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R~ferred to Committee on Judiciary: 1/3/83 
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~"!!'~- JOINT RESOLUTIO~ ~<0. 

INTRODUCED BY ..!!!'_LE-~--------------------------­

BY REQUEST OF THE JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTA~;• URGING THE MONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO ADOPT RUlES DR RULE AMENDMENTS ALLO"ING THe 

SUPREME COURT TO REVIEW CIVIL CAS~S AND TO DETERMINE BY 

~KITTEN ORDER WHICH CASES WILL DR WILL NOT BE HEARD ON 

APPEAL. 

WHEREAS, the Montana Supreme Court has traditionMlly 

heerd on appeal all civil cases in which a notice of appeal 

is filed with a District Court; and 

WHEREAS, the number of civil appeals to th~ Suprem~ 

Court has ~rown ~ith the ever-increasinq caseload of the 

Jistrict Courts and has resulted in an incr~~sinq numh~r of 

d~cisions and orders that must be revi~wed by the Supr~~e 

Court; and 

WHEREAS, sorne of the increasinq nu:11ber of civil up!Jc.CJls 

involve issu~s of settled law that de not w2rrant t~€ 

writing and circulation of opinions arnonq tt1e Justices of 

the Su,Jrerr,e Court or ur€ so wholly frivolous th,Jt r~viPw on 

th~ ~erits of the case and the writinq of opinions c~nnot b~ 

justified as an efficient use of th~ tiJ1e and cnerqies ot 

\ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

' 
LC 0072/01 

the Court; and 

WHEREASt chanqes in the Rules of the Supreme Court of 

Montana and the Montana Rules of Appellate Civil Procedure 

to allow the Court to dispose of certain civil appeals 

without the necessity of a ~ritten opinion on the m~rits of 

the case ~auld reduce the time required to dispose of civil 

cases, increase respect for the judicial system, 3nd ma~c 

more efficient use of critical state resources. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

That the Hontana Supreme Court is encouraoed to amend 

the Montana Rules of Appellate Civil Procedure and the Rules 

of the Supreme Court of Montana to allow the Montana Supreme 

Court to review and to dismiss by written order frivolous 

causes or causes based on settled l~w. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th~t rules adopted by the Court 

specify the review procedure to be u~ed by the Court and the 

types of causes ~hich ~Ill or will not be he~rd on their 

merits by the Court and that in ~doptinq the rules or rule 

amendments the Court make the rules qoverninq civil appeals 

as n~arly identic~l as practicable to the provisions of [LC 

90] Bill No. __ , qov~rning appeals in crimindl cases, anC 

any rules adopted thereunder­

-End-

_,_ 


