
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 18 

INTRODUCED BY S. SMITH, ETCHART, KOLSTAD, GAGE, LANE, 
OCHSNER, MCCALI,UM, BOYLAN, TVEIT, GRAHAM, H. fiAmiOND 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE BUSINESS 
AND INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

February 16, 1983 

February 17, 1983 

Febru4ry 18, 1983 

February 19, 1983 

February Zl, 1983 

February 2') ... , 1983 

F~bruary 28, 1983 

March 7, 1993 

March 9, 1983 

March 10, 1983 

!N THE SENATE 

IN THE HOOSE 

Introduced and refll!rrad 
to Committee on Bu~inese 
and Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed 
on members' desks. 

Second readinq, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third readinq, passll!ld, 
Ayes, 49J Noes, 0. 
Transmitted to House. 

Introduced and referred 
to Commi.tteEt on Business 
and Industry. 

Committee recornmt;~nd bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second readin9, concurred 
in. 

Third readi.ng, concurred 
in. 



I • 

March 11, 1983 

IN THE SENATE 
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Returned to S~n~tte. Sent. 
to enrollinq. 

Reported correctly 
enrolled. 
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A JOI~T RESOLUTION Df THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~NTANA PROTESTING PROPOSED 

CHAR&ES 8T FEDERAL AGENCIES TO RURAl ELECTRIC AND TElEPHONE 

COOPERATIVES FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY USE AND PER~ITSo 

WHEREAS, through their agreeMents with the federal 

~over~ment and most specifically with the Rural 

Electrification Administration, the electric and telephone 

cooper3tlves of Hon~ana are required to provide area 

coverage at the lowest possible cost and without profit, 

even to isolated and •inimum revenue custo~ers; and 

WHEREAS, to provide such service ft Is necessary that 

the lines of such cooperativ~s cross United States Forest 

Service, Bureau of land Manage11ent .. and o.ther 

go~ernment-owned lands; and 

ll:iEREAS., the United States Forest Service~ the Bureau 

of Land Manageaen~~ and other federal agencies have granted 

Z3 permits to these cooperatives to cross-their lands at no 

2~ charge to the cooperativesi and 

25 ~~EREASt It has now been proposed that these federal 
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agencies f•pose initJaJ and annual charges for such 

right-of-way use and permits. which wou1d result in 

increased cost for basic electric ·and telephone service to 

the rural population of Montana; and 

WHEREAS~ pay.en~s ~o the federal govern•ent for such 

permits would constitute discrimination against the members 

of the cooperatives because the bylaws of the cooperative 

require Me•bers to grant right-of-way eeseeants at no 

char9e. 

~OW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SE~ATE 4NO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MDN1ANA: 

That this legislature strongly protests proposals for 

the United States -For-est Service and the Bureau of Land 

Kamige:uent to charge rural electric and telephone 

cooperatives for right-of-way use and permits and strongly 

~rges that such proposals be rescinded. 

BE IT FURTHER RfSOLVEOt that copies of this resolution 

be sent by the Secretary of Stat:e to the United States 

Forest Service• the B~reau of Land Mgnagement~ and the 

~ontana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-

-z- 1 N T R 0 D U C E D B 1 L L 

s~~ ~~ 
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Approved by Committee 
on Business and Industry 
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A JOI•T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA PROTESTING PROPOSED 

CHAR~ES 8Y FEDERAL AGENCIES TO RURAl ELECTRIC AND TElEPHONE 

COOPERATIVES FOR RIGHT-OF-NAY USE AND PERMITSo 

WHERe•s• through their agreeaents with the federal 

~over:lment and most specifically with the Rural 

Electrification Administration, the electric and telephone 

cooper3tives of Montana are required to provide area 

coverage at the 1owest possible cost and without profit, 

eYen to isolat?.d and minimum revenue customers; and 

~HEREASw to provide such service ft Is necessary that 

the lines of such cooperatives cross United States Forest 

Service, Bureau of land fl4anagement, and other-

governaent-owned lands; and 

~~EREAS• the United States forest Service• the Bureau 

of land Hanage•ent 9 and other federal agencies have granted 

23 permits to these cooperatives to cross their lands at no 

24 chdrge to the cooperatives; an~ 

25 ~rlEREAS, It has now been propo5ed that these federal 
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agencies i•pose initial and annual charges for such 

right-of-way use and permits, which would result: in 

incre3sed cost for basic electric and telephone service to 

the r~ral population of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, payments to the federal government for such 

per•its would constitute discrimination against the members 

of the cooperatives because the bylaws of the cooperative 

require me•bers to grant right-of-way ease•ents at no 

charge. 

NDH• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEN4TE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MDNT4NA: 

That this Legislature strong11 protests proposals for 

the United States ·Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 

Hamlge;11ent to charge rural electric and telephone 

cooperatives for right-of-way use and permits and stronglJ 

~rges that such proposals be rescinded. 

HE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that copies of thl s resolution 

be sent by the Secretary of State to the United States 

Forest Service, the Bureau of land Management• and the 

~ontan~ Congressional Delegation. 

-tnd-

S E C 0 N D READING 
-z-
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A JOI~T RESOLUTIOI'I OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF "OI'ITANA PROTESTING PROPOSED 

C~AR~ES 8Y FEDERAl AGENCIES TO RURAL ELECTRIC AND TElEPHONE 

COOPERATIVES FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY USE AND PERMITS. 

WHEREAS. through ~heir agreements with the federal 

':]over~.nent and IRO".t spec I fIca 11 y with the Rural 

~lect~ification Administration, the electric and telephone 

cooper~tives of Montana are required to provide area 

coverage at the lowest possible cost and without profit, 

even to isolated and •inimum revenue customers; and 

WHEREAS., to provide suc·h service it Is necessary that 

the lines of ~uGh cooperatives cross United States Forest 

Service, Bureau of land "'anaqement. and other 

govern~@nt-owned lands; and 

lf.-&EREASt the United States Forest Servi C'!'t the Burt! au 

of land Managa~nt• and other federal agancies have granted 

23 permits to these cooperatives to cross their lands at no 

2~ charge to the cooperatives; and 

25 WrlEREAS, It has now been proposed that these federal 
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agencies l11pose initial and annual charges for such 

right-of-way use and permits. which wou1d result in 

increased c~st for basic electric and telephone service to 

the raral population of Montana; and 

WhEREAS, pay.ants to the federal government for such 

per•its would constitute discrimination against the members 

of the cooperatives because the bylaws of the cooperative 

require me•oers to gra~t right-of-way eas~ents at no 

char9e• 

NOWo THEREFORE, 8E IT RESOLYEO BY T~E SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF T~E STATE OF MONTANA: 

That this legislature strongly protests proposals for 

the Jnitad States Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 

Mamtge:~ent to charge rural electric and telephone 

cooperatives for right-of-way use and permits and strongly 

urges that such proposals be resclnd~d· 

l!E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution 

be sent by the Secretary of State to the United States 

Forest Service• the Bureau of land Management, and the 

Montana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-

-z- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO• 18 

INTRODUCED BY E. S~ITH. ETCHART• KOLSTAD• GAGE• LANE• 

OC~SNER• MCCALLUM• BOYLAN, TVEIT, GRAHAM, H. HAMHONO 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE BUSINESS 

AND INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

A JDI~T RFSOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA PROTESTING PROPOSED 

CHARGES BY FEDERAL AGENCIES TO RURAL ELECTRIC AND TELEPHONE 

COOPERATIVES FOR RIGHT-Of-WAY USE AND PERMITS. 

~~EREAS~ through their agree•ents with the federal 

governMent. and •ost spec i fi call y with the Rural 

Electrification Administration. the electric and telephone 

cooperatives of Montana are required to provide area 

coverage at the lowest possible cost and without profit, 

even to isolated and miniMUm revenue custo•ers; and 

WHEREAS, to provide such service it is necessary that 

the lines of such coope~atives cross United States Forest 

s~rvtce, Bureau of Land Hanage~aent., and other 

goYer.,ment-owned lands; and 

WHEREAS 9 the United States Forest Service, the Bureau 

of lend ~anage~ent, and other federal aqencies have granted 

24 permits to these cooperatives to cross their lands at no 

25 ch~rqe to the cooperatives; and 

S~R 0018/02 

~riEREAS 9 it has now been proposed that these federal 

2 agencies Impose InItial and annual charges for such 

3 right-of-way use and permits, which would result in 

4 increased cost for basic electric and telephone service to 

5 the r·Jral population of Montana; and 

6 ~HEREAS• payments to the federal qovern.ent for such 

7 perMits would constitute discrimination aqainst the ~e.oers 

8 of the cooperatives because the bylaws of the cooperative 

9 require members to grant riqht-of-way easements at no 

10 ch3rye. 

11 

12 NOW• TrlEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

13 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

14 That thfs Legislature strongly protests proposals for 

1~ the U~ited States Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 

16 P1anage~nent to charge rural electric and telephone 

17 c:oopera~ives for right-of-way use and per•its and strongly 

18 urges t~at such proposals be rescinded. 

19 ~E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, thdt copies of this resolution 

20 be se~t by th~ Secretary of State to the United States 

21 Forest service., the Bureau of land Manage~ent• and the 

22 Montana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-

-z- SJR 18 

R E F E N E ~ C E B I L L 


