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HOUSE BILL NO. 75

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF
ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS AND
DEPUTY OR ASSISTANT COUNTY OFFICIALS BY PROVIDING THAT THE
SALARIES BE DETERMINED BY THE COUNTY GOVERNING BODY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2108, 7-4-2503, 7-4-2504, 7-14-2610,
AND 7-32-104, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 7-4-2107 AND 7-4-250S,

MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-4-2503, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-4-2503, Satary-schedule-for-certain-county-offiecers

County governing board to set salaries —- increases to be

uniform. (1) Phe-satary-paid-to-the-county-tremsurery—county
eterk-and-recorder;-cierk-of-the-district--courty--parc-time
ceunty-—-attorneyy-—county-assesaery-county-superintendent-of
schootsy-and-county-sheriff;-the-county-surveyor-in-counties
where-county--surveyors--receive--sataries--as--provided--in
7-4-2812---and-—the--county--auditor-in-ait-counties-wherein
such-office—is-authorired;-for—-the--£fiscat--year——beginning
July--17--1981;-is-computed-by-adding-the-annuai-base-satary
of:

tat--$14;000-for-the——counties--eof--the--first--through
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€ifth--ctass-to-the-poputation-increment—ocf-9198-£for-each-186
perscna-or-major—fracetion-thereocf-ineinded-in--the--countyis
popuiatien~-as—-decermined--by--ehe--1986--federat-decenniat
censyss-or
tby—-51270680-for-counties-—af--vhe-—-sixth--and--seventh
ciass--to-the-poptuiation—increment—of-520-per-+08-persons-or
major——fraction-—thereof--in--the--countyls—-pepuliation-—-as
determined---by--the--1386--federat--decenniai—-census<s The

governing body of a county must annually establish the

salary of each elected county official and each deputy or

assistant county official by adopting a resolution. This

resolution must be adopted no later than March 31l.

(2) tey-Fhe--county--superintendent--of--schools-shaii
recetver-in-addition-to-the--satary--based--opon--subsection
ti}7-the-sum-of-5460-per-years

thi--Phe--eounty--sheriff-shati-receive;-tn-addition-to
the-satary-based-upon-subsection-ti¥7-the-sum-of-527000--per
years

tey--in--eounties--with--a-poputation-tess-than-39;000;
the-county-—attorney-—who--is--a--part-time--offictat-—-shati
recoiver--in-—additten--te——tha-salary-bassd-upon-subsection
t1ys-the-sum-of-51;200-per--years:--Iin--each--county--with--a
popuiacien-in-excess-of-3078687-the-county-attorney-shati-be
a--Euii—time—efficiai—under—?-4—Q?G47-&ﬂd—his~sa}ary—fof—the

fiscai-year-beginning-July-1;-198%;-shati-be-5367500+

-2~ INTRODLCED BILL
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tdy--in-these-ceuntites—-where-the-office-of--the--county
attorney--has--been--estabtished--as--a—-futi-time--pesition
pursuant-£o-7-4-27067-the-satary-of-the-county-attorney—-for
the--fiscal--year——-beginning-duty-37-196817-shati-be-536;5608+
Beginning-en-duty~-1+-19827-and-on-Jduty-i-ef-ench--succeeding
yeary-—each-ceunty-attorney-shatt-be-entitted-to-an-increase
in-satary-caieuniated-by-adding-to-his-annuai-satary-ea--Juty
t7y--198i7--an-increment-of-F0%-of -the-iasr-pravious-eatendar
yearis-consumer-price-index-for-ati--urban--conaumers;--ds5¢
department--of--labor;--burean-of-iabor-statistica;-or-other
index-that-the-bureau-of-business-and-economic--research—-of
the-university-of-Mentana-may-in-the-fueure-recognize-as-the
successor--to--that—-itndexs-Fhe-cost-of-tiving-inerement—for
the-fiscai--year-—-beginntng--Juiy--17--13837--and--fer--each
Subsequent--£fiscal-year-shati-be-added-to-all-cost-af-tiving
inerementa-granted-for-previeus-yearss

tey--Por-each-ifth-year-afeer-the-£fiscai-year-beginning
duly-17-196817-the-itntest-federal-decenninl-census-statistics
shall-be-the-basts-for-computation-of-poputation—-increments
ander-—this-——-sectionr--Puring--the--inkervening-9-years;—the
computation-of-poputatton-inerements-appiicable-on-duiy--of
each-year-shati-be-based-on-the-tast-caiendar-yearls--annual
estimates—--of---countteat~--poputations---compited--by~-the
£ederai-state--cooperative--program--for--eatimates--of--the

university~—-of--Montana--burean--of--business-—-and--ecanomie
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research-and-the-H:S:-bureau-cf-che-census-or-other—-estimate
that-the--buresau--cf--business--and--economic--reasarch--may

eertifys The salaries established as provided in subsection

(1) are effective July 1 of each year.

{3) The salary of an elected official or a deputy or

assistant county official may not be reduced from the level

of compensation authorized for that pesition on  October 1,

1985, and may be increased subject to the requitements of

subsection (4).

{4) If the governing body decides to raise the

salaries of county elected officials and deputy or asgistant

county officials, the governing body must set the salaries

of all county officers and deputies or assistants using the

same factor for all county salaries in a uniform manner that

will insure that the relative relationship between and among

salaries remains the same as the level of compensation

authorized on October 1, 1985. The ratic of the current

salaries, one to ancther, must remain the same as the ratio

of the salaries pricr to the increase authorized by the

governing body."
Section 2. Section 7-4-2504, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2504. Salartes--to--be--fixed--by--resointion——--

cost-of-tiving-—-inerements Public hearing and notice

required. ti}-Fhe-ecoaunty-qaverning-bedy-shati-by-resaintiony

en-or-before-Juiy-17;-19827-and-en-or-hefore—July-i--af-—each

-
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year-thereafter—adjust-and—nniEerniy—Eix-the-saiutiea-ef-the
ceunty—-tfeasurerv--ceunty——e}erk7——ccunty—-assessor;—connty
schoe}—superintendcnt7—county-sherifET-snd-the—cierk—af—-the
diserict—-conrts—-the—-county-auditor-tif-there-ts-one}y;-and
the——county-—aurveyar—-fif—#heﬂ-receives———a——-saiary1———£or
coat-af-tiving-—inerease--by--adding--ts--the--annuai-salary
q?mputed—under—?—i—25B3—an~incfement'caica}ated-by-—appiying
to-—-the-—annual—--satary--—eatablished--by-—-F-4-2583t:y——plus
previeus-eeat-cf—living—incrementsr-?e%—of-the—ka:t-pfevioua
caiendar—-yearis——consumer--price——index-—-for---aki---urban
:onsumer:7--—B=5:-~depa:tment——of--inborf—~burenu——oE—-1abar
statistics7—or-other—index—Ehat-ehe—bureau«of——business-—and
econemie-—cesearch--of-—the-university-of-Monkana-may-in-the
Enture-—reeegnize-—as-—the-—successo:——ta-—that——index:-—?he
eest-ef-iiving—-increment—Eo:-the-fiscni—yea:-beginn&ng-&u}y
iy—i9837—ané—Eor—each—:ubsequent—fisca}—yea:-ahaii—be-—added
to-aii—cost-oi-iiving-incrementa—granted-fot—previous—years:
tiy—-if——the—npp%ication-of-?—é—ESﬂa—aaes—netAqua}iEyAa
eannt1-eificéai—for-a—sa&ary—increuse*of—at-ieast-?%—on~&uiy
17—}95i7-his-saiaty—on-that—date-shaii—be——increased——by-—an
amaunt--snéfictent——to—-provide-him-totat-satary-equat-te-74%
more-than-during-the-previous-years
faf——The—ceunty-governing~-body——:haii—-by——resoiution7
prfor—-te-*duiy——i—of—eaeh—year;-estabiish—the-saiary-oé—the

cerones--Phe-satary-must-be-in-effect-upon-the-firse-day--of
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each--ensuing--fiseal--years Before the governing body may

establish salaries for county elected officials and deputy

or assistant county officials, the governing body shall hold

a public_hearing. Notice of the purpose of the public

hearing must be published in a newspaper of general

circulation in the county at least once a week for the 2

successive weeks before the public hearing."

Section 3. Section 7-4-2108, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2108. Mileage allowance for county commissioners
-- expenses. (1) In addition to the salary pravided by
$-4-238F¢F3 7-4-2503, each member of the board of county
commigsioners in counties of the first, second, third, and
fourth <c¢lass shall receive a mileage allowance as provided
in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going
to and returning from the county seat and his place of
residence, each day that such ¢trip 1is actually made and
while engaged in the performance ¢f his official duties.

(2} Each member of the board in all other c¢ounties is
entitled to a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 for
the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning
from the county seat and his place of residence each day
that such trip is actually made to perform aofficial duties.
Any county commissioner whose place of residence is 50 miles
or more from the county seat, as measured by the usual route

of travel, and who elects to remain more than one day in the

-6
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county seat to attend sessions of the board or perform his
official duties is entitled to receive, in addition to
mileage for one round trip between his place of residence
and the county seat, $18 per day as expenses for each day's
attendance on sessions of the board while engaged in the
performance of his pfficial duties.

(3) all claims for lodging expense reimbursement
allowed under this section must be deocumented by an
appropriate receipt.

{4) When other than commercial, nconreceiptable lodging
facilities are utilized by a county commissicner, the amount
of $7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for each day
in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu of the
amount authorized in this section. However, when overnight
accommodations are provided at the expense of any government
entity, no reimbursement may be claimed for lodging.

{5) This section does not apply to counties that have
adopted charter form of government."

Section 4. Section 7-14-2610, MCA, is amended to read:

¥7-14-2610. Payment of damages and expenses. All
awards of damages estimated by the board or made by the
proper court and all expenses, including those of the
members of the board and their per diem authorized by
7-4-2387--and 7-4-2108, shall be paid out of the county recad

fund on the order of the board."

-7~
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Section 5. Section 7-32-104, ‘MCA, is amended to tead:

"7-32-104, Salaries. The provisions of 7-4-2503 and

7-4-2504 notwithstanding, the salaries of the director ‘and

employees of the department of public safety‘ shall be
established by the public safety commission and shall be
paid by the city or town with the board of county
commissioners. Said salaries in any event shall not be less

than those spectfied-in determined pursuant to 7-4-2503 and

7-4-2504."
NEW SECTION. Section 6. Repealer. Sections 7-4-2107
and 7-4-2505, MCA, are repealed,
-End-

_B._
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CaM

ON LGCAL GOVERNMENT

AS AMENDED

WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 75

INTRODUCED BY BANNAH
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "BN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF
ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS ANB

PEPUF¥~-OR--ABSEISTANT--COUNTY—-OPPEEIARS, EXCEPT THE COUNTY

ASSESSOR, BY PROVIDING THAT THE SALARIES BE DETERMINED BY

THE COUNTY GOVERNING BODY; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-21408,

F-4-25039-F-4-2504 7-4-2502 THROUGH 7-4-25G%, 7-14-2610, AND

7-32-104, MCA; REPEARLING SEETIONS SECTION 7-4-2107 ANB

F-4-2585, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 7-4-2503, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4=-2503. Salary-achedule-for-certain-county-officers

County governing board to set salaries OQF CERTAIN ELECTED

-- increases to be uniform.

COUNTY OFFICERS {1} Ehe-satary

paid-te-the-county-treasurer;—-county--cierk--and--receordery
cierk--nf-——tche--district--courts--part-time-county-attorneys
county--assessor;--county--superintendent--cf--schesis;--and
county-sheriffr-the-eounty-surveyor-in-ceunties-where-county
surveyers—-reeeive-sniaries—as—provided-in—?—ﬁnﬂﬂiar—and-bhe
county-auditor--in--aii--counties--wherein--such--office——is
anthorized;--for--the-fiscat-year-beginning-Jduiy-37-198%;-i=s

cemputed-by—adding-the-annual-base-aniary-ofs
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tay--9147680-for-the--counties--of--the--first--through
fifeh-—-class-to-the-population-inerement-of-518-for-each-100
persons-or-major-fraction-thereof-inctuded-in--the--countyls
peputatien—-as--determined-—by--the--1980--federat-decennial
census;-or

thi--5327000~Ffor-counties-—of--the-—sixth--and--saventh
class——to-the-populatisn—increment-of-326-per-i88-persons-or
major-~fraction--thecesof--in-~the--countyts--paputation---as
determined-~~by-—the--1+586--federai--decennial-~census- The

governing body of a county must annually establish the

salary of each elected county official and-eash-deputy-or

asststant-couney-offietat, EXCEPT THE COUNTY ASSESSOR, by

adopting a resolution. This resclution must be adopted no

later than March 31.

{2) (A) THE SALARIES OF THE COUNTY ASSESSCR AND THE

DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR SHALL, BE DETERMINED ACCORDING TO THE

PAY MATRIX WHICH IS ESTABLISHED FOR STATE EMPLOYEES IN TITLE

2, CHAPTER 18, PART 3:

{(I) THE GRADE OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR IS THE SAME GRADE

AS THE APPRAISAL SUPERVISOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

SERVING IN THAT COUNTY, B30T THE SALARY OF A COUNTY ASSESSOR

MAY NOT BE LESS THAN THE SALARY PAID TO THAT OFFICIAL ON

JULY 1, 1985,

{I11) THE SALARY OF THE DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR MAY NOT

EXCEED 90% OF THE SALARY OF THE ASSESSOR IN THE COUNTY IN

-2- HB 75
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WHICH THE DEPUTY SERVES.

(B) THE METHOD OF DETERMINING SALARTES FOR _THE COUNTY

ASSESSOR AND THE DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR IN SUBSESTION (2)(A)

MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO MEAN THAT THOSE OFFICIALS ARE STATE

EMPLOYEES.
t2+({3) tmay-The--county-zuperiatendent-of-schenis-sheii
recetver-in-addition-to-the-—salary- -hAassd—-1pon--—Epbsecrion
tiyr-che-sum-of-G433-per~yearsc
+ot--Fhe--zouncy--shariff-sali-recatvay-in-odditinsn-te
the-satary-based-upen-sohasertan— {2ty -the-aan-of -5 b0~ per
years
fey--In--sountien--with--g-population-resg-itkan-33708657
the-zounty--attorney-—-wha-—ra--g--nart-timps—-adfiefel——shats
rezatvay--tr-—gddibion-~to--the-satary-Seind-upsn-susseckion
tij7-the-sum-ef-3iy28d-per-—-yearr—~Ip-—anch--eounicy-~wioh-~-a
popultabisn-tn-eaxcens-0f-305688 7 —the-county-atterney-snnli-be
a-~futi-rime-afficiat-under-F-4-23047-nud-nig-satsey-Sor-che
fiseal-year-baginntng-JFudy-t7-13B83y-skali-~ba-53650001
td}~~In-tnose-count tes-whero-the-offsog-of -~ the-~eounty
attorney--nas--beap—-establirahed--gs--a--full-crre--posivien
prrysgant-£o-?-4-2FB6r~the-satary-cf-phe-conhey-atrosrney -~ Loy
the-~figsegi~-year-~-begianing-Juiy-i--188iy;-snardi-He-5365568+
Begqinning-on-duty-i¢-3i98Zv-and-on-duly-i-eaf-earh--soccsading
Yeary--sach-county-actorney-shaii-ne-antreted-to-sn—increans

in-antary-sateytated-hy-pddtng-co-nin-annugi-satasy-sn--July

~-3- HE 75
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Pr-—i9Rtr--am-tnerement-of-F0%-of-the-tpat-previous-catendar
yegrta-sonsamer -price-index-far-alt--urban--consumersy--HsS+
deparement--af--tahscy-~bureru-of-iabor—stakistiess-or-other
Frdex-Emat-rhe-hieresa-afrbasinesg-and -sosnembe- ~pagescch- -~
che-untversity -of-Mopeans-may-in-the-fgbure-recagnize s9-the
suscanzor-—t5- -that-—indaxc-Phe-cosi-sf-living-tnerement-for
che~fismat-—voar--raginnirg--duty-~25y--1062;--&nd-~far~-zach
subesgnant--fiscai--year-shatlt-be-added-teo-ati-esst-of-irving
FTRErenmzrts-Iranted-for-previons-yearsy
{ere-Par-aask-1etn-year-afiar-rhe-Fiscai-year-baginnrng
Futy-ty-i1Q8er-the-itataszt-foderat-decenniar-cenaun-atseiarice

shati-pe-the-basis-for~cuapubegtisn-of -popuitatian--ineremant

L]

wndar— bk e-—aertisne o - Barion-onhe- -rerterventag-9-years; —the
coamputatian-sf-roepularier-rnoronenks-apriteakte-an-daty -} -of
spen-yoar-sheti-ve-hased -n-the-iast-orrandar~yoarty--annusd
Ebtfﬂﬂt&ﬂ“““cﬁ“*“t&dﬂth?L*“—pﬁpﬁiatiﬁﬁS“”‘csmpilcd—‘hY“”the
fedarpt—state——gocoperznive-~progran--Ecr-—aanimates--or--ihe
satvecgtay-—rE-—-Montena--bussan--af-~kusiness--and-—eoconomte
razparch-aad-bhe-UrGr-hurean-of~the-ccnsos-cr-other-estimase
that~ehe-——Darean--ef-~busthesy--snd-~esonontc--rascarch-—-gay

cereidyr The salarieg gstablishad as provided in svhsecijon

<

{1y are effective July i of sach yesr,

£33(47 _The salary of an elected official or--s—-dapaey

sr——asaistant--—county--ofitcigl may not be reduced from the

level of compencation autnorized for thar  poesition oo

-4 HB 75
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October 1, 1985, and may be increased subject to the

requirements of subsection t4} (5).

$43(5) If the governing body decides to raise the

galaries of county elected officials and-deputy-or-assistans

county-—-offictats, the governing body must set the salaries

of all county officers and-depukies-ar-assiskanks using the

game factor for all esamty SUCH salaries in a uniform manner

that will insure that the relative relaticnship between and

among salaries remains the same as the level of compensation

authorized on October 1, 1%85. The ratic of the current

salaries, one to another, must remain the same as the ratio

of the salaries prior to the increase authorized by the

governing body.”
SECTICON 2. SECTION 7-4-2502, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ;

"7=-4-2502. Payment of salaries of county officials and
assistants. (1} Except as provided in subsection (2), the
salaries of the county officers and their assistants may be
paid monthly, twice monthly, or every 2 weeks out of the
general fund of the county and upon the order of the board
of county commissioners,

{Z) {a}) The salary of the county attorney 1is payable
monthly, with one-half from the general fund of the county
and the other one-half from the state treasury wupon the

warrant of the state auditor. The portion payable from the

state treasury may not exceed $12,000 per year in  the case

-5- HB 75
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of part-time county attorneys or $24,000 per_ _vyear in the

case of full-time county attorneys.

(b) The county commissioners of each county shall,
within 30 days after the election or appointment to fill a
vacancy for ary cause in the office of county attorney,
certify the election or appointment to the state auditor,
who shall thereafter draw warrants for such salary in the
same manner as for state officers. In case of a vacancy, the
county commissioners shall immediately notify the state
auditor, and the auditor shall compute the salary due on the
basis oF the notification.

(3) The board has jurisdiction and power, under such
limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to
fix the compensation of all county officers not otherwise
fixed by law and to provide for the payment of the same."

Section 3. Section 7-4-2504, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2504. Saiariea--to--be--fixed--by--ressiution———-

esac-af-tiving———incrementa Public hearing and notice

required. f&j-?he-caunty~governing-bedy—shaii—by—resoiutian7
on-or-before-duly-i7-15827-and-on-or-before-Juty-i--ef--aash
year-thereafcer-adjust-and-unifermiy-fix-the-sataries-of-she
cennty--tren:urerf‘—:ounty'-ciefk7—~county——assesaorf—ccunty
schooi-superintendents-county-sheriffr-and-the-clerk-of--the
district—-court:*—the—-ccuney—auditor~fiE'thete—ia—cne}fvand

the--ccunty-n:nrveyc:——tiE——he-—reeeives—~—aﬂ—-saiaryf———Eeg

~6- HB 75
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cosk-of -tiving—-increase—-py--adding--to--the--annuai-satary
computed-nnder-7-4-2543-an—incramenc-careaiated-by——appiying
ea-—-the——annua}-—saiary——estab}ished—-by-—?-4-25eafiy—-piua
previous-cost-ef-living-incrementa;-784-of-che-ianr-pravious
eatendar--yaarls——epansumer—-price—-index~--for---zti———urban
consgmersy;---HrSs-—-department——of—-iabnry--burean--of--tabar
statistics;-or-other-index-that-the-bireau-af--business--and
economic--research--ef-—the-university-osf-Mantana-may-in-thse
fatnre--recagnize-—-as--thea--snesesssor——to--that--indexs -~ Fhe
eost-of-tiving--increment-for-the-fiscat-year-beginning-July
+7-19837-and-for-each-zubasyunant-£fiscgt-year-ahatt-ba--added
to-ati-cose-of-tiving-increments-granted-for-previous-years-
t2}--Ef--the-appiication-of-F-4~-2583-does-not—guatify-a
county-offieiat-for-a-salary-incresse-of-ac-teast-7%-on-Juiy
+7-19017-his-satery-on-that-date-shali-be--incressed—-by~-an
amount—-suffictent--to--provide-him-total-satary-equat-re-7%
more-than-during-the-previcus-years
t33--Fhe-county-governing--body--ghairi--by--rasointiens
prior—--to--Julty--i-sf-each-yeary-estabitsh-the-satary-of -the
coronsrr~Phe—satary-must-be-in-effect-upon-the-£first-day--of

each--enaning-—-fiseat--years Before the qoverning body may

establish salaries for county elected officials and--depuey

or-asaistant-county-offietata, the governing body shall hold

a public hearing, Notice of the purpose of the public

hearing must be published in a onewspaper of general
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girculation ir the county at least once a week for the 2

successive weeks before the public hearing.”

SECTION 4. SECTION 7-4-2505, MCA, IS AMENDED TC READ:

"7-4-25€5. Amount of compensation for deputies and
assistants. (1) Subject Lo subsection (2), the boards of
county commissioners in the several counties in the state
shall have the power to fix the compensation allowed any
deputy or assistant of the followirng officers:

{a) c¢lerk and recorder:

{b} «clerk of the district court:

{©) treasurer;

te) csunty aktorney;

(£} auditor.

{2) (a) The salary of a deputy or an assistant listed
in subsectien (1) may not be mere than 30% of the salary of
the officer under whom such deputy or assistant is serving.

{b) Where any deputy cr assistant is employed for a
period of less than 1 year, the compensation of such deputy
or assistant shall be for the time sc employed, provided the
rate of such compensation shail not be in excessz of the
rates now  provided by law for similar deputies and
assistants except as provided herein.

{c) Depuky assessors' salaries shall be the--same--as

paid the-geputy-cterk-and-recorder as provided in 7-4-2503.°%
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Section 5. Section 7-4-2108, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2108. Mileage allowance for county commissioners
-- expenses. (l) In addition to the salary provided by
F-4-2¥63¢t¥ 7-4-2503, each member of the board of county
commissioners in counties of the first, second, third, and
fourth class shall receive a mileage allowance as provided
in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going
to and returning from the county seat and his place of
residence, each day that such ¢trip is actually made and
while engaged in the performance of his official duties.

{2) Each member of the board in all other counties is
entitled tc a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 for
the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning
from the county seat and his place of residence each day
that such trip is actually made to perform official duties.
Any county commissioner whose place of residence is 50 miles
or more from the county seat, as measured by the usual route
of travel, and who elects to remain more than cone day in the
county seat to attend sessions of the board or perform his
official duties is entitled to receive, in additicen to
mileage for one round trip between his place of residence
and the county seat, $18 per day as expenses for each day's
attendance on sessions of the board while engaged in the
pecrformance of his official duties.

{3) All claims for lodging expense reimbursement

-9- HB 75
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allowed under this section must be documented by an
appropriate receipt.

(4) When other than commercial, nonreceiptable lodging
facilities are utilized by a county commissiconer, the amount
of $7 will be authcrized for lodging expenses for each day
in which travel involves an overnight stay in iieu of the
amount authorized in this section. However, when overnight
accommodations are provided at the expense of any government
entity, ne reimbursement may be claimed for lodging.

(5} This section does not apply to counties that have
adopted charter form of government."

Section 6. Section 7-14-2610, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-2610., Payment of damages and expenses. All
awards of damages estimated by the board or made by the
proper court and all expenses, including those of the
members of the board and their per diem authorized by
F-4-230F-and 7-4-2108, shall be paid out of the county road
fund con the order of the board."

Section 7. Section 7-32-104, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-32-104. Salaries, The provisions of 7-4-2503 and
1-4-2504 notwithstanding, the salaries of the director and
employees of the department of public safety shall be
established by the public safety commission and shall be
paid by the city or town with the board of county

commissioners. Said salaries in any event shall not be less

-10- HB 75
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than those specified—in determined pursuant to 7-4-2503 and

7-4-2504."
NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer. Sections SECTION
7-4-2107 and-7-4-2585, MCA, are IS repealed.

~End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 75

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF
ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS ANB

PEPHFY--BOR~-~ASSISTANT - -COUNTY--OFF1€1AbS, EXCEPT TEE COUNTY

ASSESSOR, BY PROVIDING THAT THE SALARIES BE DETERMINED BRY
THE COUNTY GOVERNING BODY; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2108,

F-4-25837-7-4-2504 7-4-2502 THROUGH 7-4-2505, 7-14-2610, AND

7-32-104, MCA; REPEALING SEE€PIONS SECTION 7-4-2107 AND

F-4-2585, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-4-2503, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-4-2503. Salary-schedute-for-certain-county-officers

County governing board to set salaries OF CERTAIN ELECTED

COUNTY OFFICERS -- increases to be uniform. (1) $he-satary

patd-to-the-county-treasurery--county-—cierk--and--recerders
cterk-~-of--the--district-—courty~-part-time-esunty-attorneys
tounty--assessory;--county--seperintendent--of--schosis;--and
county-sheriffr—the-county-surveyor-in-counties-where-county
surveyora--receive-salaries-as-provided-in-7-4-2812;-and-the
county-avdttor--in--all--counties--wharein—-such-—cffice-—t=a
authoriged;——Ear—-the-fiseat-year-beginning-Juty-~7-15817-is

computed-by-adding-the-annuai-base-sarary-of:

@m}na Legisiative Counci
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ta}--5i47000-for-the——counties——of-—-the-first-——through
fifth--ctans-teo-the-popuiation-increment-cf-5i9-for-each-160
persons-eor-major-fraction-thereof-inciuded-in--the--countyls
peputation--as--determined--by--the—-1980—-federai-decennial
censusr-or

th3--$127000-for-counties——of--the——-sixth-—-and-——seventh
ctass--ro~-the-papuiatisn-inerement-cf-520-per-188-perscna-or
major--fraction--thereof-—in--the--councyls--popuistion———as
determined-—-by--the--1980--federal--decenniai--censuss The

governing bedy of a county must annually establish the

salary of each elected county official and-each-deputy-or

assiseant-county-officiat, EXCEPT THE COUNTY ASSESSOR, by

adeopting a resclution. This resolution must be adopted no

later than March 31.

(2) {A) THE SALARIES OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR AND THE

DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR SHALL BE DETERMINED ACCORDING TQ THE

PAY MATRIX WHICH IS ESTABLISHED FOR STATE EMPLOYEES IN TITLE

2, CHAPTER 18, PART 3:

(I} THE GRADE OF THE COUNTY ASSESSOR IS THE SAME GRADE

AS THE APPRAISAL SUPERVISCR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

SERVING IN THAT COUNTY, BUT THE SALARY OF A COUNTY ASSESSOR

MAY NOT BE LESS THAN THE SALARY PAID TO THAT OFFICIAL ON

JULY 1, 1985.

(II) THE SALARY OF THE DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSCR MAY NOT

EXCEED 90% OF THE SALARY OF THE ASSES8SOR IN THE COUNTY 1IN

-2~ HB 7%
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WHICH THE DEPUTY SERVES.

{B) THE METHOD OF DETERMINING SALARIES FOR THE COUNTY

ASSESSOR AND THE DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR IN SUBSECTION (2)({A)

MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TQ MEAN THAT THOSE OFFICIALS ARE STATE
EMPLOYEES . ’
+24(3) tai-the--county-superintendent-of-schoois~shati
receiver;-in-addicion-to-the--salary--based--upon--sabsection
t13r-the-sum-ef-4480-per-years
thi--Fhe--esunty--sheriff-shati-reeeive;-in-addititeon-te
the-salary-based-upen-subsection—{i+y-the—sum-of-52;000--pes
years
tey-—in--counties--wikth-—a-population-isss—than-38;000y
ehe-sounty--attorney--who-—is——a--part-tine--sffieiat--snatl
reseivey-~in--addition—-to--the-saiary-based-upsn-subsection
tiyr-the-sum-of-317288-per--years--In--sach--souney--with--a
populatisn-in-exeess-of-3878887-the-county-attorney-shaii-be
a--full-tima-effictat-under-F-¢-27847-and-his-satary-for-the
fiscat-year-beginning-suky-t7-19817-shaiti-be-5367586+
td¥--in-those-counties-whete-the-office-of--the--couney
atgorney-—has——bean—“e!tabiished*—as—-a--Euii—timeu—pesitiOﬂ
patsuant-to-7-4-23867-the-satary-of-the-county~attorney--£for
the--fiscat--year--begifining-duty-17-13817-ahatt-be-5367500+
Beginning-en-duiy-t7y-i3827-and-on-July-i-cf-sach--sueceeding
yeary——each-county-actorney-shati-be-entitcted-to-an-increase

in-satary-eatentated-by-adding-to-his-anfeai-satary-on--July

-3~ HB 75
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2y-~198ry--an-itnerement-of-789-of-the-iast-previous-calendar
yearis-consumer-price-index-for-ati--urban--consumers;-—~H<S+
department--of-~iahory-——bureay-of-tabsr-statisticay-or~other
index-that-the-brreau-of-business—and-economte--rescarch--of
ehe-universibty—of-Montana-may-in-the-future-recognize—as-the
succassar——ta--that-—indexs-Fhe-cont-of-tiviag-inerement~for
the-figcat--year--beginning--Juty--t7--19837--and--for--each
subsequent--fiscal-year-shatri-be-added-to-aii-cane-of-Iiving
increments-granted-for-previsus-yearss
te}--For-each-ibth-year-after-che-£iscal-year-beginning
duty-1y-19817-the-tatest-federal-decennial-census-statisties
shati-be-the-basis-for-computation-of-papulatisn--increments
under--ehis—-seetion=~—Puring--tha--intervening-9-years;-the
computakion-of-poeputation-increments-appiicabie-sn-duty-3-of
each—yea:—shaii—he-hased-cﬁ—the‘iast»cniendar—yeafis——annuai
estimates--—of—--countiesi---poputations—--compited--by--the
federai-state--cooperative—-program--for--estimates-—-of--phe
university--of--Montana--buread--of--businéss--and--economie
research-and-the-Br9:-burean-af-the-¢ensus-or-cther-aatimaes
that-the--buresu--of--business--and--economie--ressarch--may

certifyr The salaries ebdtablished as provided in subsection

{1} are effective July 1 of each year.

£33(4) The salary of an elected official or-~a-~deputy

or--assistankt--caunty--affietal may not be reduced from the

level of compensation authorized for that position on
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October 1, 1985, and may be inereased CHANGED subject to the

requirements of subsection t4} {5).

t45(5) If the governing body decides to raime CHANGE

the salaries of county elected officials and--deputy--or

assiskank--connky-affieialts, the governing body must set the

salaries of ail county officers and-deputiss--ar--assiscants

using the same factor for all county SUCH salaries in a

uniform manner that will insure that the relative

relationship between and among salaries remains the same as

the level cf compensation authorized on October 1, 1885.

The ratio of the current salaries, one to another, must

remain the same as the ratio of the salaries prior to the

incresase CHANGE authorized by the governing body."

SECTION 2. SECTION 7-4-2502, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"7-4-2502. Payment of salaries of county officials and
assistants. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the
salaries of the county officers and their assistants may be
paid monthly, twice monthly, or every 2 weeks out of the
general fund of the county and upon the order of the board
of county ccmmissioners.

(2) (a) The salary of the county attorney is payable
monthly, witzh one-half from the general fund of the county
and the otrer one-half from the state treasury upon the

warrant of cthe state auditor, The portion payable from the

state treas<ry may not exceed $12,000 per year in the case
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of part-time county attorneys or $24,000 per year in the

case of full-time county attorneys.

(b) The county commissioners of each county shall,
within 30 days after the election or appointment to Fill a
vacancy for any cause in the office of county attorney,
certify the election or appointment to the state auditor,
who shall thereafter draw warrants for such salary in the
same manner as for state officers. In case of a vacancy, the
county commissioners shall immediately notify the state
auditor, and the auditor shall compute the salary due on the
basis of the notification,

{3) The board has jurisdiction and power, under such
limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to
fix the compensation of all county officers not otherwise
fixed by law and to provide for the payment of the same."

Section 3. Section 7-4-2504, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2504. Saiaries—-to-—-be--fixed--by~-resstution-——-

esat-cf-tiving--~itnaraments Public hearing and notice

required. {i)-FThe-county-governing~body-shail-by-resotutions
on-or-before-Juty-i7;-19827-and-on-or-before~-duty-t--of--each
year-thereafrer-adjust-and-unifarmiy-Fix-the-anlaries-af—she
eounty——hreasurer7-—county——clerk;—*connty——asses:or7~:ounty
schooi-superintendenss-county-sher:ffr-and-the-eterk—-of--che
districb--courtf—-the-—eounty-auditot—fif—there~is~one17—and

the--ecsunty--surveyor--tif--he--receives---a--—-sataryj-——for
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cont-of-ttving--increans—-hby--adding--to--the--annuat-saiary
computed-under~F-4-2583-an-increment-catcuiated-by--appiying
to---the--annuat--satary--eatabliished--by--3-4-2583{1}--pins
previous-cost-of-living-increments;-70%-of -the~last-previons
catendar--yearts--2onsumer--price--index-——for---aii--—urban
censumersy---8:5x~--deparement--of-~tkabor;-~burean~--ocf--iabor
statistiesy-or—other-index-that-the-bureav-of--businsss--and
esonomie—-research——of-—the-university-of-Montana-may-in-the
Eutu!e——reeeqniac——as;wehe—~nueeesser—-bo——thnh»-éndex:—-?he
cont-of-1iving--inevrement—-for-the-fiscat-year-beginnitng-duiy
17-19837-and-far-ecach-subsequent-finecal-year-shati-be--added
to-atl-cost-of-tiving-inerements-granted-far-previous-yenrss
t24~-1f--the-appiication-of-7-4-71503-does-not-quatify-a
eonntr—oificiﬂi—Eer-a-s;iary—inerease—oivat—ieast—?%-on—éuiy
37-190¢7-his-—saitary-on-that-date-shati-be--increased--by—-an
amount——sufficient——to--previde-him—totat-satary-equal-co-34
more-than-during-the-previcua-years
t3}--Phe-county-geverning-—bedy--shaii--by--resoiutiony
prisr--te-—-guly--it-of-each-year;-estabiish-the-satary-cf-the
coroner-~Fhe-saitary-must-be-in-effect-upon-the-fivgt—day--cf

each--ensuing--fiscal--years Before the governing body may

establish salaries for county elected officials ard--deputy

ar-asstatant—-county-officimls, the governing body shall hold

a public heariag. Notice of the purpose of the public

hearing must be published in a newspaper of 'general
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circulation in the county at least cnce a week for the 2

successive weeks befere the public hearing.”

SECTION 4. SECTION 7-4-2505, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"7-4-2505, Amount of compensation for deputiea and
assistants. {1) Subject to subsection (2), the boards of
county commissioners in the several counties im the state
shall have the power to fix the compensation allowed any
deputy or assistant of the following officers:

{(a) clerk and recorder;

(b} clerk of the district court;

(c} treasurer;

(d) assessor;

{e) county attorney;

{f) auditor.

(2) (a) The salary of a deputy or an assistant listed
in subsection (1) may not be more than 90% of the salary of
the officer under whom such deputy or assistant is serving.

(b) Where any deputy or asgistant is employed for a
pericd of less than 1 year, the compensation of such deputy
or assistant shall be for the time so employed, provided the
rate of such compensation shall not be im excess of the
rates now ptovided by law for similar deputies and
assistants except as provided herein,

{c) Deputy assessors’ salaries shall be the--same-—-as

paid the-depuey-sterk-gad-recorder as provided in 7-4-2503.*
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Section 5. Section 7-4-2108, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-4~2108. Mileage allowance for county commissioners
-~ expenses. (1) In addition to the salary provided by
F-4-2383¢32y 7-4-2503, each member of the board of county
commissioners in counties of the first, second, third, and
fourth class shall receive a mileage allowance as provided
in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going
to and returning from the county seat and his place of
residence, each day that such trip is actually made and
while engaged in the performance of his official duties,

{2) Each member of the board in all other counties is
entitled to a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 for
the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning
from the county seat and his place of residence each day
that such trip is actually made to perform official duties.
Any county commissioner whose place of residence is 50 miles
or more from the county seat, as measured by the usual route
of travel, and who elects to remain more than one day in the
county seat to attend sessions of the hoard er perform his
official duties is entitled to receive, in addition to
mileage for one round trip between his place of residence
and the county seat, 518 per day as expenses for each day's
attendance on sessions of the beoard while engaged in the
performance of his official duties.

(3) All claims for lodging expense reimbursement
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allowed under this section must be documented by an
appropriate receipt.

{4) When other than commercial, nonreceiptable lodging
facilities are utilized by a county commissioner, the amount
of $7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for each day
in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu of the
amount authorized in this section. However, when overnight
accommodations are provided at the expense of any government
entity, no reimbursement may be claimed for lodging.

(5) This section does not applf to counties that have
adopted charter form of government."

Section 6. Section 7-14-2610, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-2610. Payment of damages and expenses. ALl
awards of damages estimated by the board or made by the
proper court and all expenses, including those of the
members of the board and their per diem authorized by
#-4-238%-and 7-4-2108, shall be paid out of the county road
fund on the order of the board."

Section 7, Section 7-32-104, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-32-104. Salaries, The provisions of 7-4-2503 and
7-4-2504 notwithstanding, the salaries of the director and
employees of the department of public safety shall be
established by the public safety commission and shall be
paid by the city or town with the board of county

commissioners. Said salaries in any event shall not be less
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than those speecified-in determined pursuant to 7-4-2503 and

7-4-2504."
NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer. Sections SECTION
7-4-2107 and-7-4-2585, MCA, are IS repealed.

~End-
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