
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16 

Introduced: 02/16/83 

Referred to Committee on business & industry: 02/16/83 
Hearing: 2/17/83 
Report: 02/19/83, Do Pass, As Amended 

2nd Reading: 02/22/83 
3rd Reading: 02/23/83 

Transmitted to House: 02/23/83 

Referred to committee on Business & industry: 02/28/83 
Hearing: 3/08/83 
Died in House Committee. 



~8th legislature LC 1381/01 

1 

z 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

~~- JOINT RESOLUTION NOo ~-
INTROOlJCEO BY ~-7£k~~¢/ _____ _ 

BY REQUEST~F THE SENATE BUSJ~ESS ANO 

INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

A JOI~T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOliSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE UF MONTANA URGING TH~ PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO REQUIRE CERTAIN !~FORMATION• MONITOR• 

AND OVERSEE LONG-TERM DEBT OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

IN THF STATE OF MONTANA TO ENSURE THAT MONTANANS WILL NOT 

FACE FURTHER FINANCIAl DIFFICULTIES RELATED TO ABANDONMENT 

OF PO~ER PROJECTS TH~f RESULT IN RATE INCREASES. 

~HEREAS, a number of public utilities in Washington ana 

Oregon have had serious financial difficulties related to 

proposed construction of five nuclear-power-generating 

facilities tor ~he washington Public Power Supply Systee; 

and 

~HEREAS• two of' the proposed power-generating 

facilities have bean abandoned and one Is on hold; and 

WMEREASt the abandonment of the Pebble Sp~ings Nuclear 

2~ Project in Oregon probably will have a direct effect upon 

23 Monta1a customers of the Pacific Power and light Co•pany; 

21t and 

2~ waEREASt the Pacific Power and Light Company has asked 
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the Montana Public Service Co••lssion for rate in~reases 

tha~ total S970.000 In additional revenue for each of the 

next 5 years to amortize losses associated with the 

aband~ned Pebble Springs Nuclear Power Project; and 

WHEREAS, such a rate increase would result in a 10.6• 

increasa in electricity costs for ~re than 27,000 Montanans 

in the northwestern part of the state. 

NOWo THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND TH~ HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTlNA: 

fhat the Legislature urges the ~ontana Public Service 

CoMMission to Monitor and oversee requests for long-term 

debt ob11gations to prevent unnecessary rate tnc~eases due 

to ab3ndonment or delay in completion of power generation 

facill ties. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the Legislature urges the 

Public Service Co•mission to require Com.isslon approval for 

the issuance of long-ter• debt obligations that could result 

in increased rates to customers for electricity. 

-End-

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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Approved by Committee 
on Business Qnd Industry 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16 

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGEt B. BROWN• ~OLSTAD 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE BUSINESS AND 

INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

A JO!~T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA URGING THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO REQUIRE CERTAIN INFORMATION, HONHORo 

AND OVERSEE LONG-TERM DEBT OBLIGATIONS RfL&IlU~~LE4R 

fOWE&-~EUE&&IlUG-fAClLlll£S GF PUBLIC UTILITIES IN THE STATE 

OF HONTANA TO ENSURE THAT ~<ONTANANS WILL NOT FACE FURTHER 

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES RELATED TO ABANDONMENT OF POWER 

PROJECTS THAT RESULT IN RATE INCREASES. 

WrlEREAS9 a number of public utilities In Washington and 

Oreqo~ have had serious financial difficulties related to 

propo:J:ed construction of five nuclear-power-generating 

facilities for the Washington Public PoNer Supply System; 

and 

WHEREAS, two of the proposed power-generatinq 

facilities have been abandoned and one is on hold; and 

WHEREAS, the abandonment of the Pebble Springs Nuclear 

Project in Oregon probably will have a direct effect upon 

24 Monta~a customers of the Pacific Power and light Company; 

25 . and 

SJR 0016/02 

l ~'-tEREAS9 the Pacific Power and light CotRpany has asked 

2 the Montana Public Service Commission for rate increases 

3 that total !970,000 in additional revenue for each of the 

'> next 5 years to amortize losses associated with the 

5 abandoned Pebble Springs Nuclear Power Project; and 

6 WHEREAS 9 such a rate increase would result in a 10.6¥ 

7 incre3se tn electricity costs for more than 21.000 Montanans 

8 in the northwestern part of the state. 

9 

10 NOW• T~EREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 rnat the legislature urges the Montana Public Service 

13 Commission to monitor and oversee requests for long-term 

14 debt ooligctions aELAI1~--Io__~'LE&B-_fOW£8__~~l«G 

15 fAtlLlllfS to prP-vent unnecessary rate inc~eases due to 

1& abandonment or delay In completion of power generation 

17 facilities. 

18 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature urges the 

19 Public Service Commission to require Commission approval for 

20 the issuance of long-term debt obligations &fLAI~IU 

21 ~U~L~!~_eoa~&-~~~fBAIIHG_fAtlLlil~S that could result in 

22 incre~s~d rates to custo~ers for electricity. 

-End-

-2- SJR 16 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NOo 16 

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGE• Bo BROWN• ~OLSTAD 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE BUSI~ESS ANO 

INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

A JDI~T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO REQUI~E CERTAIN INFORMATION• MONITOR• 

AND O~ERSEE lONG-TERM DEBT OBLIGATIONS RfLliiti~_M~L[A& 

1!0~&-I&EJU;S.Ail!1G-fAtlL1Ilf!i OF· PUBLIC UTiliTIES IN THE STATE 

OF MDNTAflA TO ENSURE THAT I'JNTANANS Will NOT FACE FURTHER 

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES RELATED TO ABANDONMENT OF POWER 

PROJECTS THAT RESULT IN RATE INCREASES. 

WHEREAS, a nuMber of public utilities in washington and 

Oreqo~ have had serious financial difficulties related to 

proposed construction of five nuclear-power-generating 

facilities for the Washington Public Power Supply System; 

~d 

WHEREAS• two of the proposed power-generatinQ 

facilities have been abandoned and one is on hold; and 

WHEREAS, the abandonment of the Pebble Springs Nuclear 

Project in Oregon prob~bly will have a direct effect upon 

14- Monta·1a customer-s of the Pacific Power and liqht Company; 

25 and 
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~~EREAS, the Pacific Power and Light Company has asked 

the Montana Public Service Commission for rate inc~eases 

that total $970y000 in additional reYenue for each of the 

next 5 years to amortize losses associated with 

abandoned Pebble Springs ~uclear Power Project; and 

the 

WHEREAS, such a rate increase would result in a 10.6% 

incre3Se tn electricity costs for more than 21~000 Montanans 

In the northwestern part of the state. 

NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SfNATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislature urges the Montana Public Service 

Commission to monitor and oversee requests for long-term 

debt obl i 9ations RfLAilttli ID fjUCL£AIL.._eQit£&_lifltf&AlltiG 

f4tlL1I~ES to prevent unnecessary rate increases due to 

abandonment or delay In completion of power generation 

facilities. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the Legislature urges the 

Public Service Commission to require Commission approval for 

the issuance of long-term debt obligations &fLAI~ 

~~Lf!~_eo~£B-~E~E&Ail~~-EA~lLlil~ that could result in 

incre~s~d rates to custo•ers for electricity. 

-End-

-2-

T H I R ~ 
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R E A D I N G 


