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C{!»‘%E"'S‘ENAYE COMMITTEE ON %/

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

A BILL FOR AN ALT ENTITLED: AN ACT REVISING EXEMPTIONS TO
COMPULSCRY EMRODLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHODLS BY PROVIDING THAT A
CHILD MAY 3E EXEMPT IF ENROLLED IN A PAROCHIAL OR CHURCH
SCHOOL WHICH KEFPS ATTENDANCE AND IMMUNIZATIDN RECORDSy
PROVIDES 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION OR THE FQUIVALENT,
PROYIDES AN ORGANIZEY COURSE OF STUDY, AND IS HOUSED IN A
FACILITY MEETING FIRZ AND HEALTH STANDARDS; PROVIDING THATs
FOR COMPULSORY ENROLLMENT EXtMPTIONS FOR STUDENTS IN PRIVATE
BR  HIME  SCHODLSs THE REQUIREMENTS FOR PARDCHIAL AND CHURCH
SCHOULS MUST 2E MET AND IN  ADDITION THAT WNOTIFICATION OF
ATTENOANCE MUST BE MADE TO SCHOOL AUTHORITIES; AMENDING

SECTION 20-5-102y MCA.“®

BE IT FNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Ta2ction 1. Section 20-5-102s MCAs is amended to read:
®20-5-102. fCompulsory enroliment and excuses. (1)

Except as provided ip subsection (2)e any parents quardian,

or ather person who is responsible for the care of any child

whe is T vyears of age or clder prior to the first day of

school in any school! fiscal year shall cause the child to be
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instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public
education pursuant to 20-7-111 wuntil the Yater of the
following dates:

{a) the child's 16th birthday}

{7) the date of completion of the work of the B8th
grades

{2} Such parenty qguardians or other person shall
enroll the child in the school assigned by the trustees of
the district within the first week of the school term or
when he establishes residence in the district wunless the
chitd is:

{2} enrclled in a privere——inatitntion parochial_or
church._schopl which provides—-inserdetion——+n-—the-—pregram
preseribed-—by--the--hoard--of--pdatie-educatton-pursaant-+e
20-3-14%+ is_affilistad with g religious_ _orgacization . wWith
sincerely. held religious Deliefs aod which.is_in_compliance
with _tos_provisions of {sectign 2011]3

() enrolied in a schooV of another district or state
under any of the tuition provisions of this tictle;

{T)Y provided with supervised corresnondence study or
suparvised home study under the transportation provisions of
this title;

{d} excused from enrollment in & schaol of the
district when it is shown that his bLodily or mental

condition does not permit his attendance and the child

—
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cannot be instructed under the special education provisions
of this title;

(2} excused from compulsory school attendance upon A
determination by a district judge that such attendance is
not in the bast interest of the child; er

(f) excused by the beoard of trustees upon a
deternination that such attendance by a child who has
attained the age of 16 Is not in the best interest of the
<hild and the schooli_pr

L2l_.eocelled ig a-private or_home schoel.that complies
mith__the__provisions_of [section 2(211s.Eor_the purpeses.of
this_subsection. (g)s.a home schogl s the ipstruction. by _3
pareot of His childs stepchilds o ward io his_residence.

(3) The excuse provided for in subsection (2)(d) of
this sa2cticen shall be issued by the district superintendent
or the county superintendent when there is no district
superintendent employed by the districte Whenever an excuse
is denied by the applicable officials an appeal of such
decision may be made to the district court of +the county
within 10 days after the decision upon giving & bond in the
amount set by the court to pay all costs of the appeals The
decision of the district court shall be final."

YEN_SECTIDNS Section 2e Nonpublic school reguirements
for compulsory enrollment exemptions (1) To qualify its

students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under

-—F-
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20-5-1U2y a parochial or church schoeol shall:

{2} maintain records on pupil atteadance and disease
immunization and make such records available to the county
superintendent of schools on request;

{b} provide at least 180 days of pupil instruction or
the ezuivalent in accordance with 20-1-301 =znd 20-1-3073

(c) be housed in a building that complies with
applicable local health and safety regulations; and

{u) provide an organized course of study that includes
instruction in the subjects required of public schocls as a
basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-11l1le

{2) Yo qualify its students for exemption frow
compuisory enrollment wundes 20-5-102¢ a private or home
school shall:

(a) comply with the provisions of (a3) through (¢} of
subsection (l};

{b) notify the county superintendent of schools of the
student’s attendance at the schoelj and

(c) provide instruction in the proyram prescribed by
the board of public education pursuant to 20-T-1lle

NMEW _SECTIONM. Section 3. Codification instructions.
Section 2 is intended to be codified as an integral part of
Title 20y and the provisions of Title 20 apply to section 2.

-Endg=-

-ty
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facels _ BILL NO. ZES
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AM ACT REVISING EXEMPTIONS TO

ATE COMMITTEE ON

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

COMPULSORY ENROLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS By PRUVIDING THAT A
CHILD ®AY 3E EXEMPT [F ENROLLED IN A PAROCHIAL OR CHURCH
SCHOOL  WHICH KEFPS ATTENDAMCE AND  IMMUNIZATION RECORDS,y
PRUVIOLS 160 DAYS GF PUPIL TNSTRUCTION OR THE FQUIVALENT,
PPOVIHES AN ORGANIZED COUURSE OF STUDY. AND IS HOUSFD IN A
FACILITY MEETING FIRE A"D HEALTH STANDARDS; PROVIDING THAT,
FOR CO4PULSORY ENROLLMENT EXEMPTIONS FOR STUNENTS IM PRIVATE
0%  HIAE SCHOOLSy THE REQUIREMENTS FOR PARODCHIAL AND CHURCH
SCHOOLS MUST & MET AND IN  ADDITION THAT WNOTIFICATION OF
ATTENOAMCE #MUST BE MADE IO SCHOOL AUTHORITIES; AMENDING

SECTIRY 20-5-102e MCAS"™

BE IT «NALTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Tsction l« Section 20-5-102, MCAs i5 amended to read:
“20-5-102. Compuisory enrollment and excuses. (1)

Except as provided in subsection (2)+ any parentey gquardians

or other person «ho is responsible for the care of any child

who s T years of ate or older prior to the first day of

school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to be
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instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public
education pursuant to 20-T-111 wunti} the later of the
folloming dates:

(a) the chitd"s 16th birthday;

{5} the dote of completion of the work ofF the 8th
grades.

(2) Such parenty guardiany or other person shall
enyoll the child in the schocl assigned by the trustees of
the district within the first week of the school term or
when he establishes residence in the district unless the
child is:

{3} enrolled in a srivate-—institation parochial gor
church_sgiugl which provides—-inacrdetion-—in-—thea-—-pragram
prescribed-—-by--the--board--of--publtic-education-pursdant—to
20-3-%it s gffiliated with @ _religious _grganization__with
sincerely. _beld celigious_ bellefs and which_ is_ in.compliance
with_toa_provisions_af [section 241133

{b) enrclled in a schocl of another district or state
under any of the tuition provisions of this titlej;

{c) provided with supervised correspondence study or
supersised home study under the transpartation provisions of
this titles

(1) excused from enroliment in a schnool of the
district when it is shown that his bSodily or mental

condition does not permit his attandance and the child
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cannot be instructed under the special education provisions
of this title;

(2) excused from compulsory schogl attendance upon a
determination by a district judge that such attendance is
not in the best interest of the child; or

(f) excused by the boarg af trustees upon a
determination that such attendance by .a child who has
attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the

child and the schooli_gor

La)._epcolled in a private or_heme. sSchecl _that complies
wlth_.the_ . provisions_ of [section 2(2)]s. Enr_the _purposes_gf
this_subsection_(Q)s_a home_school is_the instruction__ by .3

pareot_cf_nis childs stepchjlds. or ward io_his_residence.

(3) The excuse provided for in subsection (2)(d) of
this section shall be issued by the district superintendent
or tha county superintendent when +here is no district
supersntendent employed by the district. Whenever an excuse
is denied by the applicable officials an appeal of such
decision may be made to the district court of +the county
within 10 days after the decision upon giving a bond in the
amount set by the court to pay all costs of the appeal. The
decision of the district court shall be final.”

{EW_SECXIO0N. Section 2. Nonpublic school sequirements
for compulsory enrollment exemption. (1) 7¥o quallify its

students for exemption from compulsory earcllment under

-3
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20-5-1U2y a parochial or church school shall:

(1) maintain records on pupil attendance and disease
immunization and make such records available to the county
superirntendent of schoolis on request;

(p) provide at least 180 days of pupi) instructiocn or
tha ecuivalent in accordance with 20-1-301 ang 203-1-30¢3%

(c) be housed in a building that complies with
goplicable local health and safety requlations; and

{d)] provide an organized course of study that includes
instruction in the subjects required of public schools as a
basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111l.

(2} To qualify its -tudents for exemption froe
computsory enrollment urder 20-5-102¢ a private or home
school shall:

{1) comply with the provisions of (a) through (c} of
subsection {1);

(o) notify the county superintendent of schools of the
student®s attendance at the school; and

(c) provide instruction in the program prescribed by
the board of public education pursuant to 20-7-111.

NEYW_SECTIONa Section 3. Cedification instructions.
Section 2 is intended to be codified as an integral part of
Title 20y and the provisions of Title 20 apply to secticn 2.

-End-

-
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EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: WAN ACTY REVISING EXEMPTIONS TO
COMPULSORY ENRDLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY PROVIDING THAT A
CHELD MAY BE EXEMPT IF ENROLLED IN A PAROCHIAL OR CHURCH
SCHOOL WHICH KEFPS ATTENDANCE ANMD IMMUNIZATIDN RECORDSy
PROVIOLS 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION OR THE EQUIVALENT,
PROVIDES AN ORGANIZIED COURSE OF STUDYe AND IS HOUSED IN A
FACILITY MEETIMG FIRE AND HEALTH STANDARDS; PROVIDING THAT,
FOR COYPULSORY ENROLLMENT EXEMPTIONS FDR STUDENTS IN PRIVATE
DR HOME SCHOOLSs THE REQUIREMENTS FOR PAROCHIAL AND CHURCH
SCHOOLS MUST 3E MET ANC IN ADQITION THAT NOTIFICATION OF
ATTENDAMCE HMUST BE MADE TO SCHOOL AUTHORITIES; AMENDING

SECTIGH 20-5-102¢4 MCAe™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Sactlon le Section 20-5-102y MCAs i5 amended to read:
m20-5-102. Compulsory enroliment and excuses. (1)

Except as provided in subsection (2)s any parenty guardiany

or other person who is responsible for the care of any child

who is T years of age or older prior to the first day of

schoe! in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to be
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instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public
education pursuvant to 20~7-111 until the later of the
folloning dates:

{a} the child's 16th birthday;

{(b) the date of completion of the work of the B8th
grades

(2) Such parente guardians or other person shall
enroll the child in the school assigned by the trustees of
the district within the first week of the schoel term or
when he establishes residence in the district unless the
child issz

{3) enrolled in a orivate--institution parochial or
cburch_schael which preovides—-instruetion-—in--the-—-program
preseribed-—by~-the--board--of-—pubiie-ecducatian—pusrssane—to
26-3-31t j5 affiliated with a__religious _organization _with
sioncerely__beld religious_belicfs._and.which_is io.compliance
with tope_provisions of [gection 2L1}]i

{b} enrolled in a schoot of anocther district or state
under any of tne tuition provisions of this title;

{c} provided with supervised correspondence study or
supervised home study under the transportation provisions of
this title;

[d} excused from enrollment in a school of the
district when it is shown that his bodily or mental

condition does not permit his attendance and the chiltd

=2~ THIRD READING

SBUYS
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cannot be instructed under the special education provisions
of this title;

(=) excused from compulsory schocl attendance upon a
determination by a district judge that such attendance is
not in the best interest of the child; er

{(f) excused by the board of trustees upon a
determination that such attendance by a. child who has
attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the
child and the schooli_gr

L3l..encolled in_a_private or bgpe_schoel that complies
with__the__gprovislons of [section_2(2)1s_For_ the purpescs. ef
this.subasction (Q}s a hame schgol is_the ipstruction__by _a
pacent of bls childs stepchilds or ward in_his.resldepce.

{3} The excuse provided for in subsection (2)(d) of
this section shall be issued by the district superintendent
or the county superintendent when there is no district
superintendent employed by the district. Whenever an excuse
Is denied by the applicable officialy an appeal of such
decision may be made tc the district court of the county
within 10 days after the decision upon giving a bond in the
amount set by the court to pay all costs of the appeale The
decision of the district court shall be finale"

YEH.SECTION. Section 2. Nonpublic school requirements
for compulsory enrollment exemption. (1) To qualify its

students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under

-3~
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20-5-1032y a parochial or church school! shall:

(2) maintain records on pupil attendance and disease
immunization ang make such records available to the county
superintencent of schools on request;

{b) provide at least 180 days of pupil instruction or
the ejuivalent in accordance with 20-1-301 and 20-1-30Z3

{cy be housed in a building that complies with
applizable local health and safety regqulations; and

{ad) provide an organized course of study that includes
instruction in the subjects required of public schools as a
basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111.

(2) To qualify its students for exemption from
compul sory enrollment under 20-5-102s a private or home
school shalls

{2) comply with the provisions of {a} through (c) of
subsection (1);

{b} notify the county superintendent of schools of the
student”s attendance at the school; and

(;T provide instruction in the program prescribed by
the board of public educatien pursuant to 20-T-111.

NEW_SECTION. Section 3. Codification instructions
Section 2 Is intended to be codified as an integral part of

Title 204 and the provisions of Title 20 apply to section 2.

-End-

-ty



HOUSE EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
AMENDMENTS TO SB 445, THIRD READING COPY, BLUE
MARCH 9, 1983

Page 1 of 2

1. Title, line 8.
Strike: "PAROCHIAL OR CHURCH"
Insert: "NONPUBLIC OR HOME"

2. Title, lines 12 through 15.
Strike: "THAT" on line 12 through "AND" on line 15

3. Title, line 15.
Following: "THAT"
Insert: ", FOR STUDENTS IN HOME SCHOOLS,"

4, Title, line 17,
Following: "MCA"
Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE"

5. Page 2, lines 12 through 17,
Strike: subsection (a) in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent subsections

6. Page 3, line 10.
Strike: “private"
Insert: "nonpublic"

7. -Page 3, line 11.
Strike: "[section 2(2)]"
Insert: "“[section 21"

8. Page 3, line 12.
Following: "subsection"
Strike: " (qg)"

Insert: "(f)"

9. Page 3, line 13,

Following: . "residence"

Insert: "and a nonpublic school includes a parochial,
religious, or private school"

10. 'Paqe 3, line 24.
Strike: " (1)"

11. Page 4, line 1.
Strike: "parochial or church"
Insert: "nonpublic or home"

12. Page 4, line 2.
Strike: "(a)"
Insert: "(1)"

church,



HOUSE EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
AMENDMENTS TO SB 445, THIRD READING COPY, BLUE
March 9, 1983

Page 2 of 2

13. Page 4, line 5.
Strike: " (b}"
Insert: "(2)"

14, Page 4, line 7.
Strike: "(c)"
Insert: "{(3)"

15. Page 4, line 8.
Following: "regulations;"
Strike: "and"

16. Page 4, line 9.
Strike: "(d)"
Insert: " (4)"

17. Page 4, line 11,
Following: . "20-7~111"
Strike: "."

Insert: "; and"

18. Page 4, lines 12 through 16.
Strike: 1lines 12 through 16 in their entirety -

19. Page 4, line 17.
Strike: "(b)"
Insert: "(5) in the case of home schools,™

20. Page 4, line 18.
Following: "school"
Strike: "; and"

21. Page 4, lines 19 and 20.
Strike: line 19 through "20-7-111" on line 20

22, Page 4, line 24,

Following: line 23

Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date.
- effective July 1, 1983."

This

act is
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SENATE BILL NO. 445
INTRODUCED BY B. BROWNsy Eo SMITHs
MAZUREKy GAGEs BLAYLOCKy MCCALL UMy

ELLIOTTy BERGy HAFFEY
BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

A BILL FOR AN ACY ENTITLED: ™AN ACT REVISING EXEMPTIONS TO
COMPULSORY ENROLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY PROVIDING THAT A
CHILD MAY BE EXEMPT IF ENROLLED IN A PARBEHEME--BR-—EHUREH
NONPUBLIC  OR___HOME SCHOOL WHICH KEEPS ATTENGANCE AND
IMMUNIZATION RECORDSy PRGVIDES 180 DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION
OR THE EQUIVALENTe PROVIDES AN ORGANIZED COURSE OF STUDYs
AND IS HOUSED IN A FACILITY MEETING FIRE AND HEALTH
STANDARDS: PROYIDING FHAFy———FOR-—-EOMPULSORY--—ENRBELMENT
EXEMPFIONS-~FOR-~STUBENFS~—IN—~PREVATE-~BR-HEME-SEHBOLS vy-FHE
REQY IREMENT S—FOR—PARSEHEAE-AND— EHUREN-SEHBOLE S~—MUSF~—BE~~MEF
AN IN ADDITION THATs FOR  STUDENTS IN HOME _SCHO0LSs
NOTIFICATION OF ATTENDANCE HMUST BE MAOE T0 SCHOOL
AUTHORITIES; AMENDING SECTION 20-5-102y MCAZ_AND PROVIDING

AM_EFFRECTIVE DATE."™

BE 17 ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 20-5-102y MCAes i5 amended to read:

#20-5-102. Compulsoery enroilment and excuses. (1)
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Except as provided in subsection (2}e+ any parents guardians
or other person who is responsible for the care of any chiid
who §s 7 vyears of age or older prior to the first day of
school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to be
instructed in the program prescribed by tha board of public
education pursuant to 20-7-i11 wuntil the 1later of the
following dates:

(a} the child®*s 16th birthday;

(b} the date of completion of the work of the B8th
grade.

(2} Such parents guardiany or other person shall
enroll the child in the school assigned by the trustees of
the district within the first week of the school tera or
when he establishes residence in the district unless the
child is:

tay-—enrolied-—in—-a-—private——institution parochiol-qr
charch-schgat-which-—provides——insteruetion——in——the--program
preseribed-—py——the--board-—of--publtic-addeation-pursvont—to
20-1-#11 is-affitiated-with-n-—redroious-—organigatten--with
sincereby—hatd-retigious-bediefs-and-whieh- is-in-comptinncs
withothe-proyisiony-of-faection-2¢4 43+

thy¥ (A} enrolled in a school of another district or
state under any of the tuition provisions of this title;

tey(l) provided with supervised correspondence study

or supervised home study under the transportation provisions

-2- SB 445
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of this title;

fd43{L) excused from enrollment in a schoocl of the
district when it is shown that his bodily or mentail
copdition does not permit his attendance and the child
cannot be instructed under the special education provisions
of this title;

4e3 (D) excused from compulsory school attendance upon
a determination by a district judge that such attendance is
not in the bast interest of the child; or

tF3{E)} excused by the board of trustees upon a
determination that such attendance by a child who has
attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the
child and the schoolj_gr

+91(F) enrolled iu a privaote MONPUBLIL or_hgme school
that complies with ihe provisjons_of [sectjiop 2tdyls For the
purposes of this_subsection toy (Fls a Dowe _schoel is. . the
lnsteuction by a parent of his childs stepchilds or ward in
his residence AND.A _NOMPURLIC SCHOUL INCLUDES A PAROCHIAL:
GHURCH, RELIGIQUSe OR PRIVATE SCHOOL.

(3) The excuse provided for in subsection {2)}(d} of
this section shall be issuad by the district superintendent
or the county superintendent when there is no district
superintendent employed by the district. Whenever an excuse
is denied by the applicable officialy an appeal of such

decision may be made to the district court of the county

-3- SB 445
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within 10 days after the decision upoen giving a bond in the
amount S5et by the court to pay all costs of the appeal. The
decision of the district court shall be final."

NEM SECTION. Section 2. Nonpublic school requirements
for compulsory enrollment exeamptions +¢3¥ To qualify its
s5tudents for exemption from compulsory enrcllimsent under
20-5-102y a parechiat-—ar——churech NONPUBLIC QR HUME school
shalils

tat(l) maintain records on pupil attendance and
disease immunization and make such records available to the
county superintendent of schools on request;

+2342) provide at least 180 days of pupil instruction
or the equivalent In accordance with 20-1-301 and 20-1-302;

+23£3) be housed in & building that complies with
appl icable Jocal health and safety reqgulations; and

4d3{%) provide an organized course of study that
includes instruction in the subjects required of public
schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to
20-7-111w;_AND

t2y——Fo—-quat+Fy——ita——students——for---exsmption——-from
compuisary——enroeiitnent-—under-—26-5—182y--a--privete—or-home
sthoot-shalde

{tof-—ecomply ~with~the~-provisions—of-taj-through—-tc)—eof
subseetion—ti)4

4b3(5) IN _THE CASE QF HOME SCHOOLSs notify the county

—ty SB 445
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superintendent of schools of the student's attendance at the
schools—and
tey--provide-instruction-tn-the-program-—prascribed--by
the-honrd-of-pabirc—education—pursdont—to-20-3—11t,
NEW _SECTION. Section 3. Codification instructionas
Section Z is intended to be todified as an integral part of
Title 20y and the provisions of Title 20 apply to section 2.

SECTION 4o EFFECTIYE DATES THES ACT IS EFFECTIVE JULY

-End-
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