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HOUSE BILL NO. 3 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 

January 7, 1985 

January 9, 1985 

January 10, 1985 

January 11, 1985 

January 12, 1985 

January 14, 1985 

January 28, 1985 

January 31, 1985 

February 8, 1985 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill do pass. 
Report adopted. 

Fiscal Note requested. 

Bill prini.:ed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and Claims. 

Fiscal Note returned. 

New Fiscal Note requested. 

New Fiscal Note returned. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. Report 
adopted. 



February 11, 1985 

February 12, 1985 

February 14, 1985 

February 15, 1985 

March 5, 1985 

March 9, 1985 

April 18, 1985 

April 19, 1985 

April 20, 1985 

On motion, a new Standing 
Committee report be printed to 
reflect the correct short title. 
Motion adopted. 

Second reading, pass 
consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in as 
amended. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49: Noes, 1. 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Received from Senate. 

Second reading, amendments not 
concurred in. 

On motion, Conference Committee 
requested. 

Conference Committee appointed. 

Conference Committee dissolved. 

On motion, Free Conference 
Committee requested and 
appointed. 

Free Conference Committee 
reported. 

Second reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 

Third reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 

Free Conference Committee report 
adopted by Senate. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. __ 3_ 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOiiiNG AN INCREASE IN 

THE MINIMUM CHARGE TO CLASSIFIED FOREST LANDOWNERS FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION UP TO $30; LIMITING ASSESSMENTS TO NO MORE THAN 

ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE FOR 

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION; AMENDING SECTIONS 76-13-201 AND 

76-13-207, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-201. Duty of owner to protect against fire. (1} 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the department 

shall protect against the starting or existence and suppress 

the spread of fire on that land. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board. 

(2) If the owner does not provide for the protection 

and suppression, the department may provide it at a cost to 

the landowner of not more than 16 cents per acre per year 

8ftd-ftot-%e~~-t~an-$6 except that the department shall make a 

minimum assessment of up to $30 per owner per year in each 

protection district as necessary to yield the amount of 

~na <••"""•• «Wn<'l 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0068/01 

money provided for in 76-13-207. The owner of the land shall 

pay to the county treasurer of the county in which the land 

is situated the charge for the same approved by the 

department in accordance with this part and part 1. 

(3) No other charges may be assessed those landowners 

participating except in cases of proven negligence on the 

part of the landowner or his agent." 

Section 2. Section 76-13-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-207. Determination and collection of costs of 

fire protection. (1) The department shall prepare an annual 

operation assessment plan in which fire protection costs are 

determined. The department shall request the legislature to 

3ppropriate the state's portion of the cost. After the 

appropriation is made by the legislature, the department 

shall cause an assessment to be made on the owners of 

classified forest land, as specified in 76-13-201, 

sufficient to bring the total amount received to the amount 

specified in the approved plan but the department may cause 

no assessment for forest fire protection to be made on 

owners of classified forest lands which will yie~-~ an amount 

greater than one-third of the total appropriated by the 

legislature for that purpose in that fiscal year. 

(2) On or before August l preceding each regular 

session of the legislature, the department shall inform the 

legislative finance committee provided for in 5-12-201 of 

-2-
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1 the assessments it expects to make upon owners of classified 

2 forest lands under subsection (1) during each year of the 

3 next biennium. 

4 titill On or before the second Tuesday in August of 

5 each year, the department shall certify in writing to the 

6 county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

7 forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

8 their lands and a statement of the amount found to be due 

9 and owing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

10 fire protection. 

ll t3ti!l Upon receiving the certificate from the 

12 department showing the amount due, the county assessor shall 

13 extend the amounts upon the county tax rolls covering the 

14 lands, and the sums shall become obligations of the owner to 

15 be paid and collected in the same manner and at the same 

16 time and with like penalties as general state and county 

17 taxes upon the same property are collected." 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of state lands to make 

rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 
REQUEST NO. FNN045-85 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received 1-10 , 19 85 , 
Fiscal Note for House Bill 3 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the 
Background _information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

there is hereby submitted a 
Montana Code Annotated (HCA). 
Office of Budget and Program 

pescription of Propos~d L~gislation: House Bill 3 provides for an in~ceas~ in th~ minimum charge to classified 
landowners for fire protection up to $30.00 

Assumptions: 1) The fire ass~ssment fe~ will be incr~ased from $6.00 to $15.00. 
2) The State will provide the additional fire protection and maintain th~ 1/3 landowner 

ass~ssm!"nt in fun::ling th~ State's fire program. 

Fi sea 1 Impact: 
FY 86 FY 87 Total Biennium 

under under und~r under und~r under 
curr<:>nt proposed current proposed current propos~d 

Exp~nditures 
law law law law law law 

Personal Services 472,105 538,201 487,492 668,347 959,597 1,206,548 
Operating Expenses 316,441 350,356 318,650 366,474 635,091 716,830 
Capital 41,454 208,022 43,858 67,019 85,312 275,041 
Total Expenditures 830,000 1,096,579 850,000 1,101,840 1,680,000 2,198,419 

Revenue 
Fed & Private 830,000 1,096,579 850,000 1,101,840 1,680,000 2,198,419 

Estimated Increase 266,579 251,840 518,419 
_Aff£',_C_t __ O_f!__j_ounty or other local Revenue or Expenditures: tl/ A 

Lo_ng _ _f~a_Q_g_~_E_f_f_ects_of Pro_pos~d _ __Legi s 1 at i Of!: 

House Bill 3 will allow the minimum fira assessment fe~ to increase up to $30.00 to provid~ for fire protection 
as required. 

T__,e_c_h_ni_c__aj _ _9_r r~echanical Defects or Conflicts with_E_x_ist_i_r_!_g _ _L_e_g_i_s_lation: N/A/l,)~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: J8N 10 t78'r 



STATE OF MONTANA AMENDED 
REQUEST NO. FNN 045-85 

F I S C A L N 0 T E 

In compliance with a written request received January 28, 
Fiscal Note for House Bill 3/amended pursuant to Title 5, 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note 
Planning, to members of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Form BD-15 

19 85 , there is hereby submitted a 
Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
is available from the Office of Budget and Program 

House Bill 3 provides for an increase in the minimum charge and the rate per acre to classified land for fire 
protection. 
ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The fire assessment fee will be increased. 
2. The State will provide the additional fire protection and ma,intain the 1/3 landowner assessment in funding 

the State's fire program. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures 
Revenues 

Earmarked Spec. 
Revenue 

FY 86 
Under--Under 
Current Proposed 

Law Law :;:;=,"=c--:-= 830,000 1,096,579 

830,000 1,096,579 

Estimated Increase 266,579 

Under 
Current 
Law 
850,000 

850,000 

AFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
NONE 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

FY 87 
Under 
Proposed 
Law 
1;101,840 

1,101,840 

251,840 

Total 
Biennium 

Under 
Current 
Law 
1,680,000 

1,680,000 

Under 
Proposed 
Law 
2,198,419 

2,198,419 

518,419 

The proposed legislation allows the Department to increase fire assessments to provide for fire protection 
as required. 

FN3:T/3 

~JLf~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office 

Date: 

of Budget and Program Planning 

~AI :l/_ -Jgfr 
~-~-
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ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. __ 3_ 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING AN INCREASE IN 

THE MINIMUM CHARGE TO CLASSIFIED FOREST LANDOWNERS FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION UP TO $301 LIMITING ASSESSMENTS TO NO MORE THAN 

ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE FOR 

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION; AMENDING SECTIONS 76-13-201 AND 

76-13-207, MCAI AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-201. Duty of owner to protect against fire. (1) 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the department 

shall protect against the starting or existence and Suppress 

the spread of fire on that land. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board. 

(2) If the owner does not provide for the protection 

and suppression, the department may provide it at a cost to 

the landowner of not more than 16 cents per acre per year 

and-n~t-iess-than-$6 except that the department shall make a 

minimum assessment of up to $30 per owner per year in each 

protection district as necessary to yield the amount of 

~ana, .. ,,.,,. CO<U>dl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0068/01 

money provided for in 76-13-207. The owner of the land shall 

pay to the county treasurer of the county in which the land 

is situated the charge for the same approved by the 

department in accordance with this part and part 1. 

(3) No other charges may be assessed those landowners 

participating except in cases of proven negligence on the 

part of the landowner or his agent." 

Section 2. Section 76-13-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-207. Determination and collection of costs of 

fire protection. (1) The department shall prepare an annual 

operation assessment plan in which fire protection costs are 

determined. The department shall request the legislature to 

appropriate the state's portion of the cost. After the 

appropriation is made by the legislature, the department 

shall cause an assessment to be made on the owners of 

classified forest land, as specified in 76-13-201, 

sufficient to bring the total amount received to the amount 

specified in the approved plan but the department may cause 

no assessment for forest fire protection to be made on 

owners of classified forest lands which will yield an amount 

greater than one-third of the total appropriated by the 

legislature for that purpose in that fiscal year. 

(2) On or before August 1 preceding each regular 

session of the legislature, the department shall inform the 

legislative finance committee provided for in 5-12-201 of 

-2- SECOND READING 
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1 the assessments it expects to make upon owners of classified 

2 forest lands under subsection (1) during each year of the 

3 next biennium. 

4 titlll On or before the second Tuesday in August of 

5 each year, the department shall certify in writing to the 

6 county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

7 forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

8 their lands and a statement of the amount found to be due 

9 and owing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

10 fire protection. 

11 t3ti!l Upon receiving the certificate from the 

12 department showing the amount due, the county assessor shall 

13 extend the amounts upon the county tax rolls covering the 

14 lands, and the sums shall become obligations of the owner to 

15 be paid and collected in the same manner and at the same 

16 time and with like penalties as general state and county 

17 taxes upon the same property are collected." 

18 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

19 existing authority of the department of state lands to make 

20 rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

21 extended to the provisions of this act. 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

23 effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. __ 3_ 

INTRODUCED BY ----~MA~R~K~S ________________________________ _ 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING AN INCREASE IN 

THE MINIMUM CHARGE TO CLASSIFIED FOREST LANDOWNERS FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION UP TO $30: LIMITING ASSESSMENTS TO NO MORE THAN 

ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE FOR 

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION: AMENDING SECTIONS 76-13-201 AND 

76-13-207, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-201, MCA, is amended to <ead: 

"76-13-201. Duty of owner to protect against fire. (1) 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the department 

shall protect against the starting or existence and suppress 

the spread of fi<e on that land. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board. 

(2) If the owner does not provide for the protection 

and suppression, the department may provide it at a cost to 

the landowner of not more than 16 cents per acre per year 

aftd-ftet-tess-thaft-$6 except that the department shall make a 

minimum assessment of up to $30 per owner per year in each 

protection district as necessary to yield the amount of 
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money provided for in 76-13-207. The owner of the land shall 

pay to the county treasurer of the county in which the land 

is situated the charge for the same approved by the 

department in accordance with this part and part 1. 

(3) No other charges may be assessed those landowners 

participating except in cases of proven negligence on the 

part of the landowner or his agent." 

Section 2. Section 76-13-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-207. Determination and collection of costs of 

fire protection. (1) The department shall prepare an annual 

operation assessment plan in which fire protection costs are 

determined. The department shall request the legislature to 

appropriate the state's portion of the cost. After the 

appropriation is made by the legislature, the department 

shall cause an assessment to be made on the owners of 

classified forest land, as specified in 76-13-201, 

sufficient to bring the total amount received to the amount 

specified in the approved plan but the department may cause 

no assessment for forest fire protection to be made on 

owners of classified forest lands which will yield an amount 

greater than one-third of the total appropriated by the 

legislature for that purpose in that fiscal year. 

(2) On or before August 1 preceding each regular 

session of the legislature, the department shall inform the 

legislative finance committee provided for in 5-12-201 of 

-2-
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1 the assessments it expects to make upon owners of classified 

2 forest lands under subsection (1) during each year of the 

3 next biennium. 

4 titi!l On or before the second Tuesday in August of 

5 each year, the department shall certify in writing to the 

6 county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

7 forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

8 their lands and a statement of the amount found to be due 

9 and owing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

10 fire protection. 

11 t3ti!l Upon receiving the certificate from the 

12 department showing the amount due, the county assessor shall 

13 extend the amounts upon the county tax rolls covering the 

14 lands, and the sums shall become obligations of the owner to 

15 be paid and collected in the same manner and at the same 

16 time and with like penalties as general state and county 

17 taxes upon the same property are collected.'' 

18 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

19 existing authority of the department of state lands to make 

20 rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

21 extended t~o the provisions of this act. 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

23 effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-

-3-
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
SENATE 

.F.E:!I:J:t".U.~l:"Y ..... :7 ................ 19.~.5 .... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We. your committee on .................... S.en.a te ... f.inanc.e ... and Claim:;; .......................................... . 

having had under cons•deration. . .................................. House .. Bill ........................ No .... 3 .. ::< .. . 

_t._i ..... l.._j .._rud~---- reading copy ( bl !le 
color 

(Senator Haffey will carry) 

LOCAL RAIL SERVICE ASSISTA..'lCE ACCOUI-1T FROH COAL SEVERANCE TAX 

Respectfully report as follows: That ..................... . 

be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "THE'' 
Strike: "i.UNII•IUW' 

2. Title, line 7. 
Following: "PROTECTION" 
Strike: ''UP TO $30'' 

. ......... House .. .Bil..l. ............................... No ...... 3., ...... . 

3. Page 1, lines 22 through "76-13-207" on page 2, line 1. 
Following: line 21 
Strike: lines 22 through "76-13-207~' on page 2, line l. 
Insert: "be assessed against the land. The department shall assess 

ti1e charge per acre per year necessary to yield the amount of 
money provided for in Section 76-13-207 (1). The minimum assess­
ment payable for such protection and assessment for each owner, 
per year in each protection district as shown in the most recent 
2roperty tax assessment rolls of the county, is 75 times the per 
acre charge" 

4. Page 2, lines 23 through page 3, line 3. 
Following: line 22 
Strike: lines 23 through line 3 on page 3 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsections 

AND AS AHENDED 
BE CmlCURRED IN 

~~6t5& 



) 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT CORRECTED COPY 

.......... F.~.b.?7.~~.:~)~ .. .? ....................... 19 .. 8.~ ... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ........... Sena.te .. Fi.nance. .. al.1.d ... Cl.aims ........................................................... . 

having had under consideration ........................................................ llouse ... Bill. ....................... No.3 ............. . 

Third reading reading copy 1 blue 
color 

RAISE .MINI.MUH FOREST FIRE PROTECTION TO $30 

IIaffey 

Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................. HQ\:1-Se···B-il.J. ........................ No ... .3.,. ........ . 
be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 6. 
FollO'I'Ting: "THE" 
Strike: "MINIMUivl'' 

2. Title, line 7. 
Following: "PROTECTION" 
Strike: "UP '1'0 $30" 

3. Page 1, lines 22 through ''76-13-207'' on page 2, line 1. 
Following: line 21 
Strike: lines 22 through ''76-13-207.'' on page 2, line 1 
Insert: "be assessed ·against the land. The department shall assess 

the charge per acre per year necessary to yield the amount of 
money provided for in Section 76-13-207(1). The minimum assess­
ment payable for such protection and assessment for each owner, 
per year in each protection district as shown in the most recent 
property tax assessment rolls of the county, is 75 times the per 
acre charge" 

4. Page 2, lines 23 through page 3, line 3. 
Following: line 22 
Strike: lines 23 through line 3 on page 3 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsections 

AND AS AI-iENDED 
Bt:: CONCURRED IN 

Reg an Chairman. 

c.,rr•c.+ecL 



COMMITTEE· OF THE W.HOLE AMENDMENT 

SENATE 
2-12"-85 

DATE 

3:15 p.m. 
TIME 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I MOVE TO AMENO _______ H_O_U_S_E_B_I_L_L ________ No. __;3:.__ __ 

THIRD BLUE 
------- reading copy { ____ ) as follows: 

REJECT 

Color 

1. Page 2, line 17. 
Following: "received" 
Strike: "to" 
Insert: "from such landowners to no greater than one-third 

of" 

2. Page 2, lines 18 through 22. 
Following: "in the" on line 18 
Strike: "approved plan" 
Insert: "appropriation." 
Strike: remainder of line 18 through line 22 

PC3HB3.321 

TOWE 

7{) 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 3 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING AN INCREASE IN 

THE MfNtMSM CHARGE TO CLASSIFIED FOREST LANDOWNERS FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION SP--~-$3&; LIMITING ASSESSMENTS TO NO MORE THAN 

ONE-THIRD OF TWE TOTAL APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE FOR 

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION; AMENDING SECTIONS 76-13-201 AND 

76-13-207, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-201. Duty of owner to protect against fire. (1) 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the department 

shall protect against the starting or existence and suppress 

the spread of fire on that land. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board. 

(2} If the owner does not provide for the protection 

and suppression, the department may provide it at a cost to 

efte--%endowner--of--nee-more-ehan-%6-eents-per-aere-pe~-yea~ 

~n~-not-ie~~-than-$6 except-that-the-d~pa~tment-shal~-make-a 

minimnm-a~~e~~ment-o£-ttp-to-$39 per-owner-per-year--±n--eaeh 

proteet~on--d±~~riet a~--neee~~ary--to--y±e%~-t~e-amottnt-o! 

~na Log,.'>ti•• couna/ 
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Moftey-previded-for-ift-T6-l3-i9T~ BE ASSESSED AGAINST THE 

LAND. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ASSESS THE CHARGE PER ACRE PER 

YEAR NECESSARY TO YIELD THE AMOUNT OF MONEY PROVIDED FOR IN 

76-13-207(1). THE MINIMUM ASSESSMENT PAYABLE FOR SUCH 

PROTECTION AND ASSESSMENT FOR EACH OWNER, PER YEAR IN EACH 

PROTECTION DISTRICT AS SHOWN IN THE MOST RECENT PROPERTY TAX 

ASSESSMENT ROLLS OF THE COUNTY, IS 75 TIMES THE PER-ACRE 

CHARGE. The owner of the land shall pay to the county 

treasurer of the county in which the land is situated the 

charge for the same approved by the department in accordance 

with this part and part 1. 

(3) No other charges may be assessed those landowners 

patticipating except in cases of proven negligence on the 

part of the landowner or his agent." 

Section 2. Section 76-13-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-207. Determination and collection of costs of 

fire protection. {1) The department shall prepare an annual 

operation assessment plan in which fire protection costs are 

determined. The department shall request the legislature to 

appropriate the state's portion of the cost. After the 

appropriation is made by the legislature, the department 

shall cause an assessment to be made on the owners of 

classified forest land, as specified in 76-13-201, 

sufficient to bring the total amount received to FROM SUCH 

LANDOWNERS TO NO GREATER THAN ONE-THIRD OF the amount 

-2- HB 3 
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specified in the app~owed--plan APPROPRIATION. bat--the 

departaent--may--eattse--nc--assessm~---fer---ferest---fi~e 

pro~ectien--~e--ee-made-on-owners-e£-c±assi!ied-fo~est-iaftds 

whieh-vi%%-yiel~-an-ame~n~-greater--than--one-third--ef--the 

~otai--appropr~ated--by--the-ieg~siatttre-fer-that-purpeee-~n 

that-fiseal-xear. 

tit--en-or--be£ore--August--1--preeeding--eaeh--regular 

sessien--of-the-ieqislaturez-the-department-~all-inform-the 

9 iegisiative-finanee-eommittee-provided-for--in--5-%i-i9l--o£ 

10 the-assessments-it-expeets-to-make-upon-owners-ef-elassified 

11 £orest--lands--~nder--sabseetion-tlt-during-eaeh-year-ef-~e 

12 next-DieaniHM• 

13 titf11111 On or before the second Tuesday in August of 

14 each year, the department shall certify in writing to the 

15 county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

16 forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

17 their -dnds and a statement of the amount founn to be due 

18 and ~-'wing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

19 fire protection. 

20 t3tt!±1ll Upon receiving the certificate from the 

21 department showing the amount due, the county assessor shall 

22 extend the amounts upon the county tax rolls covering the 

23 lands, and the sums shall become obligations of the owner to 

24 be paid and collected in the same manner and at the same 

25 time and with like penalties as general state and county 
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taxes upon the same property are collected." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of state lands to make 

rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ReporiNo ........ .! .............. . 

..... Apr.il ... 1.9. 19 .. 8.5. ... 
MR. SPEAKER 

Free 
We, your-------------------------- Conference Committee on 

House Bill 3, REFERENCE COPY, salmon 

met and considered ______________ _..;. ________________ _ 

We recommend as follows: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Following: "$~9" 
Insert: "UP TO $14" 

2. Page 2, lines 1 through 8. 
Strike: " BE " on line 1 through " CHARGE. " on line 8 
Insert: "the landowner of not more than 17 cents per acre 
per year except that the department shall make a minimum 
assessment of up to $14 per owner per year in each 
protection district as necessary to yield the amount of 
money provided for in 76-13-207." 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

FOR THE SENATE FOR THE HOUSE 

~ 
Haffey, Chm. Marks 

ADOPT REJECT 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 3 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS 

BY REQUEST OF JOINT INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING AN INCREASE IN 

THE MfNfM~M CHARGE TO CLASSIFIED FOREST LANDOWNERS FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION ~P--~8-$39 UP TO $14: LIMITING ASSESSMENTS TO NO 

MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATED BY THE 

LEGISLATURE FOR FOREST FIRE PROTECTION: AMENDING SECTIONS 

76-13-201 AND 76-13-207, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-201. Duty of owner to protect against fire. (1) 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the department 

shall protect against the starting or existence and suppress 

the spread of fire on that land. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board. 

(2) If the owner does not provide for the protection 

and suppression, the department may provlde it at a cost to 

tne-t~~downe~-of-not-more-tha~-~6-eent~-pe~--aere--per--year 

a~d-not-le~~-than-$6 exeept-that-the-department-shall-make-a 

minimcm--a~~e~~ment--o£-np-to-$39 ~er-owner-per-year-±n-eae~ 
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proteetion-distriet as-neeessary--to--yieid--the--~monnt--o£ 

money--pro~ided--for--in--~6-13-%9~~ BE-ASSESSBB-ASA%NS~-~H8 

bANB~-~HE-BBPAR~MEN~-SHAbb-ASSESS-~HE-EHARSB--PER--ABRE--PER 

¥EAR--NE€ESSAR¥-~8-¥tEbB-~HB-AM8~N~-8P-M8NE¥-PR9V!BEB-P9R-fN 

16-l3-~97tlt~--~HE--M!NfM~M--ASSESSMEN~--PA¥ABbE--P8R---S~€H 

PR8~E€~fSN--ANB--ASSESSMENT-P8R-EA€H-8WNERT-PER-¥EAR-fN-EABH 

PR8~E€~t8N-B!S~Rf€~-AS-SH9WN-fN-~HE-M8S~-REEEN~-PR8PER~¥ ~AM 

ASSESSMEN~-R8bbS-8P-~HE-€9HN~¥7-fS--75--~%MES--~HE--PBR-A€RE 

€HARSE~ THE LANDOWNER OF NOT MORE THAN 17 CENTS PER ACRE PER 

YEAR EXCEPT THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE A MINIMUM 

ASSESSMENT OF UP TO $14 PER OWNER PER YEAR IN EACH 

PROTECTION DISTRICT AS NECESSARY TO YIELD THE AMOUNT OF 

MONEY PROVIDED FOR IN 76-13-207. The owner of the land shall 

pay to the county treasurer of the county in which the land 

is situated the charge for the same approved by the 

department in accordance with this part and part 1. 

{3) No other charges may be assessed those landowners 

participating except in cases of proven negligence on the 

part of the landowner or his agent. 11 

Section 2. Section 76-13-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-207. Determination and collection of costs of 

fire protection. {1) The department shall prepare an annual 

operation assessment plan in which fire protection costs are 

determined. The department shall request the legislature to 

appropriate the state 1 s portion of the cost. After the 
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the department 

on the owners of 

classified forest land, as specified in 76-13-201, 

sufficient to bring the total amount received to FROM SUCH 

LANDOWNERS TO NO GREATER THAN ONE-THIRD OF the amount 

specified in the ~ppre~ed--pi~" APPROPRIATION. b~t--the 

d~ea~tmeftt--m8y--e~~~e--no--8~~essment---fo~---for~~t---f~~~ 

proteet~on--~o--be-made-on-ewners-of-ela~s±£ied-forest-iande 

wnteh-wi%l-yieid-an-amoant-qre8ter--than--ene-thtrd--of--the 

total--appre2riate~--by--the-}egisia~Hre-for-that-pttrpose-in 

that-ftsea%-yearo 

tit--en-or--be£ere--AH9ttst--i--preeeding--eaeh--regalar 

session--o£-the-legisiatarey-the-depertme~t-~heit-info~m-ehe 

14 ieqi~lat±ve-tinanee-eommittee-~rovided-fo~--±~--5-ir-re~--of 

15 the-a~~e~~ment~-~t-expeets-to-me~e-ttpon-ewn~r~-o£-cla~~t£%ed 

16 £orest--iand~--~nder--s~bseet~on-t%t-d~ring-eaeh-year-o£-the 

17 next-bie~n±~mo 

18 t<tiitlll On or before the second Tuesday in August of 

19 each year, the department shall certify in writing to the 

20 county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

21 forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

22 their lands and a statement of the amount found to be due 

23 and owing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

24 fire protection. 

25 t3ti!illl Upon receiving the certificate from the 
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department showing the amount due, the county assessor shall 

extend the amounts upon the county tax rolls covering the 

lands, and the sums shall become obligations of the owner to 

be paid and collected in the same manner and at the same 

time and with like penalties as general state and county 

taxes upon the same property are collected.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of state lands to make 

rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. This act is 

effective July 1, 1985. 

-End-
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