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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rules. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 
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members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 
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Reported correctly enrolled. 
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1 SENATE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. _1_ 

z INTRODUCED BY --"HA=Z"'E"'LBAKE"""'~R!:!.....----------------

3 

4 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

5 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT .JOINT RULES 

6 TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

1 

8 NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint: rules are adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Decoruay 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

president~ and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplainy and roll call• 

20 a report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

21 shall be given In the presence of a quorum~ and each house 

Z2 shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

23 1-2. The presiding officer, or any member acting as 

24 presiding officer 9 of each house shall preserve order and 

' 
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1 decorumy and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct, 

2 •ay- order the gallerias or lobbies to be cleared. 

3 1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

4 control and direction of the hall9 cha•ber• roomst passages, 

5 and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

6 on assignment in either house are subject to placement by 

1 the presiding officer. 

8 

9 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order. subject to an appeal by any member 

10 seconded by two other members. No member may speak more than 

11 once on an appeal without the consent of a •ajority of the 

12 house of which he is a me•ber. 

13 1-5. When a member desires to speak he shall rise and 

14 address the presiding officer and, being ~ecognizedy shall 

1'> speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

16 grants permission to speak from some other place on the 

11 floor. When two or more •embers rise at the same time the 

18 presiding off i·cer shall na•e the ;neiAber who is to spe<:~k 

19 first. 

20 1-6. When a me•ber has been called to order. he shall 

21 sit down until t.he presiding officer determines whether he 

2Z is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

23 words spoken in debate• the language excepted to shall be 

-2-
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taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions of privilege are: firsty those affecting 

the collective rights, safety, dignity, and integrity of the 

proceedings of either house; and second~ those affecting the 

rights, reputation, and conduct of individual members of 

either house in their capacity as members. A question of 

privilege affecting 

precedence over a 

individual ~mber. 

either 

question 

house collectively t~kes 

of privilege affecting an 

1-8. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

12 pres ides. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

1-9. (1) A communication or paper shall be addressed to 

the presiding officer and shall bear the name of the person 

sub•ltting it. When the reading oT a paper is called fo~ and 

a member objects. it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bills or to communications from the governor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the members or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has received permission from the presiding officer to 
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distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the presiding officer is presiding, he shall 

vota as any other member and may not vote a second time. 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings. Quorums• and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate and House of 

Representatives may be as ordered by the Senate or House. 

2-2. Lobbying on the floor of the Senate o~ House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the commencement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment. 

2-3. The sessions of the legislature and of the 

Committee of the Whole, all committee meetings. and ol1 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution? 

Art. v. Sec. 10(3))• 

2-4. Neither house shal1 9 without the consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for lilore than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses 5ha~l oe 

19 sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. V9 Sec. 10(5)). 

20 

21 

2Z 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do business.- but a s~aller number may adjourn fro~ ~3y to 

day and compel the attendance of absent member~7 in such 
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•anner and under such penalties as each house •ay prescribe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10(2})• 

2-6. Unless he 'is excused, a 1te11ber of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sitting of the house of 

which he is a member. 

2-7. In the absence of a quorum• a Majority of members 

present in either house may co•pel the attendance of absent 

members by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

members. 

z-a. If a quoru• is present• five me•bers of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate, and fifteen members of the 

House of Representatives may order a call of the House. 

2-9. On a call of eithar house. a member who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-ar•s or any other 

person 9 as the majority of such me•bers present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an ubsent •ember is secured 

after a call of either house, if the house of which he is a 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not be paid 

any expense payments during his absence and is liable for 

the expenses incurred in procuring his attendance. 

2-10. ouring a call of either housey all business of 

that hOuse shall be suspended. After a call has Oeen 

23 ordered 1 no motion is in order except a motion ~o adjourn or 
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re.ove the call. The call .ay be removed by a tNo-thirds 

vote. 

2-11. If either house is in session upon a given day, 

whether or not the other house is in session, that day shall 

constitute a legislative day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legislative E•ployees 

3-1. The legislature shall prescribe the co•pensation 

of the employees of each house by joint ~esolution. Each 

house shall prescribe the duties of lts officers and 

employees. and no pay~nt shall be made f~o• the state 

treasury. or be in any way authorized to any such person 9 

except to an acting officer or employee elected or appointed 

in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The Legislative council shall be responsible for 

maintaining personnel files. 

3-3. The committee on legislative administration of 

each house shall appoint a secretary for a standing or 

special committee on recommendation of the comMittee 

chairman. subject to the approval of the respective house. A 

secretary tor a standing or special committee is immediately 

responsible to the committee chairman. but when not occupied 

with the duties of a committee• shall work under the 
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direction of the chief stenographer of each house. The 

Legislative Council shall hire all engrossing and enrolling 

typists and proofreaders, who are under the direction of the 

bills com•ittee. 

3-4. The presiding officer 

minority floor leader of each 

private secretary. 

and the majority and 

house may each appoint a 

3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties are to: 

(a) have custody of all records, bills, docu~entsw and 

other papers; 

Cb) supervise the making and examination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(c) deliver to the secretary of ~tate at the close of 

each session the journal• bill books, and resolution books, 

and all copies of introduced bills and joint resolutions; 

{d) collect fro• the chairmen or secretaries of all 

19 standing committees, special co•mittees 9 and conference 

zo 
Zl 

zz 

committees the minutes of such co-.ittees and deliver them 

to the state historical society. {See Rule 7-4) 

I 

3-6. Journal clerks• bill clerks~ typists 1 and other 
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employees responsible for legislative functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secretaries 

to presiding officers. and secretaries to Majority and 

minority floor leaders, are im~ediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Sena-te or the chief clerk of the Hou::.~ .. 

subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling cle~ks 

8 are: 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Z2 

(a) to engross or enroll all bills delivered to them 

within 48 hou~s after they have been received, unless 

further time is granted, in writing, by the presiding 

officer of the house in which the bill originated; 

(b) to correct clerical errors, with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives, in any bill originating in the house oy 

which they are employed. Clerical errors such as Lhc 

following may be corrected: 

(iJ errors in spelling 

(ii) errors in numbering sections 

(iii)' adding or del·eting underlining or 1 i nes th,··ough 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) material copied incorrectly froe the Mont.ana Code 

-a-
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1 Annotated. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

q 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtain written per•ission from the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are made. 

When a committee is the sponsor of a bill, any member 

thereof so designated by the chair•an may be the principdl 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

3-8. (1) The sergeants-at-arms are responsible to the 

?residinq officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

10 are to: 

11 (a) maintain order under the direction of the 

12 presiding officer; 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

(b) execute com•ands and serve all processes; 

(c) receive, distribute, and have custody of supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeants-at-arms, 

watchmen 9 janitors. pages 9 and other employees 

for general housekeeping functions are 

doorkeepers., 

responsible 

i mmedi atel y 

18 responsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

19 supervision of the presiding officer. 

20 

21 

3-10. The duty of the chaplain of each house is to open 

each day•s session with a prayer. 
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3-11. A legislative aide is a person who has registered 

with the clerk o~ the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been issued a distinctive identification form such as a 

name tag. Such identification •ay be issued only ~pan 

receiving writt·en verification from a •ember that the person 

involved is serving him as an aide. A person may not 

represent himself to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. The sergeants-at-arms and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. Legislative aides must be of legal 

age unless otherwise approved by the presiding officer. 

No ~e•ber may designate •ore than one aide without the 

approyal of the rules committee of the house involved. 

Qualifications for legislative in~erns are specified in 

Title 5• chapter 6t HCA. 

3-12. An employee, 

intern of either house 

legislative aide, 

is prohibited 

or 

from 

legi sl ati ve 

loboying as 

defined in Section 5-7-102(1), HCA. However, such person may 

testify before a committee of either house on the request of 

the committee. Any person violating this rule shall be 

zo discharged. 

21 

22 

23 

3-13. oisput~s or complaints involving the competency 

or decorum of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the committee on legislative administration of the house by 

-10-
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which ~he employije is employed• The committee, in its 

discretion, may dismiss, suspend, or retain the employee. 

The committee on legislative aoministration shall 

periodically review the roster of employees and shall 

5 dismiss surplus-employees. 

6 

7 

3-14. The offices of the Legislative Council shall 

serve both the Senate and Hvuse of Representatives as 

8 ..-equ ired. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

The Council staff shall prepar~ payrolls for 

certification and signature by the presiding officer and 

prepare a monthly ·financial report and distribute the report 

to legislative leaders in each house and to members of the 

Senate committee on fina·nce and claims and House co01111ittee 

on appropriations. 

3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipment and 

supplies 

on the 

made during the legislative session shall be ,T,ade 

approval of the com.ittee on legislative 

adMinistration of each house, subject to the review of the 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase order~ 

shall be issued by legislative council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

I 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Business 
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4-1. After prayer. roll ca11 9 and report on the 

journal, the order of business of the Senate and House of 

Representatives is as follows: 

(1) Communications and petitions 

(2) Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of select committees 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Motions 

{7) First reading and com~itment of bills 

(8) Second reading o~ bills (Committee of the Whole) 

(9) Third reading of bills and consent calendar bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

C12) Announce~nt of co .. ittee meetings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

requires only a .ajority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to recess, the house involved shall revert to 

Order of Business No. 1 when reconvenlng after a recess. 

-12-
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Motions 

Lt 0155/01 

5-l. When a motion is Made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer andw If requested by the presiding officer 

or a ae•ber. shall be reduced to writing and read aloud. A 

motion may be withdrawn by the ~•ber making it at any time 

before it is a•ended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no •otion may be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary motions, 

which h~ve precedence in the order listed: 

(lJ to adjoum 

(2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(4) question of privilege 

(5) to lay on the table 

(6) for the previous question 

(7) to postpone to a certain day 

(OJ to refer or commit 

(9) to a11end 

-13-
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(lOJ to postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority 

roll call vote of all members present and voting. When a 

bill or resolution is postponed Indefinitely, it is finally 

rejected and aay not be acted upon again during the biennium 

except upon a motion of reconsideration •ade pursuant to 

Rule 5-4. 

5-3. No motion or proposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

5-4. Any me.ber may. on the day the vote was taken or 

12 on the next day the house In which the action was taken is 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

in session, move to reconsider the question. A motion to 

reconsider may not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unanimous consent of the hou~e concerned, 

and thereafter any meMber may call it up for considerationi 

however, a motion to reconsider made after the 54th day of 

16 the session shall be disposed of when made. A motion to 

19 

20 

recall a bill from the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a motion to reconsider. 

21 A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the other 

22 

23 

24 

house may be made only under Order of Business No. b dOd 

und~r that order of busin~ss takes precedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjourn. 

-14-
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5-S. When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table• 

a two-thirds •ajority is required to take it from the t~ble. 

When a motion to reconsider fails• the question is finally 

and conclusively settled. 

5-6. (1) Except as provided in subsection (Z) of this 

rule, the effect of moving the previous question• if 

adopted, is to close debate immediately, to prevent the 

moving of aaend•ents or other subsidiary motions, and to 

bring to vote promptly the illllied_iately pendi"9 u1n question 

and the adhering subsidiary .otions, whether on appeal or 

otherwise. 

f2) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate• the 

question aay b~ debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

ti.e to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

5-l. A call of the house Is not in order after the 

previous question Is ordered unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

present. 

5-8. The following motions are not debatable: 

( l) t:o adjourn 
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(2) for a call of t:he house 

(3) to recess 

(4) for parliamentary inquiry 

(5) for suspension of the rules 

(6) t:o lay on t:he t:able 

(7) for the previous question 

(8) to li•itt extend the li•its of, or to close debate 

(9) to amend an undebatable •otion 

(10) to divide a question 

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole 

(12) t:o t:ake from t:he t:able 

Cl3) a decision of the p¥esidiag officer9 unless 

appealed or unless he subelts the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

(14) all incidental mo~ions 9 such as motions relating 

to voting or otiher questions of a ~1 procedural nature. 

5-9. A ~aber may .ave to divide a question if it 

includes two or •ore propositions so distinct in sub~tance 

-16-
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1 that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 

2 remain. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

6 

9 

10 

5-lo. No more than one a•end.ant and no •ore than one 

substitute .ation may be •ade to a motion. This rule permits 

the Eain .otion and two aodifying .otions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

A. form of Bjl)s Oefinjtion gf Resolytions -- Geoecql 

£.Lilll.LllJmli 

6-1. The only types of instru•ents other than bills 

11 which may be introduced in either house of the legislature 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1B 

19 

20 

21 

22 

al"e as follows: 

(1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed 

by one house only and bears the heading "House Resolution• 

or •senate Resolution•. It may be used only to adopt or 

amend the rules of one house or to provide for the internal 

affairs of the house adopting it. It does not require three 

readings or a roll call vo~e. A me•ber offering a simple 

resolution ~ay read it in his place befo~e introduction. 

When a simple resolution has been introduced, it shall be 

referred to a co.-ittee. Final action shall be taken on the 

Committee of the Whole report. The trans•ittal of copies of 

23 siMple resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk 

-17-
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or secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every si•p1e resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

(2) A joint resolution must be adopted by both houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may be used to: 

(a) express de~ire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the legislature; 

(b) request an interim study by a 1 egi sl ati ve 

10 subcommittee; 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

(c) adopt or a.end the joint rules; 

(d) set salaries and other terms of employment fur 

Legislative employees; 

(e) approve construction of a state building under 

section 18-2-102 or 20-ZS-302, ~CA; 

(f) deal with disasters and emergencies under Titl~ 

10 9 specifically as provided in sections 10-3-302(3), 

10-3-303(3)• 10-3-303(4)• and 10-3-505(5)t HCA; 

(g) submit a negotiated settl erent under section 

39-31-305(3)• MCA; 
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(h) declare or ter~inate an energy emergency under 

section 90-4-310• HCA; 

(i) ratify or propose amendments to the United States 

Constitution; or 

(j) direct changes to, repeal• or direct adoption of a 

rule in the Montana Administrative Code. 

Except as otherwise provided in these rules or the 

Constitution of the State of Montana9 a joint resolution is 

9 treated in all respects as a bill. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

6-2. All bill drafting requests shall require a 

legislative sponsor. Bills shall be 

with numbered lines and shall 

typewritten on 

be introduced 

paper 

in 

quadruplicate. 

page (except 

Bills shall be nuabered at the toot of each 

page 1) and shall have white co~ers of a 

substantial •aterial. In sections amending existing 

statutes• •atter to be stricken out shall be indicated with 

a line through the words or part to be deleted, and new 

~atter shall be underlined. Secttons of the Hontana Code 

Annotated repealed or amended in a bill shall be stated in 

the title• except for general appropriation bills and bills 
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for the codi~ication and general revision of the laws. 

Introduced bills will be reproduced on white paper and 

distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No bilJ 9 except general appropriation bills dnd 

5 bills for the codification and general r~vision of the laws, 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

shall contain more than one subject• which shall be ~learly 

expressed in the title. The enacting cJQuse of eve~y law 

shall be as follows: •Be it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

A bill shall be used to p~opose amendments to the 

tonstitution of the State of Montana and shall not ue 

subject to the veto of the governo~ CMontana Constitution, 

Art• VI, Sec. lOfl))• 

6-4. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 

House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills shall embrace nothing 

but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the 

legislative, executive, and judicial branches of state 

governmeot 9 interest on public debt• and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate b~lls• 

each embracing but one subject (Montana Constitution• Art. 

v, Sec. 11(~))• Appropriation bills for the operation cf the 

Z3 legislature shall be introduced by the chairman of the Hou.::oe 
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1 COMmittee on appropriations. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6-5. every s~atute, unless a different time is 

prescribed therein• takes effect on October 1 following Its 

passage and approval• except one that provides for 

appropriation by the legislature of public funds for a 

public purpose, which takes effect on July 1 following its 

7 passage and approval unless a different time is prescribed 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1b 

l1 

18 

19 

20 

21 

therein. Every joint resolution, unless a different ti•e is 

prescribed therein• takes effect on its passage (Sections 

1-2-201 and 1-Z-202• MCA)• 

6. Introduction-- Rill l lmlt 

6-6. (1) A legislator •ay not request •ore than five 

bills from the legislative Council nor may a legislator 

introduce more than five bills. This limit does not apply 

to: 

(a) bills requested prior to the convening date of 

each session; 

(b) interim committee bills; 

(c) state agency bills; 

(d) code commissioner bills; 

(e) resolutions; 

-Zl-
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1 (f] standing comeittee bills; 

2. (g) appropriation bills; or 

3 (h) revenue b·lll s. 

4 (2) Bills and joint resolutions will be checked by the 

5 staff of the Legislative Council prior to introduction for 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

proper format, style, and legal for•· Bills will be entered 

on the automated bill drafting equipment, typed, and 

delivered in quadruplicate to the requesting legislator. A 

stamp shall be affixed to the original bill cover and signed 

to indicate Council review. If such stamp is not affixed9 

the bill may not be introduced. 

(3) During a session a bill may be int~oduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member and presenting it to 

the chief clerk of the House of Representatives oc secretary 

of the Senate in quadruplicate. Bills or joint resolutions 

may be sponsored jointly by Senate and House members. A 

jointly sponsored bill shall be introduced in the house in 

which the legislator whose name appears first on the bill is 

a member. The chief joint sponsor•s name shall appear 

immediately to the right of the first sponsor•s name. 

Dills~ joint resolutions. and simple resolutions shall be 

22 numbered consecutively in each session of the legislature in 

2.3 separate series in the order of their receipt. 
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(4) Any bill proposed by a legislative committee or 

introduced by request of an administrative or execu~ive 

agency or department shall be so indicated following the 

names of the sponsors. •By Request of the •••••••••• (Name 

5 of agency or committee)•. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1Z 

13 

14 

(5) Bills may be prefiled, numbered, and preprinted 

prior to a legislative session by the ~taff of the 

Legislative Council. Actual signatures may appear on the 

face of the prefiled bill, or signatures may be obtained on 

a consent form from the Legislative Council and the 

sponsor•s naae typed on the bill. Additional sponsors may be 

added on aotion of the chief sponsor at any time prior to a 

standing committee report on the bill. These oases will be 

forwarded to the legislative Council to be included on the 

15 face of the bill following standing committee app~ovul. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2Z 

All prefiled bills will be made available to the 

public. 

C6) Before introduction a joint resolution described 

in Joint Rule 6-l(Z)(a) must be approved by the joint rules 

committee and each simple ~esolution •ust be approved by the 

rules committee of the house introducing it. A stamp 

indicati,ng such approval shall be affixed to the cover of 

23 the ~esolution before presentation to the chief clerk of the 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

House or secretary of the Senate. 

6-7. The following schedule 

submission of drafting requests and 

and resolutions. 

General Bills and Resolutions 

Revenue Bi 11 s 

committee Bills and Resolutions 

Committee Revenue Bills 

Approprtatlon Bills 

-Z't-
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must be followed for 

introduction of bills 

Request 

Deadline 

5:00 P.M. 

Introduction 

Deadline 

5:00 P.M. 

--~L~e~g~~---

10 14 

(or 2 legisldtiv~ 

days after deliv~ry 

if delivery is 

after 14th day) 

17 21 

36 40 

62 66 

No deadline No deaJline 

¥ 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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22 

' 

Interia Study Resolutions 

Joint Resolutions Concerning 

Administrative Rules 

LC 0155f0l 

No deadline No deadline 

No deadline No deadline 

b-8. No bill may be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to acco•plish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules coamittee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At te3st three-fourths of a standing committee 

must consent to the introduction of a co~mittee bill. 

c. first Readjog and Referral 

6-10. No •otion affecting a bill is in order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6(5). 

Upon introduction or reception of a billw the chief 

clerk of the House o~ the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a summary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a sumaary of its title 

and by its histo~y In the second house, together with a 
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notation of the co••ittee to ~hich it has been assigned, and 

such posting shall constitute the first reading of the bill. 

6-11. No bill shall be considered or beco•e a law 

unless referred to a co••ittee and returned therefrom. 

&-12. Upon introduction or reception of a bill, it 

shall be referred to a co•mlttee by the presiding officer• 

6-13. A bill aay be rereferred at any time befo~e its 

passage. 

O. Apendwents and SybJtjtyte Rjlls 

6-14. No law shall be revised or amended or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only, 

but so much thereof as is revised, a•ended, or extended 

shall be reenacted and published at lengtha 

6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill• and no 

bill shall be so altered or a•ended on its passage through 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

constitution~ Art. v, Sec. 11(1))• 

6-lb. A committee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new matter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill 

considered as an amendment and not as a new bill. 

-26-
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6-17. The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 

a committee is to propose amendments to strike out all of 

the bill following ~he enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bi11 9 recommending also any necessary changes in the 

title. If a committee report recommending a substitute fof a 

bill originating in the other house is adoptedy the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-18. Amendments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by the house in which the bill 

originated, but must either be accepted or rejected. If the 

amendaents are rejected, a conference committee may be 

requested by the house in which the bill originated. If the 

amendments are accepted and the bill is of a type requiring 

•ore than a majority vote for passage, the bill shall again 

be placed on third reading in the house of origin~ The vote 

on third reading after concurrence in amendments is the vote 

of the house of origin that •ust be used to determine if the 

required number of votes has been cast. 

6-19. If a majority of a house adopts a recommendation 

for the passage of a bill originating in that house after it 

has been returned from a committee with amendments. the bill 

shall be printed on yellow paper with all amendments 

incorporated into the printed copies. If the bill has been 

returned from a co•mittee without amendments, only the first 
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sheet shall be printed on yellow paper, and the remainder of 

the text incorporated by reference to the preceding print~d 

version of the entire bill. Bills referred to the bills 

committee of the house of ortgin for printing must be 

reported within three da)'S unless further time is granted Dy 

that house. 

£a__Engrossjng and forolling 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

Committee of the Whole of the house of origin and the report 

has been adopted, the bill 

direction of the bills 

shall be engrossed unoer the 

committee~ and when reported 

correctly enqrossed by the cofftfflittee shall be placed ou th..:· 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Committee of the Whole amend•ents shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue p~per. 

If a bill is unamended by the C01111ittee of the Whole and 

contains no clerical errors• it may be engrossed without 

retyping• and only the first sheet shall be printed on blue 

paper with the remainder of the text incorporate' by 

reference to the preceding printed version of the ~·,tir-e 

bill. 

If a bill is amended by the standing committ'"!e or 

Co1R11ittee of the Whole in the second housey the amenti*!ents 
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will be included In a ~eference bill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The amend•ents 

will also be reproduced and attached to- the reference bill. 

If the bill passes on third reading, copies of the reference 

bill and second house a.end•ents will be distributed in the 

original house. 

6-21. When a bill has passed both houses it shall be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills c~ittee of the 

house of origin. An original and two duplicate 

copies of the bill shall be enrolled, free 

typewritten 

from all 

corrections and errors 9 with a •argin of two inches at the 

top and one inch on each side. In sections aeendlng existing 

statutes, new matter shall be underlined and •atte~ st~icken 

with a lina through it shall be omitted. The o~iginal and 

two copies of the bill shall be red lined. The histo~y of 

the bill shall also be enrolled and placed with the bill in 

a white manuscript cover. upon which is written the nu•ber 

of thP bill and the title. The legislative Council staff 

shall file a copy of the history vlth the law library. 

When the enrolling has been co•pleted, the bill shall 

be exaMined by the sponsor and the bills coamittee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered tu the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 
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The presidi·ng officer shall 5ign the original and two copies 

of each bJll delivered to hia not later than the next 

legislative day after It has been reported 

enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on 

correctly 

the last 

legislative day. in ·which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be announced by the presiding 

officer and entered upon the journal no later than the next 

legislative day. At any ti•e after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the signing• if a •eaber 

signifies his desire to examine the bill~ he shall be 

permitted to do so. The bill 5ha11 then be transmitted to 

the other house where the same procedure shall be followed. 

A bill that has passed both houses of the legislature 

by the 90th day may be enrolled; clerically corrected by the 

presiding officer~, if necessary; signed by the presiding 

officers; and delivered to the governor not later than 5 

days after the 90th legislative day. All journal entries 

authorized under this rule will be entered on the journal 

for the 90th day. 

The original and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each house shall be presented by the bills 

committee to the governor. The bills committee shall tdke a 

23 receipt from the governor and shall report to the house the 

24 day and hour of such presentation, which shall be entered in 
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the journal. The original shall be filed ~ith the s2cretary 

of state. Signed copies with chapter numbers dSsigned 

pursuant to Section 5-11-204 9 H.CA, shall be filed with the 

clerk of the supreme court and the Legislative Council. 

5 ~Second Reading-- Committee of the Whole 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

6-22. All bills, except consent calendar bills• which 

have been reported by a committee, accepted by the house 

concerned, and printed shall De posted on the calendar for 

consideration by Committee of the Whole. The secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House shall record the time 

each bill is received and the time the bill is placed on 

members• desks. Until the 50th legislative day, one day must 

elapse between the time a comMittee approved bill is placed 

on the members• desks and consideration by Committee of the 

Whole. sills shall be arranged on the calendar in numerical 

order unless they are companion bills or are otherwise 

17 ordered by the house or Committee of the Wnole of the house 

18 concerned. 

19 6-23. Every bill considered in Committee of the Whole 

20 shall be read by a suamary of its title and considered 

21 section by section. 

22 

23 

All Committee of the Whole amend•ents shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the amendment 
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is voted on. The amendMent form will include the date and 

time of the amendment. Each rejected proposed amendment 

shall be identified and kept in the office of the chief 

clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate. Upon 

5 adjournment 9 the text of such ~mendments shall be delivered 

6 to the state archives. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

6-24. Prior to adoption of d Committee of the ;lhole 

report, a member may move to segregate a bill. If the motion 

prevails 9 the bill reMains on second reading. 

6-25. When a committee of tt,e Whole report on a bill is 

rejected. the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house Nay resolve itself into a Committee 

of the Whole by approval of a motion for that purpo~e. So 

far as may be applicable, the rules governing each house 

shall be observed when that house resolves itself into a 

lb Committee of the Whole, except as follows: 

11 (l) The onlY motions in order are to: 

18 (a) amend; 

19 (b) ~ecommend passage or nonpassage; 

20 (c) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

21 (d) indefinitely postpone; 
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(eJ pass consideration; 

Cf) rise; 

(9) rise and report; or 

lh) rise dnd report progress and ask leave to sit 

again. 

(2) The co.mittee May not appoint subcommittees. 

(3) The co .. ittee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the house concerned. 

(4) Unless otherwise prescribed by either house be~ore 

going into Committee of the Whole, a member may speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long edch time as is 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

6-21. After a Co••ittee of the Whole has been formed 9 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

Upon resumin9 the chair, the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairman of the committee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

G. Third ReadLog Consent calendar Goyeroor•s yeto 

b-28. No bill shall become a law except by vote of a 

majority of all the members present and voting in each 
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1 house. On final passage the vote shall be taken by ayes and 

2 noes 9 and the names of those voting entered on the journal 

3 

4 
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6 

-, 
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(Montana Constitution. Art. V9 Sec. 11(1) and (2))• 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an amendment 

to the Montana constitution where the mathe•atical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

though it had received the majority vote. 

6-29. Except for consent calendar bills 9 every bill 

shall be read three times prior to passage, either by title 

or by summary of title as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 

second prior to debate in Co••ittee of the Whole; and the 

third, which shall be by complete title• prior to final 

passage. No bill shall receive mora than one reading on the 

same day except on the last legislative day. No amendment 

may be offered on ~he third reading. 

6-30. (1) 

bills proposing 

bills ratifying 

Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

amendments to the Montana Constitution, 

proposed amendments to the United St~tes 

Constitution, resolutions, and referendum measures of the 

leqislature, shall be submitted to the governor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within 5 

days after its delivery to him if the legislature is in 
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session or within 25 days if the legislature is adjourned, 

it shall become law. The governor shall return a vetoed bill 

to the legislature with a statement of his reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor 01ay return any b i 11 to the 

5 legislature with his recommendation for amendment. It the 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

legislature passes the bi 11 in accordance with the 

qovernor•s recommendation, it shall again return the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3J If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the billt it shall 

become law. 

(4) If the legislature is not in session when the 

14 governor vetoes a bill, he shall return the bill with his 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature may be polled on a bill approved by two-thirds 

of the members p~esent or reconvened to reconsider any bill 

so vetoed. (Montana Constitution, Art. VI, Sec. lO.J 

(5) The governor ~ay veto items in appropriation 

bills, and in such instances the procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art. 

Vlo Sec. 10). 

~ 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 
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officer shall read the message. After the redding a memb~r 

may move that the governor•s veto shall Ue overridden. A 

vote on the motion shall be determined by roll cdll. if 

4 two-thirds of the members present vote "aye"• the veto is 

5 overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

6 •aye"t the veto is sustained. 

1 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

6-32. If the governor returns a bi 11 to the or-i'1inutins 

house with his reco•mendations for amendment, such house 

shall ~econsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in Committee of the Rhole. The bill is 

then subject to the following procedures: 

(a) The originating house sh<Jll tran-;.mit to the !::..-.... C'.><;,_. 

housew for consideration under its rules relating to 

14 amendments in Committee of the Whole. the bill and the 

15 

l6 

17 

18 

originating house•s approval 

governor•s recommendations. 

(b) If both houses 

or disapproval of the 

approve the governor's 

recommendations, the bill shall be returned to the ~overnur 

19 for his reconsideration. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(c) If both houses disapprove the goverr.or~ s 

recommendations. the bill shall be returned to the gov~rnor 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house 

-36-
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recomMendations and the other house approves. then either 

house may request a conference co .. ittee which may be a free 

conference co••ittee. 

IiI If both houses adopt a conference 

report. the bill in accordance with the report 

returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

co811ittee 

shall be 

(ii) If a conference co .. ittee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses. the 

governor's recommendations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration. 

~Iransmjttal of Bills - Revenue apd Apprgprjatioo Bills 

6-33. Each house shall transmit to the other with any 

bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senatey the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

18 transmitted to the House of Representatives, the chief clerk 

19 

20 

21 

lZ 

23 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

6-34. No billw except for appropriation bil1sw revenue 

bills, and amendments considered by joint committeew need be 

acted upon (save for reference to a committee by the 
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presiding officer) If trans•itted from one house to the 

other after the 45th legislative day, but shall be held 

pending in the house to which it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the me•bers present and voting determine that 

the bill shall be acted upon. Amendments, except to 

appropriation bills and revenue bills. shall likewise be 

deferred for consideration tf transmit~ed after the 70th 

legislative day. 

A revenue bill is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

fro• the orig1nal house on or before the 70th day unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting in the 

receiving house determine that the bill may be transmitt~d 

after the 70th day. 

Interim study resolutions and joint resolutions 

concerning ad•inistrative rules may be transmitted at any 

18 time during a session. 

19 

20 

6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall as 

21 soon as possible transmit it to the other house with notice 

22 of its action. 

23 la._Ejscal Notes 
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6-36. All bills reported out of a committee of the 

leqislature having an effect on the revenues, expeoditu~es, 

or fiscal liability of the state. except appropriation 

measures carrying specific dollar amounts, shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either house 9 who shall 

determine the need for the note at the tiMe of introduction, 

based on the Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

15 within six days, unless further time is granted by the 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2Z 

23 

presiding officer or com•ittee •aking the request based upon 

a written statement from the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

budget director to the presidin9 officer who requested it, 

who shall refer it to the co.-ittee considering the bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the members• 

desks. 
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1 Fiscal notes shall, where possible, show in dollar 

2 amounts the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or 

3 

4 

expenditures, costs which may be absorbed without additional 

funds, and long-range financial implicdtions. No comment or 

5 opinion r-elative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

however., technical or mechanical defects may be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

amendment by: 

(1) a committee considering the bill., or 

(2) a majority of the members of the house in which 

11 the bill is to be considered, at the time of second reaoing, 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

zz 

0~ 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall make available on request to 

any member of 'the legislature all backgr-ound inform>.t_ion 

used in developing a fiscal note (Title s, chapter 4, part 

2., MCA)• 

each 

CHAPTER 1 

Committees 

7-1. The co .. ittee on 

house shall consider 

legislative administration 

all matters concerned 

seating, mileage and expenses., legislative employees~ 

-'tO-
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control of the legislative property• and the budgeting for 

and expenditure of appropriations for the operation of the 

legislature, in cooperation with the legislative Council 

staff. 

1-2. A standing committee shall subeit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills or matters referred to it within 

seven days after reference unless, at the request of the 

committee and for good cause shown, further time is grant~d 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If the members of a coamittee cannot agree on a 

report, the majority and minority of the committee present 

at a co•mittee meeting •ay subMit separate reports. Only one 

minority report •ay be submitted. Such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal, unless othe~wise ordered 

by the house concerned. 

7-lt. All coamittees and subcommittees shall keep 

minutes of their meetings and, at the close of the session• 

shall make an o~iginal and two complete copies and shall 

tu~n the original of the minutes over to the chief clerk of 

the House or secretary of the Senate for delive~y to the 

historical society. The Legislative Council and the law 

library shall each be given one copy of the minutes. 

7-5. The committee on bills and journal, the rules 
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coMMlttee 9 and conference co .. ittees may report at any time• 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 

taken. Reports from the bills and journal co.mittee shall 

stand approved without for•al action. 

7-6. All bills providing for an app~opriation of 

public aoney •av first be considered by a joint co.mittee 

composed of ~he members of the Senate com•ittee on finance 

and claims and the House com•ittee on appropriations, and 

then by each separately. Meetings of the joint committee 

shall be held upon call of the chairman of the House 

committee on appropriations who shall be chair•an of the 

joint committee. 

7-7. The chair•an of each committee has general control 

and direction of the hall and committee room of the 

committee over which he presides. subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule l-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule 1-6, the chairman of the Senate committee shall 

be chairman of all joint com~ittees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate and the House of Representatives cannot 

agree, the other house shall appoint a committee consisting 

of the same number of members. The time and ?lace of all 

conference committee meetings shall be dgreed upon by their 
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chairman and be announced from the J"ostt"um. This 

announcement is in order at any time. failure to make this 

announcement shall not affect the validity of the 

legislation. The conference co~ittees, having conferred, 

shall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. 4 conference committee shall confine itself to 

the disputed amendment. 

If either house .-equests a free conference committee 

and the other house concurs, appointments will be made the 

same as above. A free conference committee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confined to a particular 

amendment. 

7-9. In joint 

com.ittees, me•bers 

co11mittees otheT 

vote individually 

than conference 

and not by houses. 

Because conference committees are joint meetings of separate 

co~ittees, in conference coamittees the committees frcm 

each house vote separately, and a majority of each committee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

7-10. Conference committee reports Must give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 

21 bill version. 

22 

23 

When a conference committee report is tiled with the 

secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 
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Representatives• the same shall be read under Urder of 

Business No. 3, select committees, and pla<~d on the 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommended 

favorably by the Committee of the fthole, it may l>e 

considered on third reading the 

the final legislative day a 

!.arne legislativ~ doJY• .;n 

conference committee r~port 

shall be placed on the calendar to~ immediate considerdtion 

8 on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

9 

10 

11 

12 

reading the ~ame legislative day. If a conference committO:!e 

report is adopted on third reading and the bill is of a ty;Je 

requiring more than a majority vote for passa9e• the bill 

shall again be placed on third reading in each house. Tilis 

13 third reading vote must be used to determine if the requir~ti 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

nu•ber of votes has been cast. 

7-11. Accredited press representatives may not be 

excluded from any public legislative meeting or hearing ~nd 

may not be prohibited from taking photogra?hs, televisi~j~ 

or recording the committee or house hearings, subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all matters of 

decorum and order. 

7-12. A committee block scheduling system wil1 be 

imple.ented in the Senate and House of Representative~. The 

schedule will be coordinated between houses and will oe 

adjusted according to the legislature•s work load. 
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CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

LC 0155/01 

8-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings 

and ~ayt in its discretion~ from time to timet publish the 

sa•e• and the ayes and noes on any question shall• at the 

request of any t~o meMbers, be entered on the journal. 

8-2. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

(1) the number of each bill when it is in~roduced and 

subsequently considered; 

(l) every motion and the naMe of the me~ber making iti 

(3J proposed constitutional amend•ents which have been 

voted for by two-thirds of the members (Montana 

Constitution, Art. XIV• Sec. 8); 

(4• committee reports; 

(5) roll call votesi 

(6) messages from the governor and the other houSei 

(7} an ent~y of the oath taken by the member~ (Sec. 

5-2-214• MCA). 

The title of each bill shall be printed in the index of 
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the per•anent journals. 

8-3. The bills and journal com•ittee of each house 

shall supply the legislative council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be programmed on automated equipment~ 

exa•ine Its journal. distribute a daily journal to all 

legislators, correct any errors• and report each legislative 

day immediately after roll call. 

8-4. The journal of the Senate must be authenticated by 

the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

of Representatives, by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the completed journals shall be made by the 

Legislative Council (Sec. 5-11-201 through 5-11-203 9 MCA)• 

8-5. (1) A joint rule may be repealed or amended only 

with the concurrence of both houses, under the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amendment of its own 

16 rules. 

l1 

16 

1q 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as it 

20 applies to the house suspending it. 

21 

22 

23 

(3) Any rules committee report r~commending a chdn~e 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new rule or any change in the rules 
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1 of either house shall be transmi~ted to the othe~ house for 

2 informational purposes. 

3 

4 

8-6. Hason•s Manual of Legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives 

5 In all cases not covered by these rules. 

6 8-7. The Legislative council shall codify and publish 

1 in one volu111e the r-ules of the Senate, the rules of the 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

23 

House of Representatives. and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoption, the secretary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the legislative 

Council with one copy of all motions or resolutions amending 

Senate, House, or joint rules, and with copies of all 

minutes and reports of the rules committees. After the rules 

have been published. the Legislative Council shall 

distribute copies as directed by the Senate dOd House of 

Rep~esentatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

5-11-211 through 5-11-214• "CAw the following fee schedule 

is established for the legislative proceedings: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session• S250; an additional $150 is required for mailing. 

~ 

One complete set of the proceedings of any special 
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session, S2 5. 

Sinqle copies of bills 7 resolutions, amendments, status 

sheets, or other documents may be purchased dccording to th~ 

length of the document as follow~: 

1-5 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .z~ 

6-15 payes•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .so 

16-40 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••ilaOO 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••$1.50 

101-200 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$2.00 

Over 200 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$4.00 

Copies of enacted billS••••••••••••••••••••••••Cost ot 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 

reproduction~ 

9-1. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2, every m~-:nb~r 

present when a question is put shall vote unless the :;ouse 

of which he is a ~ember excuses him. 

9-2. A aember who has a personal or private inter~st in 

any measure or bill proposed or pending b~fore the 

20 legislature shall disclose the fact to the house of wll-ch he 
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is a •e•ber. 

9-3. Amend•ents to the constitution •ay be proposed by 

any member of the legislature. If adopted by an affirmative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the members of the 

legislature, the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana constitution• Art. XIV, Sec. 8). 

9-4. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration. a majority 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

~easurA short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two ~embers, if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-6. on a roll call vote the names of the members shall 

be called alphabeticallyy unless an electrical voting syst~• 

is used. A member may no~ vote or change his vote after the 

decision is announced from the chair. A member may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announ~ed from 

the chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question shall be stated 

20 as follows: •senate (or House) bill number ••••• having oeen 

21 r<?3d three several times, the question is" shall the bill 

22 pass (or be concurred in).• 
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(2) If an electrical voting syste• is used, the bell 

shall be rung after the question is stated and then the 

presiding officer shall state •Those in favor vote yes and 

those opposed vote no.• After a reasonable pause the 

presiding officer asks •Has every member voted?• (reasonable 

pause} •ooes any .ember wish to change his or her vote?A 

(reasonable pause) •The clerk (secretary) will now record 

the vote.• 

9-8. Two members may pair on a measure that will be 

determined by a majority vote. On a measure requiring a 

11 two-thirds vote for adoption three members may pair, with 

12 

13 

two members for the measure and one member against. Pairing 

is permitted only ~hen one of the paired me~bers is excused 

14 Nhen the vote is taken. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

9-9. An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and sisned by the members agreeing to be bound, and must 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

is filed with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

the House of Representatives• it shall bind the me~bers 

signing until the expiration of time for which it was 

21 signerl, unless the paired membe~s sooner appear and ask that 

l2 the agreement be cancelled. 

23 

24 each 

9-lo. Every vote of each member of the legislature on 

substantive question in the legislature 9 in any 

-so-
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committee• or in CoMmittee o~ the Whole shall be recorded 

and made public. On final passage of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

na.es entered on the journal. Roll ca11 votes shall be 

taken by ayes and noes and the names entered on the journal 

on adopting an adverse co .. ittee report and on those motions 

made in Co~ittee of the Whole referred to in Joint Rule 

6-26(l)(a) through {d). A roll call vote shall be taken on 

nonsubstantive questions on the request of two Members. who 

•ay likewise on any vote, request that the ayes and noes be 

spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and other votes 

which are to be made public but are not specifically 

required to 

the minutes 

be spread upon the journal shall be entered in 

of the appropriate committee or of the 

appropriate 

with the 

house and a copy of such minutes shall be tiled 

Montana state historical 

Constitution9 Art. v, Sec. 11(2))• 

CHAPTER 10 

consent Calendar 

society (Montana 

lD-1. Noncontroversial bills and simple and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calendar may be 

processed by a standing co•mittee according to the following 

23 provisions: 

24 (1) To be eligible for the consent calendar, the 
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legislation must receive unanimous vote by the members of 

the standing committee in attendance (do pass, do pass as 

amended)• In addition a motion must be made and passed 

unanimously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the co•mittee report •• ~o 

appropriation or revenue billS 11ay be recommended for the 

consent calendar. 

C2) The legislation is then sent to printing to be 

prepared as a third reading version and specifically marked 

as a •consent calendar• item. 

(3) Legislation shall be immediately posted (as soon 

as it is received from printing) on the consent calendar and 

must remain there for one legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11. Special Orders 

of the Day. At that time• the presiding officer will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

•reasonable time• for questions and answers upon request. No 

debate will be allo~ed. 

(4) Any three members may sub•it written objections 

and the legislation •ust then be removed from the consent 

calendar and added to the regular second reading board. 

C5) Consent calendar legislation will be vot,-d on 

~ollowing third reading. 
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(6) Legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on individually with the roll call vote printed in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills and resolutions. 

17) Legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

th2n be transmitted to the second house. 

CHAPTER 11 

Stateaent of Legislative Intent 

11-1. Definition. For the purpose of co•pliance with 

the Legislative History Act (Title 5, chapter ~. part 4, 

HCA) 1 a stateaent of legislative intent regarding a bill 

will express the co.-on understanding of those components of 

the legislature voting on the bill. This state8ent differs 

from a purpose clause, which is used in general to describe 

the broad overall objectives of a bill, while a statement of 

intent is used to guide the details of interpretation by 

those charged with i~plementation of the bill and is ph~ased 

in terms of contingencies, exampl~sy or other matter 

inappropriate for expression as statutory language. 

11-z. Limitation. A statement of intent may not 

accoMpany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a com•ittee (standing co••ittee, committee of the 

whole or conference committee) agrees by a two-thirds vote 

to attach the statement. 
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11-3. Stateaent of intent to acco•pany bi 1'1 - when -

how. A statement shall accompany a bilJ as follows: 

(1) Statements of intent are required for bills 

delegating rule.aking or licensing authority. The statement 

shall be entered on ALTER• printed on paper of the same 

color and in the same 

attached to the bill. The 

•anner as the bill, and shall be 

statement shall be printed on 

6 paper of the same color as the bill and attached to the bill 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1'1 

lS 

16 

17 

on all subsequent printings of the bill. 

(2~ The standing committee of the house in which the 

bill originates is responsible for authoring a state8ent of 

intent for a bill requiring one. 

11-4. Modification. Any committee subsequently 

considering the bill aay amend a previous state•ent. The 

statement of intent will be reflected in the history of the 

hi 11. 

11-5. Confe~ence committee on intent only. When the 

18 second house concurs in a bill without amendments but amends 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

23 

or supersedes a previous statement of intent. the bill may 

not be enrolled until both houses have agreed on a statement 

of intent. If the statement is attached to a bill that does 

not statutorily require oney the conference committee can 

delete the statement in its entirety. 
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1 A new s~ateaent of intent written by the second house 

2 will be processed in the same manner as a second house 

3 amendment. 

4 A regular conference coa.i~tee may be appointed solely 

5 to resolve differences of intent if the second house•s 

6 stateaent of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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SENATE 

Approved by Comm. 
on Rules 

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY ~HA~Z~E~LBAKE~~R~-------------------------------

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

6 TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

7 

6 NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

9 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 That the following joint rules· are adopted: 

11 CHAPTER I 

12 Presiding Officer- Oecoru•• 

13 O..-der and Debate 

H 1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

15 president~ and the presiding officer of the House of 

16 Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

17 each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

18 the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

19 After call to order. prayer by the chaplain. and roll call• 

20 a report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

21 shall be given in the presence of a quoru•• and each house 

22 shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

23 1-2. The presiding officer 9 or any member acting as 

24 presiding officer, of each house shall preserve order and 

LC 0155/Dl 

1 decorum, and in case of disturbance or disorderly conductw 

2 may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

3 l-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

• control and direction o~ the hall, cha•bert roomsw passages, 

5 and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

6 on assignaent in either house are subject to placement by 

7 the presiding officer. 

a 

9 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any member 

10 seconded by two other members. No •ember •ay speak more than 

11 once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

12 house of which he is a me•ber. 

13 1-5. When a member desires to speak he shall rise and 

1~ address the presiding officer and~ being recognized, shall 

15 speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

16 grants permission to speak from some other place on the 

17 floor. When two or •ore members rise at the same time the 

18 presiding off l-eer shall name the member who is to speak 

19 first. 

20 1-6. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

21 sit down until the presiding officer determines whether he 

22 is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

23 words spoken in debate, the language excepted to shall be 

-2-
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taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions o~ privilege are:- first, those affecting 

the collective rights• sa,ety, dignity, and integrity of the 

proceedings of either house; and second, those affecting the 

rights, reputation• and conduct of individual members of 

either house in their capacity as members. A question of 

privilege affecting either house collectively tdkes 

precedence over a question of privilege affecting an 

individual member. 

1-8. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

12 presides. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

1-9. (1) A communication or paper sha"ll be addressed to 

the presiding officer and shall bear the ndme of the person 

sub111itting it. When the reading of a paper is called fo.- and 

a ae~r objects 9 it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bills or to communications fro• the governor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the •eMbers or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has sJgned it and 

has received per•ission from the presiding officer to 
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distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the presiding officer is presiding, he shall 

vote as any other member and may not vote a second time. 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings, Quorums, and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate and House of 

7 Representatives may be as orde~ed by the Senate or House. 

8 

9 

10 

2-2. Lobbying on ~he floor of the Senate o~ House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the com•enceaent of a session and within 

11 one-half hour after recess or adjourn~ent. 

1Z 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

2-3. The sessions of the legislature and of the 

(o.mittee of the Whole• all committee meetings, and all 

hearings shall be open to the public tHontana Constitution• 

Art. V9 Sec. 10(3))• 

Z-4. Neither house sha11 9 without the consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess fo~·more than three days, nor to 

any other place than ~hat in which the two houses shall be 

19 sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. Vw Sec. 10(5)). 

20 

21 

22 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 

day and compel the attendance of absent meMbers, in such 
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•anner and under such penalties as each house •ay prescribe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. Ye Sec. 10(2))• 

2-6. Unless he ·; s excused• a member of the House or

Senate shall be present at ever-y sitting of" the house of 

which he is a member. 

Z-1. In the absence of a quorum, a •ajority of members 

present in either house may co•pel the attendance of absent 

members by ordering a call of the house of ~hich they are 

me~bers. 

2-8. If a quoru• is present• five •e•bers of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate. and fifteen members ot·the 

12 House of Representatives may order a call of the House. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2-9. on a call of either house. a me•ber who refuses to 

attend may be arr-ested by the sergeant-at-ar•s or any other 

person 9 as the majority of such me•be~s present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent MeMber is secured 

after a call of either house. If the house of which he is a 

member refuses to excuse his absence• he shall not be paid 

any expense payments during his absence and is liable for 

the expenses incurred in procuring his attendance. 

2-10. During a call of either house, all business of 

that house shall be suspended. After a call has been 

23 ordered, no motion iS in order except a motion to adjourn or 
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reaove the call. The call •ay be removed by a two-thirds 

vote. 

2-11. If either house is in seS$ion upon a given day. 

whether or not the other house is in session. that day shall 

constitute a legisla~lve day. 

CHAPTER 3 

legislative Employees 

3-1. The legislature shall prescribe the co•pensation 

of the employees of each house by joint resolution. Each 

house shalt prescribe the duties of its officers and 

employees, and no payment shall be aade fro• the state 

treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such person9 

except to an acting officer or employee elected or appointed 

in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The Legislative Council shall be responsible for 

maintaining personnel files. 

3-3. The committee on legislative administration of 

each house shall appoint a secretary for a standing or 

special coamittee on recommendation of the collftlittee 

chairman. subject to the approval of the respective house. A 

21 secretary for a standing or special committee is immediately 

22 responsible to the committee chair•an, but when not occupied 

21 with the duties of a com~ittee, shall work under the 
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direction of the chief stenog~apher of each house. The 

Legislative Council shall hire all engrossing and enrolling 

typists and proofreaders. who are under the direction of the 

bills com•ittee. 

3-4. The presiding officer and the majority and 

minority floor leader of each house •ay each appoint a 

private secretary. 

3-5· The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties are to: 

(a) have custody of all records, bills• documents• and 

12 other papers; 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

(b) supervise the making and examination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(c) deliver to the secretary of state at the close of 

each session the journal, bill books, and resolution books• 

and all copJes of' introduc·ed bills and joint resolutions; 

(d) collect fro• the chair•en or secretarle$ of all 

standing co .. ittees, special committees, and conference 

coMmittees the minutes of such committees and deliver them 

to the state historical society. (See Rule 7-4) 

I 

3-o. Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists, and other 
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employees responsible for legislative functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secretaries 

to presiding officers, and secretaries to majority ilnd 

~inority floor leaders, are immediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Senate or the chief clerk of the House, 

6 subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

1 3-·1. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling clerks 

8 are: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

(a) to engross or enroll all bil1s delivered to them 

.within 48 hours after they have been r~eived• unless 

further ti•e is granted• in writing• by the presiding 

officer of the house in which the bill originated; 

(b) to correct clerical errors 9 with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives, in any bill originating in the house oy 

which they are employed• Clerical errors such as the 

following eay be corrected: 

(iJ errors in spelling 

(ii) errors in numbering sections 

(iii) adding or del-eting underlining or 1 ines throu-gh 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) material copied lncorrectly fro• the Montana Code 
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1 Annotated. 

2 

3 

• 
5 

6 

The secretary of the Sena~e or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtaJn written permission from the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are .ade • 

When a co.mittee is the sponsor of a bill• any me~er 

thereof so designated by the chair•an may be the principal 

7 sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

8 

9 

3-8. (lJ The sergeants-at-arms are responsible to the 

presiding officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

10 are t.o: 

11 (a) maintain order under the direction of the 

12 presiding officer; 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

(b) execute co••ands and serve all processes; 

(c) receive, distributee and have custody of supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeants-at-ar•s• 

watchmen 9 jdnitors. pages, and other employees 

for general housekeeping functions are 

doorkeepers., 

responsible 

i mmedi atel y 

18 ~esponsible to the sergeant-at-ar•s• subject to the general 

19 supervision of the presiding officer. 

zo 

Z1 

3-10. The duty of the chaplain of each house is to open 

each day•s session with a prayer. 
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3-11. A legislative aide is a person who has registered 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been issued a distinctive identification form such as a 

naSDe tag. Such identification .ay be issued only ~pon 

5 receiving written verification from a aember that the person 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

involved is serving him as an aide. A person may not 

represent hi~self to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. The sergeants-at-arms and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. Legislative aides must be of legal 

age unless otherwise approved by the presiding officer. 

No member may desi9nate •ore than one aide without the 

approval of the rules committee of the house involved. 

Qualifications for legislative interns are specified in 

Title 5 9 chapter b 9 MCA. 

3-lZ. An employee• 

intern of either house 

legislative aidew 

is prohibited 

or 

from 

1 egi sl ati ve 

lobbying as 

defined in Section 5-7-102(1)• MCA. However. such person may 

testify before a committee of either house on the request of 

the committee. Any person violating this rule shall be 

20 discharged. 

21 

2Z 

23 

3-13. oisput~s or complaints involving the competency 

or decorum of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the committee on legislative administration of the house by 

-10-
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which the employee is employed• Th~ committee, in its 

discretion~ may dismiss. suspend, or retain the employee. 

The committee on 

periodically review 

legislative administration 

the roster of eioployees and 

Sh3ll 

shall 

5 dismiss surplus employees. 

6 

1 

3-14· The offices 

serve both the Senate 

of the legislative Council shall 

and House of Representatives as 

8 required. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

The Counci 1 staff shall prepare payrolls for 

certification and signature by the presiding officer and 

prepare a monthly financial report and distribute the report 

to legislative leaders in each house and to member~ of the 

13 Senate coamittee on finance and cldims and House committee 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on appropriations. 

3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipment and 

supplies Made during the legislative session shall be made 

on the approval of the comaittee on legislative 

adainistration of each house• subject to the review of th~ 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase orQers 

20 shall be issued by legislative council staff and accounting 

21 

22 

23 

records kept in that office. 

,£ 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Business 
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9 
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12 
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4-1. After prayerw roll call., dOd report on the 

jo•nnalw __ the order of business of the Senate and House of 

Representatives is as follows: 

(1) communications and petitions 

(2) Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of select co1nmittees 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Motions 

(7) First reading and commitment of bills 

(8) Second reading uf bills cco.-itt~e of the Whole) 

(9) lhird reading of bi11s and consent calendar bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

(12} AnnounceBent of coMmittee meetings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to Teces5y the house involved sha11 revert to 

Order of Business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 
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15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

CHAPTER 5 

Motions 

LC 0155/01 

5-l. When a motion is made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer andw if requested by the presiding officer 

or a member~ shall be reduced to writing and read aloud. A 

motion may be withdrawn by the member making it at any time 

before it is a•ended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no motion may be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary motions, 

which have precedence in the order listed: 

I 11 to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the' house 

(3) to recess 

(4) question of privilege 

(51 to lay on the table 

(6) for the previous question 

(7, to postpone to a certain day 

(6) to refer or commit 

I 9) to amend 

-13-
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(10) to postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority 

roll call vote of all members present and voting. When a 

bill or resolution is postponed Indefinitely• it is finally 

rejected and aay not be acted upon again during the biennium 

except upon a motion of reconsideration •ade pursuant to 

Rule 5-4. 

5-3. No ~otion or proposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be ad•itted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

5-4. Any member may, on the day the vote was taken or 

12 on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

in session, move to reconsider the question. A motion to 

reconsider may not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unanimous consent of the house concerned• 

and thereafter any me•ber may call it up for consideration; 

however, a motion to reconsider made after the 54th day of 

~he session shall be disposed of when made. A motion to 

recall a bill from the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a motion to reconsider. 

21 A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the other 

22 

23 

24 

house may be made only under Order of Business No. 6 and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjourn. 
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5-5. When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table, 

a two-thirds majority is required to take it from the tabl~. 

When a motion to reconsider fails, the question is finally 

and conclusively settled. 

5-6. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this 

rule, the effect of moving the previous question. if 

adopted, is to close debate imMediately, to prevent the 

moving of amendments or other subsidiary motions, and to 

bring to vote promptly the immediately pending main question 

and the adhering subsidiary .otions, whether on appeal or 

otherwise. 

(2) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate, the 

question •ay be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

~i.e to be given to the proponen~s and one-half to the 

opponents. 

5-T. A call of the house is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

20 present. 

21 5-B. The following motions are not debatable: 

22 ( 1) to adjourn 
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(l) for a call of the house 

( 3) to recess 

(4) for parliamentary inquiry 

(5) for suspension of the rules 

(6) to lay on the table 

(7) for the previous question 

(8) to limit. extend the limits of, or to close debat~ 

(9) to amend an undebatable motion 

{10) to divide a question 

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole 

(12) to take from the table 

(13) a decision of the presiding officer. unless 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

(14) all incidental motionsy such as motions relating 

16 to voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

17 

18 

5-9• A •e•ber may move to divide a question if it 

includes two or more propositions so distinct in substance 
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1 that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 

2 remain. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

5-lo. No more than one aaendMent and no more than one 

subs~itute motion may be made to a •otion. This rule permits 

the main motion and two •odlfying MOtions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

A. Form gf BjJ]s -- Ogfiojtion gf Besolytjoos -- Ggneral 

9 proyjsioos 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

6-l. The only types of instruments other than bills 

which may be introduced in either house of the legislature 

are as follows: 

(l) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed 

by one house only and bears the heading •House Resolution" 

or •Senate Resolution•. It may be used only to adopt or 

amend the rules of one house or to provide for the internal 

affairs of the house adopting it• It does not require three 

r@adings or a roll call vote. A me•ber offering a simple 

resolution ~ay read it in his place before introduction. 

When a simple resolution has been introduced. it shall be 

referred to a committee. Final action shall be taken on the 

Committee of the Whole report. The transmittal of copies of 

simple resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk 
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or secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every simple resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

(2• A jolnt resolution must be adopted by both houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may be used to: 

{a) express desire 9 opinion. sympathy• or request of 

the legislature; 

(b) request an interi• study 

subcommittee; 

by 

(c) .adopt or amend the joint rules; 

a legisla.tive 

(d) set salaries and other terms of employment for 

Legislative employees' 

(e) approve construction of a state building under 

section 18-2-102 or 20-25-302 9 MCA; 

(f) deal with disasters and emergencies under Title 

10 9 specifically as provided in sections 10-3-3J2(3), 

10-3-303(3) 9 10-3-303(41• and 10-3-505(5)• MCA; 

(g) submit a negotiated settle~tent under section 

39-31-305(3)• MCA; 
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Ch) declare or terminate an energy emerg~ncy under 

section 90-~-310, HCA; 

(i) ratify or propose amendments to the United States 

Constitution; or 

(jt direct changes to, ~ep~al. or direct adoption of a 

rule in the Montana Adainistrative Code. 

Except as otherwise provided in these rule~ or the 

constitution of the State of Montana, a joint resolution Js 

treated in all respects as a bill. 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

6-2. All bill drafting requests shall require a 

legislative sponsor. Bills shall be typewritten on paper 

with numbered lines and shall be introduced in 

quadruplicate. 

page (except 

Bills shall be nu•bered at the foot of each 

page 1) and shall have white covers of a 

substantial material. In sections amending existing 

statutes, matter to be stricken out shall be indicated with 

a line through the words or part to be deleted, and new 

•atter shall be underlined. Secttons of the Montana Code 

Annotated repealed or amended in a bill shall be stated tn 

the title• except for general appropriation bills and bills 

-19-
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for the codification and general revision ot the laws. 

Introduced bills will be reproduced on white poper ond 

3 distributed to legislators. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

6-3. No bill, except general appropriation bills and 

bills for the codification and genera1 r~vision of the laws, 

shall contain more than one subject, which shall be c.lea..-Jy 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of evBry law 

shall be as follows: •se it enacted by the 1egis1ature of 

the state of Montana•. 

A bi11 shall be 

Constitution of the 

used to propose amendments to th€ 

State of Montana and shall not ve 

subject to the veto of the governor tHontana Constitution~ 

Art. VI, Sec. 10(1))• 

6-4. Al1 appropriation bills shall originate in the 

House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills shall embrace 

but appropriations for the ordinary expenses 

legislative. executive• and judicial branches of 

nothing 

of the 

state 

government. interest on public debt~ and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills. 

each embracing but one subject (Montana Constitution, Art. 

y, Sec. 11(4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

23 legislature shall be introduced by the chairman of the Hou~e 
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1 co~ittee on appropriations. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

6-5. Every statute, unless a dif~erent tim~ is 

prescribed the~ein• takes effect on October 1 following its 

passage and approval, except one that provides for 

appropriation by the legislature of public funds for a 

public purpose. which takes effect on July 1 following its 

passage and approval unless a different time is prescribed 

therein. Every joint resolution. unless a different time is 

prescribed therein, takes effect on its passage (Sections 

1-2-201 and 1-2-202• HCA)o 

B. lnt[oductigo -- Bill Limit 

6-6. (1) A legislator 11ay not. request 111ore than five 

bills from the Legislative Council nor may a legislator 

introduce more than five bills. This limit does not apply 

to: 

(a) bills requested prior to the convening date of 

each session; 

(b) interi• committee bills; 

(c) state agency bills; 

(d) code co•missioner bills; 

(e) resolutions; 
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(f) standing committee bills; 

(g) appropriation bills; or 

(h) revenue bills. 

{Z) Bill-s ·and joint resolutions will be checked by the 

staff of the legislative Council prior to introduction for 

proper format. style• and legal form. Bills will be entered 

on the auto.ated bill drafting equipment. typed• and 

delivered in quadruplicate to the requesting legislator. A 

stamp shall be·affixed to the original bill cover and signed 

to indicate Council review. If such stamp is not affixed• 

the bill may not be introduced. 

(3) During a session a bill may be introduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member and presenting it to 

the chief clerk of the House of Representatives or sec~etary 

of the Senate in quadruplicate. Bills or joint resolutions 

•ay be sponsored jointly by Senate and House Members. A 

17 jointly sponsored bill shall be introduced in the house in 

16 

19 

20 

21 

Z2 

23 

which the legislator whose na•e appears first on the bill is 

a member. The chief joint sponsor•s name shall appear 

immediately to the right of the first sponsor's name. 

Bills, joint resolutions, and simple resolutions shall oe 

numbered consecutively in each session of the legislature in 

separate series in the order of their receipt. 
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(4) Any bill proposed by a legislative committee or 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or depart~nt shall be so indic~ted following the 

names of the sponsors, •sy Request of the •••••••••• (Name 

5 of agency or committee)•. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

(5) Sills 11ay be pJ"efiled, numbered, and preprinted 

prior to a legislative session by the staff of the 

legislative Council. Actual signatu~es may appear on the 

face of the prefiled bill, or signatures may be obtained on 

a consent form fro• the Legislative council and the 

sponsor•s name typed on the bill. Additional sponsors may be 

added on •otion of the chief sponsor at any time prior ~o a 

standing comaittee report on the bill. These names will be 

forwarded to the Legislative Council to be included on the 

15 face of the bill following standing committee approvdl. 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

zz 

All prefiled bills will be made available to the 

publ iC• 

(6) Before introduction a joint resolution desc~ibed 

in Joint Rule 6-l(2)(a) •ust be approved by the joint rules 

committee and each simple resolution mu~t be approved by the 

rules committee of the house introducinq it. A stamp 

indicating such approval shall be affixed to the cover of 

23 the resolution befo~e presentation to the chief clerk of the 
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House or secretary of the Senate. 

6-T. The following schedule 

submission of drafting requests and 

and resolutions. 

9 General Bills and Resolutions 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Revenue Bills 

Committee Bills and Resolutions 

Commi~tee Revenue Bills 

Appropriation Bills 
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•ust be followed for 

introduction of bills 

Request 

Oeadl;ne 

5:00 P.M. 

Int. ... oduction 

Oeddl; ne 

5:00 P.M. 

_ _.L_,e.....,gULU.i~ 

10 14 

(or 2 legislativ~ 

days after delivery 

if del Ivery is 

after 14th day) 

17 21 

36 40 

62 66 

No deadline No deadline 
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22 

' 

InteriM Study Resolutions 

Joint Resolutions Concerning 

Ad•inistrative Rules 

u: 0155/01 

No deadline No deadline 

No deadline No deadline 

6-8. No bill •ay be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to accomplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute trnal 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 

must consent to the introduction of a committee bill. 

c. First Reading and Referral 

6-10• No motion affecting a bill is in order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6(5). 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill• the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a summary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a summary of its title 

and by its history in the second house, together with a 
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notation of the co••ittee to which it has been assigned, and 

such posting shall constitute the first reading of the bill. 

6-11. No bill shall be considered or beco•e a law 

unless referred to a co•mittee and returned therefrom• 

6-12. Upon introduction or reception of a bill, it 

shall be referred to a coa.ittee by the presiding officer. 

6-13. A bill aay be rereferred at any time before its 

passage. 

o. Acendnots and Sub&tjtute Bills 

6-14. No law shall be revised or amended or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only, 

but so much thereof as is revised, aeended, or extended 

shall be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill• and no 

bill shall be so altered or aMended on its passage through 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

Constitution. Art. y, Sec. 11(1))• 

6-16. A committee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new matter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an amendment ~nd not as a new bill. 
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6-17. The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 

a committee is to propose amendments to strike out all of 

the bill following the enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bi11 9 recommending also any necessary changes in the 

title• If a co••ittee report recommending a substitute fof a 

bill originating in the other house is adopted• the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-18. A~ndments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended. by the house in· which the bi 11 

originated, but must either be accepted or rejected. If the 

amendaents are rejected• a conference committee may be 

requested by the house in which the bill originated. If the 

a~ndments are accepted and the bill is of a type requiring 

•ore than a majority vote for passage, the bill shall again 

be placed on third reading in the house of origin. The vote 

on third reading af~er concurrence in amendments is the vote 

of the house of origin that •ust be used to deter•ine if the 

required number o~ votes has been cast. 

6-19. If a majority of a house adopts a recommenddtion 

for the passage of a bill originating in that house after it 

has been returned fro• a committee with amendments, the bill 

22 shall be printed on yellow paper with all amendments 

23 

Z't 

incorporated into the prin~ed copies. If the bill has been 

returned from a commi~tee without a•end•entst only the first 
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sheet shall be printed on yellow paper, and the r~maind~r of 

the text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill. Bills referred to the bills 

committee of the house of origin for printing must be 

5 reported within three days unless further time is granted by 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2't 

that house. 

E. Engrossing and Enrglliog 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

Committee of the Whole of the house of origin and the report 

.has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed unoer the 

direction of the bills coamittee, and when reported 

correctly engrossed by the committee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Committee of the Whole amend•ents shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill is unamended by the Coamittee of the Whole and 

contains no clerical errors. it may be engrossed without 

~etyping, and only the first sheet shall be printed on blue 

paper with the reaainder of the text incorporated by 

re~erence to the preceding printed version of the entire 

bill. 

If a bill is amended by the standing comaittee or 

Committee of the Whole in the second house, the amendments 
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will be included in a reference- bill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The amend•ents 

will also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 

lf the bill passes on third reading, copies of the reference 

bill and second house a•endaen~s will be distributed in the 

original house. 

6-21. When a bill has passed both houses it shall be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills coaaittee of the 

house of origin. An original and two duplicate typewritten 

copies of the bill shall be enrolled, free from all 

corrections and errors, with a margin of two inches at the 

12 top and one inch on each side. In sections amending existing 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

statutes, new matter shall be underlined and •atter stricken 

with a line through it shall be omitted. The original and 

two copies of the bill shall be red lined. The history of 

the bill shall also be enrolled and placed with the bill in 

a white manuscript cover• upon which is written the number 

of the bill and the title. The legislative Council staff 

shall file a copy of the history with the law library. 

When the enrolling has been completed, the bill shall 

be examined by the sponsor and the bills com~ittee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 
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The presiding officer shall sign the original and two copies 

of each bill delivered to him not later than the next 

legislative day after 

enrolled, unless the 

it has been reported 

bill is delivered on 

correctly 

tile last 

legislative day, in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be announced by the presiding 

officer and entered upon the journal no later than the next 

legislative day. At any time after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the signing, if a member 

signifies his desire to examine the bill, he shall be 

permitted to do so- The bill shall then be transmitted to 

the other house where the same procedure shall be followed. 

A bill that has passed both houses of the legislature 

by the 90th day may be enrolled; clerically corrected by the 

presiding officers, if necessary; signed by the presiding 

offic~rs; und delivered to the governor not later than 5 

days after the 90th legislative day. All journal entries 

authorized under this rule will b~ entered on the journal 

for the 90th day. 

The original and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each hou~e shall be presented by the bills 

committee to the governor. The bills committee shall take <J 

23 receipt from the governor and shall report to the house the 

24 day and hour of such presentation. which shall be entered in 
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the journal. The original sho311 be filed with the 

of state. Signed copies with chapter numbers 

pursuant to S~ction 5-ll-204t KCAt shall be filed 
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s~cretary 

;:JSSigned 

with the 

clerk of the supreme court and the Legislative Council. 

E. Second Rgadiog tommjttee of the Whole 

6-22. All bills, except consent calendar bills, whi~h 

have been reported by a comaitteet accepted by the house 

concerned, and printed shall be posted on the calendar for 

consideration by Coamlttee of the Whole. The secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House shall record the time 

each bill is received and the time the bill is placed on 

12 meRbers• desks. Until the 50th legislative day 9 one day .ust 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

elapse between the time a comMittee approved bill is placed 

on the members• desks and consideration by Com•ittee of the 

Whole. Bills shall be arran9ed on the calendar in numeric~] 

order unless they are companion bills or are otherwise 

ordered by the house or Com~ittee of the Wnole of the house 

concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered in Committee of the Whole 

shall be read by a su .. ary of its title and considered 

21 section by section. 

zz 
23 

All Committee of the Whole aMendMents shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the amendment 
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is voted on. The amendment form will include the date und 

time of the amendment. Each rejected proposed amendment 

shall be identified and kept in the office of the chief 

clerk of the House or secretary of the Senat~. Upon 

adjournment, the text of such ~•endments shall be delivered 

to the state archives. 

6-24. Prior to adoption of a Committee of the ~hole 

repLrt. a member may move to s@gregate a bill. If the motion 

prevails 9 the bill remains on second reading. 

6-25. When a Co•mi~~ee of the Whole report on a bill is 

rejected• the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house may resolve itself into a Committ~e 

of the Whole by approval of a motion for that purpose. So 

far as may be applicable, the rules governing each house 

shall be observed vhen that house resolves itself into a 

Co•mittee of the Whole, except as follows: 

(1) The only aotions in order are to: 

(a) amend; 

(b) recommend passage or nonpassage; 

(cJ recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 
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(e) pass consideration; 

(f) rise; 

(g) rise and reporti or 

(h) rise and report progress and ask 1 eave to sit 

again. 

(Z) The committee •ay not appoint subcommittees. 

(3) The cow.ittee .ay not punish its •eabers for 

misconduct. but may report disorder to the house concerned. 

(4) Unless otherwi5e prescribed by either house before 

going into Committee of the Whole9 a member may speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each time as is 

ll allowed ;n debate in the particular house. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

6-21. After a Co••ittee of the Whole has been formed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

Upon resuming the chair, the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairman of the committee and the house 

17 shall take action on the report. 

18 

19 

20 

G. Thj rd Read jog -- Consent Calendar Goyeruor• s Veto 

6-ls. No bill shall become a law except by vote of a 

majority of all the members present and voting in each 
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1 house. on final passage the vote shall be taken by aye~ and 

2 noes, and the naMes of those voting entered on the journal 

3 

... 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(Montana Constitution. Art. V9 Sec. 11(1) and (Z)t• 

to 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an amendment 

the Montana Constitution where the mathe~atical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

though it had received the maj-ority vote. 

6-29. Except for consent calendar bills. every bill 

shall be read three ti•es prior to passage, either by title 

or by summary of title as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 

second prior to debate in Committee of the Whole; and the 

third• which shall be by complete title, prior to final 

passage. No bill shall receive more than one reading on the 

same day except on the last legislative day. No amendment 

may be offered on the third readin9• 

6-30. [l) Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

bills proposing amendments to the Montana Constitution, 

20 bills ratifying proposed amendments to the United ~tates 

21 Constitution. resolutions• and referendum measures of the 

22 leqislature, shall be submitted to the governor for his 

23 

24 

signature• If he does not sign or veto the bill within 5 

days after its delivery to him if the legislatyre is in 
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session or within 25 days if the legislature is adjourned, 

it shall become law. The governor shall return a vetoed bill 

to the legislature with a statement of his reasons ther~for. 

I 2) The governor 01ay return any bill to the 

5 legislature with his recommendation for amendment. If th~ 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

legislature passes the bill in accordance with the 

governor•s recommendation, it shall again return the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3J If after receipt of a veto ~ssage, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the bill, it shall 

beco•e law. 

(4) If the legislature is not in session when the 

1~ governor vetoes a bill• he shall return the bill with his 

15 reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

legislature may be polled on a bill approved by two-thirds 

of the members present or reconvened to reconsider any bill 

so vetoed. (Montana Constitution, Art. VI 9 Sec. 10.) 

(5) The governor may veto ite•s in appropriation 

bills, and in such instances the procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution. Art. 

VI, Sec. 10). 

I' 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 
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officer shall read the message. After the readiny a member 

may move that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the motion shall be determined by roll call. lf 

two-thirds of the me~bers present vote "aye~y the veto is 

5 overridden. I~ two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

6 •ayeM, the veto is sustained. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

hou~·q with his recoa~mendati ons for amendrRent 9 such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is 

then subject to the following procedures: 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to the second 

house, for consideration under its rules relating to 

amendments in Committee of the Whole, the bill and the 

originating house•s approval or disapproval of the 

16 governor•s recommendations. 

17 

18 

(b) If both houses approve the governor•s 

recommendations, the bill shall be returned to the governor 

1q for his reconsideration. 

20 

21 

zz 

23 

(c) If both houses disapprove the governor's 

recommendations. the bill shall be returned to the 90vernor 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house 

-36-
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recom.endations and the other house approves, then either 

house •av request a conference co .. ittee which •ay be a free 

conference committee. 

IiI If both houses adopt' a conference co .. ittee 

report, the bill in accordance with the report shall be 

6 returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

(ii) If a conference co .. ittee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses. the 

governor's recommendations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor tor further 

consideration. 

12 Ha__Trans•jttal of Bills-- Rvyenye and Apprqprjatioo Bills 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

6-33. Each house shall transmit to the other with any 

bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senate, the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

18 transmitted to the House of Representatives, the chief clerk 

1~ 

zo 

2l 

22 

23 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

&-3~. No bill, except for appropriation bills, revenue 

bills, and amendments considered by joint committee• need be 

acted upon (save for reference to a committee by the 

-37-
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presiding office~) If transmitted from one house to the 

other after the 45th legislative day. but shall be held 

pending in the house to which Jt is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the •e•bers present and voting deter•ine that 

the bill shall be acted upon. Amendmentsw except to 

appropriation bills and revenue bills, shall likewise be 

7 deferred for consideration if transmitted after the 70th 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

1 eqi sl a"t i ve day. 

A revenue bill is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collec-tions. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

from the original house on or before the 70th day unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting in the 

receiving house determine that the bill may be transmitted 

after the 70th day. 

Interim study resolu~lons and joint resolutions 

concerning ad•inistrative rules may be transmitted at any 

18 time during a session. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall dS 

soon as possible transmit it to the other house with notice 

of its action. 

L.._Ejscal Note$ 
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6-36. All bills reported out of a committee of the 

legislature having an effect on the revenues, expenditu~es, 

or fiscal liability of the state, except Qppropriation 

measures carrying specific dollar amounts, shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either house, who shall 

10 determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

based on the legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill. is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six days, unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or comaittee •aking the request based upon 

a written statement from the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

bud9et director to the presiding officer who requested It, 

who shall refer it to the coamittee considering the bill• 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the members• 

23 desks. 
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1 Fiscal notes shall, where possible• show in dollar 

2 amounts the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or 
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expenditures, costs which may be absorbed without addition,Jl 

funds, and long-range financial implications. No co•ment or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

however, technical or Mechanical defects may be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

a..endment by: 

(1} a co.mittee considering the bill, or 

(2) a Majority of the members of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the ti•e of second reaoin9• 

0~ 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall •ake available on request to 

any member of the legislature a11 background informotion 

used in developing a fiscal note (Title 5 9 chapter 4. part 

2, HCA)• 

each 

CHAPTER 7 

CotDMittees 

7-1. The co .. ittee on 

house shall consider 

legislative administration 

all matters concerned 

of 

with 

22 seating, mileage and expenses• legislative esployees, the 
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control of the legislative property, and_the budgeting for 

and expenditure of appropriations for the operation of the 

legislature. in cooperation with the legislative Council 

staff. 

7-2. A standing committee shall submit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills Or Matters referred to it within 

seven days after reference unless, at the requelt of the 

coamittee and for good cause shown, further time is grvnted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If the aembers of a committee cannot agree on a 

report, the majority and minority of the co .. ittee· present 

at a coMmittee meetin-g may subMit separ-ate reports. Only one 

minority report •ay be submitted. Such reports shall be 

entered at lenyth on the journal~ unless otherwise ordered 

by the house concerned. 

7-4. All COIAIAi tteeS and subcoMMittees shall keep 

minutes of their JAeetings and• at the close of the session~ 

shall make an original and two complete copies and shall 

turn the original of the minutes over to the chief clerk of 

the House or secretary of the Senate for delivery to the 

historical society. The Legislative council and the ldw 

library shall each be given one copy of the minutes. 

7-5. The committee on bills and journaly the rules 
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coMMitteew and conference co .. ittees •ay report at any ti.e 9 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 

taken. Reports from the bills and journal co.-ittee shall 

stand approved without for•al action. 

7-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public •oney may first be considered by a joint co.mi~tee 

composed of the members of ~he Senate comsittee on finance 

and clai•s and the House comMittee on app~opriations~ and 

then by each separately. Meetings of the joint committee 

shall be held upon call of the chalr•an of the House 

11 com.ittee on appropriations who shall be chair•an of the 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

joint comsittee. 

1-1. The chairman of each committee has general control 

and direction of the hall and committee room of the 

committee over which he presides, subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule 7-6, the chairman of the Senate committee shall 

be chairman of all joint committees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate and the House of Representatives cannot 

agree, the other house shall appoint a commit~ee consisting 

of the same number of members. The tiJRe and pldce of all 

conference committee meetings shall be ugreed upon by their 
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chairman and be announced from the rostrum. This 

announcement Is in order at any time. Failure to make this 

announcement shall not affect the validity of the 

legislation. The conference coMmittees, having conferred, 

shall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. A conference coMmittee shall confine itself to 

the disputed amendment. 

If either house requests a free conference committee 

and the other house concurs, appointments Nill be made the 

same as above. A free conference co••ittee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confined to a particular 

12 a.endment:. 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

7-9. In joint 

committees, members 

committees other 

vote individually 

than conference 

and not by houses. 

Because conference coe•ittees are joint meetings of separate 

co .. ittees, in conference co .. ittees the commi~tees from 

each house vote separately• and a •ajority of each committee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

7-10. Conference coamittee reports must give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 

21 bill version. 

Z2 

23 

When a conference committee report is filed with the 

secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

-43--
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Representatives. the same shall be read under order of 

Business No. 3 9 select committees• and placed on the 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommended 

favorably by the CoMmittee of the -..hole• it may tHO! 

considered on third r-eading the same legislative ddY• -.Jn 

the final legislative day a conference committee r~port 

~hall be placed on the calendar for- immediate consi~erdtion 

8 on second reading and shall be furthe~ consider-ed on third 

9 

10 

11 

ll 

reading the same legislative day. If a conference cosrunittee 

l"eport is adopted on third reading and the bill is of a ty!Je 

.l"equir-ing more than a majority vote for passage, the 0ill 

shall again be placed on thir-d reading in each house. This 

13 third reading vote •us~ be used to determine if the required 

l't 

15 

1b 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2't 

number of votes has been cast. 

1-11. Accredited press representatives may not be 

excluded fro• any public legislative •eeting or hear-ing and 

•aY not be prohibited ~rom taking photographs, televisiny• 

or recording the co••ittee or house hearings, subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all •atters of 

decorum and o~der. 

1-12. A co .. ittee block scheduling system wi11 be 

imple~nted in the Senate and House of Representatives. The 

schedule will be coordinated between houses and will ue 

adjusted according to the legislature•s work load. 
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Rules and JouTnal 
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8-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings 

and •ay9 in its discretion, fro• ti•e to time, publish the 

sa•e 9 and the ayes and noes on any question shallw at the 

request of any two members 9 be entered on the journal. 

8-Z. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

(1) the number of each bill when it is introduced and 

subsequently considered; 

(2} every .otion and the name of the •ember making it; 

(3) proposed constitutional amendments which have been 

voted for by two-thirds of the •embers (Montana 

constitution9 Art. XIY 9 Sec. 8); 

(4) c~ittee repo~ts; 

(S) roll call votes; 

(6) messages froAI the governor and the other houSei 

(1) an entry of the oath taken by the membe~s (Sec. 

5-2-214, KCA) • 

The title of each bill shall be printed in the index of 

~5-
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the permanent journals. 

8-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

shall supply the Legislative council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be progra••ed on auto•ated equipment, 

examine its journal, distribute a daily journal to all 

legislators, correct any e~rors. and report each legislative 

day iMmediately after roll call. 

8-4. The jou~nal of the Senate must be authenticated by 

9 the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

of Representatives, by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the completed journals shall be made by the 

Legislative Council (Sec. 5-11-201 through 5-11-203, HCA). 

8-5. (1) A joint rule may be repealed or a•ended only 

with the concurrence of both housest unde~ the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amendment of its own 

16 rules. 

17 

18 

19 

{2) A joint rule governing the procedure fo~ handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as tt 

20 applies to the house suspending it. 

21 

22 

23 

{3) Any rules cownuittee report recommending a chan.3e 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new rule or any change in the rules 
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z informational purposes. 
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8-6. Mason•s Manual of legislative P~ocedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representdtives 

fn all cases not covered by these rules. 

8-7. The Legislative council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the Senate. the rules of the 

House of Representatives, and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representative·s. Upon adoption. the secr-etary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the legislative 

Council with one copy of all motions or resolutions amending 

Senate• House, OT joint rules, and with copies of all 

•inutes and reports of the rules committees. After the rules 

have been published. the Legislative Council shall 

distribute copies as directed by the Senate and Hou~e of 

Representatives. 

8-8· Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

5-11-211 through 5-11-21~• HCA, the following tee schedule 

is established for the legislative proceedings: 

One co•plete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session9 l250; an additional Sl50 is required for mailing. 

I 

One complete set of the proceedings of any special 

-47-
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session, S.25. 

Single copies of bills, resolutions. amendments. status 

sheets, or other docu•ents may be purchased according to th~ 

length of the document as follows: 

1-5 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .zs 

6-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .so 

16-40 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••sl.OO 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~l.SO 

101-200 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$2.00 

Over 200 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S4.00 

Copies of enacted bills••••••••••••••••••••••••cost of 

re.product l on. 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 

9-1. Except as p~ovided in Joint Rule 9-2, every member 

present when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a member excuses hiM. 

9-2. A Meaber who has a personal or private interest in 

any measure or bill proposed or pending before the 

20 legislature shall disclose tne fact to the house of which he 
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is a me11ber. 

9-3. Amendments to the constitution •ay be proposed by 

any membe~ of the legislature. If adopted by an affirmative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the members of the 

legislature, the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV• Sec. 8). 

9-4. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a majority 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

~easure short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two members, if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the members shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting syst~m 

is used. A member may not vote or change his vote after the 

decision is announced from the chair. A member may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced from 

the chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question shall be stated 

20 as follows: "Senate (or Housel bill number ••••• haviny oeen 

21 read three several times, the question is• shall the bill 

22 pass (or be concurred in).• 
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(2} If an electrical voting system is used• the bell 

shall be rung after the question is stated and then the 

presiding officer 

those opposed vote 

shall state •Those in favot vote yes and 

no.• After a reasonable pause the 

presiding officer asks "Has every member voted?• (reasonable 

pause) •noes any member wish to change his or her vote?" 

(reasonable pause) "The clerk (secretary) will now record 

the vote.• 

9-B. Two members may pair on a measure tha~ will be 

determined by a majority vote. On a measure requiring a 

two-thirds vote for adoption three ~embers may pair, with 

two members for the measure and one member against. Pairing 

is permitted only when one of the paired members is excused 

14 when the vote is taken. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

9-9. An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and signed by the members agreeing to be bound, and must 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

is ~iled with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

the House of Representatives, it shall bind the members 

20 signing until the expiration of time for which it was 

21 signa~, unless the paired members sooner appear and ask that 

22 the agreement be cancelled. 

23 

24 

9-10. Every vote of each member of the legislature on 

each substantive question in the legislature, in any 
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committee, o~ in Committee of the Whole shall be recorded 

and made public. on final passage of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes dnd the 

names entered on the journal. Roll call votes shall be 

taken by ayes and noes and the names entered on the journal 

on adopting an adverse com.ittee report and on those motions 

Ndde in Coamittee of the Whole referred to in Joint Rule 

6-26(l)(a} through (dl• A <oll call vote shall be taken on 

nonsubstantive questions on the request of two mellberst who 

•ay likewise on any vote~ request that the ayes and noes be 

spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and other votes 

which are to be made public but are not specifically 

required to 

the minutes 

be spread upon the jou~nal 5hall be entered in 

of the app~opriate coMmittee or of the 

app.-opriate 

with the 

house and a copy of such •inutes shall be filed 

Montana st.ate historical 

tonst.itution, Art. v, Sec. ll(Z))• 

CHAPTER 10 

Consent Calendar 

society (Montana 

lG-1. Noncontroversial bills and simple and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calendar may be 

processed by a standing committee according to the following 

provisions: 

(1) To be eligible for the consent calendar. the 
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legislation must receive unanimous votP. by the members of 

the st~nding committee in attendance {do pass~ do pass as 

amended). In addition a motion must be made and passed 

unanimously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the committee .-eport. No 

appropriation or revenue bills may be reco•mended for the 

consent calenda.-. 

(2) The legislation is then sent to printing to Je 

prepared as a third reading version and specifically marked 

as a •consent calendar• itea. 

(3) Legislation shall be imtnediately posted (as soon 

as it is received from printing) on the consent calendar Qnd 

IJust remain there for one legislative day before 

consideration under Orde.- of Business No. 11~ Special u.-ders 

of the Day. At that timew the presiding oTficer wi11 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

•reasonable time• for questions and answers upon .-equest. No 

debate will be allowed. 

(4) Any three meabers may submit ~ritten objections 

and the legislation •ust then be removed from the consent 

calendar and added to the regular second reading board. 

(5) consent calendar legislation will be voted on 

following third reading. 

-52-
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(6) Legislation an the consent calendar will be voted 

on individually with the roll call vote printed in the 

3 journal as the ~inal vote on those bills and resolutions. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(7) legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

then be transMitted to the second house. 

CHAPTER 11 

Statement of Legislative Intent 

11-1. Definition. For the purpose of compliance with 

the legislative History Act (Title 5w chapter 4w part 4, 

KCA)• a statement of legislative intent regarding a bill 

will express the common understanding of those component~ of 

the legislature voting on the bill. This state.ent differs 

fro~ a purpose clause, which is used in general to describe 

the broad overall objectives of a bill, while a statement of 

intent is used to guide the details of interpretation by 

those charged with implementation o£ the bill and is phrased 

in terms of contingencies. examples, or other matter 

inappropriate for expression as statutory language. 

11-2. Limitation. A statel'lent of intent may not 

20 accompany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

21 

22 

23 

unless a committee (standing committee, committee of the 

whole or conference committee, agrees by a two-thirds vote 

to attach the statement. 
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11-3. State•ent of in~ent to accoapany bill --when-

how. A statement shall accompany a bill as follows: 

(1) Statements of intent are required for bills 

delegating rule.aklng or licensing authority. The statement 

shall be entered on ALTER• printed on paper of the same 

co1or and in the same •anner as the bill• and shdll be 

attached to the bill. The statement shall be p~inted on 

paper of the same color as the bill and attached to the bill 

on all subsequent printings of the bill. 

(2) Th~ standing co~mittee of the house in which the 

bill or-i9inates is responsible for authoring a statement of 

intent for a bill requirin~ one. 

11-4. Modification. Any committee subsequently 

considering the bill may amend a pTeYious stateMent. The 

statement of intent will be reflected in the history of the 

bi 11. 

11-5. Conference committee on intent only. •hen the 

18 second house concurs in a bill without amendments but amends 

19 or supersedes a previous statement of intent, the bill may 

20 not be en~olled until both houses have agreed on a statement 

21 

22 

23 

of intent. If the statement is attached to a bill that does 

not stdtutorily require one, the conference committee can 

delete the statement in its entirety. 
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1 A new state~nt of intent written by the secono house 

2 will be processed in the same manner as a second house 

3 amendment. 

4 A regular conference committee may be appointed solely 

5 to resolve differences of intent if the second house•s 

6 state.ent of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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1 SENATE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. _1_ 

Z INTRODUCED BY HAZE~LBAKE~~~R~-------------------------------

3 

~ A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

5 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

6 TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

7 

8 NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

9 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

10 That the following joint rules are adopted: 

11 CHAPTER 1 

12 Presidin9 Officer - Decorum, 

13 Order and Debate 

1~ 1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

15 president. and the presiding officer of the House of 

16 Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

17 each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

18 the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

19 After call to order. prayer by the chaplain, and roll call, 

20 a report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

21 shall be given in the presence of a quorum~ and each house 

22 shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

23 1-2. The presiding officer, or any member acting as 

24 presiding officer, of each house shall preserve order and There are no changes in ~:(If I , and due to length will not 
be rerun. Please refer to yellow copy for complete text. 

---



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
January 20, 1983 

Rules Committee amendments to Senate Joint Resolution 1, 3rd Reading 
Copy, as follows: 

(1) Page 17, line 16 
Following: "house" 

(2) 

Insert: ", to make recommendations concerning the districting 
and apportionment plan as provided by Article V, Section 
14, subsection (3), of the Montana Constitution," 

Page 21, 
Insert: 

following line 1 
"The House shall transmit a balanced budget to the 

Senate, taking into account all appropriation measures 
tr~nsmitted bylthe House and all anticipated revenue 
from existing laws and from any House or Senate revenue 
measures transmitted or passed by the House as of the 
70th day." 

(3) Page 23, lines 18 through 23; and page 24, line 1 
Strike: subsection (6) in its entirety 

(4) Page 34, line 14 
Following: "third" 

(5) 

Strike: ",which shall be by complete title," 

Page 38, 
Insert: 

following line 10 
"Revenue bills originating in the Senate shall be 

transmitted to the House on or before the 35th day, 
unless two-thirds of the members present and voting 
in the House determine that the bill may be transmitted 
after the 35th day.'' 

(6) Page 38, line 11 
Following: "bills" 
Insert: "originating in the House" 

(7) Page 38, line 12 
Strike: "from the original house" 
Insert: "to the Senate" 

(8) Page 38, line 14 

( 9) 

Strike: "receiving house'' 
Insert: "Senate" 

Page 38, 
Insert: 

following line 15 
"A joint resolution shall be introduced in the House 

and transmitted to the Senate on or before the 65th 
legislative day to establish, for each year of the 
succeeding biennium, the amount of the state's anticipated 
revenue for the purpose of meeting the balanced budget 
requirement of Article VIII, Section 9, of the Montana 
Constitution. 

Continued next page 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
January 20 

AMENDMENT NUMBER (9) CONTINUED: 

Page 2 of 2 
SJR 1 

Neither house may increase the total appropriation 
transmitted beyond the amount contained in the joint 
resolution unless it first amends the joint resolution 
and, in accordance with the rules governing transmittal 
of revenue bills, transmits to the other house a measure 
to increase revenues sufficient to meet the increased 
appropriation." 

(10) Page 41, line 5 
Following: "7-2." 
Insert: "Upon request of any member of the house in which a 

bill is pending," 

Strike: "A" 
Insert: "a" 

(11) Page 41, line 6 
Following: "on" 
Strike: "all bills" 
Insert: "any bill" 

Following: "or" 
Strike: "matters" 
Insert: "rna tter" 

(12) Page 41, line 7 
Following: "after" 
Strike: "reference" 
Insert: "the request," 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 

INTRODUCED BY HAZELBAKER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

That the following joint rules- are adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Oecoru•• 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

president, and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative da1 at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sittin~. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplaint and roll call, 

a report on th~ journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the presence of a quorum. and each house 

shall proceed with the reguldr order of business. 

1-2. The presiding officer. or any member dCting dS 

24 presiding officer., ot each house shall preserve order and 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

S.JR 0001/04 

decoru•., and in case of distu~bance or disorderly 'onduct• 

may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of ea'h house has general 

control and direction of the hall., cha•ber., rooms. passages., 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assign•ent in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding officer. 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order., subject to an appeal by any member 

seconded by two other ee~ers. No •e•ber •ay speak ~re than 

11 once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

12 house of which he is a me•ber. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

IT 

16 

19 

20 

21 

1-5. When a Me~ber desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized., shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from some other place on the 

floor. When two or more members rise at the same time the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When a member has oeen called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presiding officer determines whether he 

22 is in order or not. If the memoer is called to order for 

23 words spoken in debote., tne language excepted to shall ue 
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tai<.en down in wr it:ing by the chief clerk or secretary_. 

1-7 •. Que.sti-ons of' privilege are.: first•- those a-ffect.ing 

the co1.1ec.ti¥e roight.s. .. safety.... dJg.nitv-·- and- intagrit.y- of tne 

pr·oc::eedinq,J. of: either ha.us:e; and se.cond,.- tno-$.8 af.'fecting the 

r lghts., reput.at ion. and ~nduct of· individual tDeatber s o.f 

either house In their capacity a~ .eMber~. A question of 

privilege affecting. eit:her house collectively takes 

precedence over a question o.f ;>rivilege affecting dn 

indiv-idual lltewtbe.r. 

1-8. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

12 pres ides. 

13 

1+ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

Zl 

Z2 

23 

l-9. (1) A co .. unication or paper shall ba addressed to 

the presiding officer and sh•ll bear the naae of the· person 

submitting it. When tha reading_ of a paper is called for and 

a me•ber objects, it shall be determinad by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

b i 11 s or to coDMUn i cations fro•- the governo.r or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation ~ay no~ 

be placed on the desks of the ••~ers or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has received per•ission from the presiding officer to 

-3- SJR 1 

z 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

SJR 0001/0+ 

distr.ibute it in tne house concerned. 

1'-10. wnen· the pn!Sidirtg o·f.f·lcer is- presid·ing, he shall 

vote as any- othe-r •ellbar and ear not vote a second t i me•, 

CHAI'TEII Z 

Meetings .. Qua-ruas, and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of •eeting of the Senate and House of 

Representatives may be as ordered by the Senate or House. 

z-z. Lobbying on the floor of the Senate or House of 

9 Representative~ is prohibited dur.ing the session and within 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1+ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

one hour prior to the co ... neeaent of a session and ~ithin 

one-half" hour a-fte-r rece-ss or adjournaent. 

2-3. The sessions of th• legislature and of the 

Co~ittee of the Whole,. all co .. ittee eeetings. and all 

hearings Shall be open to the public (Hontana Constitution• 

Art. Yt Sec. l0f3))• 

2-lt. Neither house shall.,, without the consent of- the 

other., adjourn or recess for JtOre than three day,s, nor to 

any ot-her plac-e- than" that in whi c.h the two houses shal J be 

&itting (Montana constit·ut·ion-. Art.- Y·t Sec. LO(S)t• 

Z-5. A .ajority of each house sha·J 1 const.i.tute a quoru• 

to do business,. but a s•aller nu.aber May adjourn ~roe da·y to 

day and co•pel the attendance of absent •e•bers,. in $UCh 

...,._ S.IR 1 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

q 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

S.IR 0001/04 

manner and under such penalties as each house may presc~ibe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10(2))• 

2-6. Unless he is excused, a meaber of the House or 

S@nate shall be present .at every sitting of the house of 

which he is a meMber. 

Z-7. (n the absence of a quorum, a •ajority of me•bers 

present in either house •ay compel the attendance of absent 

me•bers by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

members. 

Z-8. If a quorum is present, five ~embers of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate, and fifteen •e.Oers uf the 

House of Representatives •ay order a call of the House. 

2-9. On a call of either house, a me•ber who refuses to 

attend •ay be arrested by the sergeant-at-ar~s or any other 

person, as the •ajority of such •e•bers pre5ent shall 

16 direct. When the attendance of an absent ~ember is secured 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

after ~ call of either house. if the house of which he is a 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not be paid 

any expense pay~ents during his absence and is liable for 

the expenses incurred in procuring his attendance. 

2-la. During a call of either house 9 all bUsiness of 

that house shall be suspended. After a call ha:i oeen 

23 ordered. no motion is in order except a motion to adJO~rn or 
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remove the call .• Tne call may be re~toved by a two-thi rQs 

vote. 

2-11. If either house is In session u~on a given day• 

~hether or not the other house is in session, that day shall 

constitute a legislative day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legts\atiwe E•ployees 

3-1. The legislature shall prescribe the co•pensation 

of the employees of each house by joint resolution. Each 

house shall prescribe the duties of its officers and 

employees. and no pay•ent shall be made fro• the state 

treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such person9 

except to an acting officer or e•ployee elected or appointed 

in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The Legislative council shall be responsible for 

maintainin~ personnel files. 

~-3. The co.-ittee on legislative 

each house shall appoint a secretary 

special com•ittee un recommendation of 

administration of 

for a standing or 

the co~ami ttee 

chairman, subject to the approval of the respective house. A 

21. s~cretary for a standing or special coramittee is imMediately 

22 

n 

responsible to the committee chairman, but when not occupied 

with the duties of a comMittee, shall work under the 
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direction of the chief stenographe·r of each hous-e. The 

Legislative Council snall hire all engrossin9 and enrolling 

typists and proofreaders, who are under the direction of the 

bills comaittee. 

3•4• The J)residln~ officer 

Minority floo-r leadef of eac·h 

pf' i v ate sec re-t ar 'I• 

an·d the •ajor tty and 

I\Ov,;e My e;;ch appoInt a 

3-5. The secre~ary of ~he Senate and chief clerk of toe 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties are ~o: 

(a) have custody of all records, bills, docuaent~• and 

12 other papers; 

13 

14 

15 

16 

(b) supervise the •aking and eKamination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(c) deliver to the secretary of state at the close of 

each session the journal, bill boo-ks• and resolution oookst 

17 and all copies of introduced bills and joint resolutions; 

16 (d) collect fro• the chair•en or secretaries of all 

19 sta"ding co.-i~tees. special co .. itteest aod conference 

20 

21 

22 

comMittees the •inutes of such coamittees and deliver theM 

to the state historical society. (See Rule 7-4) 

3-6. journal clerks, bill 
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e•ployefl respetASible fOf" legislative functions. except 

secretarie-s for standin-g or special cowaa-it.tees. secre-ta-ries 

to presiding officers, and secretaries to aajority and 

Minority floor leaders, are im.ediately responsible to the 

secretar·y of the Senate or the chief c.lerk of the House. 

subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-1· The dutles of the engrossing and enrolling cle~ks 

A are: 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

(a) to engross or enroll all bills delivered to the• 

within 48 hours after they have been received, unless 

further tiae is granted, in writing, oy the presiding 

offi~er of the house in which the bill originated; 

(b) to correct clerical errors. with the consent of 

the secretary of the Sena~e or chief clerk of the House af 

Representatives, in any bill originat;ng in the house by 

which they are eMployed. Clerical errors such as the 

following may be corrected: 

(i) errors in spelling 

fiiJ ertors in nu~ering sections 

(iii) adding or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter ~o be stricken 

(iv) •aterial copied incorrectly from the Montana Code 
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Annotated. 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtain written permission from the principal sponsor 

before sueh corrections are made. 

When a co•• ittae is the sponsor of a bi 11" any ae•ber 

thereof so designated by the chairaan •ay be the principal 

7 sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

8 

9 

3-8. (1) The sergP.ants-at-aras are responsible to the 

presiding offi.cers of their respective houses. Their- duties 

10 are to: 

11 (a) maintain order under the direction of the 

12 presiding officer; 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

{b) execute coantands and serve all processes; 

(c) receive9 distribute, and have custody of supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeants-at-ar•s• doorkeepers, 

watchmen, janitors, pa9es, and other eaployees responsible 

for general housekeeping functions are immediately 

responsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the gen~ral 

19 supervision of the presiding officer. 

20 

21 

1-10. The duty of the chaplain of each nouse is to open 

each day•s session witn a prayer. 
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3-11. A legislative aide is a person who has registe~od 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been issued a distinctive identification for• such as a 

name tag. Such identification •ay be issued only upon 

5 receiving written verification fro• a •ember that the person 

" 
7 

8 

.. 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

involved is serving hi• as an aide. A person •at not 

represent hi•self to be a legislative aide unless- he carries 

such i dent if i cation·. The sergeants-at-arms and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. Legislative aides must be of legal 

age unless otherwise approved by the presiding officer. 

No •ember may designate more than one aide without the 

approval of the rules co~ittee of the house involveo. 

Qualifications for legislative interns are specified in 

Title 5. chapter 6• HCA. 

3-12. An e•ployee, legislative aide, or legislative 

16 intern of either house is prohibited fro• lobbying as 

17 defined in Section 5-7-102(l)t MCA. However, such person ~ay 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

testify before a committee of either hou5e on the request of 

the committee. Any person violating this rule shall oe 

discharged. 

3-13. Disputes or complaints involving the co•petency 

or decoru~ of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the committee on le9islative adMinistration of the house oy 
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which the eap.loyee is e•ployed. fhe coa.:tt.tae, in its 

discretio~t •a, 

The co•ai t.t:ee 

di S.flti s.s, su.s.pe.ntit or reta i.n the eaployee• 

on legisla~ive aa•inistration shall 

periodically review ~he roster of e•ployees and shall 

di Slli ss surplus eeplo.yees. 

3-l~t. The offic .. s of tne Legislative C.OU<Kil shall 

serve both the- Senate ano Hou.se of Representatives as 

8 required. 

9 

10 

11 

The Council 

certification and 

•taff shall 

signature by 

prepare payrolls for 

the presiding officer and 

prepare a aonthly financial report and distribute the report 

12 to legislative leaoers in each house and to •embers of tne 

l3 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

Z3 

Senate coa•ittee on finance and clal•s and House co-.ittee 

on appropriations. 

3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipMent and 

supplies 

on the 

made durfng the legislative session shall b& aade 

approval of the coa.ittee on legislative 

adMinistration of each house, subject to the review of the 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase orders 

shall be issued by legislative Council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

CtiAPTER .r, 

Orde~ of Business 

-11- S.lR 1 
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16 

17 
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4-1. After prayer, roll call .. and rep-o-rt on th-e 

journal, the order of busiReS$ of the Senate an4 House ~f 

Represen~atives is as follows: 

Cl) to.municatioos and pe~ttions 

(2) Reports of standing coaDittees 

f3) Reports of select coa•ittees 

(4) Hessages from the governor 

(51 Messages from the other house 

(61 Motions 

(7t First reading and com•it•ent of bills 

(BJ Second reading of bills (Coamittee of the Whole) 

(9) Third reading of bills and consent calendar bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special ord,.rs of the day 

(l2J Announce~nt of co.-tttee •ee~ings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of ou~iness 

requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to recess. the house involved shall revert to 

1~ Order of Business ~. 1 when reconvening after a recess• 
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19 

C:HAPTER 5 

Kotions 

SJR 0001/04 

5-l. When a eotion is •ade it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer and• if requested by the presiding officer 

or a neMber• shall be reduced to writing and read aloud. A 

motion ~ay be withdrawn by the ae~ber •aking it at any ti•e 

before it is amended or voted upon. 

s-z. When a question is under debate no •otion .ay be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary ~tionst 

which have precedence in the order listed: 

( 1) to ~djourn 

(2) for a call of the hou$e 

(3) to recess 

(4) question of privilege 

[5) to lay on the table 

(6) for the previous question 

(7) to postpone to a certain day 

(8) to refer or co111111it 

(9) to amend 
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( 10) to po$tpone i ndef i ni tel Y• 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a •ajority 

roll call vote of all members present and voting. ~hen a 

bill or resolution i~ postponed indefinitely• it is finally 

rejected and may not be acted upon again during the bienniuM 

except upon a •otion of reconsideration made pursuant to 

Rule 5-4. 

5-3. No motion or proposition on a subject different 

fro• that under consideration shall be ad•itted undsr color 

of a•end~nt or substitute. 

5-~. Any MeMber •ay, on the day the vote was taken or 

on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

in session, move to reconsider the question. A motion to 

reconsider •ay not oe withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unani•ous consent of the house concerned, 

ana thereafter any •ember aay call it up for consideration; 

however, a •otion to reconsider aade after the 54th day of 

the session shall be disposed of when made. A motion to 

recall a bill from ~he other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a •otion to reconsider. 

21 A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill front the other 

22 

23 

house may be Bade only under Order of Business No. 6 and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

24 motions except •otions to recess or adjourn. 
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.. -s. --When .a .at len -t·o reconsi-der Ls. lat·d .'Gfl tfte t.abl-iiU 

,a tt.to-thirds..aaj.or:tt.y ls req.uir.-ed -t.o ~take Lt fr-.o. :th.e 't-able. 

Wh-.M -a aett,on to t'.e:c:..nsi-Jier fai-l-$, ·t:ne question is ftn.all-y 

and ~c:lusW..l-y S<tt.tled· 

5-6. fl) E•cept 

rule7 the effect of 

adopted• is to close 

as provided in suDsectJon (2) of this 

~ving the previous question• if 

4ebate iaaediately, to prevent the 

moving of aaendaent.s or other subsidiary •otionsy and to 

bring to \tOte pr--ptly t-he iiiiiHdiately pending aain question 

arld th-e i:fdhering s.uosidi•ry tltOtions, whether on appeal or 

otherwise. 

(Z) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debat~, the 

question aav be debated for one-half hour, one-h-alf of such 

tiDe to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

16 opponents. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

5-7. A call of the house is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorua is not 

present. 

5-8. The following -aotlons are not debatable: 

(l) to adjourn 
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(2) for .a c.all of the house 

f 3 J to re.:ess 

(.it) for part ia~~entarr iRquiry 

(5) for suspension of the rules 

(6) to lay on the table 

(lJ for the previous question 

(8) to 1 iMitt extend the li·•its of, or to c1-ose debate 

(9) to amend an undebatable aotion 

flO) to divide a question 

(11) to pass husiness in co..lt~ae of the Whole 

(lZ) to t~e from the table 

t13) a decision of the pre5iding officerw unless 

appealed or unless he su~its the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

(l~) all incidental •otions, such as motions relatin9 

to voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

5-9. A tte111ber IRay move to divide a question if tt 

includes two or more propositions so distinct in substance 

-16- SJR 1 



2 

3 

SJR 0001/0it 

that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 

remain. 

5-to. No more than one amend•ent and no more than one 

4 substitute aotion •ay be •ade to a motion. This rule per•its 

s 

6 

1 

8 

q 

10 

11 

the aain •otion and two .adifying •otions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

As--EDLmLilf-~11~==-D~initjon of _ _&liQ~~=--GWDALal 

I!Lillfllillllli 

6-1. The only types of Instruments other than bills 

which •ay be Introduced in either house of the legislature 

12 are as follows: 

13 (1) A simple resolution is a forMalized motion passed 

14 by one house only and bears the heading •House Resolution• 

15 or wsenate Resolution•. It •ay be used only to adopt or 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Z1 

amend the rules of one house£-_Ig__aAK;_~~~~AI!QU~ 

t;lllllt;~lllli__II:If_Q.UIBlklltili_..A!IIL.Af.fW!lli!M~Ul.....eLAIL-A.S 

l!tl.~112fD_JlLAfl.llU.Lh-~KllQM_liJ.Jll.I!~KllDIL-ill£-.JlLJI::If 

~DUI~A-~~lllUIIQ~L or to provide for the internal affairs 

of the house adopting it. It does not require three readings 

or a roll call vote. A member offering a simple resolution 

may read it in his place before introduction. When a ~iaple 

resolution has been introduced. it shall be referred to a 

-11- SJR 1 
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co-it.tee. Final action shall be taken on the co .. ittee of 

the Whole report. The transmittal of copies of si•ple 

resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk or 

4 secretary of the house of origin. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

A copy of every si~ple resolution is to be transMitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretory of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

(2) A joint resolution •ust be adopted by both houses 

and is not approYed by the governor. It •ay be used to: 

(a) express desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the legislature; 

(b) request 

subcoNtittee; 

an inter ill study by a legislati~e 

(c) adopt or amend the joint rules; 

(d) set sala~ies and other te~ms of employ~nt for 

Legislative e•ployees; 

(e) approve construction of a state building under 

1R section 18-Z-102 or 20-Z5-l02t MCA; 

19 

20 

21 

(f) deal with disasters and eme~gencies under Title 

10, $pacifically as provided in sections 10-3-302(3)• 

10-3-303(3)t 10-3-303(~)• and 10-3-505(5), MCA; 
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(g) subfl:-it a n-egotiated settle.ent under 

39-3l-305t 3).• IICA; 

saction 

(h) dec.l are or ter•-i nate an ene.rgy eaergency under 

section 90-4-310, HCA; 

(i) ratify or propose a•end•ents to the United States 

Constitution; or 

fj) direct changes to. repe~l, or direct adoption of a 

8 rule In the Montana Adainistrative Code. 

9 

10 

Except as otherwise provided in these rules or the 

Constitution of the State of Montana, a joint resolution IS 

11 treated in all respects as a bill. 

lZ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be trans•itted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

6-Z. All bill drafting 

legislative sponsor. Bills 

with nu11bered 1 i nes and 

requests shall require a 

shall be typewritten on paper 

sha 11 be introduced in 

quadruplicate. Bills shall be nuabered at ~he foot of each 

page (except page l) and shall have white covers of a 

substantial AJaterial. !n sections amending existing 

statutes, matter to be stricken out shalJ be indicated with 

a lin~ through the words or part to be deleted, and new 
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matter shall be underlined• Sections of the Montana Code 

Annotated repealed or amended in a bill shall be stated in 

the title, e·xcept for general appropriation oills and bills 

for the codific·ation and general revision of the ldws. 

Introduced bills will be rep~oduced on white paper and 

6 distributed to legislators. 

1 6-3. ~o bill• except general appropriation bills and 

8 bills for the codification and general revision of the laNS• 

9 shall contain •ore than one subject, which shall be clearly 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of every law 

shall be as follows: •ae it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

... bill shalJ be used to propose amendments to the 

constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor (Montana Constitution, 

Art. VI, Sec. 10(1)1• 

6-~. All appropriation bills 

House of Representatives. 

shall originate in tne 

The general appropriation bills shall e•brace nothing 

out appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the 

legislative, executive, and jYdicial branches of state 

govern~ent 9 interest on public debt• and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, 
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each e.Oracing but one subject {Montana Constitution, Art. 

v, Sec. 11(4)1• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

3 legislature shall be introduced by the chair•an of the House 

It 

5 

6 

l 

8 

coft•ittee on appropriations. 

ltlf_W!.IiLSJ:t&LI._I&Aiii~---A-JI&I.6llf.EO BYDijEI ljl THE 

:if~6U.t.-.-l61Wi'i...._lllllL....6'-tWUIL-AI.L..APPROPRl6lllll!l-lif6:iii&U 

1B611:;Hl11fQ_II_l~-t1UU:iE-&ND ALL AHit~IED REVENUE FRQM 

l;ll:ill!llj_Ult:i....61!11Lf&IIILAIJLIIIIIL\£..0R SE!IAIE REVEIIUL!If6:ill&U 

9 I&AIII:illliiED IJ8...£6:i:ifll....llLJ.HE tiQUSE 6S Qf_ltlf_lglJi...Q&U 

10 6-5. Every statute. unless a different. tl- is 

11 prescribed therein, takes effect on October 1 following its 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1~ 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

passage and approval, 

appropriation by the 

except one that provides for 

legislature of public funds for a 

public p~rpose, which takes effect on July 1 following its 

passag~ and approval unless a different ti•e is prescribed 

th~rein. Every join~ resolu~ion• unless a diffe~ent time is 

prescribed therein• takes affect on itS passage (Sections 

1-2-201 and 1-2-202• MCA)o 

a. __ lni£Qd~~1Qa-=:-alll-l.lmit 

6-6. (lJ A leglsla~or •ay not request .are than five 

bills from the Legisla~ive Council nor •ar a legislator 

introduce more ~han five bills. This li•it does not apply 

to: 
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1 (a) bills requested prior to the convening date of 

2 each session; 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

(b) interi• co .. ittee bills; 

(C) state agency bills; 

(d) code c~issioner bills; 

(e) resolutions; 

(f) standing co••lttee bills; 

(g) appropriation bills; or 

(h) revenue bills. 

(2) Sills and joint resolutions ~Ill be checked by the 

staff of the Legislative Council prior to introduction for 

proper for•at, style, and legal for•• 8111s will be entered 

on the auto•ated bill drafting equip•ent• typed, and 

delivered in q~adruplicate to the requesting legislator. A 

15 sta•p shall be affixed to the original bill cover and ~iyned 

16 

lT 

18 

19 

20 

to indicate council review. If such.sta~p is not affixed, 

the bill .ay not be introduced. 

(3) During a session a bill May be introduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member and presenting it to 

the chief clerk of the Hou~e of ~epresentatives or secretary 
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of the Senate in quadruplicate. Bills or joint resGlutions 

•ay be sponsored jointly by Sena~e and House •eaners. A 

jointly sponsored bill shall be introduced in th~ house in 

which the legislator whose naMe appears first on the bill is 

a meMber. The chief joint sponsor's na•e Shall appear 

i•mediately to the right of the first sponsor's naae. 

Bills, joint resolutions, and simple resolutions shall be 

nu11bered consecutively in each session of the legislature in 

separate serie-s in the order of their receipt. 

(4) Any bill proposed by a legislative co .. ittee or 

introduced by reque~t of an ad•inistratiwe or ex@cutive 

agency or depart•ent shall be 50 indicated following the 

names of ~he sponsors. •ay Request of the •••••••••• CNa~ 

14 of agency or co••ittee)"• 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Z3 

24 

(5) Bills ""'Y be 

prior to 

Legislative 

a legJ slat i ve 

prefiled, nu.Oeredt and preprinted 

session by the staff of the 

Council. Actual signatures •ay appea~ on the 

face of the prefiled bill, or signatures •ay be obtained on 

a consent form from the Legislative Council and the 

sponsor's na•e typed on the bill. Additional sponsors may be 

added on motion of the chief sponsor at any tiDe prior to a 

standing co•Mittee report on the bill. These na•es wilJ oe 

forwarded to the Legislative Council to be included on the 

face of the bi 11 following standing co••ittee approval. 
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All prefiled bills will be made available t.o t.he 

public. 

t6t--&~Fere-~n~~ed~e~~eft-a-je+ft~--re~o+ut~en--de~r~ae~ 

~--6e•~•-Aw+e-&-+t~ttat-mu~~-be-e~~eved-by-tne-jo+"~-Pu~es 

ee.~~~ee-e"d-eeeh-§~Mp~e-~~o+~~To~-~,~-be-apprewed-by-~fte 

r~+e$--e~~~~ee--ef--~he--ho~~e--?"~~ed~eT~g--?~w--~--s~aep 

~"d+ee~Tn~--s~eh--eppro•e~--she~~-De-af•Y•ed-to-~fte-ce•er-Gf 

~he-~eto+a~+eft-h~e~e-p~esente~+eft-~o-~he-ehTef-e+e~k-of-~fte 

9 House-o~-se~re~epY-oF-the-Senatey 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

6-7. The following schedule •ust be followed for-

sub•ission of drafting requests and introduction of bills 

and resolution$. 

General Sills and R@Solutions 

-2'+-

Request Introduction 

Deadline Oeadline 

5:00 P.M. 5:00 P.M. 

__L~UJ.;tl.i.li.L.tlU 

10 14 

(or 2 legislative 

day5 after delivery 

if delivery is 

after 14th <lay) 

SJR 1 
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Revenue Bills 11 Z1 

2 Committee Bills and Resolutions 

3 36 40 

4 committee Revenue Sills 

5 

6 

7 

Appropriation Bills 

62 66 

No deadline No deadline 

8 Interim Study Resolutions 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

1A 

19 

zo 

.21 

Joint Resolutions concerning 

Administrative Rules 

No deadline No deadline 

No deadline No deadline 

6-8. No bill •ay be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected e bill during that 

session de~igned to accoMplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

reJection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of d stdnding committee 

•ust consent to the introduction of a co~mit~ee Dill • 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

6-10. No Dation affecting a bill is in order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6(5)• 

Upon introduc~ion or reception of a bill, the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate Shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a su••ary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a su••ary of its title 

and by its history in the second house, together ~ith a 

notation of the committee to which it has been assigned• and 

such posting Shall constitute the first reading of the bill. 

6-11. No bill shall be considered or become a la~ 

12 unless referred to a co~•ittee and ret~rned therefrom. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

6-12. Upon introduction or reception of a bi11 9 it 

shall be referred to a coMmittee by the presiding officer. 

6-13. A bill may be rereferred at any tige Defore its 

passage. 

17 u. __ Amendm~:nt:;_and_Sub~it~~lllll 

lR 

19 

zo 

21 

6-14. No law shall be revised or amended or tne 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only• 

but so much thereof as is revised, amended. or ex~ended 

shall be reenacted and published at length. 
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6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill• dOd no 

bill shall be so altered or a.ended on its passage tnr~ugh 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

constitution• Art. v, Sec. 11(1)}• 

6-16. A c~•lttee ~ reco.-end that every clause in a 

b;ll be chan9*d and that entirely new •atter be substituted 

so long as the new •atter is rel~ant to the title and 

subject o.f the ot"igi:nal bill. A substitute bill shall be 

9 considered as an amendment and not as a new bilJ. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

6-17. The proper for• of reporting a substitute bili by 

a co~ittee is to propose a•end-.nts to strike out all of 

the bill following the enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bill• reco .. ending also any necessary ch•nges in the 

title. If a comMittee report recom•ending a substitute for a 

bill o.riginating in the other house is adopted.- the 

16 substitute bill shall be printed. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

6-18. Amendments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by the house in which the bi11 

oriqioatedt but must either be accepted or rejected. If the 

aaenO.ents are rejected, a conference coMGittee cay ue 

requested by the house in which the bi11 originated. If the 

amencme~s are accepted and the bill is of a type requiring 

aore than a •ajority vote for passage, the bill sha11 again 
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be placed on third reading in the hou~e of origin. fhe wote 

on third readin9 after concurrence in aMendments is the vote 

of t:he house of origin that IRUSt be used to determine if the 

required number o~ votes has been cast. 

6-19. Jf a 11ajority of a house adopts a ,..eco-.endation 

6 for the passage of a bill origina~iny in that house after tt 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

has been returned from a co-.it~ee with a.ena.ents, the bill 

shall be printed on yellow paper with all aeenOMents 

incorporated into the printed copies. If the bill has been 

returned fro• a committee •Jthout amendments, only th~ first 

sheet shall be printed on yellow papert and the re.ainder of 

the text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill. Bills refe,..,..ed to the bills 

com•ittee of the house of origin for printing •ust be 

repo~ted within three days unless further time is granteo oy 

that house. 

17 c:_._fDQJ:oss I ng allJLfll.t.!illiUll 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably oy 

co .. ittee of the Who1e of the house of o,..igin ana the report 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills coamittee. and wben reported 

correctly engrossed by the co~ittee shall be placed on the 

caJendar for thi,..d reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. CoMMittee of the Whole a•endaents shall be included in 
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the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill is unamended by the Co•mittee of the Whole and 

contains no cler•cal errorst it •ay be engrossed without 

retyping, and only the first sheet shall be printed on blue 

6 paper with the re•ainder of the text incorporated by 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

reference to the preceding printed version of the entire 

oi 11. 

If a bill is amended by the standing co••ittee or 

Co~mittee of the Whole in the second house, the amend•ents 

will be included in a reference bill and distributed in the 

12 second house for third reading consideration. The amend~ents 

13 

14 

will also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 

If the bill passes on third ~eading, copies of the reference 

lS bill and second house amend•ents will be distributed in the 

16 

l7 

1B 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

oriqin.;~l house. 

6-21. When a bill has passed botn houses it shall be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills comMittee of the 

house of origin. An original and two duplicate typewritten 

copies of the bill shall be enrolled, free from all 

corrections and errors, with a margin of two inches at the 

top and one inch on each side. In. sections a~ending existing 

23 statutes, new matter shall be underlined and matter stricken 

24 with a line through it shall be omitted. The ori~inal and 
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two couies of the bill shall be red lined. The history of 

the bill shall also be enrolled and placed with the bill in 

a white •anuscript covert upon which is written the number 

of the bill and the title. The legislative Council staff 

shall file a copy of the history with the law library. 

When the enrolling has been coepleted, the bill shall 

be exa•ined by the sponsor and the bills co••ittee and 

a reported correctly enrolled. 

9 

tO 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 

11 The presiding officer shall sign the original and two copies 

12 

13 

14 

1~ 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

of eacn oill delivered to him not later than 

legislative day after it has been reported 

enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on 

the neJ(t 

correctly 

the 1 ast 

legislative day, in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be announced by the pre~iOing 

officer and entered upon the journal no later than the next 

legislative ddy. At any time after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the signing, if a me•ber 

signifies his desire to examine tne bill, he shall De 

permitted to do so. The bill shall then be transmi~ted to 

the other house where the same procedure shall be followeo. 

A hill that has passed both houses of the legislature 

24 by the 90th day may be enrolled; clerically corrected oy the 
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presiding officers. if necessary; signed by the presiding 

officers; and- d•livered to the governor not later tnan 5 

days·· after the 90th leg.isl.a-tive day. All journal entries 

aut.fltori zed under tnl s ru-le wi 11 be entered on the journdl 

5 for the 90th day• 

b 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

24 

The origi.nal and two 

officer of each house shall 

copies signed oy the presiding 

be presented by the bills 

com11·ittee to the governor. The bills coannittee shall t.ake a 

receipt fro• tne governor ana shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation. which shall be entered in 

the journal. The original shall be filed with the secretary 

of state. Si~ned copies with chapter numbers assigned 

pursuant to Section ;-11-204, MCA, shall be filea Ni~h the 

clerk of the supreme court and the legislative Council. 

f•--~IHULB.Ull.iDO-:=-[;.QU.i.t.l.e&..llf_:tbe_llbgl.& 

6-22. All bills. excep~ consent calendar bills• which 

have been re-port-ed by a cotn•i ttee., acceptec;J by the house 

concerned~ and printed shall be posted on the calendar for 

consideration by CoiiHI-ittee of the Whole. The secretary of 

the Senate or chie-f clerk o.f the H.u-use shall record the tilDe 

each bill is rec~ived and the ti.e the bill is placed on 

members• desks. UAtil the 50th legislative day., one aay Must 

alapse between the time a com•ittee approved Dill is placed 

on the members• desks and consideration by Co.-ittee of the 
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Whole. Bills shall be arranged on the calenoar in num~ricdl 

order u_nless they are comp.lnion bills or are other~o~is.e 

ordered by the house or Committee of the Whole of the hou~e 

concerned. 

6-23. E.very bill considered in Committee of the Whole 

shall be read by a summary of i t.s title and considered 

~ection by section. 

All Committee of the Whole amendments shall be prepaTed 

9 and delivered to the clerk for reading before t.he amend•ent 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

is voted 

ti!he of the 

shall be 

clerk of 

on. The amendment form will include the date and 

amendment. Each rejected projJosed amendaent 

identified and kept in the office of tne chief 

the House or secretary of the Sendte. Upon 

adjournaent. the te~t of such amend•ents shall be delive~ed 

to the state archives. 

6-24. Prior to adoption of a Comaittee of the Whole 

report. a ~~te•ber aay move to segreqate a bill. If the motion 

prevailst the bill remains on second reading. 

6-25. When a com•ittee of the Whole report on a bill is 

rejected. the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-Z6. Either house may resolve itse1f into a CoMmittee 

of the Whole by approval of a motion for that purpos~. So 

far as May be applicable. the rules governing each house 
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shall be observed ~hen that house resolves itself into a 

Z Committee of the Wholey except as follows: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l5 

L6 

l7 

(1) The only Motions in order are to: 

(a) amend; 

{b) ~eco•mend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) recoamend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 

(e) pass consideration; 

(fJ rise; 

(9) rise and report; or 

(h) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 

again. 

(Z) The committee may not appoint subcommittees. 

(3) The com.ittee may not punish its member~ for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the house concerned. 

(4) Unless other~ise prescrioed by either house oefore 

going into Committee of the Whole, a me~ber may speak as 

lR often as he is recognized and for as long each time as is 

19 allowed in debate in the particular house. 
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1 6-27. After a Co•mittee of the Whole has been formed• 

2 the presiding officer shall appoint a chairMan to preside. 

3 

4 

Upon resu•ing the chair• the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairman of the co••ittee and the house 

5 shall take action on the report. 

6 lio. __ Jlli.r:lLJ!.ll.alllng_=-tllllHD1~1 1oodar -- GQXliJ:IllU.~L.!lnll 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1" 

20 

2l 

6-Zs. No bill shall beco•e a law except by vote of a 

majority of all the •embers present and voting in each 

house. on final passage the vote shall be taken by ayes and 

noes 9 and the names of those voting entered on the journal 

(Montana Constitution• Art. v. Sec. 11(1) and (2))• 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an a~endaent 

to the Montana Constitution where the uathellldt i Cd 1 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessdry two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

though it had received the majority vote. 

6-29. Except for consent calendar bi11St every bill 

shall be read three times vr•or to passage. either by title 

or by summary of tftle as provided in these rule5. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Kule 6-10; u·1e 

second orior to debate in Com•ittee of the Whole; ano the 

22 third.--~h+eh--5Ref~--be--by--eeM~+e~e-~T~+ey prior to findl 

<3 passaqe. No bi 11 shall receive Jnore than one reading on tne 
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same day except on the la~~ legislative day. No amendment 

may be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the l~gislatu~e, exc~vt 

bills p~oposing aMend•ents to the Montana Constitution, 

bills ratifying proposed amendments to the United States 

Constitution, resolutions. and referendu~ •~asures of the 

legislature. shall be submitted to the governor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within 5 

days after its delivery to him if the legislature is in 

se~sion or within 25 days if the legislature is adjourned, 

it shall becoMe law. The governor sh~ll return a vetued bill 

to the legislature with a statement of his reasons therefor. 

(Z) The governor •ay return any bi 11 to the 

1egi$lature witn his reco.mendation fur amend•ent. If the 

le~islature passes ~he bill in accordance with the 

governor•s reco•mendation, it shall again Teturn the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

18 return a bill for a•endment a second time. 

19 

20 

(3) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the Dill, it shall 

21 become law. 

22 

23 

flo) 

governor 

If the leqislature is not in sesston when the 

vetoes a b•ll. he shall return the bill with his 
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reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature may be polled on a bill approved by two-thirds 

of the me•~ers present or re~onvened to reconsider any bill 

so vetoed. (Montana Constitution, Art. VI, Sec. lOa) 

(5) The governor May veto items in appropriation 

bills. and in such instances the procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (f4ontana Constitution, Art. 

VI• Sec. 10). 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer shall read the message. After the reading a ~e•ber 

may move tnat the governor•s veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the .otion shall be deterained by roll calla lf 

two-thirds 

overridden. 

of the members present vote "aye"~ the veto is 

If two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

naye• 9 the veto is sustained. 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his reco•mendations for amend.ent• such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is 

then subject to the folluwing procedures: 

(a) The originating house shall trans•it to the second 

house, for consideration 

amendments in coe.ittee of 

under its 

the Whole, 

-36-

rules relating to 

the bi 11 and the 
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originating house•s approval or disapproval of the 

2 governor•s recommendations. 

3 (b) lf both houses approve the governor's 

4 reco~mendations. the bill shall be returned to the governor 

5 for his reconsideration. 

b (C) If both houses disapprove the governor's 

1 recommendations. the bill shall be returned to the governor 

a for his reconsideration. 

q 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

(d) If one house disapproves the governor's 

recoamendations and the other house approves, then either 

house may request a conference co•mittee ~hich may be d free 

conference committee. 

( i , If both houses adopt a conference committee 

report. the Oill in accordance with tne report shall be 

returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

(ii) If a conference committee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted oy ooth houses, the 

go¥ernur•s recommendations shall be considered not appro~ed 

and the bill shall be returned to the 9overnor for f~rther 

consideration. 

tl& __ lLQn~mitt~t__uf_aill~~~-&~~~nue_~n~~PLO~Lia~2D-~~l~ 

6-33. Each house shall trans~it to the other with any 
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bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senate, the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives, the chief clerk 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

6-34. No bill, except for appropriation bills. revenue 

bills9 and a•endments considered by joint committee• need ~e 

acted upon (save for reference to a committee bf the 

presiding officer) if transmitted from one house to the 

oth~r after the 45th legislative day, but snall be held 

pendin~ in the house to which it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting determine that 

th~ bill shall be acted upon. Amendments, except to 

appropriation bills and revenue 

deferred for consideration if 

legislative day. 

bills, shall likewise be 

tran~mitted after the 10th 

A revenue bill is one which would either increase or 

decre~se tax c~llections. 

B~~EHUf--~lLL~--Dal~~AllH~--1~-Itlf __ SfHAlf _ _stl!~--~f 

IB~~~lllfQ_lQ_ltif_tlQll~f_Q~_Q&_DffQBf __ IUf ~2ltl ~ltl UA1~ 

U~LE~-IHD=ItllBQS __ QE_ltif-HfHaf~-~Bf~f~I-A~O-~OI~IH-ItiE 

tiQUSE_OEIE&MlHE-ltiAI_IuE_B~L_MA1_Bf_I&A«SMlll~O--AEif& _ _ltif 
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35.£1:1 !tlllJ:I ll.Ua 

Appropriation and revenue bills Q&~lM!Ilb'--IH-ItlE 

tiQUSf shall be transmitted f~--~~e-e~•g~nal--ho~se IQ__I~ 

Sf~IE on or before the 70th day unless t~o-thirds of toe 

me.Oers present and voting in the ~eee+v+ftg--hou$e ~E 

determine that the bill •ay be transmitted after the 70th 

day. Sf.!Ul.f....AliE tiDl!f.IIH ... IILS!.Il:Ji.JU.U.~-SiiALL~-JJWll!i!UliJ.J.l 

I!.Y ...... lt:!L...!iEIIAIL..l.IJ ... .J:tiE_J::tllLi!iE QN Q&~f.O&LIJ:IE tiRJ:I JUI.ti 

Lf.&l~LAlll!LilALIIID.f.ll ... DI.O::Il118tlLl!f....li:lf...l!.Etli!ULf~--Aillll 

~UlllliG ... llll ... li:ILdULi!iLQEIE&8~1:1Al...!i~ti--~--Atl~tll!fai...~af 

IB!Ill!itllilfiLAflfiLII:If. lt31il! J!llli QU. 

LJUIIILBOW.UlllliL~I:IALLIILllli~EJL.uLTHE t:!OUSE AhD 

13 l&A~!itllllf.U...__lQ_It:IE ... Sf.IIAif ... QII__QR__IIEf.OBLIJ:IL~~EGl!iLA~ 

14 

l' 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

23 

24 

OALlQ_E~lAIILl~L-EP& ... EA~~EA&...af. ... It:!L~~ErQIIIG ...aLfllllll~~ 

lt:IL...Al!llUiliL .... QE_...It:!E ... ...!iUI.E!.L...&IIllUfAif.O ... ...&UBiUL...f.JJ&...ItiE 

fU&fO!iL ... OE~Efil~--ltif......BALA~ftl___IIUOGfL_&~Ul&El!Eilll__uf 

A&ll~LE ... lLlll..__Sf.UllliLh..llE lt:lf MQ!IIAiliL~SlllUlliltU. ~f;ti6J_f; 

Atlf.lllltllfHIL ... IIl...Itil!i ... JQlliLB.f!i2Lilllllll...!ii:IALL...II~~~IUIL.IO 

li:ILt:IOU~E...atLOIL • .IlliEllRL...l~_liQI!L_LElil!iLAIUL.J.lA.L..;IIllll!i!i 

Il!O=IIii&Ill......JlE_II:IL __ I!E!!.II.ER!i...£&E!if.tll...AII~W:lllli ... lli...ItlLiilJI.!a 

Of.IfRtllliE.J:I:IAI...!iUCI:I ... AH~Daf~l...MAr__~f____I&~~~~lllflL. ... A~R 

lt!LlllliiLilAL. 

IIUll:lf.lL...i:t!ILi!i"-I!.U I NGRE/o.ll.... THE !OUL APP&O£liUllltl 

I!UII.!il!lllfll____llEIIl!IQ ...... li:IE_-A!!mJJSL....C.OIIIAlllfQ._lll_lt!L........JD.Ltl 
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RE~QLUilOH...~Lf!i!i ... ll...El&~AtlfMQi ... It:ILJCl~ ... REiULUllOIS ... AII~~ 

lii. ... -~~QSQAII.kf ___ lfllli ___ It!f..._R~f;i ___ GQ~f&Hlll~...l&Ad!ialllaL ___ Ilf 

&E~~tu;____lllLL!i1-...I&A~I!ll!i ...... IQ ... ...ltlf...Qltif& ... tiO~~--A-dfA!i~RE...l:Q 

lii.~&EA~E__&f~IIU~...!iUEE~lftlL--...IIl ......... OfEl _____ ll:lf.........l~fA!i~Q 

Af~RQfRIAIIOHA 

lnterim study resolutions and joint re.solutions 

concerning administrative rules may be transmitted at any 

ti~e d~ring a session. 

6-3S. When a bill has received its th•rd readiny or has 

been rejected. the house that considered the bill ~hall dS 

11 soon as possible trans~it it to the otner house with notice 

12 of Its action. 

1 3 r.. ...... Elit.aL!!Illtu. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 
21 

zz 

n 

6-16. All bills reported out of a co•mittee of the 

legislature having an effect on the revenues, expenditure~• 

or fiscal liability of the state 9 except appropriation 

m~asures carrying specific dollar a~ounts. shall include a 

fiscdl note incorporating an esti~ate of such effec~. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate dt the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may oe 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

oy tne presiding officer of either house, who shall 

determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 
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based on the Legislative Council staff recoamendation. 

Tne state budget director, in cooperation with the 

aqency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six days, unless further ti•e is granted b~ tne 

presiding officer or com•ittee making the request based upon 

a written stateMent fro• the budget director that additional 

ti•e is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

~ completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

nudget director to the presiding officer who requested it, 

who shall refer it to the com.ittee considering the bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the me~bers• 

13 des.ks. 

14 

1~ 

16 

l1 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

2? 

Fiscal notes shall~ where pussiDle, show in aolldr 

amounts the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or 

expenditures, costs which may be absorbed without addicional 

funds 9 and long-range financial implications. No comment or 

op1nion relative to ~erits of the bill shall be included; 

however 9 technical or mechanical defects May be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

am8 ndment by: 

(1) a COIRIRittee considering the Oillt or 
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(2) a majority of the members of the house in Which 

the bill is to be considered, at the time of second reading, 

or 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall make available on request to 

any .ember of the legislature all background infor•ation 

used in developing a fiscal note (Titles, chapter 4~ part 

8 z, MCA) • 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

CHAPTER 7 

C:oamittees 

7-1. The co••ittee on 

each house shall consider 

legislative 

all matters 

adMinistration of 

concerned with 

seating~ mileage and expenses, legislative employee&~ the 

control of the legislative property~ and the budgeting for 

and expenditure of appropri~tions for the operation of the 

legislature, in cooperatlon with the Legislative Council 

staff. 

7-2. l.tflliL&Ja!Uf~.LllLAtiLI!fllllf&_ !!Lll!Ltill!.tiLl!LMlll.fJLA 

19 elLL __ lS __ fftiO!H~ A ! standing co~mittee shall suu•it a 

20 

21 

22 

.,.r it ten report in tr i pl i.cate on ef-+--b+i-+'5 Alii--.f.lL.L. or 

me~~e~~ aAIIE& referred to it within ~even days after 

refere"~e ItiE __ &f~U~I1 unless, at the request of the 

Z3 committee and for good cause shown, further time is granted 
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oy the house concerned. 

7-3. If the ~embers of a comMittee cannot aqree on a 

report, the majority and •inority of the co••ittee present 

at a c~ittee .aeting may sub•it separate reports. Unly one 

minority report .ay be sub•itted. Such ~eports Shall be 

entered at length on the journal, unless otherwise ordered 

by the house concerned. 

1-4. All coa.ittees and subco .. ittees shall ke"p 

minutes of their meetings and, at the close of the session~ 

shall make an original and t~o complete copies and shall 

turn the original of the minutes over to the chief clerk of 

the House or secretary of the Senate for delivery to the 

historical society. The Legislative ~ouncil and the law 

library shall each be given one copy of the •inutes. 

7-5. The comaittee on bills and journal, the rules 

coc.ittee, and conference co••ittees may report at any tiMet 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 

taken. Reports from the bills and journal coamittee shall 

stand approved without formal action. 

7-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public aoney •ay first be considered by a joint co-.ittee 

composed of the ~eMbers of the Senate co .. ittee on finance 

and cla-ims and t·he House COflllftittee- on appropriations'~' and 
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then by each separately. Meetings of the joint coamittee 

shall be held upon call of the chairman of the Hou~e 

committee on appropriationL who shall oe chair•an of the 

joint com•ittee. 

1-T. The chairman of each com•ittee has general control 

and direction of the hall and co•mittee room of the 

com•ittee over •hich he presiae&• subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. Except as provided in 

Jolnt Rule 7-6• the chair•an of the Senate committee shall 

be chairman of all joint committees. 

1-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a co•mittee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate ~nd the House of Representatives cannot 

agree. the other house shall appoint a co•~ittee consisting 

of the same nuaoer of •e•bers. The time and place of all 

conference coamittee meetings shall oe agreed upon by their 

chair-man and 

announcement is 

announcement 

be announced fro• the rostrua. This 

in order at any time. failure to make this 

the shall not affect the validity of 

legislation. The conference comaittees. having conferred• 

$hall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. A conference co••ittee shall confine itself to 

th~ disputed amend•ent. 

If eitner house requests a free conference co••ittee 
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and the other house concurs. appointments will be made the 

same as above. A free conference comMittee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confined to a particuldr 

amendment. 

7-9. In joint c.o1111i ttees other than conference 

com~ittees, meabers vote individually and not by houses. 

Because conference co••ittees are joint •eetings of separate 

comMittees. in conference comaittees the comaittees froM 

each house vote separately. and a majority of each comMittee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

1-10. Conference committee reports Must give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 

bill version. 

When a conference coMmittee repor~ is filed with the 

1'5 secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

16 Kepresentatives 9 the same shall be read under Ord~r of 

17 Business No. 3, select committees, and placed on tne 

18 

19 

20 

21 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommended 

favorably by the Colftmittee of the Whole, it may oe 

consid~red on third reading the same legi~lative day. On 

the final legislative day a conference committee report 

22 sholl be placed on the calendar for immediate considera~ion 

23 

24 

on secono reading and shall be further consioered on third 

redding the same legislative day. If a conf~rence committee 
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report is adopted on third reading and the bill is of a type 

requiring more than a majority vote for passage, the bill 

shall again be placed on third reading in each house. This 

third reading vote •ust be used to determine if the required 

number of votes has been cast. 

7-11. Accredited press representatives may not ~e 

excluded fro• any public lagislative Meeting or hearing and 

may not be prohibited from taking photographs, televising, 

or recording the committee or house hearings, subject to tne 

discretion of ~he presiding officer in all •atters of 

decorum and order. 

1-12. A committee block scheduling system will be 

implemented in the Senate and House of Representatives. The 

14 schedule Nill be coordinated betNeen houses and will be 

1~ adjusted according to the legislature's work load. 

16 

11 

18 

1q 

20 
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CHAPT~R 8 

Rules and Journal 

8-1. Each hvuse shall keep a journal of its proceedings 

and may, in it~ discretion, from time to time, publjsh the 

same, and the ayes and noes on any question shall, at the 

request of any t~o me~bers, De entered on the journal. 

8-2. The proceeding~ of eacn house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 
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(1) the number of each Dill when it is introduc~d and 

2 suosequently considered; 

3 (2) every .otion and the name of the meMber .aking it; 

.. (3t proposed constitutional amendments which have been 

5 vot4!d for by two-thirds of the members (Montana 

6 ConstitutiOn, Art. XIVt Sec. 8); 

1 (~) com.ittee reports; 

8 (5, ro11 call votes; 

9 (6) messages from the governor and the other house; 

10 (7) an entry of the oath taken by the me•bers (Sec. 

11 5-2-Zl'to MCA)o 

12 

13 

14 

The title of each bill shall be printed in the index of 

the permanent journals. 

8-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

1~ shall supply tne Legislative council with the contents uf 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

the daily journal to be progra•med on automated equipment, 

exa•ine its JOurnal. distribute a daily journal to all 

legislators. correct any errors, and report each legislative 

day immediately after roll ca11. 

8-4. The journal of the Senate must be dUthenticated oy 
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the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

2 of Representatives. by the signature of the speaker. The 

3 ~istriDUtion of the completed journals shall be made oy the 

" Legislative Council (Sec. 5-11-201 through 5-ll-203t MCA). 

5 8-5. (1) A joint rule say be repealed or amended only 

I> with the conc~rrence of both houses. under the prQcedures 

7 adopted by each hOuse for the repeal or ameno•ent of its own 

B 

9 

10 

ll 

l2 

13 

14 

15 

rules. 

(Z) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills May be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the me~bers of either houset insofar as it 

applies to the house suspending it• 

(3) Any rules committee report reco•mendin~ a change 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new ruJe or any change in the rules 

16 of either hou~e shall be transmitted to the other house for 

17 

1~ 

19 

20 

21 

22 

informational purposes. 

8-6. "ason•s Manual of Legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 

8-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the Senatet the rules of the 

23 House of Representatives. and the joint rules of the Senate 

-46- SJR 1 



l 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1B 

19 

20 

21 

22 

SJR 0001/04 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoption, the secretary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the legislative 

Council with one copy of all .otions or resolutions amending 

Senate~ House9 or joint rules, and with copies of all 

minute5 and report~ of the rules committees. After the rules 

ha~e been publisned, the Legislative council shall 

distribute copies as directed by the Senate and House of 

Representatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

5-11-211 through 5-11-21~• MCA, the following fee schedule 

is established for the legislative proceedings: 

one co•plete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session. 1250; an additional $150 is required for •ailing. 

One co•plete set of the proceedings of any special 

session., 125 .. 

Single copies of bills. resolutions, amendments, s~atus 

sheets 9 or other documents moy be purchased according to the 

length of the document as follows: 

1-5 paqes ........................................................ s .25 

6-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .so 

16-40 pag~s ........................................ ~l.OO 
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41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••sl.50 

101-200 pa9es •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• s2.ou 

Over 200 pageS•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$4.00 

copies of enacted bills •••••••••••••••••••••••• cos~ of 

reproduc~ion. 

CHAPTER 9 

Votinq Procedure 

9-l. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2, every •ember 

present ~hen a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of vhich he is a member excuses him. 

9-2. A member who has a personal or private interest in 

any measure or bill proposed or pending befora the 

legislature shall disclose the fact to tne house of which he 

is a member. 

9-3. Amend~ents to the constitution may be proposed by 

any member of the legislature. If ado~ted b~ an affirmative 

roll call vote of two-thirds uf all the me•bers of the 

le~islature, the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV., Sec. 8)• 

9-t,.. 'rlhen a measure requiring the concurrence of 

21 two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a majority 
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vote is sufficient ~o decide any question relating to tne 

Z measure short of third reading. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

9-5. A roll call vote shal 1 be tak·en on the request of 

two JtP.mbers, if the request occurs befo·re the vo-te is taken. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the members shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting system 

is used. A •e~er MaY not vote or change his vote after the 

decision is announced from the ~hair. A ••~ber may not_ 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced fro• 

the chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question shall be stated 

as follows: *Senate (or House) bill nuabar ••••• having been 

read three several tiaes, the question ist shall the bill 

pass {or be concurred in).• 

t·Z) If an electrical voting syste• is used, the bell 

shall be rung after the question is stated and then the 

presiding officer shall state •Those in fa~or vote 

those opposed vote no.• After a rea$onable 

yes 

pause 

and 

tha 

presiding officer asks "Has every member voted?• (reasonable 

pause) •ooes any member wish to change his or her vote?" 

(reasonable pause) •The clerk (secretary) will now record 

22 the vote.• 

23 9-8. Two members may pair on a ~asure that will be 
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1 determined by a majority vote. On a •easure requiring a 

l t·wo-thirds vo'te for adoption three members may pair, with 

3 

4 

two members for the 11ea·sure and one mefllber against. P.ai ring 

is permitted ·only when one of the paired members is excused 

5 when the vote is taken. 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

zz 

9-9. An agree•ent to pair •ust be in writing and dated 

and slgned by the •e•ber~ agreeing to be bound, and must 

specify ~he d~ration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

is filed with the $ecretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

the House of Representatives, it shall bind the •~M~ers 

signing until the expiration of ti•e for which it was 

signed, unless the paired ae.bers sooner appear and ask that 

the agree•ent be cancelled. 

9-to. Every vote of each .amber of the legislat~re on 

each substantive question in the legislature. in any 

co~ittee• or in CoDmittee of the Whole shall be recorded 

and made public. On final passage of any bill or joint 

r@solution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

naiAes entered on the journal. Roll cal1 votes stla11 be 

taken by ayes and noes and the na111es entered on the journdl 

on adopting an adVerse co••ittee report and on those motions 

made in Committee of the Whole ~eferred to in Joint Rule 

23 6-26(1)(a) throuqh (d)• A roll call vote shall be taKen on 

24 nonsubstantive questions on th~ request of two ee•bers. who 
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•ay 1 i kewi se on any vote, request that ·the ayes and noes be 

spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and other votes 

•hich are to be made public but are not specifically 

required to be spread upon the journal snall be entered in 

the minutes of the appropriate coemittee or ot the 

appropriate house and a copy of such minutes shall be filed 

.,i th the Montana state historical society (Montana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(2))• 

CHAPTER 10 

Consent taJendar 

10-1. Noncontroversial bills and simple and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calenddr may De 

processed oy a standing com•ittee according to the following 

provisions: 

(l) To be eligible for the consent calendar, the 

legislation ~ust receive unanimous vote by the ae~bers of 

the standing committee in attendance (do pass. do pass as 

amended). In addition a motion must be made and passed 

rq unanimously to plac~ the legislation on the consent ca,enddr 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

and this action reflected in the coMmittee repor~. No 

aopropriation or revenue bills may be recommended for the 

consent calendar. 

(2) The legislation is then sent to printing to be 

prepared as a third reading version and specificallt ruark~d 
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as a •consent calendar" iteM. 

(3) Legislation shall be immediately posted (as soon 

as it is received from printing) on the consent calendar and 

must remain there for one legislative day oefore 

consideration under Order of Business NO• 11• Special Urders 

of the Day. At that timet the presiding officer will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

nreasonable ti~e• for questions and answers upon r~quest. No 

debate will be allowed. 

(4) Any three ~eMbers ~ay subMit written obje~tions 

and the legislation must then be re•oved from the consent 

calandar and added to the regular 5econd reading board. 

(5) consent calendar jegislation will be voted on 

following third reading. 

{61 Legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on individually with the roll call vote vrinted in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills and resolutions. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

then be transmitted to the second house. 

CHAPT<R 11 

Stdtement of legislative Intent 

11-1. Uefinition. For the purpose of compliance with 
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the legislative History Act 

HCA)• a statement of legislative 

(Title 5, chapter 4, part 4, 

intent regarding a bill 

will express the common understanding of those components of 

the legislature voting on the bill. This statement differs 

from a purpose clause, which is used in general to describe 

the broad overall objectives of a bill, while a statement of 

intent is used to guide the details of interpretation by 

those charged with impleaentation of tne bill and is phrased 

in terMs of contingencies, exa•ples, or other matter 

inappropriate for expression as statutory language. 

11-2. Li•itation. A stateMent of intent May not 

acco•pany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a co••ittee (Standing committee? co••ittee of the 

whole or conference committeeJ agrees oy a two-thirds vote 

to attach the state•ent. 

11-3. State•ent of Intent to accoapany bill --when-

how. A state.ant Shall accoapany a bill as follows; 

( l) Statements of intent are required for bills 

delegating rulemaking or licensing autnority. The state•ent 

shall be entered on AlTER, printed on paper of the sawe 

color and in the same •anner as the bill• and shall be 

attached to the bill. The state•ent shall be printed on 

paper of the saMe color as the bill and attached to the bill 

24 on all subsequent printings of the bill. 
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(21 The standing coMmittee of the house in l'llhtcn the 

bill originates is responsible for authoriny a statement of 

intent for a bill requiring one. 

11-4. Modification. Any co~ru~ittee suoseq~.~eotly 

considering the bill may amend a previous statement. The 

statement of intent will be reflectea in the htstory of the 

b j 11. 

ll-5. conference co••ittee on intent only. ~hen the 

second ~ouse concurs in a bill without a~endwents out amen~s 

or supersedes a previous state~ent of intent, the bill may 

not be enrolled until both houses have agreea on a stateDent 

of intent. If the state•ent is attached to a bill that does 

not statu~orily require one, the conference ~om•ittee can 

delete the state .. nt in its entirety. 

A new statemen~ of intent written by the second hvuse 

will be processed in the same aanner as a second hou5e 

amend.ent. 

A regular conference coamittee may be appointea solely 

to resolve differences of intent if the second house's 

statemen~ of intent is not so accepted. 

-end-
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