
SENATE BILL NO. 374 

Introduced: 02/05/83 

Referred to Committee on Local Government: 02/05/83 
Hearing: 2/8/83 
Report: 02/17/83, Do Not Pass. Report Adopted. 
Bill Killed. 
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HHROI)~CED BY * "~_-""' ______ _ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOMIHG MUNICIPALITIES 

TO CONTRACT WITHOUT BIDS FOR REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE OF A 

BUilOING, ROAD, OR BRlDSE COSTING $25,000 OR LESS; ALLOWING 

MUNICIPALITIES TO PURCHASE CERTAIN GOODS COSTING LESS THAN 

f25,000 BY SOLICITING BIOS OR AT PUBLIC AUCTION WITHOUT 

AD~ERTIS!NG; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-5-430Z ANO 7-5-4303, HCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY TH~ LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-5-4302. HCA, is amended to read: 

N7-5-4302. Competitive, advertised bidding required 

for certain purchase and construction contracts. (1} Except 

as pr~vided in 7-5-4303, all contracts for the purchase of 

any automobile. truckt other vehicle, road machinery 9 other 

machi~ery• appara~us• appliances, or equip•ent• for any 

materials or supplies of any kind• or for een~raet+o"• 

repairy or ~aintenance af-tbe-~am~ for which must be paid a 

sum ~xceeding $10,000 Q[_fgL-tba-LaPAlL_QL-aaia~~f 

ao~_nuilalD~LQad1_QL_aLLaga_f~l~~~~-~Y• 

in--~X~es~--al-1Z~&00D ~ust be let to the lowest responsible 

bidder after advertisement for bids. 

{2) Such adverti~e.ent shall be ~ade in the official 

newspaper of the city or town If there be such official 
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newsp3per, ~nd if not, it shall be made in a dally newspaper 

of ge1eral circulation published in the city or town if 

there be such and, otherwise. by posting in three of the 

.est ~ublic places in the city or town• Such advertisement, 

if by publication In a newspaper. shall be made once each 

week for 2 consecutive weeks, and the second publication 

shall be made not less than 5 days or more than lZ days 

befor~ the consideration of bids. If such advertise~nt is 

~ade ~y posting, 15 days •ust elapse. including the day of 

posting. bet~een the ti~e o~ the posting of such 

advertiseMent and the day set for consiaerin9 bids. 

(3) The council may postpone action as to any such 

contract until the next regular meeting after bids are 

received in response to such advertisement and may reject 

any and all bids and readvertise as provided herein.• 

Section 2. Section 7-5-4303• ~CA. is amended to read: 

•7-5-~303. E•emptions from bidding or advertising 

requirements for certain contracts. {1) The provisions of 

7-5-4302 as to advertlseaent for bids shall not apply£ 

Lal upon the happening of any emergency caused by 

fire, f 1 OOdt explosion• storm. earthquake, riot. 

insurrection, or other similar eaergency, but in such case 

the c-Junc fl may proceed in any 111anner which. in the judgaent 

of three-fourths of the ~embers of the council present dt 

the •neeting,. duly recorded in the minutes of the proceedings 
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o~ the council by aye and nay vot~, will best ~eet the 

eMergency and serve th@ public interest. Such emergency 

shall be decla~ed and recorded at length In the minutes of 

the proceedings of the council at the time the vote thereon 

is taken and recorded. 
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24 (l) When tnere are sufficient funds in the hudqet for 

25 supplies or equlp~nt 9 a city or town •ay, without bid, 
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purch~se such supplies or equipment from government agencies 

a~ailable to cities or towns when the same can be purchased 

by such city or town at a substant~al saving to such city or 

town.• 
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