
SENATE BILL NO. 385 

Introduced: 02/09/83 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary: 02/09/83 
Hearing: 2/14/83 
Report: 02/18/83, Do Not Pass. Report Adopted 
Bill Killed. 
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BILL NO. _;j_J'S 
INTRODUCED BY ~~--------------

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT CHANGING THE METHOD OF 

MAKING AND KEEPING REPORTS OF STOLEN AND RECOVERED VEHICLES; 

PRUVIDING FOR INSPECTION OF VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NU~BERS; 

ALLOWING SoilURE OF VEHICLES WITH A CHANGED OR REMOVED 

IDENTIFYING NUMBER; PROVIDING FOR AN INSPECTION FEE; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-106 AND 61-3-202, HCA." 

6E !T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-106, MCA• is aMended to read: 

"61-3-106. Report of stolen and recovered ~otor 

vehicles. It shall be the duty of the sheriff of every 

county of the state and of the chief of police or 

commissioner of police of every city to make ~ i~ediate 

~e~6~~-~e-~~e-e+~~+&ft-ef-a~+-mo~or-•eft+e+e~-reper~ed-~e-~+m 

a~--~~e~e"--o~--~ee•eredT--opo~--ferms--prow+ded-fer-by-the 

8~Y~5+eA eo~cx-LsgAc~o~~~~_th~ft or ·~~e~lDto 

tb~-~1at~_ay1oma~d~Ql~n_yehi~~-~__mainta~g__ht_-th~ 

~a~~-Qf--~~· failure on the part of any officer 

shall oe considered to be misfeasance in office and shall 

constitute grounds for removal. Upon Peeefp~ eo~~ of such 

information, the division sha++-f•+e-+~-~ft-oft--~ndex--to--be 
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kftown--e~--the-s~e+en-a"d-reeoweres-me~e~-veh+e+e-+ndeM ~ 

.bitJl] owed j mmc.d.ia~~.to_t.b.L_n.atL_au..t.Qmated stolen 

lt1llli~t=--fllJLJIIlLt~_n.at ion a! c rj me inf..QCJDAl'.ign center. It 

shall also be the duty of the division to file reports of 

stolen and recovered motor vehicles reported to it from 

other states. ~he-e~v••+en-~he+~-~r~ere-onee-a-men~h-s-++•~ 

e~--e++--me~er--veh+e+e~--s-e+en--or--reeoweree--d~r+ng--the 

p•e•+e~s-meA~h-a~-forwe~-e-ee~y-ef-+~-~o-every-s~+ff-and 

e~•--pe+~ee--~e~&P~Meft-~-~n-e?t+~s-ef-tfte-f+rs~y-seeondy-end 

~h+rd-e+essw-~he-++s~-she++--e+~o--ee--~orwa~ded ~~~ 

autolllll!ld-~tol§.JLlUllli!aJLfll§._must b!l made .uAil.al.lli: to the 

secretary of state or other prop~r official in each state of 

the United States ~gb access t2__~_nati2~Lim§ 

inf.ocmat..Um___untec· Before issuing a certificate of 

ownersnip. the division shall check the motor--a~d--se~~e+ 

~eQi~ __ ig~Qtiflka~lga number on the motor vehicle to be 

registered against the ~~e~~n-~~d--~&eeve~eo--veh+e~e--+ndex 

ilatL.<~utoma~d_~len yeh i s;.ll_lili:•" 

Section 2. S&ction 61-3-202 1 MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-202. Certificate of ownership issuance 

contents joint ownership ==--io~~~fg~~ 

~~lfis:.ation __ ~. ( 1) Upon completion of the 

application for certificate of ownershiP• on forms furnished 

by the division. the county treasurer shall forward one copy 

of the application to the division9 which Shall enter the 

-2-
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information contained in the app 1 i cat i on upon the 

corresponding records of its office and shall furnish the 

applicant a certificate of ownership subject 

provisions of 61-3-103. 

to tne 

(2) The certificate of ownership shall contain upon 

the face thereof: 

ta) the date issued; 

(b) the name and complete address of the owner or the 

names and addresses of joint owners; 

(c) except as provided in 61-3-103(2), the name and 

complet~ address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest in the registered vehiclei 

(d) a description of the registered vehicle, including 

the year bui 1 t and ser i a 1 number; 

(e) except as provided in 61-3-103(2)t the filing date 

of any lien agatnst such motor vehicle; and 

(f) such other statement of facts as may be determined 

by the division. 

(3) When the names and addresses of more than one 

owner who are members of the same immediate family are 

listed on the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with 

right of survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is 

presulfted. 

(4) Upon receipt of the application, the division 

shall recheck the application. If there is any error in the 
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application it may be returned to the couBt~ treasurer to 

effectively secure the corre~tion of su~~ eP~or, who shall 

return the same to the division. 

(5) The certificate of ownership shalt contain a 

notice to the division of a transfer of interest of the 

owner and such other statements as may be determined by the 

division. 

L2l--Lal-An~-~gi~~L~ehjcle ~_lo~~-LQL_a 

lletli.~__i<l!mXili!;iUl..oD---llllll~r prj or tg__illllilll!:.e->IL--'1 

~~r.ti.fi~iU!L!lf-lll!mll~iR.a. 

Lb.l-...lll<L_f!lll!lJti[ljj_l(j:.b..U:;l= mu • t ]U)._i.o.:;p.e~~J.L!:=-a 

l£ellikl2--i~otiticati!lo nullb~LillL--~--~~--gL ___ a 

s:.er.t~at~-llLtlllll~.:i.biJl.i 

.til--Y~iUJ-mgtor vehj_~ss trailers, s~~_and_ 

tt.aYiU-tc..a.il..ei:.:;_~t i o to tiJ.It_.i.LIU.i. 

a.o.l1 

Llll-ne~mator yehj~ purchased outside~~~~~ 

Liiil-LBA~~~ebjcles. 

.U:.L-rn=:tiliOJL__jjQger tb i • ~~o_ my$t bg 

ll~Lf IILI!~d......bll-tb.lt..l!!lll.t..illlil-bigbwa y 11 at r o I a wJ __ WH:J.iJJUWt&lL-llo 

fQLm~~ded_by the diyjsjona 

LQJ.----ArllL--li~D!ellt..._!Uf j cer M tbe.-l!nn.t..iiOLb.igWol,.l< 

IUitJ:2L.--l!ltib-llL...IIilh!l!tt_a__ l!g r rant' JIIU __ Ji.li.UL_awj __ .t..at.~ 

R~:t~!.lQ __ a.f_.s1D:t._-lliU.SU:-¥.e.bi cJ e, t.r ai 1 e(.1. sgm j trai ler.s._Q.t: 

tcniU-treiler tbiU_tb<L~er bas prob.aba~-t.o 
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hKlieye j~~toleo. or on which ant motor number. 

2 manufa~~£££~ymber. or yebi,le jdentlfication number~ 

3 b~o_liJ:f.il~-;ll!K!t.d.J._JeAIOyed. or coveLlllL.-..!!L.WUIL.D.lU. 

4 l:llof.oLID.-...t..Q_l.tlJ:__y_!tb.itle j d!tD tifil:.il1lllll--llll.llber go ..111.11 

5 ~Betifi~ _ _gf_ ownershlg. The offjcec_~ha11 imeedia~x 

6 nQU.f.x-.t~lt.iUQQ.~-.J:t~~ball make eyery rea10.0.4b.l.Jt 

7 effo~~--dateLmine_~nersbjp of the ~bjcle and to ootjfx 

R tb.e:_tl.gb.t.ful_awe.t-.tha.Lthe yeh j cl e has been~~ 

9 UL-Ib!t..lllllillllln-llliiY .. S.IliiLgL~llil.iiet a fee llf _J.lil 

10 ilt __ th!L_tlm!t_....Jlf__lD.llll!tl:tilla_~fLii)L...t~.i!._llf_l;Wl 

11 iDltll!l!:.l.lim...JI=illll&" 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTAliiA 369-83 
REQUEST NO.-----

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 10 • , 19 ____!L , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill 385 pursuant to •Title 6, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 385 changes the method of making and keeping reports of stolen and 
recovered vehicles; provides for inspection of vehicle identification numbers; 
allows seizure of vehicles; and provides for an inspection fee. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) This act will require approximately $60,000 inspections per year. 
2) Twelve additional highway patrol personnel will be needed to carry out the 

requirements of this act. 
3) The effective date of the act is October l of FY 84. 
4) A one month start-up time will be required prior to the effective date of the 

act. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Expenditures: 

Personal 
12 patrolmen, Gl3-2 + 20% 

Equipment 
Enforcement Equipment 
Weapons, Ammunition 
Uniforms 
12 vehicles 
Radios 
Vehicle Insurance 
Fuel & Maintenance 

Operating Expenses 
Per Diem 
Special Schools 
On-going Training 
Postage 
Printing 

Revenue 
Net Impact 

COMMENT: 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

FY84 

$ 220,764 

18,000 
6,600 

16,008 
111,768 
14,400 

3,600 
39,000 

10,800 
65,148 
5,000 

200 
2,900 

$ 514,188 
450 000 

$ (64:188) 

The above costs for administration of this act 
were estimated and submitted by the Department 
of Justice. There are other options for administra
tion which are available and presently utilized by 
other states. 

FISCAL NQIE 13;M/] 

16 

FY85 

$269,772 

3,000 

3,600 
46,800 

13,680 

2,500 
200 

Biennium 

$490,536 

18,000 
6,600 

19,008 
111,768 

14,400 
7,200 

85,800 

24,480 
65,148. 

7,500 
400 

2,900 
$339,552 $ 853,740 
600,000 1,050,000 

$260,448 $ 196,260 ! 
Gcu.M'j\1A ~ 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Progra 

Date: 2 - l 


