perse~s-er 

ma;or--£rae~ion--thereo£--±n--the--eottttty~s--popttlation---as 

determ±ned---by--the--i986--£ederal--deeennial--eenstts4 The 

governing body of a county must annually establish the 

salary of each elected county official and each deputy or 

assistant county qf_~_icial by adopting a resolution. This 

resolution must be adopted no later than March 31. 

(2) tat-~he--eoH~~y--s~per±n~endent--o£--sehool~-shail 

recei•er-i~-add±~iott-to-the--salary--bos~d--~poft--s~bs~et±oft 

tlt,-the-s~m-or-~48e-per-yesr~ 

tbt--~h~--eounty--sher±££-shaii-reee±ver-±ft-add±t±on-to 

the-saia~y-hased-~pon-subseet±on-trt7-~h~-sum-o£-$ir999--p~r 

y~aro 

tet--Ttt--eoHnties--w±th--a-popttiat±on-iess-than-397 999 7 

the-eo~nty--at~orney--who--±s--a--part-t±me--of£±e±ai--shaii 

r~eeive,--in--add±t±ott--to--the-saiary-hased-~pon-stlbseetion 

titr-the-~um-o€-$1,~99-per--yearo--ftt--eaeh--eounty--w±th--a 

popuiat±ott-±tt-exeess-o£-39,999r-th~-eounty-attorttey-~haii-be 

a--ftlii-time-o££±e±al-ttnder-1-4-~194,-and-his-saiary-£or-the 

£±seai-year-beq±nn±n9-a~±y-i,-i96iT-shaii-be-~367599o 
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tet--£n-those-eo~n~ies-whe~e-the-o££iee-e£--~he--eonnty 

atterney--has--been--estah%*shed--as--a--£~il-time--pes±t±on 

pars~ant-to-T-4-iT86y-the-salary-o£-the-eottnty-attor~ey--for 

the--riseai--yesr--beginning-d~ly-l,-l98l7-shsll-be-$367 5GGT 

Beginning-en-a~%y-%7-%98ir-and-en-d~ly-%-o£-eaeh--sttceeed±n9 

yea~7--eaeh-eo~nty-attorney-sha%i-he-entitied-to-an-±nerease 

in-saiary-eaic~lated-hy-add±ng-to-h±s-ann~ai-saXary-on--auiy 

l7--i98iy--an-inerement-of-T9t-o£-the-iast-previotts-ealendar 

year~s-eons~mer-price-index-for-all--ttrban--eonstlmers,--~oSo 

department--o£--iabor,--b~rea~-of-iabor-stat±st±es,-or-ot~er 

index-that-the-b~rean-o£-b~s~n~ss-and-eeonom±e--researeh--o£ 

the-uniYersity-ef-Mentana-may-in-the-£~tttre-reeegnize-a~-the 

sueeessor--to--that--index.-~fte-eost-o£-%iving-±nerement-£or 

the-£iseal--year--beginning--a~ly--i7--i983r--~ne--fo~--eaeh 

s~bse4uent--fiscai-year-shai%-be-added-to-ail-eost-o£-%iYin~ 

inerements-granted-Eor-prev±e~s-yeers. 

tet--Por-eaeh-19th-year-a£ter-the-£iseai-year-beginning 

d~iy-ly-l98lT-the-iatest-£ederai-deeenniai-eensus-statisties 

sha%%-be-tfte-basis-£or-eomp~tatien-e£-pop~iation--inerements 

~nder--tftis--seetion.--aaring--the--inter•ening-9-years,-the 

eom~utation-o£-popaiatien-inerements-applieable-en-dttiy-±-o£ 

eaeh-year-shali-be-based-on-the-iast-ealendar-year~s--annaai 

estimates---o£---eo~nties~---~opaiations---eompiled--by--the 

£ederai-state--eooperati¥e--pro~ram--£or--estimates--ef--~h~ 

~ftiversi~y--of--Montana--b~rea~--e£--b~siftess--aftd--eeenomie 
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researeft-&ftd-~he-e.so-bureau-o£-the-eeftsus-er-ether-est~Mate 

that-the--bttreaa--e£--b~siness--and--eeonom~e--researeh--may 

ee~ti£y. The salaries established as provided in subsection 

(l) are effective July 1 of each year. 

(3) The salary of an elected official or a deputy or 

assistant county official may not be reduced from the level 

of compensation authorized for that position on October 1, 

1985, and may be increased subject to the requirements of 

subsection (4). 

(4) If the governing body decides to raise the 

salaries of county elected officials and deputy or assistant 

county officials, the governing body must set the salaries 

of all county officers and deputies or assistants using the 

same factor for all county salaries in a uniform manner that 

will insure that the relative relationship between and among 

salaries remains the same as the level of compensation 

authorized on October 1, 1985. The ratio of the current 

salaries, one to another, must remain the same as the ratio 

of the salaries prior to the increase authorized by the 

governing body." 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2504. Se%e:t"*es--te--be--£ixed--by--resoitttien---­

eost-o£-iivift~---inet"~Meftts Public hearing and notice 

required. tit-~h~-eettftty-gov~t"n~ng-bedy-sha%1-by-resoltte±oft, 

oP'I:-er-b~fore-Cfaiy~l- 7-i98~7-and-en-or-beEore-cJa:-l:y-l--e·f--@aeh 
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year-~herea£ter-ad;ast-and-uni£ormiy-£ix-the-saiar±es-e£-~he 

eo~nty--~reasurer7--eounty--elerkT--eo~nty--asse~sor,-cottnty 

schoo~-supertfttendent,-e~ttnty-sheri££,-and-the-e%erk-o~--the 

d~s~rict--eoHrt;--the--coonty-a~d~tor-t±£-there-±s-onet;-ane 

the--cottnty--sttrveyor--ti£--he--receives---a---saiaryt---for 

cost-o£-i%vin~--inerease--by--addin~--to--the--annttai-saiary 

e~mpttte~-ttnder-~-4-i563-an-inerement-ea~ettiated-by--appty±nq 

to---th@--aftft~al--saiory--estahitshed--hy--7-4-~583t±t--pl~s 

previoas-eoe~-o£-~~ving-increments,-~at-of-the-last-prev±otts 

eaiendar--year~s--eonsttmer--priee--index---£or---ail---orban 

eonsttmers,---HoS7--departmeft~--of--ia~or,--bttrea~--oE--la~er 

sta~istiesr-or-o~her-index-that-the-bttreaH-of--btteine~~--a~d 

economie--~eseareh--ef--the-ttnivers±ey-o£-Moneana-may-ift-ehe 

ftt~ttre--reeogn±ze--as--the--sttccessor--eo--that--±ndexo--~he 

eest-of-~ivin9--inerement-ror-the-r±seai-year-beginnin9-0~ly 

17-!9937-and-for-eaeh-snbseqnent-tiseal-year-shall-be--added 

to-a~i-eost-o£-l±ving-±nerements-granted-for-previons-yearso 

t~t--lf--the-appiteat±on-of-~-4-%59~-doe~-not-q~al±fy-a 

eonnty-o££ieial-£or-a-salary-tnerease-o£-at-least-~%-on-Ottly 

iT-i98lT-his-sa~ary-on-that-date-shall-be--inereased--by--an 

amoHnt--stt££ie±ent--to--prov±de-him-total-salary-eqttal-te-9% 

more-than-dttring-the-previons-yearo 

t3t--~he-eennty-~overn±ng--body--shall--~y--resolttt±enr 

prier--to--Ouly--1-o£-eaeh-year,-establ±sh-the-salary-of-the 

eoronero-~he-salary-mttst-be-in-efteet-ttpon-ehe-first-,day--o£ 
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LC 0313/01 

each--ensttiftg--£±seai--year. Before the governing body may 

establish salaries for county elected officials and deputy 

or assistant county officials, the governing body shall hold 

a public hearing. Notice of the purpose of the public 

hearing must be published in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the county at least once a week for the 2 

successive weeks before the public hearing." 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2108, MCA, is amended to read: 

01 7-4-2108. Mileage allowance for county conunissioners 

expenses. (1) In addition to the salary provided by 

1-t-%l87tlt 7-4-2503, each member of the board of county 

commissioners in counties of the first, second, third, and 

fourth class shall receive a mileage allowance as provided 

in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going 

to and returning from the county seat and his place of 

residence, each day that such trip is actually made and 

while engaged in the performance of his official duties. 

(2) Each member of the board in all other counties is 

entitled to a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 for 

the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning 

from the county seat and his place of residence each day 

that such trip is actually made to perform official duties. 

Any county commissioner whose place of residence is 50 miles 

or more from the county seat, as measured by the usual route 

of travel, and who elects to remain more than one day in the 

-6-
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county seat to attend sessions of the board or perform his 

official duties is entitled to receive, in addition to 

mileage for one round trip between. his place of residence 

and the county seat, $18 per day as expenses for _each day's 

attendance on sessions of the board while engaged in the 

performance of his official duties. 

(3) All claims for lodging expense reimbursement 

allowed under this section must be documented by 

appropriate receipt. 

an 

(4) When other than commercial, nonreceiptable lodging 

facilities are utilized by a county commissioner, the amount 

of S7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for each day 

in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu of the 

14 amount authorized in this section. However, when overnight 

15 accommodations are provided at the expense of any government 

16 entity, no reimbursement may be claimed for lodging. 

17 (5) This section does not apply to counties that have 

18 adopted charter form of government . ., 

19 

20 

Section 4. Section 7-14-2610, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-2610. Payment of damages and expenses. All 

21 awards of damages estimated by the board or made by the 

22 proper court and all expenses, including those of the 

23 members of the board and their per diem authorized by 

24 ~-4-i%8~--and 7-4-2108, shall be paid out of the county road 

25 fund on the order of the board." 
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Section 5. Section 7-32-104, -MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-32-104. Salaries. The provisions of 7-4-2503 and 

7-4-2504 notwithstanding, the salaries of the director and 

employees of the department of public safety shall be 

established by the public safety commission and shall be 

paid by the 

commissioners. 

city or town with the board of county 

Said salaries in any event shall not be less 

than those ~peeified-±ft determined pursuant to 7-4-2503 and 

7-4-2504." 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Repealer. Sections 7-4-2107 

and 7-4-2505, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-

-8-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 75 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH 

ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AS AMENDED 

WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF 

ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS ANB 

BBPH~Y--6R--AS9iS~AN~--ee~¥--BPPfeiAbS, EXCEPT THE COUNTY 

ASSESSOR, BY PROVIDING THAT THE SALARIES BE DETERMINED BY 

THE COUNTY GOVERNING BODY, AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2108, 

7-4-il5937-7-4-il5B4 7-4-2502 THROUGH 7-4-2505, 7-14-2610, AND 

7-32-104, MCA, REPEALING SBe~tBNS SECTION 7-4-2107 ANB 

=t--4-i565, MCA. II 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2503~ MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2~03. Saia~y-~ehedtlle-tor-eerta±n-eo~nty-o£f±eer~ 

County governing board to set salaries OF CERTAIN ELECTED 

COUNTY OFFICERS -- increases to be uniform. (1) ~he-salary 

paid-~o-the-eo~~ty-~rea~~r~r,--eotlnty--e±erk--~nd--reeorder7 

cle~~--ef--ehe--d±str±et--eou~t7--part-time-eo~ftty-attorney, 

eotlftty--assessor,--eo~rtty--~~pertrt~~rtde~t--o£--sehoe±s 7 --artd 

eounty-sheri££;-t~e-eo~ney-surveyor-in-cottnties-where-cottnty 

sarveyors--reeeive-!aiaries-es-provided-in-T-4-ZB~r~-and-~he 

ee~nty-auditor--in--a}i--eettntie~--whe~etn--~ueh--o£fiee--i~ 

authorized,--Eor--t~e-£isea%-year-beqtnninq-att±y-±,-±9Bi 7 -is 

eem~uted-by-ad~inq-tne-annttai-base-saiary-of~ 

~ l ... >l><i•• CD"'"" 
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tat--~~47999-ror-~he--eoanties--o£--the--ri~st--throagh 

iifeft--ciaes-to-efte-popu!ation-ine~ement-of-$~9-Eor-eaeh-iOO 

persons-or-major-£~aet±on-thereo£-inci~ded-in--tfte--eounty•s 

pepuiation--as--dete~mined--by--the--1999--feder«i-decenniai 

eenetts--r-or 

tbt--$%~Teee-£or-eoan~±es--o£--the--s±xth--and--seven~h 

eiaes--to-~he-popuiation-inerement-o£-~%9-per-fSS-persons-or 

major--frection--thereo£--in--the--eounty~s--pepu~ation---a3 

determ±nerl---by--the--±986--federa±--deeennial--censtl~~ The 

governing body of a county must annually establish the 

salary of each elected county official and-~~~h-deptt~y-or 

a~s±s~an~-eott~ey-off~e±a±, EXCEPT THE COUNTY ASSESSOR, ~ 

adopting a resolution. This resolution must be adopted no 

later than March 3.1. 

(2) (A) THE SALARIES OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR AND THE 

DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR SHALL BE DETERMINED ACCORDING TO THE 

PAY MATRIX WHICH IS ESTABLISHED FOR STATE EMPLOYEES IN TITLE 

2, CHAPTER 18, PART 3: 

(I) THE GRADE OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR IS THE SAME GRADE 

AS THE APPRAISAL SUPERVISOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

SERVING IN THAT COUNTY, BUT THE SALARY OF A COUNTY ASSESSOR 

MAY NOT BE LESS THAN THE SALARY PAID TO THAT OFFICIAL ON 

JULY 1, 1985. 

l!!l_THE SALARY OF THE DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR MAY NOT 

EXCEED 90% OF THE SALARY OF THE ASSESSOR IN THE COUNTY IN 

-2- HB 75 
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WHICH THE DEPUTY SERVES. 

.l!!J THE METHOD OF DETl':l:',;~NING ~LARTEE fOR THE COUNT_>: 

ASSESSOR AND THE DEPO'n COUm'j_ASSE_§SOR fN SUBS:c;;_T!()l>l_l_~Jj,'U 

MAY NOT BE CONSTRUEq_ !-0 M~i!~1~ __ _'£HOSE: O~P:!:CIA~~ ARE ___ S'T'AT~ 

EMPLOYEES. -----
tZtlll tat·-Phe--eeur:ty-~~t:p~-r"tft:t:e-ncicht-of·-st'!\'te~±t.J-she:l:±-

ree~±ve,.-in-add.itiel"\-to-t:he--!!t'!±.e:t>y--b~!"'ed--~pe;,--!!!ttb~~ee.te!'l 

f;tT-th~-s~m-of--$439-~~r-yee~~ 

+bt--~he--~onnt}--skeri££--~~al±-reee±•eT-~~-ccldi~i~n-te 

t:fo!_e--!J~l:a:r.•y-·be.sed--tipe~-:"lc!b!!ee'!:±¢!".i-{" lt·r -~r..-;-3ttrn--e:;f ··$2-_. tHHi-- --r,e t' 

yeett"• 

fet--- f:rt--ee~Ht±e: :!!- -w-itR- -!:t-pe.p~ie:tion.- Ito:~s-!:ht'! ~t-0: ~ 7 e G &. 

the-~otl~ty--~teorney--wne---~~--a--~art-ti~e--~~f~ei~i--sh~±i 

re~~ivey--±~--ed2i~ion--~e--the·"s~±ary-~~~ea-ttr~o-5ubse~ti~n 

tit;-eft!!- !l!ittftt-~f-$±7 ~a a -pet~--yt!f!J't"o--fn--et"..; ~h- "-i!':..,!lrt~y~'~O/ i .. :l"J. ----o: 

popti~ae~e-a ·-±n-1\!'xee 3s-of-39.., &99-;-!:he- ee!:fnt 1- at:~e~r.~y- ~~o ?·: i·-b'! 

e:-- €t!l-i- ~ tm.ti!-~-Fr±e±e:l--ttnder- ':!- 4--2994 7 - .>J.!'\cl ~n-i-~- ~a 1:!\ t>-y-· :eof'- the 

f±~ea±-yi!!J!"-b~tj±-r"!:n±ng -;-J~!:y-i,- 3::98!,-~hti 1 i -be-$ 3 6,. ~~aGo 

tdt-- In.-ti"\o5e-e~un-tie:!- "R"hi!!1">!-t-k~-·or:£:.c:; -of ~--e;-,~--eo~nty 

at:t:orn~r- -has--·be:et'l-- e5ot:e:b±+shed--er~--e--tui:l: ·-el.-.n~-- -po.s .t t i-or:. 

pttr-~tjant- to- 'T- 4 -~ =t-96 7 -the -~a~e ry-or -· ehe-eottr'l e 't -I;! t t ~t' r ey--- re-t' 

efte--£±5ea*--yeft~--beg~ft~ift9-dttfy-i<-i98±7-~~a~~-be-$36t569T 

Beginn*"g-on-dtt%y-%,-±98i7-8nd-on-au%y-X-e£-e~~~--·3tt~ee~O~n~ 

yett r 7- -ee:eh-eounty-at: t: or ney-:!thai-r-oe-~ zH: it: Tl!d- to- s. n-.i:-r::e f' e.a !Je 

i n-!!!~1:'3::3: r-y -ea:l: e u ttl t:ed -by-add:-i-1"!~-eo-hi :os: --an~ t:s ~-~a itt:-y--on-- a-~ L y 
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i 7--~9at.--~~-±rt~=eme~e-o£-~Q%-e£-eh~-ia~~-prevfotl~-eall!nd~r 

yFJe r-.J. 3 -co!"!~?!t!'le~ -pr i:ee- index- fo~-a:l: t ---t!t"bei't--eonst:m~r !IJ -,- ·- -f:hS .­

depa r~rr..e~-- t -- ··sf- -±.~b'5r-,--baree:tt-- ef:-!:ttho+-~tat±-s t-j:.e~,-o ~- othe~ 

±ftde~--~hAt-·th!-br!r~~~-ef-bcts±nesg-c~~--~e~~e~+e---Pes~arch--~f 

ehe·-tJn-.t..,l!.'rsity --~~- f"!~,atl'!t:ne:-~a~·-±n-eh~-- ~t2~t1r'e -·"'f>:~!!'l-~!'1.1--::t!: -r.o:'! -th!! 

~~eee~~or--t~--~~cl~--- ~ftcl@x:·~he·-~o~~-o£-living-iMeremen~-Eor 

~h~-e~~~e~---y~ar---~~9~~·~t~g--d~}y-··-iT--t~63~--and--fer--~ach 

~t'le~::::"1t!-erl-~--fi~ ;::a :i:. ·· 'Jf'!tt :· --f-:hai ~-\::1.::- ~dtied-te- a± l-e~.st-of -~ i- \t:i:ng 

i-Ae 1':" ertH~ ~t :!IJ -·:; t'~ n t @o1d -- i~~ ;;- -f'!'~.._, Zoti: ~-yes. e ~ ·r 

iet-·-Pe~-~ae"-l&th-year-~~te~--~~~-f~sc~i-year-b~g~nn±n9 

Jti±y-} 1 -i~8~7-~~e-±~t~~t-f~derai-~ece"~±a~-~ens~~-3t~t+~~±~s 

shai !-·- ht- --:":""t!---bt.t~± ~- ~. e?:"-e. '.Jr.-~..,_J.:-~~±·:::ll"l: --o£ -popu ·tfit:-!-en- ---i-r.e:rere~ nt~ 

tj,n&er-- -t---h~~--~~·~~·i:~n-,, .... f:Hf' i-M.~-<-~':H!.- --'i.-rr~~t"vel"l:~~q-·9--year3.., -the 

cnmpn:t e: ~ :i f)i" -.f'lf -r ('pul-ai": ;.e r' --:':ru;r c.'f:f-"",1.· ~ .,.'.i:~'(' ~ i-c .~b±E--- .,n -if":j: l y --} -l':'r! 

~neh··y~u~-~h8l~-h~-~~9ed--~n-~~e-±~s~-~3;~~~~~-yee~~~--a~n~~~ 

e~t :t~ t':-1!:"~- ····ef'- -· --.-:e.ctrt't. ~f.,,__.._ ·---pe-f'~i-t'!:t: i·e:s-.s -celii.p!:led--Cy --·the 

fede-rc.l:-!'tEi:'.::e--eoo_rl?'t. :.t:! v~--:t'rO'jf'ei"::.- .. - ~e':." --e~to:1-m!!lite~--·.:.1t --~fie 

':il"l~ve f'ts·-i: ey--~f.- --Mon t-an&--ktt ~eeu:2 --~e -· -~ '.i~-i:-:1e .<5 ~---artl'i·--eeonornie 

r~er.>et:t'~h-artd -~t~;e -G-:. 37 -b~-~r.eo.tt!j-o:E-t~"!-een::.nl's-o!' -o~to.~r-e~ time:'!~ 

toht~t--t:h~ --t'P.1f'e a~t- -e~---~~~i-M:i!~~-- ~nd~-econ\J::!I-1-e -·- 't!'H!H:-t'!: r eh- -tu:ty 

e<!1"~i-~y--. The salaries estab1 ish09.._~~::''7 iC~d in sul-~!'::__'7~:i:O!I_ 

'lJ EcJ:·e effecti.~:~__i_:llv i of each ye.::n. 

t~:Lf__1!_ __ '1'he __ ~~acv of _an eVo;~cted of_fJ:_cial ~r--a--~-~ 

~~--asai~tal'!e·--eaun!:I.:.:-~-~ic±"l ~-~.!?!...2~~Juce~ts..9£_:___t_t!~ 

l!'~~.:.l ___ p_! __ c:~IT'£'~~ration a~,.;t:noc.ized for tha£____E_9!=_L~~ 
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October 1, 1985, and may be increased subject to the 

requirements of ~ubsection i!t ~ 

t4t(5) If the governing body decides to raise the 

salaries of county elected officials and-dep~er-o~-assietan~ 

eednty--o£fieia%s, the~erning body must set the salaries 

of all county officers and-dep~e~es-er-a~~istant~ using the 

same factor for all ee~nty SOCH salaries in a uniform manner 

that will insure that the relative relationship between and 

among salaries remains the same as the level of com~ensation 

authorized on October 1, 1985. The ratio. of the current 

salaries, one to another, must remain the same as the ratio 

of the salaries prior to the increase authorized by the 

governing body." 

SECTION 2. SECTION 7-4-2502, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"7-4-2502. Payment of salaries of county officials and 

assistants. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the 

salaries of the county officers and their assistants may be 

paid monthly, twice monthly, or every 2 weeks out of the 

general fund of the county and upon the order of the board 

of county commissioners. 

I 2) (a) The salary of the county attorney is payable 

monthly, with one-half from the general fund of the county 

and the other one-half from the state treasury upon the 

warrant of the state auditor. The portion payable from the 

state treasury may not exceed $12,000 per year in the case 
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of part-time county attorneys or $24,000 per year in _the 

ca~e of full-time county attorneys. 

(b) The county commissioners of each county shall, 

within 30 days after the election or appointment to fill a 

vacancy for any cause in the office of county attorney, 

certify the election or appointment to the state auditor, 

who shall thereafter draw warrants for such salary in the 

same manner as for state officers. In case of a vacancy, the 

county co~~issioners shall immediately notify the stat~ 

auditor, and the duditor shall compute the salary due on the 

basis uf the notification. 

(3) The board has jurisdiction and power, under such 

limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to 

fix the compensation of all county officers not otherwise 

fixed by law and to provide for the payment of the same." 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2504. Saiarie~--~o--be--£±xed--by--re~ei~tio~----

eo~t-e£-iiv±~~---±nereme~ts Public hea~lng and notice 

required. ti7-~he-ee~nty-9o~ern±nq-bedy-~h~ii-by-r@eei~tion7 
en-o~-b~£e~e-auly-±,-±98i7-a"d-on-or-be~o~e-auly-±--o£--~aeft 

year-therea£ter-aa;ust-aftd-tlnifo~m±y-fix-the-~aiar±es-o£-t~e 

eottnty--trea~~rer,--eo~nty--el@r~,--eo~nty--asse~~orr-eottnty 

~e~oe%-stt~erintendent7-eOttnty-sheri£F7-and-the-eXerk-oE--the 

distriet--eottrt~--the--eettnty-attditor-t±£-there-±s-oneti-and 

the--eottnty--sttr~eyor--t±f--he--reee±~es---a---saiaryt---£or 
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ees~-ef-iiv*ng--±nerease--by--addi"~--to--the--an~~ei-~a%a~y 

eomptt~ed-~nder-T-4-i583-an-inerement-eaiettiated-by--&ppiy±nq 

to---the--a~ft~a~--sa%ary--estabiished--by--7-4-i583tlt--pius 

preyious-eos~-o£-iiv±ng-in~r.em~nes,-7&,-or-tne-ias~-prev±ott~ 

ea±endar--year~s--eons~mer--price--index---for---~i±---urben 

eonstua.ers,---HoS-;----departmen:t--o£--in:bor-,--btlreatt--o£--l:abe!" 

statisties7-or-otfter-±nde~-tfta~-the-b~r~aH-e£--b~s±nes5--and 

eeonomie--resea~eft--e~--the-~ni~ersity-or-Men~and~mey-±n-th~ 

~tttttre--reeogn±ze--a~--the--etleeessor--to--tnat--±ndexo--~he 

eost-o£-i±•±ng-·-increment-for-the-Eise3±-y~ar-beg±~~±~g-Uttiy 

iT-%983,-and-£or-eaeh-~abs~qtte~~-£tsee!-year-shs~~-he-·-ad0ed 

~o-air-eos~-oE-%ivinq-incremeft~~-g~~~ted-£or-pre~+~ti~-yeers~ 

tit--fE--the-app±ication-or-7-4-i5Q3-does-ftot-q~a~i£y-a 

eo~nty-e£~~e~ai-£or--a-salary-i~cree~e-o£-et-Zees~-~%-e~-a~±y 

%;-%98%;-hi~-saiary-on-that-date-sha%%-be--±Me~ea~ed--by--an 

ame~ne--sttffie~ent--to--provide-ft±m-totai-~aiery-eqtte~-to-T% 

more-thaft-d~riftg-~he-prev±otts-yearo 

t3t--~he-eottnty-9overning--body--sftei~--by--re3olHeion7 

prior--to--~ttly--%-of-eaeh-year;-es~abi±~h-the-selary-o£·-ehe 

eeroner.-~fte-saisry-m~st-be-in-e££eee-upon-the-£±rs~-day--or 

eaeft--ensttiftq--£isea%--yeero Before the governing body m~: 

establish salaries for county elected officials ~ftd--d~pH~Y 

or-assistant-eo~n~y-o~fteiai~, the governing ~shall hold 

a public hearing. Notice of the purpose of the public 

he.ilring must be published in a newspaper of genei:'al 
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circulation _in the county at least once .:1 week for the 2 

suc<?essive weeks before the public hearing." 

~~~ON~--~~CTTON 7-4-2505, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ; 

"7-4-2505. Amount of compensation for deputies and 

assistants. (l} Subject to subsection (2), the boards of 

ccunty commissioners in the several counties in the state 

shall have the power. to fix the '-'Or.lpensatian allowed any 

deputy or assistant of the following officers: 

(a) clerk and recorder; 

(b) clerk of the district court; 

(c) treasureri 

( ,i} as!3~ssor; 

(e) count7 attorney; 

(f) auditlJr. 

(2) (a) The salary of a d~puty or an assistant listed 

in subsection (1} may not be mere than 90\ of the salary of 

the officer under whom scch d~puty or assistant is serving. 

(b) Where any deputy or assistant is employed fo~ a 

period of less tna~ 1 year, the compensation of such deputy 

or assistant shall be for the t~m~ sc employed, provided the 

rate of such compensation shall not be in excess of the 

rates no'.ol provided by law for similar deputies and 

assi~tants except as provided herein~ 

(c) Deputy assessors' salaries shall be ~he--same--as 

ua i.d the-d.epn-ty-e3::erk-e:nd-rec::order a3 pr·ovidt:H1 in 7:-4-250]_. •= 
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Section 5. Section 7-4-2108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2108. Mileage allowance for county commissioners 

expenses. (1) In addition to the salary provided by 

•-•-irS~trt 7-4-2503, each member of the board of county 

commissioners in counties of the first, second, third, and 

fourth class shall recejve a mileage allowance as provided 

in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going 

to and returning from the county seat and his place of 

residence, each day that such trip is actually made and 

while engaged in the performance of his official duties. 

(2) Each member of the board in all other counties is 

entitled to a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 for 

the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning 

from the county seat and his place of residence each day 

that such trip is actually made to perform official duties. 

Any county commissioner whose place of residence is 50 miles 

or more from the county seat, as measured by the usual route 

of travel, and who elects to remain more than one day in the 

county seat to attend sessions of the board or perform his 

official duties is entitled to receive, in addition to 

mileage for one round trip between his place of residence 

and the county seat, $18 per day as expenses for each day's 

attendance on sessions of the board while engaged in the 

performance of his official duties. 

(3) All claims for lodging expense reimbursement 
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allowed under this section must be documented by an 

appropriate receipt. 

{4) When other than commercial, nonreceiptable lodging 

facilities are utilized by a county commissioner, the amount 

of $7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for each day 

in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu of the 

amount authorized in this section. However, when overnight 

accommodations are provided at the expense of any government 

entity, no reimburEement may be claimed for lodging. 

(5) This s~ction does not apply to counties that have 

adopted charter form of government ... 

Section 6. Section 7-14-2610, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-2610. Payment of damages and expenses. All 

awards of damages estimated by the board or made by the 

proper court and all expenses, including those of the 

members of the board and their per diem authorized by 

~-4-%i9~-~ftd 7-4-2108, sha11 be paid out of the county road 

fund an the order of the board." 

Section 7. Section 7-32-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-32-104. Salaries. The provisions of 7-4-2503 and 

7-4-2504 notwithstanding, the salaries of the director and 

of public safety shall be employees of the department 

established by the public safety commission and shall be 

paid by the city or town with the board of county 

commissioners. Said salaries in any event shall not be less 
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1 than those speeiEied-i~ determined pursuant to 7-4-2503 and 

2 

3 

4 

7-4-2504 • II 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer. Seetfe•a 

7-4-2107 and-~-4-i565, MCA, a~e IS repealed. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 75 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF 

ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS ANB 

BEPB~¥--eR--ASSrS~AN~--eeBN~¥--BPPr€fAhS, EXCEPT THE COUNTY 

ASSESSOR, BY PROVIDING THAT THE SALARIES BE DETERMINED BY 

THE COUNTY GOVERNING BODY; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2108, 

7-4-i593T-T-4-i594 7-4-2502 THROUGH 7-4-2505, 7-14-2610, AND 

7-32-104, MCA; REPEALING SE€~i6NS SECTION 7-4-2107 ANB 

T-4-i565 I MCA. II 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2503, MCA, is amended to read: 

1'7-4-2503. Sa}a~y-~~h~dtl}e-£or-certa±~-co~~ty-of£ieer~ 

County governing board to set salaries OF CERTAIN ELECTED 

COUNTY OFFICERS -- increases to be uniform. (l) ~he-~a~ery 

pa~d-to-~fte-county-trea~tlrer,--county--e~erk--a~d--r~corderr 

eier~--of--the--distriet--eourtr--~ar~-etme-eottnty-attorrtey, 

eottnty--a~aesaor,--eounty--super~rttende~t--of--sehoo~~7--and 

eottnty-~her±E£7-the-eettnty-~Mrveyor-±n-eottnt±e~-where-eott~~y 

~tt~veyor~--~eee±ve-~aiar~ee-a~-prov±ded-±~-~-4-~81~;-and-ene 

eottnty-~~d±to~--±n--ail--eotlnt±e~--wherein--~tleh--o£r±ee--±~ 

atlt~o~±Eed,--~or--the-r±~eai-year-be~±nn±n~-JHiy-~r-t98i 7 -±~ 

eomp~ted-~y-add±ng-the-annttal-ba~e-~aie~y-o£~ 

~n• , .. ,. ... ,. c~~• 
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t~t--$147999-fer-the--ee~ntiea--ef--the--firat--threttgh 

£±£th--e~e~~-ee-tfte-pep~lation-inerement-o£-$±6-£or-eaeh-±99 

~er~ons-or-ma;or-Eraetion-tftereo£-ine~~Sed-in--the--eo~~ty~s 

pop~±ation--as--determ±ned--by--the--l989--£edera±-deeennial 

een~t:t~7-0'f' 

tet--$lir99&-£or-eo~nties--o£--the--e±xth--and--se~enth 

eiass--to-the-popt:tiation-±nerement-o£-~ie-per-166-persons-or 

ma;or--fraetion--thereo£--±n--the--eo~nty~e--~opttlation---as 

determ±ned---by--the--i989--feeeral--deeennia±--eensns. ~ 

~erning body of a county must annually establish the 

salary of each elected county official a~d-eaen-d~ptt~y-or 

assisteftt-eo~ftty-o££ieial, EXCEPT THE COUNTY ASSESSOR, ~ 

adopting a resolution. This resolution mus!: be adOpted no 

later than March 31. 

(2) (A) THE SALARIES OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR AND THE 

DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR SHALL BE DETERMINED ACCORDING TO THE 

PAY MATRIX WHICH IS ESTABLISHED FOR STATE EMPLOYEES IN TITLE 

2, CHAPTER 18, PART 3: 

(I) THE GRADE OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR IS THE SAME GRADE 

AS THE APPRAISAL SUPERVISOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

SERVING IN THAT COUNTY, BUT THE SALARY OF A COUNTY ASSESSOR 

MAY NOT BE LESS THAN THE SALARY P~lQ__T0_1~HAT_ OFFICIAL ON 

JULY 1, 1985. 

(II) THE SALARY OF THE DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR MAY NOT 

EXCEED 90% OF THE SALARY OF THE ASSESSOR Ir;_ THE COUNTY IN 
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October 1, 1985, and may be ±nereaee8 CHANGED subject to the 

requirements of subsection f!i ~ 

t4t(5) If the governing body decides to raise CHANGE 

the salaries of county elected officials and--depttty--o~ 

assistant--eottnty-eEf~e~a%s, the governing body must set the 

salaries of all county officers and-a@ptt~ies--er--asststants 

using the same factor for all eo~nty SUCH salaries in a 

unifoim manner that will insure that thE! relative 

relationship between and among salaries remains_the same as 

the level of compensation authorized on October 1, 1985. 

The ratio of the current salaries, one to another, must 

remain the same as the ratio of the salaries prior to the 

ine~ease CHANGE authorized by the governing body." 

SECTION 2. SECTION 7-4-2502, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"7-4-2502. Payment of salaries of county officials and 

assistants. (l) Except as provided in subsection {2), the 

salaries of the county officers and their assistants may be 

paid monthly, twice monthly, or every 2 weeks out of the 

general fund of the county and upon the order of the board 

of county commissioners. 

( 2) (a) The salary of the county attorney is payable 

monthly, ~i~h one-half from the general fund of the county 

and the otr.e:- one-half from the state treasury upon the 

warrant of :he state auditor. The portion payable from the 

state treas~ry may not exceed $12,000 per year in the case 

-5- HB 75 
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of part-time county attorneys or $24,000 per year in the 

case of full-time county attorneys. 

(b) The county commissioners of each county shall, 

within 30 days after the election or appointment to fill a 

vacancy for any cause in the office of county attorney, 

certify the election or appointment to the state auditor, 

who shall thereafter draw warrants for such salary in the 

same manner as for state officers. In case of a vacancy, the 

county commissioners shall immediately notify the state 

auditor, and the auditor shall compute the salary due on the 

basis of the notification. 

(3) The board has jurisdiction and power, under such 

limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to 

fix the compensation of all county officers not otherwise 

fixed by law and to provide for the payment of the same.n 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2504. S8~8ries--te--~e--~±xed--by--~e~oi~~±o~----

eo~t-o~-~iviftq---ifteremen~~ Public hearing and notice 

required. tlt-The-eounty-9o~erning-body-~hail-by-resoiution, 

on-or-before-duiy-i,-l98~T-8nd-en-or-before-July-r--ef--eaeh 

year-thereaf~er-8dj~st-8nd-uni~ormiy-r±K-the-s8l8ries-of-the 

eotlney--trea~u~err--county--clerk,--eounty--as~essor,-eeunty 

school-super±ntendent,-eo~"ey-~he~~ff7-and-tke-eter~-of--the 

d±~~~±e~--eourt;--the--ee~"ty-8~ditor-t±£-eh~re-is-oftet;-a"d 

the--eo~nty--surveyor--tif--he--receives---a---s8iaryt---for 

-6- HB 75 
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eese-ef-i~Y±nt--ine~eaae--ey--addin~--to--the--ann~a%-sa:ary 

eempHted-~nder-7-t-i583-an-inerement-eaie~iated-by--appirin9 

te---the--ann~ai--saiarr--estabiished--by--7-t-i583t~t--pi~s 

pre•ioas-eose-ef-iiYin~-ine~eaefttST-~e•-et-th~-iast-p~ev~oas 

ee%endar--yearLs--eens~aer--priee--index---£er---ai%---urban 

eens~mers7---s~s~--deparement--o£--%aborT--hareaa--ef--labor 

statistiesv-or-other-±ndex-~hat-tfte-barea~-of--business--and 

eeeaemie--researeh--o£--the-univers±ty-eE-Mon~ana-may-±n-the 

fu~re--reeegnize--as--the--sueeesser--te--thet--±ndex.--~he 

ecst-ef-iiYin~--±fterement-Eor-the-riseat-year-beq±nnin~-Juiy 

%7-i9837-and-rer-eaeh-subsequent-£iseai-y~a~-shei!-be--add~d 

~o-a%%-ees~-e£-ii¥ift~-ifteremenes-graneed-~or-pre•~o~s-yearsv 

tit--lr--~he-appiieatien-ef-7-4-i593-dces-net-q~aiify-a 

eounty-oftieiei-fer-a-salary-inerease-of-a~-ieae~-~%-on-d~iy 

i7-%98%T-his-saiary-an-eftat-da~~-sha%%-be--inereesed--hy--an 

ame~ne--su£rteient--to--pro¥ide-him-teta%-saiary-eq~al-te-Tt 

mere-than-dttrin~-the-previous-year. 

t3t--The-ee~ftty-9cvernin9--bedr--shaii--by--re~ci~tienT 

prier--te--6~iy--t-ef-eaeh-year;-estabiish-ehe-satary-ef-the 

eoronere-~fte-saiary-m~st-be-in-ef£eet-upon-the-£ir~t-day--e£ 

eaeh--ensnin~--fisea%--yearT Before the governing body may 

establish salaries for county elected officials snd--depaty 

e~-assis~aftt-eounty-o££ieie!e, the governing body shall hold 

a public hearing. Notice of the purpose of the public 

hearing must be published in a newspaper of general 
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circulation in the county at least once a week for the 2 

successive weeks before the public hearing." 

SECTION 4. SE:CTION 7-4-2505, MCA, IS AME:NDED TO READ:. 

•7-4-2505. Amount O·f compensation fot" deputiea and 

assistants. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the boards of 

county commissioners in the s.everal counties in the state 

shall have the power to fix the .compensation allowed any 

deputy or assistant of the following officers: 

(a) clerk and recorder; 

(b) clerk of the district court; 

(c) treasurec 1 

(d) assessor: 

(e) county attorney; 

(f) auditor. 

(2) (a) The salary of a deputy or an assistant listed 

in subsection (1) may not be more than 901 of the salary of 

th.e oft'icer under whom such deputy or assistant i·s serving. 

(b) Where any deputy or assistant is employed for a 

period of less than 1 year, the compensation of such deputy 

or assistant lilhiiJ,..l be for the time so employed_, provided the 

rate of such compensation shall not be iA excess of the 

rates now provided by law for similar deputies and 

assistants except as pr.ovided be¥ein. 

(c) Deputy assessors' salaries shall be tfte--seme--as 

paid the-dep~ty-eie~~-aftd-reecrder as provided in 7-4-2503." 

-8- liB 75 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

. 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0075/03 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2108, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-4-2108. Mileage allowance for county commissioners 

expenses. (1) In addition to the salary provided by 

?-4-~%97t%t 7-4-2503, each member of the board of county 

commissioners in counties of the first, second, third, and 

fourth class shall receive a mileage allowance as provided 

in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going 

to and returning from the county seat and his place of 

residence, each day that such trip is actually made and 

while engaged in the performance of his official duties. 

(2) Each member of the board in all other counties is 

entitled to a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 for 

the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning 

from the county seat and his place of residence each day 

that such trip is actually made to perform official duties. 

Any county commissioner whose place of residence is 50 miles 

or more from the county seat, as measured by the usual route 

of travel, and who elects to remain more than one day in the 

county seat to attend sessions of the board or perform his 

official duties is entitled to receive, in addition to 

mileage for one round trip between his place of residence 

and the county seat, $18 per day as expenses for each day's 

attendance on sessions of the board while engaged in the 

performance of his official duties. 

(3) All claims for lodging expense reimbursement 

-9- HB 75 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0075/03 

allowed under this section must be documented by an 

appropriate receipt. 

(4) When other than commercial, nonreceiptable lodging 

facilities are utilized by a county commissioner, the amount 

of $7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for each day 

in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu of the 

amount authorized in this section. However, when overnight 

accommodations are provided at the expense of any government 

entity, no reimbursement may be claimed for lodging. 

(5) This section does not apply to counties that have 

adopted charter form of government." 

Section 6. Section 7-14-2610, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-2610. Payment of damages and expenses. All 

awards of damages estimated by the board or made by the 

proper court and all expenses, including those of the 

members of the board and their per diem authorized by 

~-+-%t9~-and 7-4-2108, shall be paid out of the county road 

fund on the order of the board." 

Section 7. Section 7-32-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-32-104. Salaries. The provisions of 7-4-2503 and 

7-4-2504 notwithstanding, the salaries of the director and 

employees of the department of public safety shall be 

established by the public safety commission and shall be 

paid by the city or town with the board of county 

commissioners. Said salaries in any event shall not be less 
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than those spee~f~ed-~ft determined pursuant to 7-4-2503 and 

7-4-2504." 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer. S~et~Ofts 

7-4-2107 aftd-7-4-2565, MCA, are IS repealed. 

-End-
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