
HOUSE BILL NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

January 7, 1985 

January 10, 1985 

January 11, 1985 

March 28, 1985 

March 29, 1985 

March 30, 1985 

April 1, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, pass 
consideration. 

On motion, taken from second 
reading and rereferred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 



April 3, 1985 

April 12, 1985 

April 15, 1985 

April 17, 1985 

April 18, 1985 

April 19, 1985 

April 20, 1985 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claims. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 481 Noes, 1. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 

IN THE HOUSE 
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Received from Senate. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS; PROVIDING FOR THE COMMITTEE'S 

TERMINATION IN 1991; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE COMMITTEE; 

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, the 1993 Montana Leqis1ature throuqh adoption 

of House Joint Resolution No. 19 provided for appointment 

of an eight-member, equally bipartisan Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. 19 directed the 

Committee to perform a variety of tasks, including holding 

hearings to promote better understanding between the tribes 

and public agencies, acting as a liaison between the Indian 

people and the Legislature, promoting amicable 

Indian/non-Indian relations, and keeping informed of 

state-tribal cooperative agreements; and 

WHEREAS, the Leqislature appropriated $7,000 to the 

Committee to fulfill the mandates of its enabling 

legislation; and 

WHEREAS, within this limited budget, the Committee held 

five meetings and addressed such topics as involuntary 
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commitment of mentally ill tribal members, state-tribal 

cooperative agreements, and negotiation of Indian reserved 

water rights; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings were well attended by both 

tribal representatives and state agency personnel; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings provided a forum for both 

Indian and non-Indian people to discuss their concerns 

before a legislative body; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee succeeded in developing good 

rapport with many tribal representatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Indian people in Montana have indicated 

support for appointment of a legislative committee to 

continue the work of the 1983-1984 Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all Montanans that 

Indian/non-Indian communications and relations be enhanced; 

and 

WHEREAS, appointment of a legislative committee on 

Indian affairs would enhance Indian/non-Indian 

communications, relations, and cooperation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through 

8], "committee" means the committee on Indian affairs 

created in [section 2]. 
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Section 2. Committee on Indian affairs -- appointment 

and composition. (1) There is a committee on Indian affairs. 

(2) The committee consists of four members of the 

senate, appointed by the president of the senate, and four 

members of the house of representatives, appointed by the 

speaker of the house. No more than twa members from either 

house may be members of the same party. 

(3) Appointments must be made before final adjournment 

of a regular session. 

Section 3. Term of office. Appointments to the 

committee are for 2 years. A member of the committee serves 

until his term of office as a legislator is ended or his 

successor is appointed, whichever occurs first. 

Section 4. Vacancies. (1) A vacancy occurring during a 

legislative session must be filled in the same manner as the 

original appointment. 

(2) A vacancy occurring when the legislature is not in 

session must be filled by the selection of a member of the 

appropriate house and political party by the remaining 

members of the committee. 

(3) An appointment to the committee under this section 

is for the unexpired term of the original member. 

Section 5. Officers. The committee shall elect one of 

its members as chairman and may elect ather officers it 

considers necessary. 
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Section 6. Meetings and compensation.. ( 1) The 

committee shall meet as often as the chairman considers it 

necessary during and between legislative sessions. 

( 2) Committee members are entitled to receive 

compensation and expenses as provided in 5-2-302. 

Section 7. Staff assistance. The legislative council 

shall provide staff assistance to the committee. The 

legislative council has the same authority of investigation 

and examination and the same authority to hold hearings on 

behalf of the committee as it has for other committees under 

5-11-106 and 5-11-107. 

Section 8. Duties of the committee. The committee 

shall: 

(l) seek opinions of and information from Indian 

tribes, Indian tribal organizations, state agencies, local 

governments, non-Indians living on or 

reservations, and other interested persons and 

gain insight into Indian/non-Indian relations; 

near Indian 

agencies to 

(2) hold hearings both on and off reservations to 

promote better understanding between the tribes and public 

agencies and to improve both the Indian people's knowledge 

of the structure of state agencies and the legislative 

process and the non-Indian people's knowledge of tribal 

government and institutions; 

(3) encourage and foster participation of Indian 
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people at its meetings; 

(4) act as an available liaison between the Indian 

people and the 1~gis1ature; 

(5) encourage tribal-state and tribal-local government 

cooperation and otherwise promote amicable Indian/non-Indian 

relations; and 

(6) report its activities, findings, recommendations, 

and any proposed legislation to the legislature before each 

regular legislative session. 

Section 9. Termination date. The committee shall 

11 terminate upon the convening of the 52nd legislature in 

12 regular session in 1991. 

13 Section 10. Appropriation. There is appropriated for 

14 the biennium ending June 30, 1987, $12,000 from the general 

15 fund to the legislative council for use by the committee on 

16 Indian affairs. 

17 Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on 

18 passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

BILL NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY ------~A~S~A~Y~---------------------------------

B¥ REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ""AN ACT CREATING A LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS; PROVIDING FOR THE COMMITTEE'S 

TERMINATION IN 1991; APPROPRIATING.- FUNDS FOR THE COMMITTEE; 

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, the 1983 Montana Legislature through adoption 

of House Joint Resolution No. 19 provided for appointment 

of an eight-member, equally bipartisan Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. 19 directed the 

Committee to perform a variety of tasks, including holding 

hearings to promote better understanding between the tribes 

and publ~c agencies, acting as a liaison between the Indian 

people and the Legislature, promoting amicable 

Indian/non-Indian relations, and keeping informed of 

state-tribal cooperative agreements; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature appropriated ~7,000 to the 

Committee to fulfill the mandates of its enabling 

legislation; and 

WHEREAS, within this limited budget, the Committee held 

five meetings and addressed such topics as involuntary 
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commitment of mentally ill tribal members, state-tribal 

cooperative agreements, and negotiation of Indian reserved 

water rights; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings were well attended by both 

tribal representatives and state agency personnel; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings provided a forum for both 

Indian and nan-Indian people to discuss their concerns 

before a legislative body; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee succeeded in developing good 

rapport with many tribal representatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Indian people in Montana have indicated 

support for appointment of a legislative committee to 

continue the work of the 1983-1984 Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all Montanans that 

Indian/non-Indian communications and relations be enhanced; 

and 

WHEREAS, appointment of a legislative committee on 

Indian affairs would enhance Indian/non-Indian 

communications, relations, and cooperation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections l through 

8], "committee" means the committee on Indian affairs 

created in [section 2]. 

-2- SECOND READING 
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Section 2. Committee on Indian affairs -- appointment 

and composition. (1) There is a committee on Indian affairs. 

(2) The committee consists of four members of the 

senate, appointed by the president of the senate, and four 

members of the house of representatives, appointed by the 

speaker of the house. No more than two members from either 

house may be members of the same party. 

(3) Appointments must be made before final adjournment 

of a regular session. 

Section 3. Term of office. Appointments to the 

committee are for 2 years. A member of the committee serves 

until his term of office as a legislator is ended or his 

successor is appointed, whichever occurs first. 

Section 4. Vacancies. (1) A vacancy occurring during a 

legislative session must be filled in the same manner as the 

original appointment. 

(2) A vacancy occurring when the legislature is not in 

session must be filled by the selection of a member of the 

appropriate house and political party by the remaining 

members of the committee. 

(3) An appointment to the committee under this section 

is for the unexpired term of the original member. 

Section 5. Officers. The committee shall elect one of 

its members as chairman and may elect other officers it 

considers necessary. 
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Section 6. Meetings and compensation. (1) The 

committee shall meet as often as the chairman considers it 

necessary during and between legislative sessions. 

(2} Committee members are entitled to receive 

compensation and expenses as provided in 5-2-302. 

Section 7. Staff assistance. The legislative council 

shall provide staff assistance to the committee. The 

legislative council has the same authority of investigation 

and examination and the same authority to hold hearings on 

behalf of the committee as it has for other committees under 

5-11-106 and 5-11-107. 

Section 8. Duties of the committee. The committee 

shall: 

(1) seek opinions of and information from Indian 

tribes, Indian tribal organizations, state agencies, local 

governments, non-Indians living on 0[ near Indian 

reservations, and other interested persons and agencies to 

gain insight into Indian/non-Indian relations; 

(2) hold hearings both on and off reservations to 

promote better understanding between the tribes and public 

agencies and to improve both the Indian people's knowledge 

of the structure of state agencies and the legislative 

process and the non-Indian people's knowledge of tribal 

government and institutions; 

(3) encourage and foster participation of Indian 
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1 people at its meetings; 

2 (4) act as an available liaison between the Indian 

3 people and the legislature; 
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{5) encourage tribal-state and tribal-local government 

cooperation and otherwise promote amicable Indian/non-Indian 

relations; and 

(6) report its activities, findings, recommendations, 

and any proposed legislation to the legislature before each 

regular legislative session. 

Section 9. Termination date. The committee shall 

terminate upon the convening of the 52nd legislature in 

regular session in 1991. 

Section 10. Appropriation. There is appropriated for 

14 the biennium ending June 30, 1987, $12,000 from the general 

15 fund to the legislative council for use by the committee on 

16 Indian affairs. 

17 Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on 

18 passage and approval. 

-End-
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AS AMENDED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS; PROVIDING FOR THE COMMn'TEE' S 

TERMINATION IN i9H 1987; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE 

COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFr'ECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, the 1983 Montana Legislature through adoption 

of House Joint Resolution No. 19 provided for appointment 

of an eight-member, equally bipartisan Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. 19 directed the 

Committee to perform a variety of tasks, including holding 

hearings to promote better understanding between the tribes 

and public agencies, acting as a liaison between the Indian 

people and the Legislature, promoting amicable 

Indian/non-Indian relations, and keeping informed of 

state-tribQl cooperative agreements; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature appropriated $7,000 to the 

Committee to fulfill the mandates of its enabling 

legislation; and 

WHEREAS, within this limited budget, the Committee held 

five meetings and addressed such topics as involuntary 
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commitment of mentally ill tribal members, state-tribal 

cooperative agreements, and negotiation of Indian reserved 

water rights; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings were well attended by both 

tribal representatives and state agency personnel; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings provided a forum for both 

Indian and non-Indian people to discuss their concerns 

before a legislative body; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee succeeded in developing good 

rapport with many tribal representatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Indian people in Montana have indicated 

support for appointment of a legislative committee to 

continue the work of the 1983-1984 Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all Montanans that 

Indian/non-Indian communications and relations be enhanced; 

and 

WHEREAS, appointment of a legislative committee on 

Indian affairs would enhance Indian/nan-Indian 

communications, relations, and cooperation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in (sections 1 through 

B), "corrunittee" means the committee on Indian affairs 

created in [section 2]. 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 14 
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Section 2. Committee on Indian affairs -- appointment 

and composition. (1) There is a committee on Indian affairs. 

(2) The committee consists of £o~r TWO members of the 

senate, appointed by the president of the senate, and £e~~ 

TWO members of the house of representatives, appointed by 

the speaker of the house. No more than two members from 

either house may be members of the same party. 

(3) Appointments must be made before final adjournment 

of a regular session. 

Section 3. Term of office. Appointments to the 

committee are for 2 years. A member of the committee serves 

until his term of office as a legislator is ended or his 

successor is appointed, whichever occurs first. 

Section 4. Vacancies. (1) A vacancy occurring during a 

legislative session must be filled in the same manner as the 

original appointment. 

(2) A vacancy occurring when the legislature is not in 

session must be filled by the selection of a member of the 

appropriate house and political party by the remaining 

members of the committee. 

(3} An appointment to the committee under this section 

is for the unexpired term of the original member. 

Section 5. Officers. The committee shall elect one of 

its members as chairman and may elect other officers it 

considers necessary. 
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Section 6. Meetings and compensation. ( 1) The 

committee shall meet as often as the chairman considers it 

necessary during and between legislative sessions. 

(2) Committee members are entitled to receive 

compensation and expenses as provided in 5-2-302. 

Section 7. Staff assistance. The legisl~tive council 

shall provide staff assistance to the committee. The 

legislative council has the same authority of investigation 

and examination and the same authority to hold hearings on 

behalf of the committee as it has for other committees under 

5-11-106 and 5-11-107. 

Section a. Duties of the committee. The committee 

shall: 

(1) seek opinions of and information from Indian 

tribes, Indian tribal organizations, state agencies, local 

governments, non-Indians living on or near Indian 

reservations, and other interested persons and agencies to 

gain insight into Indian/non-Indian relations; 

(2) hold hearings both on and off reservations to 

promote better understanding between the tribes and public 

agencies and to improve both the Indian people's knowledge 

of the structure of state agencies and the legislative 

process and the non-Indian people's knowledge of tribal 

government and institutions; 

(3) encourage and foster participation of Indian 

-4- HB 14 
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1 people at its meetings; 

2 (4) act as an available liaison between the Indian 

3 people and the legislature; 

4 (5) encourage tribal-state and tribal-local government 

5 cooperation and otherwise promote amicable Indian/nDn-Indian 

6 relations; and 

7 (6) report its activities, findings, recommendations, 

a and any proposed legislation to the legislature before each 
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regular legislative session. 

Section 9. Termination date. 

terminate upon the convening of 

regular session in i99I 1987. 

The committee shall 

the 52nd legislature in 

Section 10. Appropriation. There is appropriated for 

the biennium ending June 30, 1987, $l~t989 $6,000 from the 

general fund to the legislative council for use by the 

committee on Indian affairs. 

Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on 

18 passage and approval. 

-End-

-5- HB 14 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS; PROVIDING FOR THE COMMITTEE'S 

TERMINATION IN 1991 1987; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE 

COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, the 1983 Montana Legislature through adoption 

of House Joint Resolution No. 19 provided for appointment 

of an eight-member, equally bipartisan Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. 19 directed the 

Committee to perform a variety of tasks, including holding 

hearings to promote better understanding between the tribes 

and public agencles, acting as a liaison between the Indian 

people and the Legislature, promoting amicable 

Indian/non-Indian relations, and keeping informed of 

state-tribal cooperative agreements; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature appropriated $7,000 to the 

Committee to fulfill the mandates of its enabling 

legislation; and 

WHEREAS, within this limited budget, the Committee held 

five meetings and addressed such topics as involuntary 
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commitment of mentally ill tribal members, state-tribal 

cooperative agreements, and negotiation of Indian reserved 

water rights; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings were well attended by both 

tribal representatives and state agency personnel; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings provided a forum for both 

Indian and non-Indian people to discuss their concerns 

before a legislative body: and 

WHEREAS, the Committee succeeded in developing good 

rapport with many tribal representatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Indian people in Montana have indicated 

support for appointment of a legislative committee to 

continue the work of the 1983-1984 Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all Montanans that 

Indian/non-Indian communications and relations be enhanced; 

and 

WHEREAS, appointment of a legislative co~ittee on 

Indian affairs would enhance Indian/non-Indian 

communications, relations, and cooperation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through 

8], "committee" means the committee on Indian affairs 

created in [section 2]. 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 14 
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Section 2. Committee on Indian affairs -- appointment 

and composition. Cll There is a committee on Indian affairs. 

(2) The committee consists of fo~r !!Q members of the 

senate, appointed by the president of the senate, and fo~r 

~ members of the house of representatives, appointed by 

the speaker of the house. No more than two members from 

either house may be members of the same party. 

(3) Appointments must be made before final adjournment 

of a regular session. 

Section 3. Term of office. Appointments to the 

COIIlllittee are for 2- years. A JD.eaaber of the committee serves 

until his term of office as a leqislator is ended or his 

successor is appointed, whichever occurs first. 

Section 4. Vacancies. (1) A vacancy occurring during a 

legislative session must be filled in the same manner as the 

original appointment. 

(21 A vacancy occurring when the legislature is not in 

session must be filled by the selection of a member of the 

appropriate house and political party by the remaining 

members of the committee. 

Ill An appointment to the committee under this section 

is for the unexpired term of the original member. 

Section 5. Officers. The comnoittee shall elect ontt of 

its 11111mbers as chahman and may elect othttr off leers it 

considers neceasa·ry. 
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Section 6. Meetings and compensation. Ill The 

committee shall meet as often as thtt chairman considers it 

necttssary during and btftween legislative sessions. 

C2) Committee m<Jmbers are entitled to receive 

compensation and expenses as provided in 5-2-302. 

Section 7, Staff assistance. The legishtive council. 

shall provide start aasistance to the c:ouittee. The 

legislative council has thl< same authority of investigatiQn 

and ex-ination and the • ...,.. authority to hold hearings on 

behalf of the committee es it has for other coqmittees under 

5-11-106 and 5-11-107. 

Section 8. Duties of the committee. The committee 

shall: 

C 11 seek opinions of and information from rndial! 

tribtfs, Indian tribal organi~ations, state agencies, local 

governments, non-Indiilns living on or qar Inoian 

reservations, and other interested peuoons and agencies to 

gain in111ight into ll!dian/non-Indian relations; 

121 hold hearinp both on and off reservations to 

pr01110te better understanding between thtt tr l.be!> a.nd publi,c 

agencies and to imprQYe botll l!hot 1!1dian PotQple • s k-J.e<!qe 

of the atructu<e of st.ate &9!1ftoie• and the, 1f19i$l;p.\ive 

proce•s •nd the llon~Indi4~~> peqp~e· s knowl-. Q~ ~~ il>al 

goveriUQflt; a-1\d il\lltit~tiQn.sl 

( l) pqourag& •nd fostet participatioA of Indian 
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1 people at its ~eetings; 

2 (4) act as an available liaison between the Indian 

3 people and the legislature; 

4 (5) encourage tribal-state and tribal-local government 

s cooperation and otherwise promote amicable Indian/non-Indian 

6 relations; and 

7 (6) report its activities, findings, recommendations, 

8 and any proposed legislation to the legislature before each 

9 

10 

11 

12 

regular legislative session. 

Section 9. Termination date. 

terminate upon the convening of 

regular session in i99i 1987. 

The committee shall 

the 52nd legislature in 

13 Section 10. Appropriation. There is appropriated for 

14 the biennium ending June 30, 1987, $H!;888 $6,000 from the 

15 general fund to the legislative council for use by the 

16 committee on Indian affairs. 

17 Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on 

18 passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ""AN ACT CREATING A LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS; PROVIDING FOR THE COMMITTEE"S 

TERMINATION IN !99! 1987; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE 

COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, the 1983 Montana Legislature through adoption 

of House Joint Resolution No. 19 provided for appointment 

of an eight-member, equally bipartisan Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. 19 directed the 

committee to perform a variety of tasks, including holding 

hearings to promote better understanding between the tribes 

and public agencies, acting as a liaison between the Indian 

people and. the Legislature, promoting amicable 

Indian/non-Indian relations, and keeping informed of 

state-tribal cooperative agreements; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature appropriated $7,000 to the 

Committee to fulfill the mandates of its enabling 

legislation; and 

WHEREAS, within this limited budget, the Committee held 

five meetings and addressed such topics as involuntary 

~n• , .. .,,..,,. Coun<M 
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commitment of mentally ill tribal members, state-tribal 

cooperative agreements, and negotiation of Indian reserved 

water rights; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings were well attended by both 

tribal representatives and state agency personnel; and 

WHEREAS, these meetings provided a forum for both 

Indian and non-Indian people to discuss their concerns 

before a legislative body; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee succeeded 1n developing good 

rapport with many tribal representatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Indian people in Montana have indicated 

support for appointment of a legislative committee to 

continue the work of the 1983-1984 Select Committee on 

Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all Montanans that 

Indian/non-Indian communications and relations be enhanced; 

and 

WHEREAS, appointment of a legislative committee on 

Indian affairs would enhance Indian/non-Indian 

communications, relations, and cooperation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through 

8), 11 Committee" means the committee on Indian affairs 

created in [section 2]. 
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Section 2. Committee on Indian affairs -- appointment 

and composition. (1) There is a committee on Indian affairs. 

12) The committee consists of £oar TWO members of the 

senate, appointed by the president of the senate, and £ottr 

TWO members of the house of representatives, appointed by 

the speaker of the house. No more than ~wo-membe~~ ~E 

MEMBER from either house may be members of the same party. 

(3) Appointments must be made before final adjournment 

of a regular session. 

Section 3. Term of office. Appointments to the 

committee are for 2 years. A member of the committee serves 

until his term of office as a legislator is ended or his 

successor is appointed, whichever occurs first. 

Section 4. Vacancies. (1) A vacancy occurring during a 

legislative session must be filled in the same manner as the 

original appointment. 

{2) A vacancy occurring when the legislature is not in 

session must be filled by the selection of a member of the 

appropriate house and political party by the remaining 

members of the committee. 

(3) An appointment to the committee under this section 

is for the unexpired term of the original member. 

Section 5. Officers. The committee shall elect one of 

its members as chairman and may elect other officers it 

considers necessary. 
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Meetings and compensation. ( 1) The Section 6 .. 

committee shall meet as often as the chairman considers it 

necessary during and between legislative sessions. 

(2) Committee members are entitled to 

compensation and expenses as provided in 5-2-302. 

recel ve' 

Section 7.. Staff assistance. The legislative council 

shall provide staff assistance to the committee. The 

legislative council has the same authority of investigation 

and examination and the same authority to hold hearings on 

behalf of the committee as it has for other committees under 

5-11-106 and 5-11-107. 

Section 8. Duties of the committee. The committee 

shall: 

(1) seek opinions of and information from Indian 

tribes, Indian tribal organizations, state agencies, local 

governments, non-Indians living on or near Indian 

reservations, and other interested persons and agencies to 

gain insight into Indian/non-Indian relations; 

(2) hold hearings both on and off reservations to 

promote better understanding between the tribes and public 

agencies and to improve both the Indian people's knowledge 

of the structure of state agencies a~d the legislative 

process and the non-Indian people's knowledge of tribal 

government and institutions; 

{3) encourage and foster participation of Indian 
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1 people at its meetings; 

2 (4) act as an available liaison between the Indian 

3 people and the legislature; 
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(5) encourage tribal-state and tribal-local government 

cooperation and otherwise promote amicable Indian/non-Indian 

relations; and 

(6) report its activities, findings, recommendations, 

and any proposed legislation to the legislature before each 

regular legislative session. 

Section 9. Termination date. The committee shall 

terminate upon the convening of the 5%nd 50TH legislature in 

regular session in %99! 1987. 

Section 10. Appropriation. There is appropriated for 

the biennium ending June 30, 1987, $~~,999 $6,000 from the 

general fund to the legislative council for use by the 

committee on Indian affairs. 

Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on 

18 passage and approval. 

-End-
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