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SENATE BILL NO. 388 

INTRODUCED BY BLAYLOC~ 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second readinq, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. Ayes, 
49, Noes, o. Transmitted to 
Rouse. 

IN TilE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on J\ldiciary. 

Committee rec~nd bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred ln. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned to Senate with 
amendments. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 



March 23, 1983 
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Third reading, amendmen.ts 
concurred in. Ayes, 491 noes, 
l. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTP.OOUCEO flY ~~-5~--------

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT Tu AMEND THE COMPLAINT 

ANQ INITIAL INVfSTIGATION PROVISIONS OF THE LAwS RELATING TO 

MI SC0'1JUC T BY JUDTC I AL OFFICERS; PROVIDING FOR. NOT ICE; 

AMENO!NG SECTIO~ 3-1-1106, MCA.• 

BE II E~ACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTAHA: 

~?.etlan 1. Section 3-1-1106, KCA. is amended to read: 

11 3-l-1106. Investigation of judicial officers 

~wlll.ai.at hearing recommendations. ( 1) l.stl The 

commission~ __ QU--i~~--Q~D--m2tiOD or ~U--~~_filiog_gf_g 

~Li~l~U-~QmQlalo~_Q¥ any citizen of the state~ mayy--o~e" 

~~e~--eea~e-~hewny initiate dO investigation of any judicial 

offic~r in the stat~ by-f++~~~-e-we~+~+ed-wr~~~en--eem~le~n~ 

wT~h--+~@--eo~m+~~?o" ~a_Qe~Lmin~_if_tb~Le-aL~_gLQYDO~-fQL 

~~a~u~tla~-~a1i.ti.~>oal-llcQ~~eaio~-~1Qte_tb~-~mwi~~~--l! 

1~~-~cmml~slan~s-_i.o~e~tio~claa __ ia1i.~~~~s--tbat __ aa~1laaal 

~ca~~e1i.aos--~~1at~--1be--~Qmml~~aa __ ma¥--Qe_JY~i1i.edL-1~ 

~~mmi.iiiDD-~ball-_aaaoc _ _a __ ¥etlfi.eo __ ~tltteo __ ~Qmlllaio1-_ac 

teaui.Le_the-~tlzea~~-1iled_tbe_oti~-~ti11CD~IlWDlalo1 

~a--~i.~n_a-~atl1le1_WLi.t~a-~~malaiat_ae~~-'aaauk1ia~~~ 

~gditlgoal_a~~eedi~· 

Lul--lbe-~llmml~sl~>o-~all __ Qi.¥£--1D~-~o~~l--D11~ 
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~Littea--aat~e __ af-tbe-~mm~sla~mati.aa_llt-tbe~~ 

~ama~i.at_and-Q£-1be_i.ai1latlaa-llf_aa_iD~1i.aatlaa&-_uQ1ike 

must __ alSQ __ b~-Dl~~-lf__a __ ~ecifLBa __ ~LLtteo_comolaiDt-Li 

auoatea_Qt_f~a_aad-m~t--la~luoe--tbe_~aes--~~--tbe 

acaYotls __ fac __ th~~ae~~-aua_a_stat~at_tbat-1b~~~al 

llfil~et_ma¥-file_aa_ao~~-Ibe_a~t~e_m~a-~la~d-~-tne 

~umm.Cis.lo.a ... 

(Z) Th~ commission 9 after such inv~stigation as it 

consider~ necessary and upon the a findinq of good cause 9 

may: 

(a) order a hP.aring to be held befo~e it concerning 

the censure. suspension, removal, or retirement of a 

judici ~1 officer; ot" 

Lbl--~~a1ldea1lall¥-ad¥i.Se-tbe-~~~lal-aff~un-Lbe 

suotame-~ULtL--in--weltiagL--tbat __ ~be--'amnlalDt--~11--ba 

ai~mis~~u __ it-tb~-lual~lal-Qff~ai-Liles_.llO-t~~~~ 

a_l~tt~L-~tatiog_taat_be_will-taKa_~QCte~ti¥a_a~tiani-OL 

-t"tit.! reque-st t.h~ supreiRe court to appoint one or 

more special masters who ar~ judqes of courts of record to 

h~ar ~nd take evidencP. ~nd to report to the commission. 

(3) If after h~arinq or after considering the record 

and reoort of the masters the cmr.mission tinds the charqes 

trur:!'., it shall recomw,end to the supr~flle court the censure, 

su•H"'ension, P'"1noval, or retirnment of the judicial officer.i' 

-End-

-2- I N T R 0 J U C E D B I L L 
r' '7. /7 '--. /.-'-. _...., _...// _____ .... cr t;x 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

SENATE BILL NOo 386 

INTRODUCED BY BLAYLOCK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TU AME~D THE COMPLAINT 

AND INITIAL INVESTIGATION PROVISIONS OF THE LAWS KELATING TO 

MISCONDUCT BY JUDICIAL OFFICERS; 0 ROVIOING FOR NOTICE; 

A~ENOING SECTIO~ 3-1-ll~bt MCA.• 

Hf IT ~NACTEO BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Section 3-l-ll06y ~CA, is amended to read: 

11 3-1-1106. Investigation of judicial officers 

IO!lWIIl~i.Dt hearing recommendations. (1) lal The 

commission~ QO==it2=~A•a==ma~too o~ u~gD--1be-filiog_gf_a 

~~itt~o_cowolaiot_ox any citizen of the state~ m~yy--~~o~ 

~ood--~~H~e-~hewfty initiate an Investigation of any judicial 

officer in the state e~-~+•~n~-ft-we~+~+ed-~r~~een--eo~~~e+n~ 

w+~~--~~e--eo~mt~~to~ tQ_determioe_if_tbere_are_gLIIUD"~_tgr 

~OQductlo~_aaaltlanal_g~ll~eealogs_befllr~-1be-~~~•wi~~illu~--!f 

tbe-~cD~issliiD~--in~~~tiaatiiiD--indi~aLe~--1bat __ ~Qi1ii!Dal 

~tllceedlogs __ Qe!ate __ tbe __ ~~~mml~illo __ ma~--be_lu~i!i~d1-1be 

ca~ml~slao_sball ~d~Pt==n==x~~±f±ad==•c±tten==camp±a±nt==ar 

teQuire_tbe_citiLen_~bll_fileg_tbe_gclgioal_~rltten-kiiWIIlaiot 

tll __ si~o-~-~e~i.!lea_.ritteo_~wlllaiot_be!~>re_cllnauttiow_suto 

~d1iti~>oal_pcaceealn~· 

L~l--lbe_cllmmission_sball _ _gi~e--tbe __ ludi~ial--IILfit~r 
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~citten __ olltice __ Qf_tbe caww±~~±an!::wat±an=ae:th: ~iL~~~ 

~llmlllaiot_and-uf_tbe_loltiatiao_Q!_ao_io~estigatill~~a __ ~~~ 

wu~--alsa __ be __ gl~eo __ lt __ a __ ¥etified--~rl1teo_~aplai!lt-Ls 

adapt~d=ac fllea_aod_w~st __ lo~luae __ tba __ ,barg~s--made1--1be 

gr~>uods __ fllt __ tbe_cbarges1_aod_a_~tat~weot_tbat_1be-Ju~al 

llfficec_wa~-flle_ao_ao~~ec&-Ibe-olltite-mu~t-11e-~igue"-~~be 

~~~mmlssiiiO& 

( 2) The co 11m Iss I on, after such investigatIon as it 

c~nsiders necessary and upon ~he a finding of qood cause. 

may: 

I a I order a h~aring to be held before it concerning 

the censure, suspension, removal, or retirement of a 

judicial officer; cr 

L~l--~11nflaeotiall~-aa¥ise_tbe-lual~ial_g!fltBL-Ro~be 

5u~ce~~-~l!utt1--lD--~ritiog1 __ tbat __ tbe-_~amolaint__will __ be 

dlsmissea __ lf_tbe_juai~ial_at!l~er-file~-~ltb_tn~l~IID 

a_l~ttac_~atlog_tbat_be_~ill_t~B-~IIrre~ti~e-a~tiiiD~-Dr 

tbt.Lt;.J.. reQuest the supreme court to appoint: one or 

more ~pecial masters who are judges of cour~s of record to 

h~ar 3nd ta~e evidence and to report to th~ commission. 

rJ) If atter hearing or after considering tne record 

and report :>f the masters the cowrmission finds the charges 

true, it ~hall recommend to the supreme court the censure• 

susper,sion 9 removal, or retirement ot the judicial officer." 

-E:nd-

-2- Sll 386 

SECOND READING 
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SENATE BILL NOo 388 

INTRODUCED BY BL4YLOCK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND THE COHPLAJNT 

AND INITIAL INVESTIGATION PROVISIONS OF THE LAWS RELATING TO 

HISCONOUCT BY JUDICIAL OFFICERS; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE; 

AMENDING SECTION 3-l-1106• HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 3-1-1106y HCA~ is amended to read: 

"3-1-1106· Investfgation of judicial officers 

l:.!lllllllaiot. hearing recoaMendations. (1) 1~ The 

co~missiona t!D::±la:=a.a::80tiaa ~~ upau__tba-fLLiog_gL_a 

¥£ltt~~-l:.llmllla1Dt-b• any citizen of the state£ may•--~pen 

90Gd--eeu~e-~howny initiate an Investigation of any judicial 

officer in the state ~y-~+•Tn,-a-ye~+~+ed-•r+~~e"--eoap~a+n~ 

w+th--t~e--~+~~+~n J;.g_g~t~cmiD~-l!_tbece_a~_gLiluod~-Lilc 

I:.DDdUGtlog_agdltillOal-llCQI:.~diog~_b~QC~-1b~-k~~~lt 

tbe_~:o~misslgg!S __ i~sttgatigo __ llldi~:oat~-tbat addit!ggal 

pco~:eediOil~--befllce_-tbe __ ~;Qmmi~lllll--&~--b~-lusLii~~da-tbe 

~mmi~~lnn_sball a~l::e==~~~tfted::•Lfll~a:=~cmpta±at::e~ 

ceQuica_tb~-~tl~ao_•bQ_flted_toe_ocigloal-•cltteo-~:.gmplaiot 

tll--ilnn_a_~eclfied_•titt&o-l:.llmR!aint_befllce_cuoduktln~~co 

additioaal_pCQceedlogs. 

L~l--Ibe_cllamis~lga_soall _ _gixe __ tbe--judlclal-_n!Lll:.ec 
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•citteD--DDtii:.L-llf-1Jls aubai§eL:t-llftiu~ s;iliz&.a!S 

cllmlllalot_aod-gf_tbe-loitiatlQD-g{_aa_io~e~tigatioa. NQtlce 

mu~--~l~_ne __ gi~eo__if __ a __ ~eciflad--Mcit~n-campla~ 

AdQDted:e~ filad_aad-mu~1--lotluda--tbe--~g~~--mada£--t~ 

ucoulld~--fllc--tba_cbacge~a-and_a_sta~m:ot-tbat-tb&-~dl~al 

llfflCBt-ma~-flle_an_an~·£La-lb&-DtltiLO~st-bLSigned_b¥-J;.~ 

camml~~llllla 

(2) The com~fsslon~ after such investigation as it 

considers necessary and upon ~~e a finding of good cause. 

11ay: 

(a I order a hearing to be held before it concerning 

the censure• suspension, removal, or retire.ant of a 

judicial officer; ~~ 

Lbl--Cilofldeotlallx-ad~ls~-tbe_judl~al_llff~DdLtbe 

~UQCO!!IB-LQUCt&--iD--•titloga __ tbat __ l;.be_~laint__»ill--~ 

dlsmls~ed-_if_tbe_judlclal-nfflcec-filts-.ttb-the cgam~QD 

a_lattac-~atlog_tbat_oo~ll-~-~:.nc~ct~e-•~:otLQ~ 

tbtLCl re~uest the supreme court to appoint one or 

110re special masters who are judges of courts of recor1 to 

h~ar 3nd take evidence and to report to the commission. 

(31 If after hearinq or after considering the record 

and report of the masters the commission finds the charges 

true 9 it shall recommend to the supre~e court the censure• 

suspension,. removal. or retirement of the judicial officer•" 

-End-

-2- SB 386 

T H l R D R E A D 1 N G 
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SENATE BILL NO. 388 

INTRODUCED BY 8LAYLOCK 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO AMEND THE COMPlAINT 

AND INITIAL INVESTIGATION PROVISIONS Of THE LANS RELATING TO 

MlSCO~OUCT BY JUDICIAl OffiCERS; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE; 

A~ENDING SECTION 3-1-1106, MCAo• 

Bf IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-l-110&, MCAt is a•ended to read: 

•3-1-1106. Invest I gat ion of judlci al officers 

~QIIIIl4i.DL hearing reco•aendation5• (1) 141 The 

coewisslon1 aa::i:t.:t:=Dwa:=..a:tt.aa or wmo,_ thg filiog_Qf.-st 

~~i1t~D-kQaQia!Dt-b¥ any citizen of the state~ •ay9--~~eft 

~ood--ee~~e-s~&Mft• Initiate an investigation of any judicial 

offic~r in the state ~y-F+++"~-e-~e.+~ed-w~+~~en--eo.pl&Tnt 

wtth--the--eomatsston t~t:£Bi.DD-i.~bcL~-ALe-II~~QC 

~llnducti.IIQ_addi.Li.Slnal-IICQCeedio~-be!Q£._~a~i.llna--Lf 

t~~-com~i.~~i.PO!~--iDX~~i.gati.lln __ lndi~t~-tbat __ addi.Li.llnal 

Q£11C~~~lDII~~face _ _t~--~~~eml~i.Slll __ ~x_-be jyst~~-tbi 

~llmlli~~i.~ball ad~t==-==~~tfitd~~n--coap+otnt--or 

~eQuic~-t~e-~i.~a-¥bg_filAd_tbi-O£.i.111nal_v~Ltt&n~~~e~laint 

ta--~iga_a_x~fi.ed-M£it~o-~a~~laiot-~111Le~Sllldu~iD~ 

addltiooal-IIC2~e~i~· 

Lbl--lbe-~P.ai.s~ao_~nall __ gi~-~m--lu~~i.a!_-Qff~at 
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IUil~D--DIIt~e-..Of-tbi ~Ullb~llti:ml::~ c j t i zen's 

~Peolaint_alld_llf_tbe-10i.XLati.IID-21-4D-1D~tigatian• Nptj~ 

east--~lsP~--Oi.XAD--lf__a __ xALifi.ed w<ittea ~lai.Dt-i.A 

ad~~tcd:~ fi.led_aod-m~t--l~lude the char~ eade. tbe 

g~gunas __ fll.r.__t;~~~.._lllll:l_a._s.ta.t.eJHUll.J.Ilat the iudi.Ual 

nff~e~-max_fi.le-ao_an~l!£&-lb~_ngtlce eu~~~D&d-~ 

.:.ani.~~i.Sln& 

(Z) The co•~isslony after such investigation as it 

considers necessary and upon the • finding o~ good cause, 

•ay: 

rat order a hearing to be held before it concerning 

the censure, suspension, removal• or retire•ent of a 

judicial officer; er 

Lbl--~Aofi.denti.allJ-adXi.A~_t;~jyd!c!a! llfflrer and tbe 

~g£eme-~au£1£ __ in_-»£it~ t;hat; the ~plai.~ll__~ 

di.SElllil!d-i.LtbLJ.Wii.dal-ilff.i.~£-fiJ.n-¥.i.tll..~L.:.aiiiiU&i.Qil 

&--l~tec __ statl~ __ tbat--bl!--~111--ta~P£~1Lxe artign 

~IlSE~~lO&l-IU-I~~0~~~~~-11£ 

f&tLCl request the supre•e court to appoint one or 

More ~pecial .asters who are judges of courts of record to 

hear and take evidence and to report to the comMission. 

(3) If after hearlnq or after considering the record 

and r~port of the masters the com~ission finds the charges 

truet it shall recomMend to the supreme court the censure, 

suspension. removal. or retire•ent of the judicial officer.• 

-End- SB 388 -2-
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