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/ :2[, BILL NO. _1(.2.£ rf ~ ~ 
~~-~-~-·-r 

BY ~ TE CDMHI~EE OF THE SEliA REQUEST 

BY E ADMINISTRATION ON STAT 

INTRQO'JCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PLACE CERTIIIN 

ReSTRICTIONS ON PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES BY 

PUaLIC OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES; PROVIDING A PENALTY; AHENOJNG 

SECTIO~ 13-35-226t HCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 87-l-204t 

MCAe• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~L4-~~IlDHa Section 1. Political activity of public 

eMployees. tl) While ret6ioing the right to vote as he ~ay 

please. the right to express his opinions on all political 

questions. and the right to partlcioate in and support the 

candidacy of any person for a public office. an employee of 

the state of Montana or any political subdivision of the 

state ~ay not use hi~ official authority or influ~nce for 

the p;Jrpose of interfering \IIIith an election or affecting the 

results thereof or for the purpose of coercing or 

influencing the political actions of any person or body• 

oth~r than as provided in this section and [section 21. 

(2) No such employee n1ay solicit any money, influence, 

service, or other thing of value or otherwise aid or promote 
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any political committee or the nomination or election of any 

person to public office while on the job or at his place of 

employ~ent• and no such e~ployee may use hls official title 

or authority when offering public testimony on behalf of any 

issue• cause• or political purpose except as provided In 

this section and (sectfon 2]• 

(~) Such eaployee aay appear and testl~y before any 

com•lttee of the legislature only: 

(aJ upon invitation of a legislator; 

(b) fo~ Informational purposes; or 

(c) when exercising his rights as a private citizen 

and not acting in any official capacity. 

J~~-~LllO~a Section z. Registration of public 

officials as spokesmen. (1) The head of each board, 

coMmission, department, or agency of st3te government and 

the governing body of an¥ unit of local govern~ent shall, at 

least 15 days prior to each legislative session, file with 

th~ s~=retary of state a list of the officials or employees 

~ho are designated as official spokesmen representing such 

govern~ental board, commission, department, agency, or unit 

before the legislature. The secretary of state must be 

promptly notified of any chanqe of authorized spokesmen. 

(~) The secretary of state shall record in a 

legislative do~Ket the information supplied under this 

section ~nd ~hall f~rnish current. co~plete lists thereof to 
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the clerk of each house and to each me~ber of the 

legislature. The records required to be kept by this section 

mu5t be open to public inspection and co~ying during the 

regul3r ou~iness hours of the secretart of state. 

~fW-1f~I1Qija Section 3. Penalty. Any person who 

violates the provision& of [section 1 or 2] or l3-35-ZZ6 

shall be fined not more than SltOOQ. 

Section 4• Section 13-35-22&1 MCAt is a•ended to read: 

•13-35-Z26. Unlawful acts of e•ployers an~--~p~ay.e~. 

(1) It is unlawful for any employer, in paying his e~loyees 

the salary or wages due the•• to include with their pay tne 

name of any candidate or any political mottoes, devices, or 

arguments containing threats or promises 

impli:d) calculated or intended to influence 

(express or 

the po1 itical 

opinions or actions of the e~ploy~es. It is unlawful for an 

employer to exhibit In a place where his workers or 

employees may be working any handbill or placard containing 

any threat, pro•ise, notice, or infor•ation that In case any 

partic~lar ti~ket or political partY• organization• or 

candidate is elected• ~ark in hts place or establJsh•ent 

will cease, In whole or in partt or will be ~ontlnued or 

increased; his place or establishMent will be closed; the 

sa19ries or wages of his workers or employees will be 

reduced or increased; or other threats or proMises (express 

or iaplled) intended or calculated to influence the 
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political opinions or actions of his workers or employees. 

This section shall apply to corporations' individuals, and 

public officers and employees. 

(£) No person may attempt to co~rce, co•mand, or 

require a public employee to give !DOney. servfc~, or other 

thing of value to aid or pro.ate any political comMittee or 

to a•d or promote the nomination or election of any person 

to public office. 

f3t--He--~~b~+e--emp+eyee--m~y---~o++e+~---e~y---mo"ey~ 

~nf~a@neey-se~¥+eey-o~-o~he?-~h+n1-of-•a+ue-or-o~~erw+~@-a+d 

or--pre•e~e--efty--po++~+ee~--ee.n+~~e--or-the-"~-+n~+an-0~ 

e+ec~+en-ef-a"y-per~on-~o-puh~e-~~ee-w~+e-on-the-job--or 

e~--fti~--pteee--o~--e.ple~~~---Hewewe~y--fto~~+n,--•n-~h+s 

~eee+o~-+~+"~nded--~e--re~er+e~--tfte--r~~h~--o~--a--~fte++~ 

emp+oyee-~G-~pres•-h+s-p~~sene+-po++~~ee+-•+ew~• 

t~t--~ny--per~on--whe--Y+~e~~$--t~-pro.+s+ons-eF-~+~ 

~e•fon-sna+•-ae-f•ne~~o~~~e-e~eeee-•~Q&Qy--&e--+~~r+~ofted 

*"--tn~--eaa~~y--ja+•--~er-a-~er•-not-~e-e•ee~ft-6-.eft~~5y-or 

b&~hw-~or-eech-sepere~e-o~fen~ew• 

:lfliL1t.!:.lliW.o. Sectl on s. Codi fi cation instruct. ion• 

Sections 1 through 3 are intended to be codified as an 

integral oart of Title 13. 

N~~-1t.tllQH.o. Section 6e Repealer. Section 87-1-20'>• 

MCA• is repealed. 

-End-

-It-
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INTROU~CED 

Approved by Committee 
on State Admin~stration 

/ --;:_, BILL NO. _-1'ff r! . -M;-_ :j ~ ~~~~-~{ 
BY ~ E SENATE COMMITTEE ST OF TH 

BY REQUE NISTRATION 
ON STATE AOMI 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PLACE CERTAIN 

RESTRICTIONS ON PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES BY 

PUSLIC OFFlCERS OR EMPLOYEES; ~RO\IIOING A P~.~ALTY; AMENDING 

SECT10~ 13-35-~26• MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 87-l-Z04• 

MCA. .. • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE l(GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~UNTANA: 

~~4-SEtll~~. s~ctlon l• Political activity of public 

employges. (1) While retaining the right to vote as he ~ay 

pl~ase. the ~iyht to express his opinions on all political 

questions., and t.he right to participate in and support the 

candidacy of any person for a publlc office, an employee of 

th~ $tate of Montana or any political subdivision of the 

state m~y not us~ hi~ official autho~ity or influ~nce for 

the P'Jrpose of interfering with an election or affecting the 

re-sults tller,~of or for the purpose of coercing or 

Influencing the political actions of any person or body, 

oth~r than as provided in this section and [section 2]. 

(2) No such employee may solicit any ~oney, influence, 

s~rvice9 or other thing of value or otherwise aid or ?romote 
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any p~l itical com~ittee or the nomination or election of any 

person to public office while on the job or at his place of 

employ~ent9 and no such employee may use hls official title 

or authority when offering public testimony on behalf of any 

issue. cause, or political purpose except as provided In 

~hiS section and (section Z). 

(3) Such employee •ay app~ar and testify before any 

com•ittee of the legislature only: 

(a, upon invitation of a legisl,~tor; 

(b) for Informational purposes; or 

(c) when exercising bls riqhts as a private citizen 

and not acting in any official capacity. 

~~~~lOti& Section z. Registration of public 

officials as spokesmen. (1) The head of each board, 

commission, depart~entt or agency of state government ancl 

the governing body of any unit of local govern~ent sha11 9 at 

l~ast 15 days prior to each legislative session, file with 

the s2cretary of state a list of the of~lcials or employees 

~ho are designated as official spokes~en representing such 

governnental board. commission9 department, agency, or unit 

Defore the legislature. The secretary of state must be 

proMptly notified of any change of authorized spokesMen. 

(~) The secretary of state shall .-ecord in a 

legislative docket the inform.:~tion supplied under this 

section and s.hall f<Jrnish current9 complete lists thereof to 

-2-
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the c: 1 erk of each house ~nd to each a1ember of the 

legislature. The records required to be kept by this section 

IOUSt oe open to public inspection and copying during t.he 

regul3r ousiness hours of the secretary of state. 

~~W-S~~llU~a Section 3. 

violates the provisions of 

Penalty. Any perso" who 

[section 1 or 2 J or 13-35-226 

shall be fined no~ more than SltOOo. 

Section 4. Section 13-35-226• MCA• is a~ended to read: 

"13-35-226. ~nlaHful acts of e•ployers eftd--~p+eyee~. 

(1) It is unlawful for •ny employ~r. In paying his e~loyees 

the ~31ary or wages due the•• to include with their pay tne 

naae Gf any candidate or any political ~ottoes, devicest or 

argu•ents containing threats or promis~s (express or 

impli3d) calculated or intended to influence the political 

opinions or actions of the employees. It is unlawful for an 

employer to exhibit In a place where his workers or 

employees may be working any handbill or placard containing 

any threat. promise, notice, or infor•ation that in case any 

particular ticket or political party, organization• or 

candidate is electedt work in hi~ place or establishment 

will cease, in whole or in part• or will be contlnuPd or 

lncre~sed; his place or establishment will be closed; the 

salaries or wages of his workers or employees will be 

reduced or increased; or other threats or promises (express 

or i 11plled) intended or calculated to influence the 
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political opinions or actions of his worker~ or eP.tployees. 

This section shall apply to corporationsr individuals~ and 

publi= officers and employees. 

(L) No person may attempt to coerce. command• or 

require a puOJ ic employee to give 1noney 9 se.-vice, or other 

thin~ o~ value to aid or proaote any politic~l committee or 

to aid or promote the nomination or election of any person 

to public office. 

t~t--He--~Hb++e--emp+oyee--m~y---~e••e+~---a~y---me"eTY 

+n#•Heftee~-~e~v+eey-o~-o~he~-~h+n1-o~-vft~~e-o~-etherwT~e-e~d 

o~--~&Me~e--~"y--pe++~+eaJ--eomm+~~ee--8r-~he-noMTnett~n-or 

e\ee~+oft-ef-any-perse"-~o-p~~+e-~~+ee-wft~+e-eft-~h~-job--er 

et--hfs--p~eee--of--e•p+~ft~----Ho•e•ePy--"&~~+n~--+n-~h+~ 

~eet+o~-Ts-+n~~~--~e--re~~~~e~--the--r~~h~--of--•--~Hbl+r 

emp+oy~e-~o-e~~res•-h•~-~e~~o~e+-~e++~~e~+-vt~w~• 

t~t--Afty--per~on--who--y~o+e~e~--~~e-p~OY+s+ons-e~-th+~ 

eeei!'i-e~t-s+te+f--be-ft-ned-no't:-t:e-eweeetl-•t-ra&ey--tle--+M~tr+-soned 

+ft--~~ eo~"ty--jat•--fer-a-~erm-ft&~-~e-e*eee~-6-•&ft~hsy-or 

be~hy-fe~-eee~-~eperete-offense•• 

~~W-S~a Section 5. Codification instruct: ion. 

Sec~ions 1 through 3 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 13. 

~~~-~kllU~a Section co Repealer. Section 87-1-204• 

MCAr is repealed. 

-End-

-It-
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~ BILL. N~· .§H ~ 
BY ~fl/\ • '--ft.:--IJ-..- ~ 
~~ - ~-

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE 

INTRIJ!l\JCED 

ON STATE ADHINISTRATION 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PLACE CERTAIN 

RESTRICTIONS ON PARTJCIPATION IN POliTICAL ACTIVITIES BY 

PUBLIC OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES; PROVIDING A PENALTY; AMENDING 

SECTION 13-35-ZZ6t MCA; AND REPEAliNG SECTION BT-l-20't, 

HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lE~lSLioTURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~f&-~I£LlQUa Section 1. Political activity o~ public 

employaes. Cl) While retaining the right to vote as he may 

please, the right to express his opinions on all political 

questions. and the right to partlcioate ~nand support the 

candidacy of any person for a public office, an employee of 

the state of Montana or any political $Ubdlvision of the 

state may not use his official authori-ty or influence for 

the purpose of int~rfering with an election or affecting the 

results thereof or for the purpose of coercing or 

influencing the political actions of anr person or body• 

other than as provided in this section and [section 2]. 

'(Z) No such employee may solicit any lhoney, influence, 

service• or other thing of value or otherwise aid or promote 
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any pol ftical committee or the nomfnatton or election of any 

person to public of~ice while on the job OT at his place of 

eeployment, and no such employee eay use his of~iclal title 

or authority when offering public testimony on behal~ of any 

issue, cause, or political purpose except as provided In 

thito section and [section 2). 

(3J Such e~loyee aay appear and testify before any 

coaalttee of the legislature only: 

(a) upon Invitation of a leglsl.ator; 

(b) for lnforeatlonal purposes; or 

(c) when exercising his rights as a private citizen 

and not acting in any official capacity. 

JfW~tilDHa Section z. Registration of public 

officials as spokesmen. (l) The head of each board, 

commission, departmentt or aganey of state government and 

the governing body of any unit of local governaent shall, at 

least 15 days prior to each legislative session, file with 

th~ secretary of state a list of the of~lcials or employees 

who are designated as official spokesmen represent-Ing such 

govern:nental board. cot~tnission, depart111ent, agency, or unit 

before the legislature. The secretary of state must be 

promptly notified ot' any change of authorized spokeseen. 

(~, The secretary of state shall record In a 

leglsl.atlve doeket the inform.:.tion supplied under this 

section and shall f•Jrn ish currentt complete 1 i s.ts thereof to 

-z- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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the clerk of each house and to each •ember of the 

legislature. The records required to be kept by this section 

.ust be open to public inspection and copying during the 

~egul3r bUsiness hours of the secretary of state. 

~~H-S~~. Section 3. Penalty. Any person who 

violates the provisions of [section 1 or 2} or 13-35-ZZ6 

shall be fined not •ore than SloOOD. 

Section 4o Section 13-35-ZZ6o l'ltlu Is a10ended to read: 

•13-35-226. Unlawful acts of e•ployers and--eMp.oyee~. 

jl) It Is unlawful for any e10ployero in paying his e8ployees 

the salary or wages due tne•• to include with their pay tne 

na•e of any candidate or any political aottoes, devices, or 

argu.aents cont.ainlng threats or pro~ises (express or 

l•pliod) calculated or intended to influence the political 

opinions or actions of the employees. It is unlawful for an 

eaployer to exhibit In a place where his ~orkers or 

eaployees ••Y be working any handbill or placard containing 

any threat• pl'o•J.sa. notice. Of' information that In case any 

particular ticket or political party, organlzatJono or 

candidate Is electedw ~ork In his· place or establlsh•ent 

will ceaseo In whole or in part• or will be tontlnued or 

lnc·reJsed1 his place or establlsh .. nt will be closed; the 

salaries or wage& of hl& workers or employees will be 

reduced or increased; or other threats or promises (express 

or I eplled) Intended or calculated to influence the 
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political opinions or actions of his workers or eMployees. 

This section shall -apply to corporations, indiv1dua~ls. and 

public o~ficers and employees. 

(Z] No person may atteMpt to coerce, co.aand• or 

require a public: e111ployee to give !Doney. service. or other 

thing of value to aid or promote any political com.lttea or 

to aid or proMote the nomination or election of any person 

to public office. 

t3t--Ha--pab++e--e.p•&yee--asy---,o•+e+t---efty---•ofteyy 

tnf~aenee•-s•~+eey~-o~he?-+h+nq-of-we+ae-or-o~herw+se-e?d 

o~--p~o~e--any--pe•+~+ee~--eo.n+~~e--or-~he-ne-+~+en-o~ 

~eet+oft-ef-ony-per~e-pvh~e-ef~ee-w~+e-oft-the-ja~--or 

et--fti~--p•oee--af--e.pJe,ae~~----Howe¥ePy--no~+n!--+n-~hts 

see~+o~-+s-+ntended--to--reetr+et--th•--r+gh~--ef--e--p~~f+e 

empfoyee-~o-~pre~e-h+e-pe~enef-pc++t+es•-v+e.sw 

t~t--~ny--pers&n--whe--.to+ete,--~he-p~•+ens-of-th+s 

eeet+on-ehef+~e-f+~~~-ta-eMeeed-•~•8&9y--~•--+~r+soned 

?n--~--eoant,--fe++--for-e-tera-ftOt-te-eAeeed-6-..nthey-or 

bo~h.-f~-••e~-sepere•e-effensew• 

~~~iL.~~a SecUon 5. Codification lnstl'uction. 

Sections 1 through 3 are intended to be codified as an 

Integral part of Title l3o 

~~~ SEtTIONa Section 6o Repe~lero Section 17-1-204• 

MCA• is repealed. 

-End-

..,._ 


